RA.TE IN AID (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 19 March 185a /or, 



“ A COPY of all the Cobrespondence which has taken place between the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury and the Commissioners 
for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, respecting 
the Advance, Distribution, or Expenditure of the Amounts raised 
under the Authority of the Act, 12 & 13 Viet. c. 24, for a General Rate in 
Aid in Ireland.” 



(iVofe.— By an arrangement with the Mover of this Return, n selection only from the voluminous 
^ correspondence on this subject, is contained herein.) 



Treasury Chambers,! 
•21 May 1852. J 



GEO. A. HAMILTON. 



(Mr, Clements.) 



Ordered, ly The House of Commons, to he Printed, 

24 May 1852. 
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' 


The Poor I.aw Commissioners to SirC.E. Trevelyan, applying 
for It grant of 10,028 1. lor certain distressed Unions, forthe 
week ending 29 April 1849 ...... 


23 April 1849 


1 


2 


Treasury Minute, directing an advance of C,ooo/. to be made 
from Civil Contingencies 


28 April — 


2 


3 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, applying 
for a grant of 12,000k for certain distressed Unions, for the 
1 week ending the 6th May 1849, and to make good the defi- 
ciency in previous remittances .... 


2 May 




4 


Treasury Minute, authorising a further advimce of 5,000 /. 


4 May 


4 


5 


Letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, stating that the 
ainoun! required for the current week will be 8,826 1., and 
that 1,826k of the last advance of 5,000k is available 
towards that amount, after providing for previous deficiencies 


5 May - 1 


5 


G 


Treasury Minute, directing afurther advance of 5,000 k 


8 May 


5 


7 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, stating 
that a sum of 10,165 k is required for advances to certain 
distressed Unions, for the week ending 5 May 1849 • 


10 May - 1 


5 


8 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, relative 
to the deficiencies in previous remittances, and the absolute 
necessity for further funds being remitted without delay 


1 1 May 


G 




Enclo.sures in No. 8. - 


- : 


7 


9 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, staling 
that a sum of 10,246k is required for advances to certain 
distressed Unions, over and above the deficiency in previous 
remittances - 


12 May 1849 


9 


10 


Treasury Minute, directing a further advance of 5,000 k 


14 May - 


9 


11 


Treasury Minute, directing a further advance of 5,000 k 


15 May 


10 


12 


The Poor Law Commissieners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, rehilive 
to the application of the two last advances of 5,000k, show- 
ing a deficiency of 4,185 k, and stating that, in addition to 
the deficiency, a further sum of 1 1,000 k will be required for 


1 8 May 


10 


*3 


Treasury Minute, authorising a funher advance of 5,000 k 


21 May — 


10 


«4 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, requesting 
a further advance of 8,435 k - 


23 May 


11 


15 


Treasury Minute, authorising a further advance of 5,000 /. 


24 May - 


i> 


l6 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, relative 
to the deficiencies in previous advances, stating that 1 0,000 k 
will be required for the ensuing week, exclusive of deficien- 
cies, and urgently requesting further funds 


?6 May 


11 


17 


Treasury Minute, authorising an advance of 10,000 k - 


29 May 


12 


18 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, for- 
warding extracts from reports of Temporary Inspectors and 
Vice-guardians, showing the great extent of destitution in 
certain Unions, and requesting a further advance of 12,000 k 


26 May 


12 




Enclosures in No. 18--..--- 


- 


13 


19 


Treasury Minute relative to the accumulated deficiencies in 
previous advances, aod authoriaing a further ndvanee of 

3,435 k , . . 


31 May 1849 




90 


Treasury Minute, giving directions on the passing of the Rate- 
in-Aid Act - 


1 June - 


: 22 


91 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, relative 
to the deficiency in the amount of previous advances - 


2 June - 






Enclosure in No. 21--..-.. 




24 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





[ iii ] 



KO. 


SUBJECT. 


DATE. 


PAGE. 


22 


1 The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, requesting 
' a further remittance of 1 1,000 L . . . . . 


2 June 1849 


24 


23 


Treasury Minute, requesting further information as to the 
deficiency in previous advances, and aiilliorising a further 
1 advance of 15,000/. 


4 June - 


25 


34- 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, con- 
taining an explanation as to the amount of the accumulated 
deficiency - 


9 June 


25 


25 


Treasury .Minute, authorising a further advance of 4,250/., 
being the amount of previous deficiencies • • - - 


11 June - 


27 


sC 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E Trevelyan, requesting 
a remittance of i3,4(io/. lor certain distressed Uniuns, for the 
week ending 16 June 1849 


11 June 


=7 


27 


Treasury Minute, autlioris'ng an advance of 13.4O0/, but 
calling attention to the progressive incre^tse in the amount of 
the weekly requisiiious 


12 June — 


28 


28 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, for- 
warding a memorial from tlie Uelicving Officers of Castlebar 
i Union, pray ing for payment of their salaries ... 


7 June - 


28 




Enclosure in No. 28 


. 


23 


29 


The Poor I-aw Commissi mers to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, for- 
warding extract from a Report of Captain Primrose, Tempo- 
rary Inspector, rel.itive to the distress and embarrassment 
' occasioned to the Officers of Westport Union, owing to the 
non payment of their salaries 


Q June 1840 


29 




Enclosure in No. 29 


. 


29 


30 


Treasury Minute, authorising payment to the Relieving Officers 
of such sums as may be necessary for their subsistence 


12 June 1849 


30 


31 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E.Trevelyan, requesting 
to be informed of the date on which advances on the security 
of the Rate in-Aid commenced ..... 


13 June 


30 


3i 


Sir C. E. Trevelyan to the Poor Law Commissioners, in reply - ' 


iG June 


30 


33 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E Trevelyan, on the 
same subject 


19 July 


31 


34 


Sir C- E.Trevelyan to the Poor Law Commissioners, in reply - 


21 August - 


31 


35 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, recom- 
mending a grant of 600/. to Swinefonl Union, for erecting 
and fitting up a temporary workhouse 


20 June - 


' 32 




Enclosure in No. 35 


. 


32 


36 


Treasury Minute, declining to sanction the grant recom- 
mended - 


22 June 1849 


33 


37 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, request- 
ing an advance of 2,473/ , to enable the Commissioners to 
replace a sum advanced by the British Relief Associution, 
and appropriated to certain distressed Unions for providing 
workhouse accommodation, but applied, under urgent cir- 
cumstances, to the immediate relief of distress ... 


13 June 


33 


38 


Treasury Minute, requesting further information on tlic subject 


19 June 


33 


39 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, con- 
taining the iuformaticn required ..... 


5 July 


34 




Enclosures in No. 39 - • - ■ - - - 




3*5 


40 


Treasury Minute, authorising an advance of 941 /. 15 s. 9 rf. to 
replace part of the sums referred to in Nos, 37 and 39 


' 27 July 1849 


37 


41 


The Poor law Commissioners to Sir C. E.Trevelyan, requesting 
ncnnissiiin to send to certain Unions the sums which may 
be estimated to be required weekly to provide clothing 
materials 


id June - 


, 38 




Enclosures in No. 41 ■ - j 


■ - 


39 


0.4 


4- 
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42 


Treasury Minute, declining to give the general sanction, hut 
permitting the application of such part of-the weekly advances 
in the purchase of clothing mateiiak, as may be necessary 
for the preservation ofhealih 


19 June 


1849 


40 


43 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, for- 
warding Report from Mr. Horsley, Temporary Poor Law 
Inspector, relative to the embarrassment caused by the non- 
payment of the salaries of the Officers of Gort Union 


16 June 




40 




Enclosures in No. 43------- 


- 


- 


40 


44 


Treasury Minute, authorising advances to be made to the 
Relieving Officers out of the grants to Gort Union 


19 June 


1849 


42 


45 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C.E. Trevelyan, requesting 
a further grant of 14,000/. for certain distressed Unions 


16 June 


- 


42 


46 


Treasury Minute, authorising a further advance of 13,000/. - 


19 June 


- 


43 


47 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, relative 
to the deficiency in the advance of 13,000/. to meet the 
requirements of the distressed Unions, requesting that the 
deficiency maybe made good, and a further grant of 14,434/. 
made for the ensuing week 


25 June 




43 


48 


Treasury Minute, authorising a further advance of 15,234 1 . - 


29 June 


- 


45 


49 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, requesting 
a further advance of 14,446 1 . ^s. for certain distressed 
Unions - 


30 June 




45 




Enclosure in Nu. 49 - 






46 


50 


Treasury Minute, autliorlsing a further advance of 14,446/. - 


3 July 


1849 


46 


51 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, request- 
ing a further advance of 15,059/. for certain distressed 
Unions - - - - 


7 July 


_ 


47 




Enclosure in No. 51. ------ 


- - 




47 


52 


Treasury Minute, authorising a further advance of 15,059/. - 


JO July 


1849 


48 


63 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, for- 
warding a Report from Colonel Clarke, Temporary Poor 
Law Inspector, relative to the appearance of cholera in the 
workhouse of Kenmnrc Union, and requesting permission to 
make weekly advances to the Union to provide clothing 


7 July 




48 




Enclosures in No. .5.3 ------ - 






48 


54 


Treasury Minute, authorising advances to be made for the 
purchase of clothing for the inmates of Kenmare Workhouse 


10 July 


1849 


49 


55 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, request- 
ing a further advance of 14,746/. for certain distressed 
Unions ---------- 


13 July 


. 


49 




Enclosure in No. 55 


- 




50 


56 


Treasury Minute, authorising a further advance of 14,746 /. - 


13 July 


1849 


50 


57 


Tlie Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, request- 
ing a further advance of 14,9.33/. for certain distressed 
Unions ---------- 


20 July 




5» 




Enclosure in No. 57------- 






51 


58 


Treasury Minute, authorising a further advance of 14,933 /• - 


23 July 


1849 


52 


59 


, The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, request- 
ing a further advance of 14,038 /. for certain distressed 
Unions - 


26 July 




52 




Enclosure in No. 59 


- 


- 


53 
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Co 


Treasury Minute, authorising a further advance of 14,038 1 . - 


31 July 1849 


53 


6i 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, request- 
ing a further advance of i2,oo6L for certain distressed 
Unions - 


4 August - 


54 




Enclosure in No. 61------* 


- 


54 


62 


Treasury Minute, authorising a further advance of JCjOoCi. • 


6 August 1849 


BB 


f>3 


The Poor Law Commissiouers to Sir C. E. Treveh'an, request- 
ing a further advance of 10,836/. for certain distressed 
Unions 


13 August 


55 




Enclosure in No. 63 ------ - 


- 


5 fi 


64 


Treasury Minute, authorising a further advance of 10,836 1 . - 


14 August 1849 


56 


65 


The Poor Law Commissioners to SirC.E. Trevelyan, forward- 
ing a Report from Mr. Briscoe relating to the arrears of salary 
due to the Officers of Clifden Union .... 


14 August 


57 




Enclosures in N;i. Gy - - 


- 


57 


GG 


Treasury Minute, declining to sancfioii the application of 
advances in paying any salaries except those of Relieving 
Officers ' ' 


17 August 1849 


.58 




The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, request- 
ing a further advance of 7,945 L for certain distressed Unions 


20 August - 


58 




Enclosure in No. C7 - -- -- -- 


- 


59 


68 


Treasury Minute, authorising a further advance of 7,945 /• 


21 August 1849 


59 


69 


1 The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, request- 
ing a further advance of 7,056/.for certain distressed Unions 


27 August - 


59 




Enclosure in No. 69. ------- 




Go 


70 


Treasuiy Minute, authorising a further advance of 7,056 1 . 


29 August 1849 


Go 


7* 


Tlie Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C- E. Trevelyan, request- 
1 ing a further advance of 5,327 /. for certain distressed Unions 


4 Sept. 


61 




1 Enclosure in No. 71 




c, 


72 


Treasury Minute, authorising a further advance of 5,327 /. - 


7 Sept. 1849 


6a 


73 


The Poor Law Commissioners to G. W. Hayter.Esq,, request- 
ing a further advance of 4,000/. for certain distressed Unions 


1 1 Sept, 


62 




‘ Enclosure in No. 73 - - 


. 1 


! 63 


74 


Treasury Minute, authorising a further advance of 4,000/. - 


14 Sept. 1849 


1 63 


75 


The Poor Law Commissioners to S. M. Leake, Esq., request- 
ing a further advance of i,.568/. fur certain distressed Unions 


21 Sept 


64 




Enclosure in No. 75 - 


- 


64 


76 


Treasury Minute, authorising a further advance of 1,568/., and 
expressing a hope that further assistance will not be required 


25 Sept. 1849 


65 


77 


The Poor Law Commissioners to W. G. Hayter, Esq., forward- 
ing Reports from Inspectors and Vice-Guardians of certain 
distressed Unions, and requesting a further advance of 2,480/. 


8 Oct. 


65 




Enclosures in No. 77------- 


- 


67 


73 


The Poor Law Commissioners to W. G. Hayter, Esq., request- 
ing an advance of 1,720/. for certain newly formed and 

altered Unions, pending the making of a rate - - - 


8 Oct. 1849 


80 


79 


Treasury Minute, declining to comply with these applications - 


1 2 Oct. 


82 


80 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, on the 
same subject --------- 


17 Oct. 


82 




Enclosure in No. 80 - 




85 


U.4 


4- S 
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8i 


Treasury Minute thereon, authorising an advance of 2,000/. > 


22 October 1849 


88 


S2 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, in reply 


31 October 




88 


83 


Treasury Biinute, on the same subject ----- 


6 Nov. 


- 


93 


84 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C- hi. Trevelyan, re- 
questing a further issue of 1,240 /. for certain Unions - 


3 Nov. 


_ 


93 








- 


94 


85 


Treasury Minute, authorising a further advance of 1,240/. 


6 Nov. 


1849 


9S 


86 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, forward- 
ing a requisition for 650/. for certain Unions, and reporting 
on the probable future wants of the newly foroied and 
altered Unions - 


19 Nov. 




96 


87 


Treasury Minute, authorising a furdier advance of C50/. 


23 Nciv. 


- 


98 


88 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, re- 
questing a further advance of 800/. for certain distressed 
Unions ---------- 


3 Dec. 




99 


89 


Treasury Minute, authorising a further advance of Boo/. 


4 Dec. 


- 


too 


91^ 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, re- 
questing a further advance of 700 L for certain Unions 


12 Dec. 


- 


JOO 


91 


Treasury Minute, authorising a further advance of 700/. 


14 Dec. 


- 


100 


92 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, re- 
questing a further advance of 454 /. for certain Unions 


27 Dec. 


- 


100 


93 


Treasury Minute, authorising a further advance of 454/. 


28 Dec. 


- 


101 


94 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, for- 
warding applications from certain distressed Unions to 
enable tlic Guardians to establish auxiliary workhouses 


25 January 1850 


101 




Enclosures in No. 94 ------- 




- 


102 


95 


Treasury Minute, consenting to advance sums not exceeding 
3,000/. for providing additional temporary workhouse ac- 
commodation in the Unions named - - - - - 1 


12 Feb. 


1850 


104 


96 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, re- 
questing grants out of the above 3,000/. amounting to 
2,500/. ---------- 


14 Feb. 




104 


97 


Treasury Minute, authorising grants amounting to 2,500/. 
accordingly - ■ - . 


19 Feb. 


- 


105 


98 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, re- 
questing a grant of 1,000 /. for Dingle Union, for providing 
additional temporary workhouse accommodation 


27 March 




105 




Enclosure in No. 98------- 


- 


- 


106 


99 


Memorandum relating to the foregoing . - - - 


3 April 


1850 


106 


100 


Treasury Minute, authorising a grant of 1 ,000 /. for providing 
additional temporary accommodation in Dingle Union 


5 April 




107 


101 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, relative 
to the description of building to be erected with the 1,000/. 
granted for Dingle Union ------ 


30 May 




107 


102 


Treasury Minute thereon ------- 


31 May 


- 


108 


103 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, for- 
warding memorial from the Relieving Officers of Clifden 
Union relative to the nonpayment of their salaries 


30 March 




108 




Enclosure in No. 103 ------- 




- 


109 


104 


Treasury Minute, authorising an advance of 63 /. 11 s. id. for 
payment of these salaries ...... 


2 April 


1850 


109 
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105 


The Poor Law Commissiniiers to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, re<juest- 


16 April 1850 




ing a grant of 1,000 /. for Tralee Union . - - - 


109 


106 

107 


Treasury Minute, declining to accede to the application 
The Poor Law Comraissieners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, on the 


19 April 
27 April 


110 


same subject --------- 


110 




The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, re- 








questing the Rate-in-Aid levied on Kanturk Union may be 
refunded - 


27 April 


in 




Enclosures in No, 108 ------- 


- 


112 


109 


Treasury Minute thereon ------- 


3 May 1850 


112 


no 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, on the 








same subject --------- 


7 May 


113 


111 


Treasury Minute, authorising a grant of 1,000/. for Tralee 


17 May 






Onion ------ 






The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. K. Trevelyan, re- 
questing a grant of S.50/. for erecting additional temporary 
workliouse accommodation in Cahirciveen Union 


23 Feb. 


114 




Treasury Minute, requesting to be informed what rates have 








been struck and collected in Cahircvieen Union since last 
harvest - 


26 Feb. 


114 


114 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, in reply 


4 Marcli 


115 


115 


Treasury Minute, authorising a grant of 850/. to provide 






additional temporary workhouse accommodation in Cahir- 
civeen Union - -- -- -- - 


5 March 


115 


116 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, «- 
questing a grant of 1 ,000 /. for Cahirciveen Union to provide 
lurther additional temporary workhouse accommodation 


iS May - 1 


115 




Enclosures in No. 116 ------ 




»»7 


117 


Treasury Minute, authorising a grant of 1,000 /. for the 
purpose of providing additional temporary workhouse accom- 


31 May 1850 


118 




modation in Cahirciveen Union _ . - - - 


118 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, re- 






questing a grant of 300/. to complete the purchase of land 
upon which temporary workhouse buildings have been 


8 October - 










119 




Treasury Minute, inquiring whether tlie 300/. could not be 


10 October 




paid out of the rates ------- 


119 


120 


Letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, in reply 


25 October - 


120 




Enclosure in No. 120- 


- 


120 




Treasury Minute, authorising a grant of 300/. to Cahirciveen 


2g October 1850 






Union 




uu 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, re- 








questing a grant of i,oco /. for Skull Union, to be applied 
•mwards payment of a debt due to Skibbereen Union for 


25 May 


121 




maintenance of Skull Paupers ----- 






. 


122 


123 


Treasury Minute, authorising a grant of 500 /. for Skull Union 






towards paying the debt due to Skibbereen Union ibr main- 
tenance of Skull paupers ------- 


31 May 1850 


122 




124 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, re- 






questing a further grant of 500 L for Skull Union, to be 
applied towards payment of Skibbereen Union . - - 


14 June 


122 




125 


Treasury Minute, authorising a further grant of 500/. to Skull 
Union 


18 June - 


123 


O.i 
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The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, re- 
questing a grant of 450/. for Ballinrobo Union, to provide 
additional workhouse accommodation .... 


8 June 


1850 


123 


127 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, relative 
to the pressure for relief in Ballinrohe Union, end re- 
questing n grant of i,ooo/. for temporary workhouse accom- 
modation, and 500/. for clotliing ..... 


10 June 




124 




Enclosure in No. 127 - 


- 




125 


128 


Treasury Minute, authorising a grant of 450/. for Ballinrobe, 
and stating that it is desirable to avoid, if possible, the ad- 
ditional expenditure of 1,300/. as proposed ... 


1 1 June 




12G 


129 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, in reply 


15 June 


- 


127 


130 


Treasury Minute, authorising a grant of l,ooo7. to Ballinrobe 
Union - 


18 June 


_ 


127 




The Pour Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, re- 
questing a further grant of 688/, {h.nlance of llate-in.Aid 
paid by Ballinrobe Union) for Ballinrobe Union 


19 June 




127 


132 


Treasury Minute, authorising an advance of 683 /. for Ballin- 
robe Union ......... 


21 June 


- 


128 


133 


Tlie Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, re- 
questing a grant of 400/. for Oughterard Union to restore 
workhouse buildings damaged by fire .... 


27 Sept. 




130 


^34 


Treasury Minute, authorisimr a grant of 400 / for Ou"hfcrard 
Union . . . : 


4 October 


_ 


IJO 


135 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevdvan, re- 
questing a grant of 2,000 /. to provide additional workhouse 
accommodation in Clifden Union ..... 


ifi Dec. 




130 


136 


Tlie Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, re- 
questing a grant of 2,000/. to provide additional workhouse 
aceomroodation in Westport Union ..... 


14 Dec. 




131 


137 


Treasury Minute, declining to sanction the proposed grants 
to Clifden and Westport Unions ..... 


21 Ja,ti. 


1851 


132 


138 ! 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, re- 
questing a grant of 1,150/. for Galway Union fur the 
erection of a building to be used as an industrial school for 
the workhouse children ....... 


19 Feb, 




132 


»39 


Treasury Minute, declining to sanction the proposed grant - 


21 Feb. 


- 


133 


140 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, re- 
questing a grant of 1,200/. for the erection of additional 
temporary workhouse accommodation in Galway Union 


13 June 




133 


141 


Treasury Minute, declining to sanction the proposed grant - 


17 June 


- 


1.34 


142 


'fhe Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, reporting 
on an application made by the Board of Guardians of New- 
castle Union for a grant of 6,880 /. from the Rate-in Aid pund 


15 April 




134 




Papers referred to in No. 142 ..... 


- 


. 


136 


U 3 


Treasury Minute thereon ....... 


29 April 


18.^1 


140 


144 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, request- 
ing a grant of 2,185 /. for Newcastle Unioo 


; 12 July 




140 


145 


Treasury Minute, authorising grant of 2,185/. to Newcastle 
Union - - - - . . . . -v- 


15 July 


_ 


141 


146 


Tlie Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, request- 
it's a grant of 600 L for Scariff Union, for erecting additional 
temporary hospital accommodation - - • - . 


17 June 




J41 


147 


Treasury Minute, authorising a graniof 600/. for Scariff Union, 
for erecting additional temporary hospital accommodation • 


19 Juno 


- 


142 
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so. 


SUBJECT. 


DATE. j : 




148 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, e.xplain- 
ino- the description of building intended to be erected in 
Scariff Union, with the above grant of b’oo 1 . - • • 


4 July 


1851 


142 


149 


Treasury Minute tliereon 


1 1 July 


- 


M3 


J50 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelj'an, relative 
to a grant of goo 1 . to provide clothing and bedding for the 
iniTiates of Scariff Union, and explaining the mode in which 
it is proposed to apply the balance of that grant 


38 Nov. 




M3 


151 


Treasury Minute thereon 


2 Dec. 




144 


J53 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E.Trevelyan, requests 
ing a grant of 300 1. for raising the idiot wards of the work- 
house of Castlebar Union - 


5 July 


- 


144 


103 


Treasury Minute, declining to sanction the grant - - - 


1 1 July 


- 


M5 


J54 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, request- 
ing an advance of 3,8Gof. for Killadysert, to enable that 
Union to make payments to Kiirush and Ennis Unions, for 
the maintenance of Killadysert paupers .... 


2g Nov. 




M5 




Enclosure in No. 154 ------- 




- 


146 


155 


Treasury Minute, declining to sanction the proposed grant 


3 Dec. 


J851 


146 


156 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, ia reply 


13 Dec. 


- 


M7 


t57 


Treasury Minute, autliorising a grant of 3,860 1 . to Killadysert, 
to be applied in payment of the cost of maintenance of Kil- 
ladvsert paupers in the workhouses of Ennis and Kiirush 
Unions ---------- 


ig Dec. 




i.)8 


158 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, on the 
same subject - 


20 Dec. 


- 


14S 


359 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, request- 
ing a grant of 500 1 . for Ballyvaghan Union, for payment of 
part of the amount due to Ennistymon Union for the main- 
tenance of Ballyvaghan paupers 


I g January 1853 


M9 


iCo 


Treasury Minute, authorising a grant of 500/. for Ballyvaghan 
Union 


j 13 January - 


150 


161 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, request- 
ing a further grant of 500/. for payment to Ennistymon 
Union ---------- 


17 Feb. 


1851 


MO 




Enclosures in No. 161 




- 


151 


iGa 


Treasury Minute, authorising a further grant of 500 /. - 


ig Feb. 


1851 


152 


163 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, request- 
in<r a grant of 800 1 . for ^Vestport Union, for die erection of 
a school in connexion with the workhouse ... 


6 Feb. 




152 




Enclosure in No. 163 


- 


' 


153 


164 


Treasury Minute, declining to sanction the proposed grant - 


10 Feb. 


1851 


154 




EMiGaATlotJ: 








165 


Treasury Minute, requesting the Poor Law Coraniissioners to 
report their opinion whether any part of the late-ia-aid can 
be advantageously applied in assisting emigration until next 


10 July 


1849 


154 


i6d 


; The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, with 
copies of reports from Poor Law Inspectors on the subject 
of the above Minute 


24 August - 


155 




Enclosures in No. 166 - 




- 


156 


J6-; 


' Treasury Minute thereon ------- 


n Sept. 


- 


171 
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No. 


B V B JKC T. 


DATE. 


TAGE. 


168 


Tfie Poor Law Conmissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, request- 
si grant of 2,000/. for Kenraare Union for emigration pur- 
poses 


12 Dec. 


1850 


172 


169 


Treasury Minute, requesting further information before sanc- 
tioning the proposed gram 


17 Dec. 


- 


172 


170 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, in reply 


31 Dec. 


- 


>73 


171 


Treasury Minute, authorising a grant of 2,000/. to Kenmare 
Union, for the purpose of aiding emigration - . . 


21 January 1851 


>7.5 


172 

1 


Tile Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. F,. Trevelyan, request- 
ing a grant of 1,100/. to provide an outfit for certain female 
orphan inmates of the Clare workhouses who are about to . 
emigrate to Van Diemen’s Land . - . - . 


20 March 




175 


>73 


Treasury Minute, authorising a grant of 1,100 1 . accordingly - 


SI March 


- 


176 


174 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, request- 
ing a further grant of 600/. for the same purpose 


, 14 June 


- 


176 


>75 


Treasury Minute, authorisine a grant of 6ofi 1 . accordingly 


17 June 


- 


177 


176 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, request- 
ing a grant of 2,000 1 . for Dingle Union, for defraying the 
expense of the emigration of pauper inmates of the work- 
house - 


12 April 




>77 




Enclosure in No. 176- 


- 




178 


>77 


Treasury Minute, authorising a grant of 3,000/. accordingly - 


15 April 


1851 


178 


178 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, request- 
ing a grant of 2,000 /. for each of the Unions of Cabiiciveen, 
Galway, Ennistymon, Kilrush, and Scarift’, for defraying the 
expense of the emigration of some of the inmates of the 
workhouses of those Unions ------ 


20 May 




.78 


>79 


Treasury Minute, authorising a grant of 3,000/. to each of the 
Unions of Cahirciveen, Galway, Ennistymon, Kilrush, and 
Scariff, for defraying the e.-spense of emigration - - - 


23 May 


_ 


180 


180 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, report- 
ing on a memorial of tlie Westport Board of Guardians for a 
grant of 3,000/. for emigration purposes - - - . 


.31 July 


_ 


180 




Enclosure in No. 179 ------- 


- 




181 


i8i 


Expenses of Treatment of Cholera Patients : 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trt velyan, request- 
ing a grant towards the expenses inciiired in the ireatment 
of cholera in the Galway Onion ----- 


15 June 


1849 


1 

182 




Enclosure in No. 181 - 


- 


- 


182 


iSs 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, request- 
ing a grant towards the exuenses incurred in the treatment 
of cholera in Westport Union - - - - - - 


1 16 June 


1849 


18.3 




Enclosure in No. 183 ------- 


- 


- 


184 


1 83 


Treasury Minute, requestlng.further information on the subject 
of the two preceding applications - - - - - 1 


19 June 


1849 


184 


184 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, in reply ' 


4 July 


- ‘ 


185 




Enclosures in No. 184- 






188 


>85 


Treasury 'Minute thereon • 


20 July 


1849 ' 


>94 


186 


The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan, in reply 


17 August 


- 


>95 




Enclosure in No. 18G - 






>99 


187 


Treasury Minute thereon 


31 August 


- 


>99 
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COPY Correspondence which has taken place between the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury and the Commissioners for 
Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, respecting 
the Advance, Distribution, or Expenditure of the Amounts raised 
under the Authority of the Act for a General Rate in Aid in Ireland. 



— No. l.~ 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
25th April 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissionei*s for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st 
instant, in reply to the Commissioners’ application of the 18th instant, for a 
further sum of 7,000?., in which you state that the Lords Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Treasuiy had authorized a further sum of 6,200 /., to be placed 
at the Commissioners’ disposal, being the balance of the 50,000 1. granted by 
Parliament. 

The Commissioners now desire to acquaint their Lordships that the amounts 
appearing necessary to be advanced to the distressed unions, wh.ich were in most 
of the cases applicable to the expenses of the week ending the 21st instant, 
make an aggregate total of 7,203 1 . ; but, in consequence of having only 6,200?. 
placed at their disposal, the Commissioners were compelled to issue that sum 
only. They were therefore obliged to deduct a sum of 1,003?. from the 
amounts appearing necessary for the several unions, by a per-eentage deduction 
from each. 

The Commissioners subjoin a statement, showing the amount required in 
each case, the amount sent, and the amount deducted from the week’s 
estimate. 



N.\ME OF UXIOIf. 


Amoaat required 
for tlie Week. 


Amuont sent. 


Amnunt deducted 
Eroin tlie Estimate 
for the Weelt. 


Ballino 

Ballinrobe 

Banlry - 
Castlebar - 

Clifdea 

Galway ------ 

Oort - 

Kenmare ------ 

Boscommoa - 

Swineford ------ 

Scnriff ------ 

Tuam 

Westport 

Dingle ------ 


£. s. d. 
820 - - 
1,US - - 
315 - - 
533 - — 
450 - - 
•600 - - 
310 - - 
285 - - 
480 - - 
380 - - 
600 - - 
400 - - ' 
680 - - ' 
250 - - 


£ «. d. 

700 - 
1,034 - - 
268 - - 
448 - - 
384 - - 

503 - - 
265 - - 
243 - - 
409 - - 
824 - - 

312 - - 
342 - - 

40-5 - ~ 
213 - - 


£. s. d. 
120 - - 
114 - - 
47 - - 
77 - - 
00 - - 
97 - - 
45 - - 
42 - - 

71 - - 
50 - - 

88 - - 
58 - - 

85 — - 
37 - - 


7,203 - - 


6,200 - - 


1,003 - - 



The Commissioners further desire to acquaint their Lordships that the 
amounts which the Commissioners estimate will be necessary to provide for the 



No. 1 . 
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No. 3. 



2 CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING AMOUNTS RAISED 

present week’s requirements, and the deficiency on the grants for the last 
week’s requirements, are as follow : 



NAME OF UNION. 


Estimated Amount 
week ending 
28 April 1849. 


Deficiency 
in Amount of Grant 
sent for the 
prorious Week. 


Total 

Estimated Amount 
required, week ending 
28 April 1849. 


Baltina ...... 

Ballinrobe ..... 

Bantiy 
Castlebar - 

Clifden 

Galway - 

Gort - - - .j. - . _ 

Keniiiare - 

Roscommon - . . _ - 

Swineford - 

Westport ...... 

Tuam 

Scariff - 

Dinglo 

Currick-on-Shannon .... 
Cahirciveen ..... 

Mohill - 

Ennis ...... 

Cholera (estimated) - . . - 

£. 


£. s, d. 
S20 - - 
780 - - 
315 - - 
625 - - 
450 - - 
660 - - 
400 - - 
285 - - 
480 - - 
380 - - 
580 - - 
400 - - 
600 - ~ 
260 - - 
300 - - 
200 - - 
300 - - 

800 - - 
500 - - 


£. s. d. 
120 - - 
114 - - 
47 — — 
77 - - 
60 - - 
97 - - 
45 - - 
42 - - 
71 - - 
56 - - 
85 - - 
58 - _ 

as - - 
37 - - 


£. s. d. 
940 - - 
894 - - 
SQ2 - - 
602 - - 
516 - - 
757 - - 
445 — - 
327 - - 
551 - - 
436 - - 
665 - - 
468 - - 
688 _ - 
287 - - 
300 - - 
200 - - 
800 - - 
800 - _ 
500 - - 


9,026 - - 


1,008 - - 


10,028 - - 



In reference to the unions of Ennis and Mohill, the Commissioners desire to 
refer to their communications of this date, recommending a grant to these 
unions. 

The Commissioners request that their Lordships will be pleased to place a 
further sum at their disposal, to enable them to meet the requirements of tlie 
present week, estimated as above at 10,028 Z. 



— No. 2. — 

Tbeasuby Minute ; dated 28th April 1849. 

Wbitb to the Poor Law Commissioners, acknowledging the i-eceipt of their 
letter, dated the 25th instant, applying for an issue of 10,028 Z., for the relief 
of distressed unions in the west of Ireland, and their letter, dated the 26th 
instant, applying for the issue of an additional sum of 700 to enable them to 
assist the vice-guardians of the Kilrush U nion during the ensuing week ; and 
state that Pai-liament has not sanctioned any grant for this purpose beyond the 
sum of 50,000 Z., which has been already issued. 

My Lords have, however, directed an advance of 6,000 Z., to be made to them 
from Civil Contingencies, to enable them to give relief in the cases of most 
urgent distress in the unions which stand in need of assistance, and that sum 
will be placed at their disposal by Deputy Commissary-general Dobree. 

Write to the Paymaster-general and Deputy Commissary-general Dobree 
accordingly, and apprise the Paymaster-general that the advance is to be 
ciiarged to Civil Contingencies. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
2d May 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to acjsnowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th 
ultimo, in reply to the Commissioners’ letters of the 25th and 26th ultimo, 

requesting 
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lequesiing that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury would be 
pleased to place a sum amounting to 10,728/. sterling at the disposal of the 
Commissioners, to enable them to assist 19 distressed unions; in which you state 
that Parliament has not sanctioned any grant for this purpose beyond the sum of 
50,000/. which has been already issued ; but that their Lordships have directed 
an advance of 6,000 1. to be made out of Civil Contingencies to enable the Com- 
missioners to give relief in the cases of most urgent distress in the unions which 
stand in need of assistance. 

In reference thereto the Commissioners desire to state, that they find by esti- 
mates received from the vice-guardians and temporary inspectors that the 
amount necessary to be advanced to 19 distressed unions towards the relief of 
295,827 persons, to enable the guardians to provide for the week in-mainte- 
nance, out-relief, and medical treatment, is 9,1“4/. 

This amount is exclusive of certain amounts required to provide for the 
expenses attending the treatment of cholera,, of which further estimates have 
been called for ; it is also exclusive of the amount of the deficiency in the 
amount of grants issued for the previous week, viz., 1,003/., as pointed out in the 
Commissioners’ letter of the 25th ultimo. 

The Commissioners have issued the sum of 6,000/. placed at their disposal 
to 19 distressed unions above referred to, but as the amount appearing to be 
required was 3,174/. more for the week than the amount available, the deficiency 
was deducted from the amounts appearing to be required by the several unions 
by a per-centage deduction from each. 

This deficiency in the amount of the remittance for the week, added to that 
for the previous week, makes a total deficiency of 4,177/- for the fortnight. 

"With regard to the effects which tliis deficiericy in the amountof assistance sent 
may be expected to produce iu the distressed unions, the Commissioners desire 
to point out that in nearly every instance the amount required is to enable the 
vice-guardians to pay for the supplies of the week ended 28th ultimo; that the 
debts already due to the contractors for supplies are so far above the amount 
which there is any reasonable hope of the unions being able to pay within a 
short period, that the supplies from week to week ai*e only advanced on the 
faith of the vice-guardians obtaining means to pay for the same at the close of 
each week, and that consequently it is to be apprehended that any disappoint- 
ment in the engagements fur one week will lead to an absolute stoppage of 
relief during the next week. 

The debts of the 19 unions to which the Commissioners are unable to send 
sufdcient assistance for the week’s requirements, amount to 187,286/. on a 
valuation of 1,051,242/., being an average debt of 3 j. Id., in the pound. 

In the case of Bantry Union, the Commissioners have to acquaint their 
Lonlships that a report from the temporary inspector has been this day received, 
stating that in consequence of the advances last week having been curtailed 
to the amount of 47/., the relieving officers were left without a shilling for the 
relief of any urgent cases of destitution, which leads to such cases being sent 
for food and shelter to the workhouse, and to the consequent overcrowding of 
the house ; and further stating, that the deaths in various parts of the union 
are daily increasing, and for the most part arise from want and exposure. 
And the’ inspector further states, that he deems it his duty to impress it strongly 
on the minds of the Commissioners that any derangement either in the amount 
or the time of issuing the weekly relief to the people must prove fatal to many ; 
and he adds, that the relief at present given is in itself barely sufficient to sup- 
port existence for tbe week, but that should eight or nine days elapse, the 
natural consequence must be staiTation and death ; and that the weekly esti- 
mates sent Uj) are calculated on the exact amount required for food only ior the 
current week, without including one shilUag in cash for urgent and pressing 
cases. 

The Commissioners subjoin a statement of the amounts appearing to be 
required by tlie several unions above referred to for the week, showing the 
amounts actually sent, and the amounts deducted from the requirements of the 
several unions. 

0.44. ^ - 
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COKRESPONDENCE RESPECTING AMOUNTS RAISED 



NAMES OF UNIONS. 



Baliina - 

Ballinrobe • 

Bantry - 
Cahircivaen 
Carrick-on-Shannon • 
Castlebar - 
Clifden ... 
Dingle ... 
Ennistymon 
Galway ... 
Gort - 

Kenmaro ... 
Kilmsh ... 
Mohill 
Roscommon 
■Scariff ... 

Swineford - - - 

Tuam ... 

Westport ... 



H eqalrcd 
for tlie TVcek. 


Amount seat. 


Amonnt dedncted 
from tlie 

Amount required. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


810 - - 


630 - _ 


280 - - 


720 - - 


471 - - 


249 - - 


350 - - 


229 - - 


121 - _ 


200 - - 


j 131 - - 


69 ■- - 


300 - - 


{ 190 - - 


104 - - 


340 - - 


1 353 - - 


187 - - 


500 - - 


327 - - 


173 - _ 


284 - - 


186 - - 


98 - - 


400 - - 


262 - - 


138 - - 


050 - . 


425 - - 


225 - _ 


350 - - 


229 - - 


121 - -. 


290 - - 


190 - - 


100 - ~ 


700 - - 


457 - _ 


243 - - 


300 - - ; 


19C - - , 


104 - - 


600 - - 


392 - - : 


208 - - 


070 - _ 


438 - - 


233 - - 


390 - - 1 


255 — — 


135 - - 


500 - _ j 


327 - - 


173 - - 


020 - - j 


406 - _ 


214 - _ 


9,174 - - j 


6,000 - - j 


3,174 - _ 



T ‘ Commissioners desii-e to remark tliat 

to fteir Lordships on the 25tl. ultimo ?o place 
fu^ at their disposal to enable them to assist this union in case of emersencv no 
“ <>.000/. last received has been appropriated to this unioif as there 
oes not appear to have been an absolute stoppage of relief although carried 
on uow entirely on credit to an e.vtent far bejmnd the Ss ofX® 
repay nutiun a reasonable time ; and as an instanee of the ii“glritLs a -Mna 
fjom the ivaiits of the necessary funds to meet the engagements of the Board 
of GuaiMmus it appears by a recent meeting that the gWdians mdm-ed the 
* r ™Gdoor works to be placed on the out-relief lists for support 
such to pay them: and also with regari to 

assistance tha? a like 

Commissioners now estimate that the sum of 12,000/. is necessarv to 
enable them to afford sufficient assistance to the distressed unions at the dose 
of the present week, taking into account the deficiency in the amount Mw senf 
towards the requirements of the last week amount now sent 



— No. 4. — 

Treasury Minute ; dated 4tli May 1849 . 

T 'j'p™ ^ the Poor Law Commissioners in reply to their letter that tbdr 
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— No. 5. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. -E. Trevelyan-, dated 
5th May 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief No. 
■of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th 
instant, in reply to the Commissioners’ letter of the 2d instant, in which they 
estimated that a sum of 12,000/. was necessary to enable them to afford 
sufficient assistance to the distressed unions at the close of the present week, 
taking into account the deficiency arising after the entire sum of 6,000 /. placed 
at the Commissioners’ disposal at the commencement of the week had been 
issued ; and with reference to the further sum of 5,000 1. now placed at the 
Commissioners’ disposal, as stated in your letter, the Commissioners desire to 
acquaint the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury that they Jiave 
directed sums to the amount of 3,174/. to be at once issued to cover the 
deficiency in the last remittances to the several unions, as pointed out in the 
Commissioners’ letter of the 2d instant. A balance of 1,826/. will thus remain 
at the disposal of the Commissioners, to meet the requirements of the present 
week, amounting, according to the estimate in the Commissioners’ letter of the 
2d instant, to 8,826/. 

This amount should in due course be remitted to the several unions at the 
beginning of next week. 



~ No. 6. — 

Treasury Minute, dated 8th May 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners with reference to their letters, dated No. 
the 3d and 5th instant, that their Lordships will autliorise Deputy Commissary- 
general Dobree to place at their disposal a further sum of 6,000 /. for the pur- 
pose of affording relief to the most distressed unions in Ireland. 



— No. 7. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan-, dated 
10th May 1849. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland direct me to refer to their letter of the 5th instant, in which they 
acquaint the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury that there would 
remain out of the last sum placed at the Commissioners’ disposal, for the pur- 
pose of assisting distressed unions in Ireland, after providing for the deficiency 
in the sums remitted for the week ended 28th April last, a balance of only 
1,826 /. to meet the requirements of the week ended 5th instant, which had 
been estimated at 8,826 /. 

In reference thereto, the Commissioners desire to acquaint their Lordships 
that the amount which, from the detailed estimates now received, it appears 
necessary to advance to 20 distressed unions is 10,165 /., being in most of the 
unions for the supplies of the week ended 5th instant. 

The Commissioners subjoin a statement of the amounts required by the 
several unions, also of the amounts which the Commissioners have directed to 
be appropriated to the several unions of the balance available out of the sum of 
5,000 L last placed at the disposal of the Commissioners, the deficieucv in the 
amount available being deducted by a per-centage deduction from the*se^•eral 
amounts required. 

0.44. A 3 
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(5 CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING AMOUNTS RAISED 





Amounts required. 


1 Amounts sent. 


Deficiency 
in tlie 

AnouQts sent. 






£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


£.■ 


S. £f. 


Ballina - - - - - - ! 


707 


_ 


_ 


140 


_ 




627 


_ _ 


Ballinrobc . . _ . - 


790 


- 


- 


140 


- 


- 


650 


- 


Bantry 


345 


— 


- 


60 


- 


— 


2S5 


_ _ 


Cabirciveen - - - - - 


275 


— 


- 


50 


- 


— 1 


225 


- _ 


Castlerea - 


400 


— 


- 


70 


- 


- 


330 


_ - 


CaTtick-on-Shannon - - - • 


300 


_ 


_ j 


54 


- 


- 


246 


— _ 


Castlebar ------ 


5S0 


- 


- i 


105 




- 


481 


- _ 


Clifdsn 


483 


- 


— 


i 90 


- 




392 


_ _ 


Dingle - 


802 


- 


- 


i 


- 


- 


348 


- - 


Ennistymon ..... 


700 


- 


- 


125 


- 


— 


576 


— - 


Gnlwav - 


040 


- 


— 


116 


- 


- 


531 


— - 


Gort - 


286 


— 


— 


50 


— 


- 


235 


- _ 


Kenmave - 


307 


- 


— 


55 


- 


_ 


262 


- _ 


Kilrush - 


774 


- 


- 


140 


- 


— 


634 


_ _ 


Mohill 


300 


_ 


- 


54 


— 


- 


246 


_ _ 


Roseommon ----- 


648 




_ 


loo 


- 


_ 


448 


_ _ 


Scariff - 


670 


- 




120 


- 


_ 


550 


_ _ 


Swiueibrd - . - , . 


417 


— 




75 


- 


_ 


342 


_ „ 


Tuain ' 


620 


- 


— 


114 


- 


- 


515 


_ - 


Westport ...... 


642 


- 


- 


115 


- 


- 1 


627 


- - 


Tot/l - - - 


10,165 


- 


- ^ 


1,826 


- 


- 1 


8,339 


' - 



With, respect to the Castlerea Union, the Commissioners desire to refer to 
their letter of this date, accompanying reports from the inspector representing 
the difficulties of that union. 

Tlie Commissioners fear, from many of the rejiorts received, that serious 
consequences may result from insufficient funds being sent to meet the urgent 
requirements of the distressed unions. 



— No. 8. — 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trev&lyan-, dated 
11th May 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th 
instant, in reply to the Commissioiiers’ letters of the 3d and 5th instant, in 
which you state that the Lords Commissioners have directed a further advance 
of 5,000 /. to be made, to enable the Commissioners to give relief in the most 
urgent cases of distress in tlie unions which stand in need of assistance. 

In reply, the Commissioners direct me to state, that their letter of yesterday’s 
date, will have acquainted their Lordships that the sum last placed at the 
Commissioners’ disposal is considerably less than the sum which the Commis- 
sioners believe to be necessaiy to meet the requirements of the distressed 
unions, on account chiefly of the supplies of provisions for the week ended 
5th instant, and, in a few instances, on account of the supplies for the pro- 
visions of the current week ; and the Commissioners desire to point out that 
the sum now placed at their disposal is considerably less than the sum which, 
by their letters of the 2d and 5th instant, they acquainted then- Lordships was 
estimated as necessary. 

With reference to the application of the sum of 5,000 /. tliis day, the Com- 
missioners desire to state that, from representations made by the temporary 
inspector and the vice-guardians of Thurles Union, they have come to the conclu- 
sion that, without an immediate remittance in aid of the cun’ent expenses, there 
would be at once a stoppage of relief in consequence of the contractors for 
provisions, to whom the imion is largely indebted, having refused to continue 
the. supplies. 

The Commissioners have to remark that the contractors who have discon- 
tinued the supplies are the Messrs, Russell, who, in their letter to the Commis- 
sioners 
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sioners of the 28th ultimo, threatened to stop die supplies in nine unions, in 
•which number Thurles Union is included. 

Under these circumstances the Commissioners apprehended that the conse- 
quences of funds not being immediately obtained by the vice-guardians would 
be most serious to the destitute poor of the union ; and they therefore directed 
that a sum of 250 1. should be advanced out of the fund last placed at their 
disposal to give relief in unions -n’hich stand in need of assistance, as a loan to 
be repaid from the next rate when collected. 

The Commissionei*s subjoin a statement showing the manner in which they 
have apportioned the balance of the 5,000 1., viz., 4,750 1, towards meeting the 
deficiency in the amounts last sent to 20 distressed unions, being in most of 
the unions for the supplies of the week ended the 5th instajit. The total 
amount required being 10,165 the amount first sent being 1,826 the 
oiiginal deficiency being 8,339 1. as set forth in the Commissioners’ letter of 
the 10th instant, and the deficiency still remaining being 3,589 1. 



UNIONS. 


1 Total Amount 

' required 

for tlic W'eek. 


Total jVmount 

of tile Fuude 
at the 

CommUiiioncrg' 
Disposal on 
the 7tli instaat. 


Defioienejr 
remaioing after ' 
tlic 

First Nemlttance 

Account of tLe 
Week. 


Amount directed 
to le seat 
oat of tlia Sum 
of 5,0001. 
last autliorizcd. 


Remaining 
Deficiency on 
tlie UtU Instant. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Ballina .... 


767 


140 


627 


355 


272 


Ballinrohe ... 


790 


140 


650 


370 


280 


Bantry .... 


346 


60 


285 


160 


125 


Cahirciveen - 


375 


60 


223 


130 


95 


Castlerea - - - ; 


400 


70 


330 


190 


140 


Carrick-on-Shannon 


300 


64 


246 


140 


106 


Castlebar ... 


586 


105 


481 


274 


207 


Clifden - - - 


482 


90 


392 


223 


169 


Dingle- - ' - 


302 


54 


248 


140 


lOS 


Ennistymon - • - 


700 


125 


1 675 


330 


245 


Galway ... 


646 


115 


581 


300 


231 


Gort - - - - 


285 


50 


235 


134 


101 


Keamare 


307 


55 


232 


144 


lOS 


Kilrush ... 


774 


. 140 


684 


360 


274 


Mohill .... 


300 


54 


246 


140 


IOC 


Roscommon - - - 


548 


1 100 


448 


255 


193 


Scariff - • - • 


670 


1 120 


550 


820 


230 


Swineford ... 


417 


' 75 


342 


195 


147 


Tuani - - - - 


629 


: 114 


515 


290 


00 f, 


Westport - - - 


642 


1 115 


527 


300 


227 


Total - - £. 


10,165 


■ I,S26 


8,339 


4,750 


3,569 



The requirements of the present week will be represented to their Lordships 
to-moiTOw ; but the Commissioners desire earnestly to submit to their Lord- 
ships the absolute necessity that exists for fuither funds being remitted 
■without any delay, otherwise there appears to be imminent risk of fatal con- 
sequences ensuing; the wants of the several xinions being far beyond the 
assistance which the Commissioners have been enabled to afford. 



Enclosures in No. 8. 

I. 

Sir, Timrles, 0 May 1849 . 

In reply to your letter of 2d instant, No. 28 , 106 / 1849 , requesting the observations of End. 
the vice-guardians in reference to the commimication of Messrs. Russell Sc Sons, of Lime- 
rick, on the subject of the large amount due to them for meal and bread stuffs supplied to 
this union, I regret to slate that the decease of Mr. hite, vice-guardian, has deprived me 
of much assistance towards furnishing such obseivatious as might be satisl'actoi y. 

Mr. La Barte informed me that he furnished his observations on the subject in a recent 
report to ihe Commissioners. 

0.44. A 4 It 
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It is too true that tlie large sum of 6 , 000 1. is due to Messrs. Russell 8c Sons, and that no 
payment has been made to them, as agreed on at the time of entering into the last con- 
tract. It appears, however, that all former engagements entered into with them by this 
union have been satisfied. After the lapse of a ft w weeks the union ouglit to be in a position 
to ^eedily satisfy all its present engagements. 

For the better understanding of the arrangements entered into between the contiaciors 
and the late vice-guardians, the clerk was directed {vide Minutes of Sd instant) to writ e to 
Messrs. Russell i: Sons. Their reply, of wliich I subjoin a copy, was received yesterday, 
advancing certain propositions in reference to the dischurge of the present and future liabi- 
lities of the union to them, arising out of the existing contract. 

The vice-guardians are now, from want of funds, placed in the very painful position of 
being quite unable to make any payment whatever on foot of their account. Immediately 
after the striking of a new rate, payments can be made, as I before remarked. It is to be 
regretied that a rate was not struck with that promptitude that the necessities of the union 
required. 

I have, &c. 

To William Stanley, Esq., (signed) John Waddy, 

Secretary, Poor haw Commission Office, Vice-guardian 

Dublin. ^ 



II. 



- , , Limerick, 4 May 184D. 

In reply to your letter of 3d instant, we beg to state that vye have already, iii writing, 
noticed the vice-guardians that we should discontinue the supply of bread stuns, and since 
that, verbally. Ill your own presence, only consenting, at the earnest entreaty of Mr. Whyte, 
to supply for this week, which he said would enable him lo communicate with the Com- 
missioners, make futme arrangements, and make a proposition to us after last Tuesday’s 
meeting. This has not been done. ^ ' 

We now bog to iiilbrm the vice-guardians tliat, having failed to pay us for every 
month s delivery within six weeks after, according to agreeineni, and the amount now due 
(about 6,000 f) being so enormous and inconvenient to us, we can only consent to supply 
further, that is, to ihe 20 ih June, the lime stated in the contract, on a guaiantee fron'i 
under the hands of the Poor Law Commissioners, that the entire sum that iiuLy be due 
to us, on foot of all deliveries up to said aoth June, shall be paid by insialments mi’d entirely 
liquidaied withm three months from iliai date; that Is. per ton be added to price lor 
lulure deliveries for each and every week that payment shall be delayed, the present riebt 
being first cleared oft, and an acknowledgment of the interest to which we are leaallv 
entitled, 6 per cent., on the sum at present due us, from the time it should have been paid 
up to the time it shall be paid. ^ 



Mr. James Fogarty, 
Clerk of Union, Thurles. 



We are. See. 

(signed) J. N. Russell 8r Son. 



m. 



. . Dublin, 10 May 1649. 

UPON my arrival in Dublin for the purpose of personally representinc: to the Commis- 
sioners the urgent and deplorable circumstances in which the union of Thurles is m.w 
placed from the want of sufficient funds to provide for the destitute poor even for the cur- 
rent week. I have been apprised of the contents of your letter of the 0th instant, 
INo. 29,940, informing the vice-guardians that the Commissioners cannot ,uive the guarantee 
stipulated for by the Messrs. Russell 8c Sons in their commuiiication of the 4lh instant, as- 
ihe condition upon which they can alone continue to supply the union with bread stuffs to- 
the 20lh of June next; but that the utmost the Commissioners can undertake to do will 
be to guarantee the payment of interest on any sum the vice-guardians may be enabled to. 
raise on loan. 



I have lo state that the treasurer of the union has been already applied to for a snmU 
advance upon the credit of the next rale, with the guarantee for the payment of the iiiiercst 
as before, stated, but a decided refusal was given by the directors of the National Bank to 
make any advance whatever to the union. 

It has now become manifestly impossible, in the absence of sufficient funds, and without 
credit, that the vice-guardians can continue to provide for the weekly support of the desti- 
tute poor now receiving out-duor relief, and amounting to nearly 14,000 souls, and unless 
the Coni^missioners can obiain the perinission of the Treasury to make an advance bv wav 
ol loan lor a short time, until either a new contract, upon ftir and reasonable terms, can be 
entered iiilo by the vtce-guurdiaiis on behalf of the union, or immediate steps tuken for 
striking rates sufficient to meet the ordinary expendiuire of the union, out-door relief must 
cease altogether. I have, therefore, to request that the Commissioners will make an imme- 
diate advance to the vice-guardians of such amount as will obviate the necessity of witli- 

drawlu:: 
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drawine relief from the destitute poor now receiving it. I have to add that it will be altogether 
impossible to collect so much of the outstanding arrears of poor rales as will enable the 
union to meet its liabilities and provide for its prospective wants until such time as a new 
rate can be put in course of being collected, and tnat no other resource is now available 
but an advance from the Commissioners by way of loan, to be repaid out of the next raies. 

I have, 8cc. 

To William Stanley, Esq., (signed) J. M. La Barte, 

Secretary, &c. &c. tc. Poor Law Inspector. 



— No. 9. - 



Tlie Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan \ dated 
12th May 1849. 



I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to state, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that the amounts which appear necessaxy to provide 
for the supplies of the present week in 1 5 distressed unions, are the following : 





£. j. (1. 




£. s. d. 


Bttllina ... 


770 - - 


Kenmare ... 


3S5 - - 


Bttllinrobe - 


795 - - 


Kilrusb ... 


774 - - 


Bantry - 


880 - - 


Itoscommon ... 


000 - - 


Caliirciveen . * - 


276 - - 


Swineford ... 


415 - - 


Carrick-on-SliaDDOn 


320 - - 


Tuam - - - - 


625 - - 


Castlebar ... 

Clifden ... 


610 - - 

600 - - 


Westport ... 


665 — - 


Gort - 

Galway ... 


300 - - 
C42 - - 


Total - - - 


8,006 - - 



In addition to the above amounts, it appears necessary to send, at the begin- 
ning of the week ending the 1 9th instant, the following amounts to five unions 







£. 


Dingle - 


. 


350 


Scariff - 


. 


640 


Castlerea - 


. 


400 


Thurles - 


- 


250 


Ennistymon - 


‘ 


600 


Total - - 


- - . 


2,240 



These amounts, together with the amounts required for the 1 o unions for the 
present week, make a total of 10,246 1. required, over and above the deficiency 
in the previous remittances pointed out in the Commissioners’ letter of the 11th 
instant. 

The Commissioners estimate that a further sum exceeding 8,000 Z. will pro- 
bably be required to meet the necessities of the ensuing week in 15 unions 
above named, which have not yet received any advance on account of the 
present week. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. Stanley, Secretary. 



No. 



Treasury Minute; dated 14th May 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, acknowledging the receipt of their kq. 
letters noted in the margin, (two dated the lOth instant ; four dated the 11th 
instant ; two dated the 12th instant), and state that my Lords have directed 
that a further sum of 5,000 L may be advanced from Civil Contingencies for 
the purpose of affording relief in the most distressed unions in the west of 
Ireland, and Deputy Commissary-general Dobree will be authorised to place 
that sum at their disposal. 



- No. II. — 
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No. 12. 



No. 13. 



CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING AMOUNTS RAISED 



— No. 



11 . — 



Treasury Minute ; dated 15 May 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, in continuation of the letter of yes- 
terday’s date, that their Lordships have directed a further sum of 5,000 1. to be 
issued to them for the purpose of affording relief to the distressed unions. 



— No. 12. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Treoelyan ; dated 
18th May 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland, to state, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that the further sum of 10,000 1., authorised to be 
issued to distressed unions this week, as notified in your letters of the 14th and 
15th instant, has been issued to the undermentioned unions, against the names 
of each of which is shown the amount issued from the above sum ; and the 
amount of the deficiency for the week, including that reported to their Lord- 
ships on the 11th instant. 



UNIONS. 


Amount 

Sent. 


Deflcicocy. 


UNIONS. 


Amount 

Sent. 


Deficiency. 




£. 


£. 




£. 


£. 


Ballina - 


(590 


352 


Kenniare - - - 


SCO 


83 


Ballinrobe - 


710 


365 


Kilrusli - 


600 


338 


Bantry - 


410 


95 


Mohill - 


60 


46 


Caliirciveen 


250 


120 


Roscommon 


530 


263 


Carrick-on-Shannon - 


280 


146 


Scariff ... 


780 


100 


Castlebar - - - 


540 


277 


Swiueford - 


440 


122 


Castlerea - 


860 


180 


Tliurles - 


250 


— 


Clifden - 


550 


119 


Tuam - . - 


560 


290 


Dingle - . - 


300 


158 


Westport - - - 


590 


302 


Ennistynion 


660 


285 


Lisiowel - - - 


250 


- 


Galway - 






Total • - £. 


10,000 


4,185 


Go]-t - 


260 


141 










1 



The Commissioners estimate that in addition to the above named deficiency 
a further sum of not less than 1 1,000 1 . will be required at the commencement 
of the ensuing week to meet the requirements of the several unions. 



— No. 13. — 

Sir C. E. Trevelyan, to the Poor Law Commissioners ; dated 
21st May 1849. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to 
acquaint you, with reference to your letter of the 18th instant, that my Lords 
have du-ected that a further sum of 5,000/. may be advanced from Civil Contin- 
gencies for the purpose of affording relief in the most distressed unions in 
Ireland; and Deputy Commissary-general Dobree has been directed to place 
this sum at your disposal. 
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The Poor Lav? Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
23d May 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of no. 14. 

the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st 
instant, stating that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have 
authorised a further advance of 6,000 1. to distressed unions in Ireland. 

In reply, I am to acquaint their Lordships that this sum has been appro- 
priated to the relief of 19 distressed unions, according to the estimates of their 
several requirements for the week, now received, so far as the sum would 
suffice for the pui-pose, the deficiency being deducted in per-centage propor- 
tions from the several estinaates. 

The Commissioners subjoin a statement of the amounts appropriated to the 
several unions on the estimates for the week, and of the deficiencies thereon ; 
also the amount of the previous deficiency, as reported to their Lordships on 
the 18th instant. 



UNIONS. 


Amount 

Appropriated 

outoftlie 

£.5,000. 


Deficicucy 
OB t!ie Week’s 
Estimates. 


UNIONS. 


AmouQt 
Appropriated 
ont of the 
£. 6,000. 


Deficiency 
on the Week's 
Estiniates. 




£. 


£. 




£. 


£. 


Beilina ... 


450 


380 


Kilrush - 


270 


230 


Ballinrobo - 


460 


390 


; Molill 


160 


140 


Bantry - 


200 


150 


, Roscommon 


320 


230 


Cahirciveea 


160 


140 


: Scariff - 


350 ' 


300 


Carrick-on-Shannon - 


170 


160 


Swineford - - - 


160 


140 


Castlebar • - - 


330 


280 


Tuom ... 


320 


280 


Costlerea - 


160 


140 


Westport - 


380 


330 


ClitHen 


280 


230 


Total - - 


5,000 


4,250 


Dingle - 


j 80 


70 








Galway - 


1 390 


330 


Previous deficiency ri 


eported 


1 4,183 


Gort - 


160 


140 


1 Total deficiencv - £. 


i 8,436 


Kenmare - 


1 200 


150 




— 





The Commissioners request that their Lordships will be pleased to authorise 
a further advance this week, the sum last authorised being insufficient to meet- 
the requirements of the several unions. 



— No. 



15. — 



Treasury Minute ; dated 24th May 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, acknowledging the receipt of their 
letter, and state that my Lords ivill authorise Deputy Commissary-general 
Dohree to hold at their disposal a further sum of 5,000 1., which will be ad- 
vanced to him from Civil Contingencies, for the purpose of affording relief to 
the distressed unions in the west of Ireland. 



— No. 16. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan . ; dated 
26th May 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of >4^,^ iG. 
the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th insT., 
stating that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury have autho- 
rised a further issue of 5,000 /. to distressed unions. . 

0.44. B 2 In 
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No-. :8. 



Lial of Unions : 
Ballinn, Bantry, 
Castlerea, Clonmel 
Dingle, Ennis, 
GalVvay, Gleaties, 
Kanturk, Kilrush, 
Loughrea, Roscrea 
ScarifF, Swineford. 



12 CORRESPOJ^DENCE RESPECTING AMOUNTS RAISED 

la reply, the Comroissioners desire to acquaint their Lordships that from the 
above fund, sums amounting to 4,250 1. have been issued to 19 unions to cover 
the deficiency in the amounts sent on the last week’s estimates, as set forth in 
the Commissioners’ letter of the 23d instant. 

Of the remaining 750 1, the Commissioners have felt it necessary to issue a 
further sum of 250 1. to Listowel Union as a loan, to be repaid out of the rates ; 
100 L to Ballina Union, towards the expenses of relief, the previous advances 
being reported to have been insufficient to a very considerable extent ; and the 
balance of 400 1. to six distressed unions to enable the guardians to meet the 
necessary expenses of cholera ti-eatment ; viz., 50 1. to each of the four unions 
of Ballinrobe, Castlebar, Galway, and Westport, 100 1. to Clifden, and 100 1. to 
Skibbereen Union, in which the disease is reported to have broken out, and in 
which the want of funds even for the support of the poor has led to repeated 
applications for assistance recently. 

With regard to the further requirements of the several unions, the Com- 
missioners find that on the ensuing week’s estimates the requirements for the 
support of the poor in the distressed unions to which it will be necessary to 
make advances amount to 10,000 1., exclusive of deficiencies to the present 
date. 

The Commissioners urgently request that further funds may be forwarded at 
the commencement of the ensuing week, and they feel it necessary to point 
out to their Lordships that delay in the remittances to the unions renders a 
stoppage of relief imminent, when the vice-guardians have no other resource, 
and are already so far involved in liabilities to contractors as to render it im- 
possible to obtain an e.xtension of the credit. 



— No. 17.— 

Treasury Minute ; dated 29th May 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners with reference to this letter, that 
their Lordships have authorised Deputy Commissary-general Dobree to place 
at their disposal the sum of 10,000 1., reported to be necessary to make 
advances to distressed unions during the present week. 



— No. 18. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
26th May 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to forward to you, for the information of the Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, extracts from reports recently received 
from temporary inspectors and vice-guardians of the several unions named in 
the margin, showing the great extent of destitution and the wretched condition 
of a great part of the population of those unions. 

It will be observed that much of tlie suffering which has been endured by 
the destitute poor, as described in these extracts, has arisen from the fact, that 
under the existing law, out-door relief to the able-bodied can only be given in 
food ; provision not being made to supply this class with shelter, fuel, and 
clothing otherwise than by admission to the workhouses. Where the latter, 
therefore, have been full, much privation has been felt by this class, even when 
relieved in food, especially in unions in which evictions on a large scale have 
taken place, the persons so relieved frequently giving, as the price of their 
lodging, a portion of their weekly allowance of food, and crowding together 
in the cabins of the country under circumstances almost sure to generate 
disease. • ® 

A great mortality has, without doubt, taken place recently in some of the 
unions through the causes above mentioned, combined, as they have been, 
with the prevalence of fatal epidemics, as fever, diarrhoea, and dysentery, and 

in 
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in some cases with the fearful ravages of the cholera, which has uow visited 
nearly 50 of the 131 unions in Ireland. 

In connexion with these facts the Commissioners respectfully call the at- 
tention of their Lordships to the accumulated deficiencies in the amount of the 
orants which the Commissioners have found themselves enabled to remit to 
some of the distressed unions. In such cases the inspectors and vice-guardians 
have frequently made complaint to the Commissioners of the serious embar- 
rassment caused by the deficiency or delay in meeting their requirements, 
estimated as they have been solely for the supply of food necessary from day to 
day, and without reference to the payment of previous debts, or the maintenance 
of the several establishments. 

The Rate-in-Aid Bill having received Her Majesty’s assent, the Commissioners 
beo- to submit to their Lordships’ consideration, whether an eai-ly remittance 
should not now be made of such extent as to meet not only the estimated 
requirements of the ensuing week (as set forth in another letter of the Com- 
missioners of the same date with this), but likewise, to cover the amount of the 
deficiencies above alluded to, for the discharge of liabilities recently incurred 
by the vice-guardians under promise of prompt payment, in the expectation of 
receiving larger grants than actually went to them. 

The Commissioners have made a careful review of the details before them 
which bear upon this point, and they have to report their belief that the total 
sum required to cover those deficiencies, and to place the embarrassed unions 
on a sounder footing as to their contracts for food, will not exceed a sum of 
1 2,000 beyond the requirements of the ensuing week, and of the propriety of 
an^ early remittance of that extra amount the Commissioners entreat their 
Lordships’ favourable consideration. 



Enclosures in No. 18. 

r. 

Ballixa Union. 

Extract from Vice-Guardians’ Report; 19th May 1849. 

As the most important feature in the management of the union, we would beg to advert £r;cls. in No. iS. 
to its present financial condition. 

For some weeks past the funds placed at our disposal have not more than sufficed to 
defray one-third of the expenditure for food and necessaries alone for in-door and out-door 
relief, the rates collected during that period being very trifling, leaving us altogether depen- 
dent on the advances. The credit which we induced contractors to afford (one, Mr. Charles 
Maliev, having acted most liberally in this respect) has sustained us 10 the present time 
•without any imerruption to the relief operations; but that credit is now completely ex- 
hausted, and it is only a matter of surprise to us that where such large sums are already 
due by the union, persons are still found to afford supplies without cash payments, and thus 
for the time keep off our embarrassment. We have, ho-wever, no expectations that any 
orders after those granted 10 -dav for the ensuing week will be honoured, unless we are able 
to make full payments ; and it follows, as a matter of course, that in any other course than 
the latter rtlief must be diminished or cease altogether. The cost ol provisions for out-door, 
and provisions and necessaiies for in-door, relief alone for the past week was 811 1 . ■*<(• 

and as no rate is now being collected there are some (.tlier charges of equal urgency which 
would also require to be^met. We have heretofore refrained from making any urgent 
statements reo-urdinv our embarrassments, but our position is now so serious and critical that 
we feel it our”duty to inform you what must be the alternative should we ftil in procuring 
at least 900 /. within the ensuing week. 

We will not anticipate the consequences of the cessation of relief in this union, even lor 
one week, comprehending such a locality as Erris, which forms with its separate establish- 
ments almost a distinct union, the entire being more than equal m extent to four average- 
sized unions. But from the unequivocal destitution and helplessness of those relmveo, 
ascertained by us beyond a doubt, bv constant examination and inquiry, it is net difficult 
to foresee the results’ We feel confident that the euiire numbers relieved, with as few 
e.vceptions as possible under tlie circumstances, are solely dependent on relief for the 
•preservation of their lives, and we think an examination of the system pursued in the 
Ballioa Union will show that it has been as economical as effectual. 
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II. 

Ballika Union. 

Extract fiom Captain Hamilton’s Report, of May 20 th 1849. 

The distress which now exists among all chisses has perhaps never been e-sceeded during 
the last three years, notwithstanding whicli the most extraordinary exertions have been 
made by those who are in the occupation of land to put in a crop, so much so, that it is 
doubtful whether a great many of them wilt not have to give up their holdincrs or starve. 



ITI. 

Bantry Union. 

Extract from Captain Haymes' lleport ; dated 13th May 1840. 

I HAVE tite honour to leport, for the information of the Commissioners, that little altera- 
tion has taken place in the state of the union with reference to the destitution existing 
since my last report. 

This extreme destitution can scarcely ad mit of further increase, as nearly lialf the popu- 
lation of the union have no means of existence until the harvest comes round, and even the 
small farmers are as much in want as the paupers themselves. I am, however, happy to 
report that the deaths have been much decreasrd this past week, which I attribute in great 
measure to the arrangements that have been made for the issue of relief in Indian meal in 
lieu of money, as it was lately proved that a man died the day after he received his weekly 
allowance, and when found had 7 d. in his pocket. 



IV. 

Bantry Union. 

Extract from Captain Haymes’ Report, of 20 th May 1840. 

From the long continuation of want and wretchedness the people of this union have 
become so weak and emaciated, that I do not anticipaie we shall have many on the list as 
really able-bodied men. I have directed the relieving officers to be particular in the classi- 
applicants, as the extra allownnce of meal is only to be given to men capable 
of doing a fair day’s work, in order to keep up their strength to work for themselves in 
harvest time. 



V. 

Castlerea Union. 

Extract from Mr. AucJimvty’s Report. 

I BEG to stale that the applicants for relief are increasing considerably. Onthe relieving 
officer s application and report books there were between 1,200 and 1,300 persons for the 
mstweek; the_ poverty of the people is getting worse everyday; a certain sign of their 
chstress is iheir parting with everything they have, to procure food. On a market-dav in 
ihis town I have seen 200 goals for sale ; a donkey could be bought for 2 s. ; the price 
for the inferior description of horned cattle is deplorable, they can hardly be sold in ihe 
fairs at any price ; a cow that was worth 5 L some time since would not now bring half the 
arnount. The price of provisions is increasing. The markets latterly are not welt supplied 
witbmeM. For the next four monihs we must entirely rely on being supplied with Indian 
meal. Ihere is nothing like the quantity of poiatoes being planted this season as there 
was last year ; there .seems to be hardly any employment going on. 



VI. 

Clonmel Union. 

Extract from Major Report, dated 4th May 1849. 

I regret to have to report that the state of the Clonmel Union is again assuming a far 
from satisfactory aspect. The extent of destitution causes an amount of pressure for relief 
which appears lo be weekly increasing, and the guardians have been latterly occupied for 
two successive days in each week solely with the disposal of these cases, while the greater 
immber of the applicants now readily enter the workhouse, and when in it remain there, so 
that It IS a matter of extreme difficulty to obtain in it room for the cases of very doubtful 
distress, and those (more urgeni) of parties destitute of shelter, or whom from their 
exhausted and precaiious state it is imperative to admit in order to save their lives. 

Ihe crowds that besiege the workhouse gates on the days of admission are greater than 
n the most trying period of January last, and I have no aoubt that the lists of those on 
out-door relief will rapidly increase to an amount beyond what they have yet any time been. 
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VII. 

CtoNMEL Union. 

Extract of a Report from Major Holiday, Temporary Poor Law Inspector; 
dated I8th May 1849. 

The amount of distress and destitution existing in this county, I lament to slate, appears 
to be daily increasincr, and when I mention the fact that the unfortunate persons in the gaol 
whose terms of imprisonment have expired, resist being sent out of it, and openly announce 
their rkolution 10 be sent back in 24 hours rather ihan remain at liberty, it must be 
expected that itie pressure upon the guardians of this union for relief should continue 
exueme. On Monday last the Board”sat, engaged in the disposalof such cases without 
imemiission from 11 o’clock to 8 p.m., and as the little employment still to be obtained 
among the farmers will cease at the end of this month, the out-door relieflisisare, I fear, 
almost certain to increase largely from that period to the mouth ol July. 



VIII. 

Dingle Umov. 

Extracts from Mr. O'Brien's Report, of 9th May 1840. 

The nombers at present receiving relief in this union are, in workhouse 1094 : on out- 
door relief 8,790. The spread of pauperism has been and still is very great, and I do 
believe such is the squalidly wretched appearance of the population generally, that if tlie 
house accommodation had not been extended sti much, and in such good time, the number 

of recinienis of relief would have ere this exceeded 13.000. • j i 

The clothincr of the people who come before the Board as applicants for relief, and who 
are evevywliere to be met wiih through the country, is here especially wretched, it indeed 
the miserable rags they appear in can be dignified with the name of clothing, ami as no 
legal provision exists for supplying this serious want, it would be hard to e.xaggerate the 
sulferino-s tliat must inevitably ensue amongst the classes in receipt of out-door relief, when 
a little further time vendeis it impossible to continue the use of their present covering. 

I am aware it is not in your power to sanction the adoption of any measures to meet 
such cases, but the subject is one of such importance that I have felt it right to make 
allusion to it here, as it appears to me worthy of consideration whether steps will not soon 
be absolutely necessary to provide some legal remedy. 



IX. 

Ennis Union. 

Extract from Report of Captain O' Brim, Poor Law Inspector, of 17th May 1849. 

I BEG to inform the Commissioners, that in the course of the week ending on Saturday 
last I completed the scrutiny of the relief lists in the electoral divisions of Cbndegad and 
Clonlea, and I scrutinized that of ihe electoral division of Ruane. i 

In Clondegad 37-8 per com. of the population (1841) are on out-door relief. The people 
presented an appearance of great misery. Many bore traces of recent illness, and nearly 
all of nrivation. Dvseniery and fever arc prevalent among them. When once their hwlth 
fails Indian meal becomes unsuitable food for them, particularly when not well cooked ; 
the system is incapable of assimilating it, and tliey suffer from actual want ot nutriment. 
These consequences .ire mote apparent in .he children, svhose r.asted forms present a 
iriti-iblfi suectacle, whidi is the more distressing when one is unable to afiord relief, liiere 
mauv cases where one or two members of a family, above 15 years of age, share the 
food of the remaindeF, aud I contemplate tlie necessity of an extension of the sealed order 
to meet such cases. 

In Clonlea, 39-6 of the populaimn 



•e receiving out-door relief. Though the people 
1 health, they looke ’ ’ • .1 e 

clondegad. They suffer in a similar manner, bui in a mud 
clothing, however, struck me more than even at Clondegad. 



cenera'^lThad^^o‘tU^ l^ealth, they looked much better than those of 

r-i..,. 4 B<rnfl Tbe-v suffer^^ in a similar manner, bui in a much less degree. Their want of 



X. 

Galway Union. 

Extracts from Vice-Guardian’s Report, of 14ih May 1849. 

I FIND the monetary affairs in a vary embarra^sed state, the liabilities of the union being 
upwards of 12,000 i.; there is a balance of uneollected rate amounfaDg to 9,718 9 s. lOrf., 

and a sum of 437 I 17 «• 1 remaining unaccounted for m the hands of the collectors. 
The rates lodged during the last two months average about 70 /. per week, whilst the cur- 
rent e.spenses'amount to between 700 1 and 800 1. weekly. Several 
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Several of ihe creditors of the union are taking law proceedings against the vice-guardians- 
for the recovery of sums due to them, which were principally contracted by the elected board 
of guardians. 

The destitution throughout the union is very great. The pallid cheeks and rngged garments 
of the numerous applicants for relief bespeak the utmost starvation and misery. 



XI. 

Gai.way Union. 

Extract from Vice-Guardian's Report ; dated 19th May 1940. 

The numbers on out-door relief are going up faster than we liad anticipated. We regret 
to say the destitution in all parts of this union is very great indeed. Our attention is still 
closely given to the applicants for relief; and while we freely give to those who want, we 
steadily'and deierminedly keep to the workhouse test when we have reason to suspect, 
imposition. The numbers on the 12 th instant were 17,812. 



XII. 

Glbnties Union. 

Extract from Captain O'Ndirz Report; dated 14ih May 1849. 

I HAVE been urging the collectors to distrain ell those who have not as yet paid up their 
rates, but they have told me, in almost every insiance, that the small bccupiers who are ia 
arrears have nothing wliaiever, either on their land or on their premises, to seize, and that 
many of the ratepayers are infinitely greaier objects of charity than the paupers in the 
workhouse- Mr. Quigley, one of the collectors, assures me that, to his own knowledge, 
some of the occupiers who are ratepayers have not tasted a drop of milk for the last 12 
months, but are obliged to sell it to pay their rents and the poor rates. Under these- 
circumstances I fear that it will be most difficult to get in much more of the rates in this- 
union. 



XIII. 

Kanturk Union. 

Extract from Report of Vice-Guardians, of 1 st May 1 849. 

We have the honour to report, for the week ending 28 th April, that the applications for- 
relief have been very numerous, and many cases of extreme destitution having appeared. 
The applieams having no dwellings, we were obliged reluctantly lo admit them to prevent 
them fiom perishing, and a great proportion of these were in a state of disease, either from 
•lysentery or fever. This Itas prevented our being able to make any material reduction of 
the numbers in the house, although we are most anxious to do so. Many widows with 
children are desirous of accepting out-relief, but are prevented by part of their families- 
being in hospital. 



XIV. 

Kilrosh Union. 

Extract from Captain Kennedy's Report ; dated 7th May 1849. 

An unusual press of business prevented me forwarding a veport for the week ended- 
28th April, and since that period [ have been very closely occupied on various pressing 
matters of detail. 

For the last few days I have luid the advantage of Mr. Phelan’s advice and opinion upon 
the sanntory state of the union generally, and more particularly upon the temporary 
establishments for the relief of cholem and other epidemics. I will not anticipate Mr. 
Phelan by entering upon the details of a subject he will no doubt report upon fully. 

I accompanied him on his inspection of all the cholera and fever hospitals, and gained 
much valuable practical information by so doing. 

The general state of the union causes me serious anxiety and piiia. I cannot conceal 
from myself ihai the condition of the poor becomes daily worse, and the -mortality more 
disticssing. 

I have conducted Mr. Phelan through the western portion of the union, and I would 
hope that the Commissioners would call upon him to state his opinions, and afford the 
tieiiefii of his matured experience, as I freely confess lliat I distrust my own judgment in 
such trying circumstances. 

I timl ihut^my constant and untiring exertions make but little impression upon the mass 
of fearful sufiering ; as soon as one huvde of houseless and all but nakerl paupers are dead, 
nr provitled for in the workhouse, another wholesale eviction doubles the number, who in 
iheir turn pass through tlie same ordeal of wandering from hout^e to house, or burrowinc^ in 
bogs, or behind ditches, till broken down by privation and exposure to the elements, t&ey 
seek the workhouse, or die by the roadside. The slate of some districts of the union during 
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the last 14 days baffles description; 16 houses, containing 21 families, have been levelled 
in one small village in “ Killard ” division, and a large Dotnber in the rural parts of it. As 
cabins become fewer, lodgings, however miserable, become more difficult to obtain; and the 
helpless and hopeless creatures, thus turned tiut of the only home they ever knew, betake 
them^l.•lves to the nearest bog or ditch with their little all, an3 thus huddled together, disease 
soon decimates them- 

Notwithstanding the fearful (and I believe) unparalleled numbers who have been un- 
housed in this union within the year (probably 15,000), it seems hardly credible that 1,200 
more have had their dwellings levelled within a fortniglit. 

I have a list of 760 completed, and of above 400 in preparation. It appears to me almost 
impossible to successfully meet such a state of things; and the prevailing epidemic, or 
the dread of it, aggravates the evil ; none of this houseless class can now find admittance, 
save into some overcrowded cabin, whose inmates seldom survive a month. I have shown 
Dr. Phelan some of these miserable nests of pestilence, which I am at a loss to describe. 

Five families, numbering 20 souls, are not unfreqiienily found in a cabin, consistingof 
one small apartment. At Doonbeg, a few days since, I found three families, numbering 
16 persons, one of whom had cholera, and three in a hopeless stage of dysentery. The 
cabin they occupied consisted of one wretched apartment, about 12 feet square ; it was one 
of the few refuges for the evicted, and they were unable to reckon how many had been 
carried out of it from time to time to the grave. 

In another deserted and ruined cabin I found a family of these wandering evicted; the 
father of the family lay dead upon some mouldy straw, two of his children lay sound asleep 
on and across bis lifeless body, and his wife lay all but dead in a corner beside a smouldering 
turf. The history of the family is short, and that of thousands in this miserable ana 
neglected locality ; they had been evicted some months ago, found temporary shelter in a 
low lodging, where they received “ out-door relief.” Sickness, the natural result of over- 
crowding, overtook one of the family ; all were (as it is here termed) “ thrown out,” when, 
after wandering and exposure, they found this miserable shelter wherein to die. 

In a cow shed adjoining this wretched cabin I found Ellen Lynch, lying in an almost 
hopeless stage of dysentery ; she had been carried thither by her son, wlien “ thrown out ” 
of her miserable lodging, and was threatened with momentary expulsion from even this 
refuge by the philanthropic owner of it; her only safety rested in the fears of all, but her 
son, to approach her. I was ancle deep in manure while standing beside her. This poor 
woman is nearly related to an elective member of the Ennis Board of Guardians, and also to 
one of the late Kilrush Board. Her husband bad been lately evicted, and died ; I had ail 
conveyed to the workhouse. They were all in receipt of out-door relief, and had even got 
medical assistance. It is quite impossible for a relieving officer to watch over these helpless 
creatures, wandering from place to place ; sickness overtakes them where they are not known 
or cared for, and these horrors ensue. 

The state of a great portion, of those receiving out-door relief under the second section is 
very pitiable. 

While inspecting a stone-breaking depbt a few days since, I observer! one of the men 
take off bis remnant of a pair of shoes, and started across the fields. I followed him with 
my eye, and at a distance saw the blaze of a fire in the bog. I sent a boy to inquire the 
cause of it, and the man running from his work, and was told that his house bad been 
levelled the day before; that he nud erected a temporary hut on the lands, and while his 
wife and children were gathering shell-fish on the strand, and he stone-breaking, the bailiff 
or “ driver” fired it. 

These ruthless acts of barbarity are submitted to with an unresisting patience hardly 
credible. 

I need not enter upon tire financial condition of the union, which the “estimates” 
forwarded will sufficiently explain. I need only remark that I anticipate a respectable 
collection tiris week, and for some weeks to come, but certainly not sufficient to meet more 
than half the current expenses of the union for food alone. 



XV. 

Kilbvsh Union. 

Exteact from Vice-Guardian’s Report, of 7th May 1849. 

The mortality in the house was only two, but there were many in the Cholera Hospital 
from diarrhoea and dysentery. The deaths throughout the union are most numerous in 
Kilmurry, 49 in two days, and we are informed nearly 100 in Moyaita in the week. Famine 
and contagion have made dreadful havoc among those whose debilitated frames made them 
unable to resist any attack of disease. We often find instances of three or four, or per- 
haps five, different families who have been evicted from their former abodes, congregated 
in one miserable cabin, and when disease attacks any of the number, its ravages are 
dreadful. Want of clothing is another cause of their being compelled to remain in these 
bouses, whether infected or not. Very often, indeed, there will be only one of a family 
that can procure sufficient raiment to attend at the meal depot for the rations of the junior 
branches of the family. 



XV. 
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XVI. 

Kilhush Union. 

Extract from Mr. Phelan's, Report, dated ICth May 

I WAS accompanied by Captain Kennedy through the whole of these districts into tlie 
sevirial cholera hospitals, and into some of the houses, huts, and other iiuloscribalilv 
wretched places in which those destitute and cliseiised swarm. Tlicsc chiefly were ol).scrved 
in ihe Carrigaholt district, and in those of Killurd and of Kilmurry. I have in many of 
the western and southern unions seen sights of the most liarrowiiig dcscripiion ; hut 1 do 
not think that I have ever seen so mudi wretchedness arising from destitution as in these 
places in 1847-8. Epidemic fever and <!ysentery, protiuced, it is true, in considerabie 
measure by want, caused great misery j but here, in the absence of fever ami of dysentery, 
except that arising from want of food, desiiiution, although ciidcavuured lo be met by 
in-door and out-door relief, has assumed a shape whiidi even in Clifden was not, I tliink 
presented. Families are here literally naked, and at the same time progressing surely imd' 
quickly to the grave by diarrhceii and dropsy. I often found several of these families in 
one room or hut. For instance, there were four such families in the Kilmurrv chstrici, the 
house, consisting of one room, belonged to a single woman, whf) resides in it.’ A man, bis 
wife, and five children ; a man and bis three sisters ; a boy and his sister, and a womiin, ail 
lodged with her; nearly all were ill; some dying. Each family was on out-rioor rdirt; 
except the single woman, ihe owner of the house, who got 4 lb-, of Indian meal ])cr week 
from the first-mentioned, in lieu of 4,d. for lodging money ; 3 lbs. from the second ; 2 lbs. 
from the ti'ird, and 1 lb. from the fourth. This practice, exiensively prevails in liiis union 
especially, in consequence of the numerous evictions which have taken and arc titking 
place in it. hi other unions tiie hut is often left to the pauper who lives in it on out-door 
rtlief; hut here generally the reverse is the case, so that a great proportion of those on 
that relief are congregated into a few such houses as that alluded to, when of course they 
still more add to the tendency to disease which always exists amongst persons so circum- 
stanced ; but many of these wretched creaiures have iioi the benefit of a one-room iiouse, 
nor even of a liui. I felt it my duty to go into several temporary shdtei-s got up on the 
roadside, in fields, and in bogs, which slu-lters were merely n few hurdles thrown across 
from tiie ground to the ditch or wall, with some loose straw or rushe.s, or scniws laid on. 
These places can only be entered on hands and knee.^. 'I'he utmost height is not uliove 
three ftei ; even a boy or girl cannot stand up in them ; yci 1 have I'uund :i f nuilv of four 
and five in these places, usually all or most sick, but in some I have found the children 
naked m bed, the mother gone for “ the relic};” and tlie father “ stone brcakiiiL-.” I Inive 
neither time nor capacity to give even a fuiut outline of the miserable condition of u large 
portion of tlie population in tliese districts, nor is it my province to do so, except so far as 
I may find it necessary to give an itlea of those physical and moral appearances which I 
must suppose to be powerlul ngcnts in producing disease and in causing extensive los.s of 
life, circumstances which, in such a population, must inevitably occur unless arrested by 
more means than, I fear, are at the disposal of the union autlioritie.s, who, I believe, have 
Strenuously exerted themselves as far as tlicir means enabled them. 



XVII. 

Lough REA Union. 

Copy Letter to Mr. Horsleif, of 00th April 1849. 

I AM directed by tlie Conimissioner.s for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
ill Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 26th insiant, relating to the 
death of a poor woman in the Loughrea Union, named Winifred Mulcaher. 

Ihe Commissioners have been much struck liy a passage in your report, which gives 
hi general terms a most fearful picture of the social condition of the lower classes in the 
Lougliiea Union. 

The Commissioners desire, however, to observe, that the reports of their inspectors will 
necessarily be considered documents of considerable authority upon maiters so intimately 
connected with the duties which they have to discharge 5 and on this account it is im- 
portant that when general observations are made, they sliould be grounded upon facts 
which have come under the inspector’s own observation, or in support of which if required 
he will be enabled to afford direct evidence. 

The Commmsioiiers do not mean to imply that such is not the case in the present instance, 
but the description given in your report is so appalling, that the Commissioners do not 
wish to allow that report to be de]jcsited in their office without making furtiier inquiries 
from yon as to the facts upon which you have founded your opinion, and the grounds upon 
which you consider that the. observations whicii you liave made mav be so generally 
•ipplied to the whole district under your charge as your words would sccni to convey. 

ihe passage of the report to which the Commissioners refer, is the following: “Tiie 
rtJatives of die dead will not bury them ; they expect cveiything to be done by the relieving 
officers ; (.•offins to be given, the bodies to be placed in tliem. and the y:raves to be tlug and 
covered in by persons movided and paid by the vice-guardians. In” numerous instances 
parents tnriist their sick childrea 10 the door, or lay them on the roadside to die ; children 

treat 
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treat their aged parents in like manner; brothers refuse to aid their sick sisters, or to con- 
vey them to the lever or workhouse hospital ; husbands abandon their wives, and mothers 
desert their children. In short, the fear of death has laid hold on all the poorer classes 
extinguishing every natural feeling, save that which has been termed the ‘first law of 
nature,’ a desire for self-preservation.” 



XVIII, 

Gout axd Lougiirea Ukiox. 

Letter from Mr. Horsley, dated 3 May 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo 
(No. 27,540/1849), relative to a passage extracted from a report made by me to you on the 
20 th ultimo. 

With reference to that passage, I beg to state I am quite pvejiared to substantiate, l.y the 
testimony of the vice-guardians, of the relieving officers, and of others, the truth of every 
statement contained in it; and I therefore respectfully solicit yon to direct one of your 
insp'Ctors to visit my district for the purpose of testing bv evidence to be given on oath 
the accuracy of the picture which I drew of the social condition of the wretched population 
of this locality in my report of the 2Gth ultimo. 

I have ever'carefu’lly avoided making in my reports to the Commissioners anystatemcnts 
o-ronmled on mere hearsay ; and I have frequently suppressed facts coming witliin my own 
observation which would go to show how fearfully three years of famine and pestilence 
have tended to loosen all'the natural ties which formerly knit together the human family 
in this wretched country. Nay, more, I am free to confess that the passage you quote from 
mv report of the 2Gth ultimo, would probably never have been written had it not to a 
certain exient been wrung from me by the harassing character, as well as the frequency of 
the susiiected cases of neglect, upon the part of the local administrators of the laws for 
relief of the poor, sent to me for investigation. 

My daily experience and observation of the energetic and humane manner in which the 
vice-puavdians and the relieving officers perform their arduous duties, make me feel keenly 
any atlempis lo hold them up as harsh and inhumane administraturs of the laws for the 
relief of the poor; and as regards the latter class of officers (viz., the relieving officers), 
the destitute pour expect them to perforin all tlie offices which would rightfully attach to 
blood relatives alone. 

When I stated in my report that the fear of dealii had laid hold upon all the jiooter 
classes in mv district, I meant to convey in as few words as possible the painfully demo- 
ralizin'^ effect which disease and contagion, consequent upon a protracted famine, had 
latterly produced upon the social tone of the population. Nothing could be more foreign 
to my nature than u wish to brand with the stamp of heavtkssness a people sunk in the 
depths of mi^ery and privation ; hut, at the same time, 1 cannot shut my eyes to the fact, 
that undue attempts are constantly being made to shift the responsibility, belonging to the 
social relations of domestic life, from the shoulders of those rightfully entitkd to bear it, on 
to the shoulders of a class of officers who are engaged niglit and day in a struggle to 
mitigate the aufferiugs of the poor, whilst at the same time they endeavour to the best of 
their ability to protect the raiepayeis from the taxation which would result from fraud and 
imposition being successfully practised. 



Loughrea Unio.n-. 

Extract from Mr. Horsley’s Report, 10 th May 1849. 

The numbers on the out-reiief lists are increasing rapidly, and I fear will go on in- 
cieasin'T for die next two months. There is little or no employment obtainable at present 
by the labouring classes, and although it is generally understood that khour at arterial 
drain-ioe and other works will shonly be within the reach of the able-bodied classes, I do 
not consider that ihere will be any material reduction in the recipients of out-door relief m 
consequence, as there are but very few truly able-bodied males on the list. Indeed, mmiy 
siii-iil farmers have want and destitution too legibly written on their countenances, and 
would be incapable of doing hard work for a long time to come, even if abundance of food 
were at their command. The physical strength of all the poorer classes in the union i.-, 
j.ainfuUy wasted and gone, especially that of the male adults. 



XX. 

Rosceea U.niox. 

ExTEici from from Mr, Bayly's Report, of IStlt May 1849. 

The presBOre on tire suardians for relieflias very much increased darini; the last three 
rveeks Md I do not see"anv prospect of its being kept under; considerable addit.oml, 
Lom’motlation has been provided m the different houses, and a great number addeo to me 
r o out-doir 

0 . 44 * 
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out-door relief lists. Siill there are crowds of new applicants every week, and among them 
many able-bodied men who cannot procure any employment, and willingly accept admission 
to the workhouse for themselves and their families. I have no hesitation in staling that the 
destitution is much greater than at any period during the last three years. 



XXL 

ScARirr Union. 

Extract from Captain Spark’s Report ; dated 6ih May 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to state tliat I have visited a great part of the union during the past 
week, and Boards have been held by the vice-guardians in order to examine into the 
circumstances of the recipients and claimants of relief at the relief stations. I regret to 
state that the abject wretchedness of the people still continues in all its awfulness, and 
that employment for those who are able to work is not to be found throughout the union, 
except to a most limited extent. 



XXII. 

ScARiFF Union. 

Extract from Vice-Guardian’s Report; dated 5th May 1849. 

We regret to state that many farmers are surrendering their holdings, although fully 
cropped, to avail themselves of oul-door relief. 

We are fully aware of the importance of receiving this class of applications with great 
caution. 

The contractor having declined to supply more than half rations to the out-door paupers 
for the ensuing week, Mr. Parks was followed by a mob of females, who threatened to 
stone him to death ; in consequence of whicii we directed the relieving officers to give full 
rations for three and a half days, expecting aid Ifom the Government. 



XXIII. 

SwiNEPORD Union. 



Extract from Captain Hanley’s Report ; dated 10th May 1849. 

I ATTENDED the usual weekly meeting of the guardians yesterday; the pressure for 
relief has increased to a vast extent; it was frightful to behold the multitudes of tottering, 
half-naked beings who presented themselves at the gates, carrying their children, little 
skeletuns, in baskets, painful to look at, and supplicating relief in uie most earnest way, 
the appearance of many truly denoting that destitution had done its utmost, and that a 
release from all want was at hand. 



Admitted to the workhouse - 
Out-door relief - - . 

Rejected - 



Number of applicants - 



161 

734 

53 



948 



Tlie great majority of the applicants were the, holders of small farms which they re- 
linquished to obtain relief ; tliat the surrender in very many instances is a mere cover to 
evade the law I am convinced, which the want of hor.se accommodation leave the guardians 
unable sufficiently to test; but the increasing destitution of this class is such, that they 
must on any terms seek relief. 



XXIV. 

SwiNEFORD Union. 

Extract from Captain Hanley’s Report; 18th May 1849. 

The applicants were numerous, and destitution appears on the increase to an appalling 
degree, particularly among the small landholders, who now press forward on any terms to 
obtain relict; at no period since the commencement of the famine has distress been more 
poignant; still, I rejoice to say, if we could look over a few more months, there is every- 
thing to hope from the generally well-cropped and promising appearance of the union. 
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XXV. 

SwiNEFORD Union. 

Letter from Captain Hanley \ dated 19th May 1849. 

Having received notice of an inquest about being held on the lands of Cappagii, 
electoral division of Augamore in this union, and that the cause of death was starvation. 
I proceeded there yesterday, and arrived a few minutes after the coroner had left the 
village ; I was immediately surrounded by a group of wretched people, miserable half- 
naked women, with decayed dying children in their arms ; they escorted roe to the house 
of Higgans, Ae father of the child on whom the inquest liad been held; deceased still 
remained on an old table, wrapped in a piece of cloth for interment, no coffin ; food or 
bed-cloihing there was none, nor any visible means to support existence, and the family, 
seven in nunrtber, appeared sadly emaciated; I was assured that on the iariu there were 
several in a similar stale, particularly the families of Michael Trisial, Mark Nowlaii, and 
Honor CunnifFe, who it was represented could not survive another day without relief. I 
visited those houses in which the appearance of the inmates too plainly told the fearful 
tale. In the house of Honor Cunnife, I found the wretched woman stretched on some 
straw, apparently sinking from exhaustion, with scarcely a shred of covering, and six unfor- 
tunate children, almost in a slate of nudity, squatted around the embers of a fire, bearing 
evident marks of hunger. 

Having inquired into the circumstances connected with those lamentable cases. I found 
they were all small landholders, having their holdings cropped; that they had not in con- 
sequence applied for relief, but were now ready to surrender the land if allowed to retain 
the cabins, as they were unable to hold out longer. 



XXVI. 

SwiKEFOito Union. 



Extracts from Report of Captain Hanley, of 24th May 1849. 



The n-uardians held their usual weekly meeting yesierilay, and at a late hour had to 
adjourn to this mornins lor the completion of the business. 

1 regret to report that the pressure of misery and wretchedness coming before the 
Board,'’was unequalled at any previous meeting. The great majority of applicants were, 
or had been, landholders, and now came forward, producing certificates from landlords, 
ao-ents, and bailiffs, as to the surrender of their holdings. Destitution amemg this class 
prevails to a frightful extent, am! the struggles and sufferings of some are really incredible; 
at the !-auie time recourse is had to every expedient to conceal the possession of land, 
coirmenanced in immy instances by landlords and agents, which the strictest scrutiny can- 
not prevent, and the limited house accommodation in this union cannot sufficiently test, and 
I look with apprehension to extended relief under the Commissioners’ letters of the 23d May 
and 8th June (now becoming unavoidable), which I fear will have a tendency to placing 
additional thousands on out-relief, and requiring incessant, untiring vigilance, in the pre- 
vention of abuse. 

A sad instance of the pauperised state to which some affluent persons in this union have 
been reduced to, came this day before me ; “a widow lady, having had lands let for over 
400Lavear, from which no rents could be got,” applied for relief, for herself; and six 
children^ her “ last and only resource,” and against this person we have a demand of 



350 1 . for rales. 

The pecuniary difficulties of the union are embarrassing, the aid afforded by the Cora- 
misiouers, in addition to the rates coming in, being inadequate for the food supplies; the 
salaries of the different officers running in arrear, after fruitless applications to the guar- 
dians, ■' have announced to me their inability to continue without payment, particularly 
the relieving officers and overseers of labourers.” It having failed the guardians to procure 
a loan of 1,000/. on the rates, although the Commissioners had consented to guarantee 
the payment of interest, the chairman and three other members of the Board this day 
gave^their private bill for that amount, payable in six months (which it was stated the 
bank would discount) to the Messrs. Gallagher, the principal creditors, to aid them in 
difficulties caused by the large sum due by the union. 



— No. 19. — 

Treasury Minute ; dated 31st May 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners that my Lords have had under their 
consideration their letter dated the 26th inst., in which they apply for the issue 
of 12 , 000 /. to makegood the accumulated deficiencies in the amount of the 
•vrants which the Commissioners have found themselves enabled to remit to 
some of the distressed unions. 

It appears by the former correspondence and papers that the sum of 10,000 1. 
0.44. c 3 
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No. 20. 



was advanced to the Poor Law Commissioners in the week ending the 19th of 
May, and the Commissioners rejjorted in their letter dated the 18th of May, 
that after issuing the above-mentioned sum to the unions of which a list was 
given in the letter, the amount of the deficiency for the week, including that 
previouslv reported to this Board on the 1 ith of May, amounted to 4, 1 85 /. 

Their Lordships then directed a further sum of 5,000 1. to be advanced, the 
receipt of which was acknowledged by the letter from the Commissioners dated 
Wednesday the 23d IMay, and it was also stated by the Poor Law Commissioners 
in that letter, that after appropriating that sum to 19 distressed unions, accord- 
ing to the estimates of their several requirements for the week, so fur as the 
sum would suffice for the purpose, the deficiency on the week’s estimate was 
4,250 1., and that when the deficiency on the previous week, amounting to, 4, 185 I, 
was added to this, the total deficiency up to the end of last week, ending the 
26th May, amounted to 8,435? . 

My Lords then directed a further sum of 5,000 1. to be issued to the Com- 
missioners, by which the deficiency on the grants of last week was reduced to 
3,435?. 

It therefore appears that the sums granted by this Board have fallen short 
of the sums applied for by the Poor Law Commissioners as i*equired for the 
relief of the distressed unions up to the commencement of the present week 
by the sum of 3,435 ?., and their Lordships will now direct the sum of 3,435 /. 
in question to be issued to the Poor Law Commissioners by Deputy Commis- 
sary-general Dobree. 

The sum stated in the second letter of the Poor Law Commissioners, dated 
the 26th instant, to be required for the relief of the distressed unions during 
the present week amounts to 10,000 ?., the whole of which has been already 
advanced by this Board. 

Givetheusualdirectionstothe Paymaster-general and Deputy Commissary- 
general Dobree for the issue of the above-mentioned sum of 3,435 /. 



No. 20. — 



TiiEAsuBY Minute; dated 1st June 1849. 

My Lords read the Act of the present Session of Parliament, cap. 24, inti- 
tuled, An Act to inake provision, until the 3 1st December 1850, fora General 
Rate, in Aid of certain distressed Unions and Electoral Dmsons in Ireland.” 

Read also a letter from Mr. Cornewall Lewis, dated 25th ult., stating that 
Secretaiy Sir G. Grey had instructed the Poor Law Commissioners in Ireland to 
proceed in levying the full amount of the rate in aid authorised by the Act, 
viz. sixpence in the pound. 

The 4th clause of the said Act enacts, that for the more speedy affording of 
relief, it shall be lawful for the Commissioners of the Treasury to direct that any 
sum or sums, not exceeding in the whole 100,000 ?., shall be issued and paid 
out of the growing produce of the Consolidated Fund to such person or persons, 
and at such time and times as the said Commissioners shall from time to time 
direct; and such sum or sums shall be chai’ged on and be repayable out of the 
produce of any rate or rates to he levied in any union or unions under the 
provisions and in pursuance of this Act. 

Prepare a wannnt by virtue of the above clause, directing a credit to be 
given out of the growing produce, of the Consolidated Fund to Her Majesty’s 
Pai'master-generai of the sum of 100,000 such sum to be charged on and be 
repayable out of the produce of any rate or rates to be levied in any union or 
unions in Ireland under the provisions and in pursuance of this Act. 

_ Let the sum of 49,435?. be now issued to the Paymaster-general, Acquaint 
him with this issue, and direct him to transfer the above sum to his account of 
Civil Contingencies, the like sura havina: been issued from that grant for the 
purpose of this Act. 

Write to the Pajunaster of Civil Services in Ireland, calling his attention to 
the 2d clause of the Act of this Session, c. 24, which directs that the treasurers 
of the several poor-law unions in Ireland shall pay over from time to time 
certain sums leviable on each electoral division into the Bank of Ireland, to be 

there 
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there placed to a separate account in the name of the Paymaster of Civil Ser- 
vices in Ireland, to be entitled “ the General Rate in Aid Account,” and desire 
that he will open a separate account at the Bank of Ireland for this purpose, 
and will transmit a return every Saturday, with his weekly abstract of the sums 
standino- to the credit of this sepai*ate account, and will hold the same at the 
disposaf of this Board, for the purposes pointed out in the 3d section of the 
above Act. 



— No. 21.— 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
2d June 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioner's for Administering tire Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 31st 
ultimo, stating in reference to the Commissioners' application of the 26th ultimo 
for a sum of 12,000 I, to enable the Commissioners to cover the accumulated 
deficiencies in the amount of the grants which have been remitted to distressed 
unions, that it appears, from the previous correspondence on the subject, that 
the sums granted by the Lords Onnmissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury have 
fallen short of tlie sums applied for by the Commissioners, as required for the 
relief of the distressed unions up to the commencement of the present week, 
by the sum of 3,435 L only, which sum their Lordships have been pleased to 
authorise for issue. 

In reference to the discrepancy between the deficiency of 3,435 1., referred to 
by their Lordships, and the sum of 12,000 I, applied for by the Commissioners, 
the Comiviissionei's desire to remark that in their letter of the 26th ultimo, in 
reply to their Lordships’ letter of the 24th ultimo, they reported thatoutof the last 
sum of 5,000 1. authorised to be granted, they applied 4,250/. to cover the defi- 
ciency in the remittances on the estimates for one week, leaving the previous 
deficiency of 4, 1 85 likewise reported unprovided for, the balance of 7 50 1. out 
of the 5,000 1. being applied partly to meet the wants of Listowel Union, for the 
support of the poor, and partly for cholera expenditure in other distressed unions. 

The. difference between the above deficiency of 4,185/. and 12,000 /., viz. 
7,315 I, was intended to meet the cost of the supplies for the entire week ended 
26th May last, in 14 of the distressed unions to which no advance had been 
made for that week. 

It will have been observed that in the Commissioners’ communications to 
their Lordships, from time to time, it was stated that the amounts required for 
issue to the distressed unions to the extent of one week’s supplies were in most 
cases on an estimate for the previous week, the remittances having fallen into 
arrear in consequence of the money not being available to be sent in time to 
pay for the supplies during the week. 

Tire result of this was that supplies of food were a.lvanced on the faith of 
o-vants being made to pay for the same, the possibility of obtaining credit on any 
other security beina:, as the Commissioners are informed, out of the question, 
inconsequence of die very serious- amount of debts already due, and it was 
with a desire to take the earliest opportunity of laying before their Lordships 
the union reouirements in advance of the week for which the mone;/ ivas to be 
sent, instead of contiiiuina: to make applications for gi-auts on account of the 
expenditure of a past period, that the Commissioners in their letter ot_ the 
“>5th ultimo (replying to their Lordships’ communication of the 24th ultimo) 
stated that on ihe estimates of the requirements of the ensuing^ week ending 
2d June a sum of 10,000/. would be required, exclusive of du-fieiencics, to tiie 
close of the week ended 26th ultimo, which deficiencies, in fact, consisted of the 
amounts required for that entire week, in 14 cases estimated at ^ more than 
7 500 and the deficiencies previously reported, amounting to 4,185 making 
to°-ether a sum little less than 12,000 /., which amount the Commissioners in 
their further letter of the 26th ultimo, No. 380, M. 49, stated woula be sufficient 
to cover the deficiencies to the close of that -week. 
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The Commissioners regret that this matter was not set out more clearly and 
explicitly in their letters for the satisfaction of their Lordships; at the same 
time they trust, that having received this further explanation, their Lordships 
will be pleased to take into consideration the application of the Commissioners 
for means to place the future remittances to the several unions on a more 
regular and satisfactory basis. 



The embarrassments actually caused by the course hitherto pursued are 
clearly shown in the accompanying report which the Commissioners have this 
day received from their inspector, Mr. Bourke, in whose district nine of the 
distressed unions are situate, and who was not aware, in writing this report, of 
the application which had been made by the Commissioners to their Lordships 
on this subject. The Commissioners have received reports to the same effect 
from the temporary inspectors and vice-guardians of individual unions. 



In furtherance of the object set forth above, the Commissioners in their 
issues to the several unions this week stated that the advances were to be con- 
sidered for the current week, at the same time they requested a statement of 
the amount absolutely necessaiy to defray the deficiency on the previous week, 
which in 14 unions included the entire week’s supplies, as above stated. 



Enclosure in No. 21. 

Castlebar Union. 

Genilemen, Castlebar, I June 1849 . 

End. No. in 2i. I beg leave to call your particular attention to a statement transmitted to you by this 
day's post from the vice-guardians of the Castlebar Union, showing the deficiency in the 
advances received by them during the last two months, and the large arrear which has 
during that period accrued due to contractors. The immediate result of these deficient 
supplies is, that the food sold to the vice-sjuardians is charged at a rate considerably higher 
than would be the case if payment in full were secured to the merchant, and tims the 
adTances made by the Treasury afford less relief than at the present market prices they 
are calculated to produce. But the more serious difficulty must before long be mlt in con- 
tractors or merchants refusing to supply upon any terms except those of being paid for the 
goods heretofore furnished, and if this should unfortunately happen, the vice-guardians will 
suddenly find tlieinselves deprived of all means of procuring a supply except from a dis- 
tance, and after a delay which will undoubtedly prove fatal to many whose whole support 
now rests on the weekly issue made to them. 

Under these eircumatances, I trust that you may be enabled to meet this veiy critical 
and deeply responsible position by remitting to the vice-guardians of this union the balance 
still due of the estimates sent up weekly by them, which, when compared with the actual 
expenditure, you will see have been cavefufiy and properly framed. 

In order to avoid the necessity for repeating similar observations in other cases, I mav 
here beg to mention that the remarks I have now offered may be taken as equally 
applicable to other unions under my charge, when it will be found that the same deficiency 
exisis between the sums estimated tor and those received. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Richard Bourke. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners for Ireland. 



— No. 22. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan', dated 
2d June 1849. 

No. ij. Adverting to the sums of 10,000 1 . and 3,435 1 . authorised by the Lords 

Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to be issued to distressed unions, 
as intimated in your letters of the 29th and 31st ultimo respectively, I am 
directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland to state that the amount which it appeared necessary to 
remit to the several unions for the support of the poor, exclusive of cholera 

expenses 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




UNDER GENERAL RATE IN AID ACT, IRELAND. 25 

expenses, for this week, and which have been remitted for the purpose, are 
set forth below : 



Ballina 

Ballinrobe - 

Bantry 

Cahirciveen 

Carrick-oa-Sliannon 

Castlebar 

Castlerea 

Clifden 

Dingle 

Galway 

Gort - 

Kecmare 



£. s. d. 




£. s. d. 


910 - - 


Kilrush .... 


600 - - 


860 - - 


Roscommon ... 


800 - - 


410 - - 


Scariff .... 




8-0 - - 


Swineford - - - - 


400 - 


ddU - - 


Tuam ..... 


660 - - 


400 >. - 


Westport - 


S50 - - 


510 - - 


Eanistymon ... 


300 - - 


goo - - 


Mohill .... 


200 - - 


750 - - 


Glenties .... 


70 - - 


350 - - 




10,370 - - 



Of this amount, 1 0,000 1. wj^ met by the 1 0,000 1. authorised by their Lordships 
on the 29th ultimo, and the remaining 3/0 h out of the sum of 3,435 
authorised by their Lordships on the 3lst ultimo. 

The Commissioners trust that their Lordships will be pleased to authorise a 
further advance to the extent of 11,000 I, to enable the Commissioners to make 
grants for the expenditure of the ensuing week. 

This amount, the Commissioners trust, will meet the estimates of the several 
unions, although not all yet received, so as to enable the Commissioners to 
report the precise amount; and the Commissioners propose to apply the 
balance of the sum last remitted to the purpose of meeting a portion of the 
deficiencies on the several unions, in accordance with the intentions of their 
Lordships. 



Treasury Minute 5 dated 4th June. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, acknowledging the receipt of their Ko. 53 - 
letter dated the 2d instant, applying for the sum of 11,000?., to enable them to 
make advances to distressed unions during the present week, and also their 
separate letter, dated the 2d instant, applying for the difference between the 
sum of 3,435 ?., authorised to be issued by the letter of this Board, dated 31st 
ultimo, and the sum of 12,000 1. for which the Commissioners applied by their 
letter dated the 26th ultimo, in order to make good the alleged deficiencies 
on the grants to the distressed unions up to the 2d instant. 

Observe that it was stated in their letter, dated the 23d ultimo, that the total 
deficiency on the estimates was 8,435 and on the 24th ultimo, their Lordships 

directed an issue to be made to them of 5,000?., reducing the deficiency to 
3,435 which sum was also issued to them on the 31st ultimo. 

In their letter of the 26th ultimo the Commissioners applied for 10,000 
which was accordingly issued, and in that letter they referred to certain 
deficiencies, which my Lords understood as meaning the above sum of 3,435 ?. 

My Lords now desire to be furnished with further information on the subject, 
but in the meantime, to prevent any inconvenience from the want of funds, 
they have directed that the sum of 15,000 ?. may be issued to them, which is 
more than is represented to be necessary for the requirements of the week 
ending the 9th instant. 



— No. 24. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
9th June 1849 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in No. 
Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th instant, announcing 
on the part of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury a remittance 
0.44. D of 
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of 15,000 1., being 4,000 1. more than the requisition for tlie current necessities 
of thev?eek ended 9th June, which together with the previous extra remittance 
of 3,435 1. amounts to 7j435 I, and leaves a balance of 4,565 yet unliquidated 
of the 12,000 L, which in their letter of the 26th May last the Comiuissioners 
described as a sum estimated to cover the “ accumulated deficiencies,” at that 
date. 

The Commissioners proceed to lay before their Lordships the further infor- 
mation on the extent of those deficiencies with which their Lordships request 
to be furnished. 

One result of the deficiency arising on the difference in amount between the 
requisitions of the Commissioners and the grants supplied by their Lordships, 
was as follows : — The sums actually remitted to the unions became applicable 
in most cases to defray the purchase of necessary supplies for the past instead 
of the current week, and in consequence thereof some of the requisitions be- 
came retrospective. It was nevertheless kept in view of their Lordships, from 
time to time, that the requisitions related in most cases to the past instead of 
the current week, and this will be found, on reference to the last published 
papers, to have been done in the letters of the 10th, 11th, and 15tli May. 

Upon this another and different kind of deficiency supervened, resulting from 
the difference between the requisitions framed retrospectively as above stated 
and the remittances supplied to meet them, and this class of deficiency has been 
separately pointed out to their Lordships from time to time by the Commis- 
sioners, as in their letters of the 18th and 23d May. This latter kind of defi- 
ciency alone appears to have been in view of their Lordships when they consi- 
dered the total deficiency to be 3,435 1. 

£. 

12,000 



11,685 



The deficiency reported by the Commissioners on the 26th May as 
being nearly - -- -- -- -- - 

comprised, in addition to the sum of - - - - 3,435 

an extra sum for cholera and other expenses not anticipated 

by previous estimate, amounting to - - - - 750 

and an estimated deficiency arising from the requisitions for 
fourteen unions having been made retrospectively, amount- 
ing to - 7}500 



the sum of 7,500 being, in fact, the amount of the estimated requirements of 
fourteen unions for the week ended 26th May, as before explained in the Com- 
missioners’ letter of the 2 d June. 

The Commissioners having on the 26tli May been officially informed by Sir 
George Grey of the passing of the Rate-in-Aid Bill, thought it a fitting oppor- 
tunity at once to place before their Lordsliips the entire accumulation of defi- 
ciency arising in the two modes above pointed out, and they have to thank their 
Lordships for the prompt attention paid to their wishes by the remittance of a 
large part of the alleged deficiency, notwithstanding the imperfect explanation 
which the pressure of time allowed the Commissioners to give in the first 
instance. 

The Commissioners have now transmitted to the unions the entire amount, 
not only of the remittances for the current week ending 9th June, but likewise 
the whole of the extra remittances sent by their Lordships on account of the 
past deficiency, and they are now without any balance to their credit, although 
a large portion of the past deficiency, amounting to more than 4,000 remains 
still unsatisfied ; and the Commissioners trust that then’ Lordships will be so far 
satisfied with this further explanation as to remit, in addition to the requirements 
of the week ended 16th June, which will be reported in a separate letter, a 
further sum to meet the outstanding deficiencies. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




UNDER GENERAL RATE IN AID ACT, IRELAND. 



— No. 25. — 

Treasury Minute ; dated 11th. June 1849. 

Write to the Commissioners that upon the explanation given by No. 25. 
their letter, my Lords have directed that a further sum of 4,250 1., being the 
difference between 11,685 1. which appears to have been the total amount of the 
deficiencies on former grants in aid of distressed unions on the 26th May last, 
and 7,435 1. since issued in part of those deficiencies, may be placed at their 
disposal by Deputy Commissary-general Dobree. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
11 th June 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief No. 26 . 
of the Poor in Ireland to report, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that the sums transmitted to the disti*essed 
unions for the expenses of the week ended 9th June were as follows : — 



Ballina 

Ballinrobe - 

Bantry 

Cahirciveen 

Camok-OB-Shannon 

Castlebar - 

Castlerea - 

Clifden 

Dingle 

Enuistymon 

Galway 

Glenties 

Gort - - • 



£ 




d. 




£ 


s. 


d. 


960 




_ 


Keomare • . - - 


380 


- 


- 


850 


_ 


_ 


Kilrusb - 


840 


— 


- 


465 






Mobill - 


450 


— 


- 


340 


_ 




RoscommoD - 


650 


- 


— 


370 


_ 


_ 


Scariff - 


640 


— 


- 


720 


_ 




Swineford - 


530 


_ 


— 


420 


_ 


_ 


Tuam - . - - 


070 


— 


_ 


530 




_ 


Westport - 


900 


- 


- 


345 




— 


Eanis - 


900 


- 


- 


750 




_ 


Listowel .... 


500 


- 




800 




- 






— 


— 


70 


_ 




Total - - - £. 


13,460 


- 


- 


380 






— 




— 


— 



In addition to the above amount, the following amounts were issued on ac- 
count of previous deficiencies : — 





£ s- d. 


Ballina ... - 


725 - - 


Clifden ... - 


, 500 - - 


Bantry - 


105 - - 


Castlebar - 




Galway - 


635 - - 


Gort - ■ - - 


I 455 - - 


Swineford - - - 





Ballinrobe - 




\ 

£ s . d. 
885 - - 


Mobill 




200 - - 


Castlerea - 


- 


100 - - 


Glenties 




70 - - 


Total - 


■ - £. 


5,025 - - 



The entire sum available having thus been appropriated, the Commissioners 
request that their Lordships will be pleased to place funds at their disposal to 
meet the requirements of the current week ending 16th June, which, estimated 
by the remittances for the previous week, would amount to 13,460 1. And as 
the deficiencies on account of the previous weeks have in several cases not yet 
been made good, the Commissioners request their Lordships favourable consi- 
deration of the application for funds on this account, made in the Commis- 
sioners’ letter of the 9th instant. 
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— No. 27. — 

Treasury Minute; dated 12th June 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners that my Lords have had before them 
their letter dated the 11th instant, requesting that the sum of 13,460 1. may be 
placed at their disposal, on account of grants to distressed unions during the 
week ending the 16th instant, and that the deficiencies in the grants for pre- 
vious weeks may also be made good. 

State that the Commissioners will have learned from Sir Charles Trevelyan’s 
letter of yestei’day’s date that the sum of 4,250 /. has been issued in completion 
of the total sum of 11,685 1. reported by the Commissioners to be necessary to 
provide for the deficiencies in former gi'ants, so that their requisitions have now 
been complied with in full to the 9th instant. 

In regard to future grants, my Lords are sorry to observe that the weekly sum 
required in aid of the rates is progressively increasing. 

For the week ended the 2nd June 10,000?. was required. 

Ditto ditto 9th June 11,000?. ditto. 

And for the week ending 16th June, 13,460 ?. is stated to be necessary. 

My Lords have dii'ected the full sum of 13,460 ?. to be issued, but they feel 
it to be their duty to impress upon the Poor Law Commissioners the necessity of 
confining their requisitions for further aid within the narrowest limits consistent 
with the relief of destitution in the distressed unions. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan dated 
7th June 1849. 

No. 28. directions of the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 

of the Poor in Ireland, I have the honour to forward to you herewith, 
to be submitted to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasuiy, a copy 
of a memorial which the Commissioners have received from the relieving officers 
in the Castlebar Union, representing the necessity for the pavment of the 
salaries due to them up to the 25th March last. 

Mr. Richard Bourke, the distinct inspector, in his observations on the appli- 
cation, urges upon the Commissioners the expediency of now paying the salaries 
of the relieving officers, and expresses his conviction of the impossibility of their 
being paid from the rates to be collected in the union at present. 

The Commissioners concur with Mr. Bourke in the expediency of paying 
tlie salaries of the relieving officer.=, and they fear that it is not probable that 
they can be paid out of the rates to be collected before harvest. 

The Commissioners ai’e desirous therefore to bring the subject under the 
' consideration of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, with a 

view to permission being given to the Commissioners to authorise the vice- 
guardians to pay the amounts due to the several relieving officers in the union, 
out of the advances made to the union. 



Enclosure in No. 28. 



End. in No. 28 . 



Castlebar, 31 May 1849. 

ihe Ihght Honouiable and Honourable the Commissioners of Poor Laws, &c. "&c. &c. 

The Memorial of the undersigned. Relieving Officers of the Castlebar Union, 
Respectfully Showeth, 

That there is nctw nine months’ salary due to them; that their accounts have been 
audited to and for the 25th March last ; tliat they are now labouring under serious pecu- 
niary difficulties ; that they have much to contend with, owing to the arduous duties of 
their position, to enable them to perform those duties efficiently, and now request the Com- 
missioners may please to order their salaries to be paid to them to the 2&tli March last: and 
memorialists will pray. „ . , _ 

(signed) Anthony J. T. Trench, Ballyliiam, E. D. 

Stephen Burke, E. D., Drum. 

Edward Murphy, E. D., Balia. 

Peter Foy, E. D., Ballintober. 

Andrew Ranakan, E. D., Brassey. 

Thomeis MacHale, lalancieady. 

David Leighton, E. D., Castlebar. 

Michael Flynn, for Addergool, E. D. 

J~ohn Moran, E. D., Imlo. 
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— No. 29. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trexidyan ; dated 
9th June 1849. 

direction of the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of N 
the Poor in Ireland, 1 have the honour to forward to you herewith, to be laid 
before the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, an extract from a 
Report which the Commissioners have received from Captain Primrose, tem- 
porary ])oor law inspector, in which he represents the distress and embarrass- 
ment occasioned to the officers of the Westport Union, owing to the inability 
of the vice-guardians to pay the salaries due to them, and states that unless 
their salaries are paid some of the most valuable officers in the union propose 
to resign. 

The Commissioners have also had before them a report of the vice-guardians, 
in which they state that the union officers to whom salaries are due, more 
especially the relieving officers and stewards of working parties, are entirely 
dependent on the union for the maintenance of themselves and families ; and 
the vice-guai’dians further state that they have reason to understand that these 
officers are suffering extreme distress in consequence of the non-payment of 
their salaries. 

Mr. Richard Bourke, the district inspector, in his remarks on Captain Prim- • 
rose’s report, observes that he anticipates the worst consequences if funds are 
not provided to meet the expenses of the establishment, and that if any of the 
officers of the union should resign, owing to the non-pa)-ment of their salaries, 
he fears that the affairs of the union will get into great confusion. 

The Commissioners concur in the views expressed by Mr. Bourke with 
respect to the consequences which may ensue unless the amounts due to the 
union officers are paid, and they have thought it right, under the circumstances, 
that you should bring the matter under the consideration of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s I’l-easury, although they feai*, from the result of 
similar applications previously made, that their Lordships will not be disposed 
to modify the existing regulation on that point. 



Enclosure in No. 29 . 

Extract from Captain Primrose’s Report, of 29tli May 1849. 

The want of funds disposable for the payment of the salaries of the various officers of End. ii 
the union, has placed the vice-guardians in very dilficult circumstances. Some weeks since 
upwards of 1,000/. was due under this head; since which time I believe nothing, or at 
all events only a few pounds, has been paid off while each succeeding week has added to 
the debt, which now amounts to 1 , 313 /. The small sums which have bven collecieci 
have been given to the collectors on account of their poundage, as an inducement tn them 
to collect more rate, if possible; while the relieving officers, stewards of working paities, 

&c., have been left without anything. These officers are I know in very straightened cir- 
cumstaiicfes ; for montits they have not received a penny. In fact, the stewards are, 
some of them, almost bordering on a state of distress. I know several instances in which 
persons have been obliged to go security for them with the dealers for a cart of meal for 
their support, and in other cases they have been forced to go supperiess to bed, owino- 
to their not obtaining credit, I can never visit a working party, or a relief depot, without 
hearing complaints, and being almost implored to do something for them. The only 
reply f can make is, that the vice-guardians, when they have funds, will clear off their 
debts, but nt the same time I feel these gentlemen can have little chance of so doinj, 
although nothing can exceed the anxiety they entertain on the subject. My great fear is 
that some of the best officers will resign iheir eituations. Some have openly stated in the 
Board-room they will, unless some change takes place, be forced to resort to this measure, 
a course I sincerely trust they will not adopt, as the union would materially suffer in con- 
sequence, and can'ill afford to lose, at the present time especially, any one who is well con- 
veisant wiiii the district and the details of his office. 

I thought it niy duty to mention the above circumstance, as on a former occasion you 
considered the rate which is collected weekly ought to be sufficient to defray the expense 
of salaries, but this is proved totally inadequate. 



- No. 30. — 



0. eg. 



No 2g. 
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No. 31. 



No. 32. 



COBRESPONDENCE RESPECTING AMOUNTS RAISED 



— No. 30.— 

TiiEASunY Minute; dated 12th June 1849. 

Write to the Commissioners that my Lords continue to be of opinion, as 
stated in the letter from this Board, dated 21st February last, that the salaries 
of the relieving officers in the distressed unions should, to the utmost possible 
extent, be pmd from the current produce of the rates, and that the suras appro- 
priated by Parliament in aid of these unions should be applied only to the ])ur- 
chase of the food required for the relief of the destitute poor ; but as the object 
which Parliament has in view would be defeated if the relieving officers were to 
suffer extreme distress in consequence of the non-payment of their salaries, 
my Lords are pleased to authorise the Commissioners to make such payments 
out of the sums advanced in aid of the distressed unions to the relieving officers 
in the Castlebar and Westport Unions as may be necessary for their sub- 
sistence until sufficient rates can be collected for the payment of their salaries 
in full. 

My Lords must require such suras to be raised from the rates as are adequate 
for payment of the series of officers and establishment chai’ges. 



— No. 31.— 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
13th June 1849. 

Adverting to the fifth section of the Rate-in-Aid Act, which requires that 
an account shall be made up of the sums received and expended under the Act 
by means of the said rate-in-aid, I am directed by the Commissioners for 
Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to request that you 
will have the goodness to inform them from what date advances on the security 
of the rate-in-aid commenced, as the Commissioners are desirous of keeping the 
account of such advances distinct from that of the previous advances. 

I am directed at the same time to bring under the notice of the Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s 'i'reasury, that the practice of issuing biscuit from 
the Commissariat Office in part of grants to distressed unions instead of money is 
attended with inconvenience, and the Commissioners request their Lordships 
will be pleased to direct that the advances made be made in money for the 
future. 

The Commissioners desire to remark, that the biscuit is charged at the rate 
of 14 s. per cwt., and as the Indian meal could be purchased by the vice- 
guardians at a considerably lower rate, and the estimates for advances are 
framed on the expectation of money being received, one consequence of 
biscuit being sent is, that the weekly supply is deficient. 

They will therefore feel greatly obliged, if their Lordships should see fit, to 
direct the issues to be made hereatter entirely in money. 



— No. 32.— 

Sir C. E. Trevelyan, to the Poor Law Commissioners ; dated 
16th June 1849. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to 
acquaint you, with reference to your letter of the 13th instant, that theissue of 
6,0001, authorised by this Board on the 28th April last, and all subsequent 
issues in aid of distressed unions, amounting altogether to 82,145 I, have been 
charged as advances on the security of the rate-in-aid. 

Adverting to that part of your letter in which you represent that the biscuit 
provided for the Irish sendee, and remaining in depdt in Ireland, when calcu- 
lated at the rate of 14^. per cwt., free of charge for conveyance, to the unions 
requiring extraneous relief, is still too high as compared with the price of Indian 
meal, my Lords will instruct Deputy Commissary-general Dobree to reduce the 
charge for the biscuit in question to such a price per cwt. as will make this 
description of food as advantageous to the distressed unions as Indian meal, 
wh?ch their Lordships apprehend will obviate all further difficulty in the issue 
of a proportion of biscuit on account of gi-ants to distressed unions. 
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— No. 



33.— 



The Poox’ Law Commissioner to Sir C. JE. Trevalyan ; dated 
19th July 1849. 

Adverting to the correspondence which took place in June last, on the No. 33. 
subject of the advances made to distressed unions on the security of the rate- • 
in-aid, the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland desire to state, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury, that although it is not explicitly provided in the Rate- 
in-Aid Act by whom the account required by the fifth section is to be made 
out for presentation to Parliament, the Commissioners do not doubt it will 
devolve upon them to furnish the materials for that account, if not themselves 
to make the return to Parliament. 

They have, therefore, felt considerable anxiety regarding the i>oint of time 
from which grants made by their Lordships, for the assistance of distressed 
unions, can be legally considered to have been advanced on the security of 
the rate-in-aid, and on mature consideration of the provisions of the Act 
they are led to conclude, that the produce of the rate-in-aid cannot be 
applied in repayment of advances made from the Consolidated Fund before 
the passing of this Act. 

The Commissioners have deemed it their duty to place before their Lord- 
ships the view which they take of the legal consti’uction of the statute, as it 
seems most desirable that any misapprehension on the point referred to should 
be at once removed, and they will therefore feel obliged by your bringing the 
matter again under their Lordships’ consideration. 



— No. 34.— 

Sir C. E. Trevelyan, to the Poor Law Commissioners ; dated 
21 st August 1849. 

I AM directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to N 0 . 34 . 
state, that they have had under their consideration your secretary’s letter of 
the 19th ultimo, stating the opinion entertained by you ou the subject of the 
advances made in aid of the distressed unions, previously to the passing of 
the Act 12Tict. c. 24, which advances you assume to have been made from 
the Consolidated Fund. 

I am to observe that by the second section of the Act in question, the pro- 
duce of the rate-in-aid is to be paid into the Bank of Ireland, to be placed 
there to a separate account in the name of the Pa 3 -masii-r of Civil Services in 
Ireland, and by the third section the sole responsibilit}- of directing the dis- 
posal of the monies standing in such account, either for the repayment of 
advances or for other purposes specified, is vested in this Board. 

In reference to this Act your duties are confined to providing for the proper 
application to the relief of the poor, of the funds placed at your disposal by 
order of my Lords ; and it does not appem' to their Lordships that the course 
adopted by them, under the general powers which they possess in reference to 
the advances in Question, can in any respect affect the performance of such 
duties hy you. 

With regard to the account to which you refer, my Lords have to observe 
that the Act does not direct that it should be prepai-ed by you, and they do 
not anticipate that in affording any aid m its prepaa-ation you will be called 
upon to perform any acts which, in your judgment, are contrary to law. 



- No. 35. — 
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No. 35. 



Enel, in No. 35. 



-No. 35.— 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
20th June 1849. 

By direction of the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland, I have the honour to forward herewith a copy of a report 
■which the Commissioners have received from Mr. R. Bourke, Poor Law 
Inspector, relating to a pressure which has lately been made upon the Board 
of Guardians of the Swineford Union by the occupiers of quantities of land, 
exceeding a quarter of an acre in extent, for relief for themselves and their 
families. 

There is no doubt that a large number of this class of persons are in des- 
titute circumstances ; but, on the other hand, there is reason to think that 
many of them apply for relief who are not destitute; and in affording relief 
to the families, it is found to be very desirable to use the workhouse test 
freely. 

Now it has been found impracticable to hire any buildings in the Swineford 
Union which axe suitable for use as auxiliary workhouses ; and the workhouse 
which has been erected in the union is barely sufficient for the ordinary pur- 
poses of the union. 

Under these circumstances, Mr. Bourke has suggested the erection of a 
temporary building to be used as a workhouse, to be paid for out of the grants 
of money to be made to the union ; and the Commissioners will be obliged if 
you will have the goodness to submit the case to the consideration of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, with a "view to the Commissioners 
being permitted to remit to the guardians a sum not exceeding 600 I, to be 
applied in erecting and fitting up such an auxiliary temporary workhouse in 
the Swineford Union. 



Enclosure in No. 35. 



Gentlemen, Swineford, 14 June 1840 . 

I BEG to inform you that I attended die weekly meeting of the Swineford Board of 
Guardians yesterday. The attendance of small landholders and their families seeking 
relief from the rates was as great as has been reported to you during the last two weeks; 
the numbers present must, I think, have exceeded 1,800, though the applicants from five 
electoral divisions only attended, i went twice through the crowd, but looked in vain for 
example of the utter destitution and evidences of the continued suffering which presented 
themselves on former occasions. On the contrary, the majority of applicants, especially 
among the children, appeared healthy and well fed, and generally very decently clothed. 

I look an early opportunity of calling the attention of the Board in the most serious 
manner 10 the terms of your circular letter of the 8 th Juue last; but Binding that relief 
was afforded in cases where, in my opinion, it might have been safely refused, I called upon 
the guardians to lake immediate steps for applying the workhouse test by discharging 700 
or 800 of their present inmates, and admitting in their stead such families of landholdere 
as were relievabie under the terms of your circular letters. The Board were generally 
averse to the proposition ; some through fear of its effects on the health of the inmates of 
the house, others in consequence of the injury to children who had been long in school 
of being now placed on out-door relief when their education would be neglected, but the 
large majority opposed on the ground that this mode of relief would be refused, and that 
it was generally expedient to help the small landholders over the interval beiween the 
present time and harvest. The Board, nevertheless, ultimately ^-eed to my proposition, 
aud the discharges are now going on accordingly, and I have not the slightest doubt that, 
if the Board have means to carry the system on, and offer workhouse relief to all the 
applicants still before them (for tfiey were obliged to adjourn their proceedings until to-day), 
it will be found that the pressure will abate, and the necessity for affording relief be con- 
fined to that class whose support from the rates will not be productive of the extended evils 
to be apprehended from a continuance of the present proceedings. In witnessing the 
proceedings of the Board yesterday, 1 could not avoid thinking that though very minute 
inquiries were made, and every disposition shown to a conscientious discharge of their 
duty, yet that if the funds for support of the poor were proceeding esclusively from rates, 
the amoiini of relief afforded would not have been so great. I very much wish that a 
greater extent of workhouse accommodation could be obtained ; but unless by building 
this cannot be effected, I therefore intend to propose to the Board to-day to erect on some 

land . 
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land taken for the lately contemplated auxiliary house, a lai^e wooden shed, capable of 
holdino- 200 or 300 children, and to advise their placing one of the junior classes to sleep 
there durin«- the present pressure ; and as the Board have no funds to meet this expenditure, 
I trust you°\vill sanciion its advance in the next weekly estimate. I am sure it will ulti- 
mately effect a considerable saving in the funds required for the assistance of this union ; 
and if the auxiliary houses are to "be resumed (which I hope will be the case), the materials 
of these sheds can all be made available- 

I have no wish to underrate the sufferings of the small occupiers of land in this union ; 
I believe them to be extreme, but I am so well aware of the difficulty of justly discri- 
minatin<y 001011 " this class of persons, that I am convinced there is no safety for the union 
but in the application to them of the workhouse test ; and further, that by no other means 
can any security be obtained for confining relief to the families of landholders within 
legal limits. 

I have, 8cp. 

(signed) Richard Bourhe. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners for Ireland. 



— No. 36. — 

Tbea.sur'y Minute; dated 22d June 1849. 

"Write to the Poor Law Commissioners that their Lordships cannot sanction No. 36. 
a grant for the purpose of fitting up an auxiliary workhouse. 



— No. 37. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
13th June 1849. ' 

Adverting to your letter of the 30th March last, stating that the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasmy did not consider it necessary to 
replace at that time a sum of 5,183 temporarily advanced by the Commis- 
sioners from a fund supplied by the British Association, previously appropriated 
in aid of certain distressed unions, I am directed by the Commissioners for 
Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland to state, that on 
receipt of the above letter they took immediate steps to prevent any fresh 
engagements being entered into, and likewise to cause some proceedings which 
were in contemplation, on the faith of an advance being made by the Commis- 
sioners, to be relinquished. ^ x. ■ t 

In some cases, however, contracts were in coure of execution at the time of 
the advance being made, which required to be met from that fund, as stated in 
the Commissioners’ letter of the 24th March last. 

The engagements which it appears now necessary to meet from the above 
fund amount to 2,473 I ; and the Commissioners request that their Lordships 
will be pleased to replace a sum to that amount to the credit of the Commis- 
sioners, for the puiyose of being applied to meet those engagements. 



— No. 



38.— 



Treasury Minute ; dated 19th June 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, and desire that they will furnish the no. :jS. 
following infomation in reference to this subject : 

1st. What sum lias been received by them from the British Relief Association 
during the present season. , , . , , . , 

2dly. In what manner that sum has been applied, showing the amount which 
has been advanced to each union, and the object for which each advance was 
made ; and, 

3dly. The object for which contracts were entered into to the amouut ot 
2 , 473 1- on the credit of this fund, and in favour of what unions. 



No. 39. — 
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— No. 39. — 

The Poor Law Commissiouers to Sir C. E. Trevelyan : dated 
5th July 1849. 

No. 39‘ I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 

of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th 
ultimo, stating in reference to the Commissioners’ letter of the 13tli ultimo, 
relating to the balance of the fund placed at their disposal by the British 
Association, that the Loi’ds Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury desire 
to be informed, 

1st. What sum has been received from the British Association during the 
present season. 

2d. In what manner that sum has been applied, showing the amount which 
has beenadvanced to each union, and the object for which each advance was 
made. 

3d. The objects for which contracts were entered into, to the amount of 
2,473 on the credit of this fund, and in favour of what union. 

In reply, the Commissioners desme to state that the sums received from the 
funds of the British Association, from the 1st October 1848 up to the present 
time, amount to 14,015 1., of which amount 13,000 1. had been received on the 
20th January last, on which date the Commissioners had the honour to transmit, 
for the information of Secretary Sir George'Grey, a statement of the manner in 
which they had appropriated the above sum of 13,000 1. 

That statement, which was printed amongst the papers relating to the aid 
afforded to the distressed unions in the west of Ireland, presented to both 
Houses of Parliament by command of Her Majesty, shows that, out of the sum of 
13,000 Z., 7,5001. had been appropriated for building' purposes, in nine unions 
named; 4,450/. for the relief of urgent destitution in three unions named; 
leaving a balance of 1,050 h available on the 20th January last. 

Previous to the date of the above-mentioned communication, it was intimated 
to the Commissioners, in a letter, dated 13th January 1849, from Mr. Lewis, 
Seci’etary .to the Home Department, that as no funds for that purpose had been 
placed by Parliament at the disposal of Her Majesty’s Government, they did 
not feel justified, on their own responsibility, in sanctioning the expenditure 
from the public funds requisite for carrying into effect the recommendation of 
the Commissioners for an extension of workhouse accommodation in the west 
of Ireland. 

Under these circumstances it was considered by the Commissioners that in 
the existing condition of some of the more impoverished districts of the west 
of Ireland, they could not so effectually apply the funds placed at their disposal 
by the British Association for the relief of the most distressed unions in Ireland 
as by extending workhouse and hospital accommodation in some. 

At various subsequent periods, sums, amounting- altogether to 904 1. 5 $. Qd., 
were appropriated and advanced by the Commissioners for building or fitting 
up additional workhouse or hospital accommodation. 

These sums were as follow : 

Kilrush (for fitting up auxiliary workhouse as a cholera 
hospital) - 

Bantry (for the erection of stores) . - . . 

CHfden (addition to former grant for building auxiliary 
workhouse) - 

Seariff (for auxiliary workhouse) .... 

Gort (for purchase of com sown on land attached to 
the workhouse site) ...... 

£. 



A further 



£. 


s. 


d. 


600 


_ 


_ 


19G 


IS 


- 


100 






90 


- 


- 


17 


12 


6 


904 


5 


6 
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A further sum of 185?. 6^. 3f?. was appropriated for the purchase of the 
site on which the additional workhouse at Oughterai-d, in Galway Union, has 
been built ; but this sum, together with the funds previously appropriated to 
building purposes, having been applied to meet the urgent pressure for imme- 
diate relief which existed in the month of February, as explained in the 
Commissioners’ letters of the 23d February, 3d and 13th March 1849, they 
have been unable to provide means for securing the property in the site of 
that w^orkhouse. 

The annexed Table will further acquaint their Lordships with the manner in 
which the funds of the British Association were actually disbursed by the 
Commissioners, and of the precise position in which they are placed with refer- 
ence to the portion of those funds appropriated to building purposes. 

Their Lordships will perceive that of the entire amount of 5,173 ?. 6s. 8 d. 
ap]Dropriatecl for building purposes, but not actually issued, the sum of 
2,473 ?. 6 5. 8 d. is now required to meet the engagements which were entered 
into when the Commissioners originally determined upon that mode of apply- 
ing the funds at their disposal. 

■\Vith reference to the sums required to complete the buildings in Galw’ay 
and Ballinrobe Unions, and to pay for building materials purchased in Castle- 
bar Union, the Commissioners beg to direct the attention of their Lordships 
to a report fi-om their architect, Mr. Wilkinson, dated 7th June 1849, of which 
a copy is herewith transmitted. 

The further sum of 185 ?. 6 5. 3 d. is required to complete the purchase of 
the site of the new wm*khouse at Oughterard, as above explained by the Com- 
missioners. The remaiuing items of 400 /. to Tuam Union, and the balance of 
241 1. 15 s. 9 d. to Westport Union, are required to defray the cost of putting 
temporary buildings in those unions into habitable condition, the expenditure 
for which purpose was incurred by the vice-guardians of those unions, under 
a pi'omise that the cost should he. defrayed by the Commissioners out of the 
funds placed at their disposal. 

Although the Commissioners, in their letter of the 13th ultimo, limited their 
request to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to the repay- 
ment of the above-named sum of 2,473 1. 6 s. Sd., which is actually required 
to meet existing engagements, they desire to express their conviction that it 
\vouid tend materially to improve the condition of Gort and Swineford Unions, 
and to ultimate economy of public funds, if their Lordships should be pleased 
to direct the repayment of the remaining sum of 2,000 1. by means of which 
the Commissioners would be enabled to extend the existing workhouse accom- 
modation in those unions, and thus lessen the existing pressure for out-door 
relief. 

\Yith reference to the last-mentioned union of Swineford the Commissioners 
recently transmitted, for their Lordships’ information, a report from their 
inspector, Mr. R. Bourke, from which the importance of such extended accom- 
modation may more fully appear. 

The Commissioners have reason to believe that the difficulty of finding 
good contractors in the last- mentioned unions, which is mentioned in Mr. 
Wilkinson’s report, would not now be found to interfere with the completion 
of the additional buildings in question, and they therefore have to suggest 
that if their Lordships should be unwilling to replace the entire balance of 
the sum originally appropriated to building purposes, they may he pleased to 
place at the Commissioners’ disposal the sum of 4,4/3 ?. 6 s. 8 d., of which 
2,473 I. 6 s. 8 d. is requii-ed to meet existing engagements, and 2,000 /. to com- 
plete the proposed buildings in Gort and Swineford Unions. 



0.44, 



Enclosure 
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II. 

Gemlemen, Dublin,? June 1849. 

1 HAVE the honour to submit the followtns; statement with reference to the five new 
auxiliary poorhouses ordered to be erected in the west of Ireland, at the expense of 
1,000 Z. each. 

Owin'^ to the difficulties of getting possession of sites, buildin|s were commenced at 
only two of them. viz. Ballinrobe and'Ougliterard (in the Galway Union); an undertaking 
was accepted for the building one at Castlebar, but owing to the delay or difficulty in 
leo-allv obtaining possession of the land for erecting it upon, it was not commenced, but 
considerable progress was made in preparation of materials for it. 

At the other two, viz. Swineford and Kinvarra, plans and specifications were made, and 
everything was prepared Cor carrying on the works, under clerks of w'orks, in consequence 
of there being no good contractors to rely upon ; nothing more than this was done. 

The works commenced have been all suspended for some time irom want of funds. 

The following statement shows what is required for completing die two buildings which 
were commenced, and the estimated cost of paying what is prepared for at Castlebar : 



Amount already paid for works executed 

atOughterard ----- £.453 15 4 

Balance of the £. 1,000 now required ---- 
Amount already paid at Ballinrobe - £.200 - - 

Balance now required - - - - - 

Estimated probable cost of prepared materials at Castle- 
bar, which can be made available by the vice-guar- 
dians for other purposes, if the building is not to be 
erected, say - -- -- -- - 



540 4 
800 - 



1,046 4 8 



I believe that some sums were allocated for other purposes, viz. fitting up some old build- 
ings as auxiliary poorhouses, or increasing accommodation by building shed.?, which the 
office accounts will show the particulars of. 

I have, &c. 

{signed) Geo. WUMnson. 



— No. 40. — 

Treasury Minute ; dated 27th July 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, Ireland, that my Lords have had 
before them their letter of the 5th instant, in reply to their Lordships’ commu- 
nication of the 19th ultimo, on the subject of the appropriation of the sums 
placed at their disposal by the British Association, since September 1848, for 
the purpose of relief in the more distressed unions in Ireland. 

From the detailed statement furnished by the Poor Law Commissioners it 
appears that the total amount received by them from the funds of the British 
Association, from the 1st October 1848 to tlie 5th July 1849, was 14,015 1 . ; 
that of this sum, 3,416 l.hs. 1 d. was expended in providing and fitting up ad- 
ditional workhouse accommodation ; that 10,281 /.was advanced for the relief of 
destitution; and that a further sum of 285/. Us. 1 d. was expended for the 
treatment of cholera, and in payment of interest on loans, guaranteed by the 
Commissioners, leaving an unexpended balance of 32 /. I.S. 10 d. 

The Poor Law Commissioners were informed by the letter from this Board, 
dated the 30th March last, that as the sum placed at their disposal by the 
British Relief Association had been appropriated by the Association to the 
same general object as that for which the Government grants were inade, their 
Lordships did not consider it necessary to repay the sum which had been 
advanced out of the first-mentioned fund for the relief of distress. 

On the 13th June, however, the Poor Law Commissioners applied to their 
Lordships for a sum of 2,473 /. 6 8 t/., which they stated was required to 

meet engagements entered into previously to the receipt by them of the above- 
ntentioned letter ; and it now appears from the Commissioners' letter, dated the 
5th instant, that the sum of 2,473 /.6 s. %d. in question is proposed to be 

applied to the following objects : ^ v v 

£ 1,346. 4. 8. for completing two buildings which had been begun at 
Ou«-lit’erard and Ballinrobe, and on which a sum of 053/. 15 s. 4 d. has been 
already spent. ^ 

0.44. ^ ^ 



No. 40 . 
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£. 300, being the estimated cost of materials prepared at Castlebar, but which 
may be made araikble by the rice-guardians for other pm-poses, if the building 
is not to be, erected. 

£. 185. 6. 3. required to purchase the site on which the unfinished workhouse 
at Oughterard has been built ; and 

£.641. 15. 9. expended by the vice-guardians of the Westport and Tuam 
Unions in putting the temporary workhouse buildings in those unions into a 
habitable condition, under a proinise that this expense would be defrayed out of 
the funds placed at the disposal of the Commissioners. 

The Commissioners now state that although in their letter of the 13th ultimo 
they had limited their request to their Lordships to the repayment of the above- 
named sum of 2,473 6 s. 8 d., they desire to express their conviction that it 

would tend materially to improve the condition of the Gort and Swineford Unions, 
and to ultimate economy of public funds, if my Lords should be pleased to’ 
authorise the payment of a further sum of 2,000 L by means of which the Com- 
missioners would be enabled to extend the workhouse accommodation in those 
unions, and thus lessen the existing pressure for out-door relief. 

^ On the 20th ultimo an application was made to this Board by the Poor Law 
Commissioners for permission to issue to the guardians of the Swineford Union, 
out of the funds at the disposal of this Board for the relief of the distressed 
unions, the sum of 600 L for the purpose of fitting up an auxiliary workhouse, 
and theii- Lordship,s in reply acquainted the Poor Law Commissioners that the}’ 
could not sanction a grant for this object. 

On a review of this subject my Lords continue to be of opinion that the balance 
of the fund of the Britisli Relief Association could not have been expended in a 
manner more in accordance with the expressed wishes of the committee than 
in making advances to the distressed unions for the direct relief of extreme 
destitution, and although their Lordships ai*e prepared to make good any actual 
pecuniary engagements entered into by the Poor Law Commissioners when they 
were acting on the supposition that circumstances would allow of their giving 
a more extended application to the above-mentioned fund, their Lordships 
cannot undertake to defray the expcrise of completing the works which were left 
unfinished in consequence of the sums originally appropriated to them bein°- 
expended in the relief of destitution. ' ® 



So far as appears from the explanations contained in the papers before this 
Board, the only sums for the payment of which the Poor Law Commissioners 
are pledged, are 300 1. for the cost of materials prepared at Castlebar, and 
64 H. 15 j. 9 d. expended by the vice-guardians of the Westport and Tuam 
Unions 111 putting the temporary workhouse buildings in those unions into a 
habitable condition ; and my Lords have directed Deputy Commissary-general 
L ebree to pay 94 1 /. 1 5 9 d. to the Poor Law Commissioners, in order that the 

advances made from the fund of the British Relief Association may be repaid to 
that extent, and that the Poor Law Commissioners may thereby be furnished 
with the means of fulfilling their engagements to the vice-guardians of the 
Castlebar, \v estport, and Tuam Unions. 

Write accordingly to Deputy Commissaiy-generai Dobree. 



X(1. 41. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevdi/an ; dated 
16t!i June 1849. 

By direction of the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 
^ the honour to transmit herewith, for the information 
rt Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copv of a report which 
e Commissioners have received from the vice-guardians of the Galway Union 
of f the cost of clothing required for the use of the inmates 

oni V nf wards. I am at the same time to forward a 

bJ, the observations of Mr. R. Bourke, poor law inspector, thereon. 

should be°A-?^^'TT consideration of their Lordships 

snouia be dtawn to the circumstances of their ease, and they would resnectfullv 

S Westport, ^Clifden, aTcaltle- 

L peer matZi’ T f ‘'esP^tively estimate weekly to be requiste 
101 pi c .amg mateiials for clothing for the workhouse inmates. 
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Enclosures in No. 41. 



I. 

Gentlemen, Galway, 6 June 1849. 

We have the honour to enclose an estimate of the cost of clothing required for the use of 
the paupers in the workhouse and auxiliary establishments. 

The different articles can be made up by the inmates, and in order to preserve the liealth 
of the paupers during the summer it will be necessary to discontinue the use oi their own 
filthy rags and substitute a proper supply of clothing. 

The estimate has been been made out on the lowest terms for which the material can be 
prociup'l, and we trust it may be in your power to iransmit us the. ammint, 85] L 1 s. 6 d. 

We beg to submit the observations of the me-diciil officer on the subject. 



We have, See. 

(signed) ja?«es Ward, \ 
L. Fitzmaurice,^ 



Vice-Guardians. 



End. in No. 41. 



II. 



ESTIMATED Cost of Clothisg required for the use of the Paupeus iu the Gakoay Wokiiouses. 



Desciivtioa ofClotliin; Reqaired. 


Nuratcr of each 
Article in Use 
and in Store. 


.Additional 
Number of eocll 
Article required. 


Cost of Material 
for each. 


Total 

, Estimated Cost. 


Men’s Coats - 


511 


231 


f. 


3 


10 


£. 

44 


s. 

5 


6 


„ Vests - 


. 


742 


_ 


1 


4 


49 


9 


4 


„ Trowsers .... 


508 


234 


_ 


3 


7 


41 


18 


6 


„ Shirts ----- 


860 


624 


_ 


1 


_ ' 


81 


4 


.. 


„ Caps - • - - - 


200 


542 


_ 


- 


7 


15 


16 


2 


„ Shoes ----- 


40 


702 


- 


3 


8 , 


128 


14 


- 


Boys’ Coats - 


429 


173 


_ 


3 


2 


27 


7 


10 


„ Trowsers ----- 


449 


153 


- 


2 


10 ! 


01 


13 


6 


,, Vests • - - • . 


... 


602 


- 


1 


1 I 


32 


12 


3 


„ Sliii-ts - 


630 


574 


_ 


_ 


9 


21 


10 


6 


„ Caps - 


510 


86 


1 


- 


6 


0 


3 


- 


„ Shoes - 


• - ' ! 


602 


' 


3 


- 


90 


C 


- 


Women’s Wrappers .... 


1,152 


2.36 


_ 


1 


10 


21 


0 


6 


„ Petticoats - - . - 


1,577 


1,109 


_ 


3 




179 


17 


_ 


„ Shifts - - - - 


1,376 


1,400 


_ 


1 


_ 


. 70 


_ 


_ 


,, Caps - - - - . 


1,676 


1,100 


- 


- 


U 


, 6 


17 


6 


Girls’ Wrappers - 


282 


80 




1 


6 


0 


_ 


_ 


,, Petticoats ----- 


362 


362 


- 


3 


3 


39 


4 




„ Shifts 


360 


364 


- 


- 


9 


13 


IS 




Infants’ Flannel dresses . - - 


80 1 


80 




1 


7 


6 






„ Shifts ----- 


80 I 


SO 


j - 


- 


3 


1 
















£. 1 


^ 851 


1 


6 



Galway, 9 June 1849. 



James Ward, 

Lewis F.izmauriee,_ 



Vice-Guardians. 



III. 

Workhouse Hospital, Galway Union, 
Gentlemen, 5 June 1849. 

In answer to your query requiring to know my opinion as regards the liealth of the 
paupers in the workhouse, “ whether I consider the state of the clothing likely to produce 
disease or not.” 

I beg to state, the filthy old rags in which numbers are clothed I look upon as most 
dangerous, and I frequently remonstnited with the late vice-guardians on the subject. 
I have not the least doubt that disease is materially increased by them; it was so last 
year, and will be so again as soon as the weather becomes warm, beside which it is 
impossible to judge while they wear them whether they are regularly washed or not ; I 
consider clean clothing and regular washing most important both for health and economy. 

I have &c. 

The Vice-Guardians, Galway Union. (signed) J. W. Browne, m.d. 



0 . 44 . 
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IV, 

Observations of Mr.^R. Bourhe\ dated 14th June 1849. 

Clothing in this and oilier unions is very much needed. The guardians have no means 
whatever for procuriiio' it without running deeper into debt, a course which it is impossible to 
urge them to adopt, as tliere is no prospect of their being able to discharge the vast liabilities 
already incurred. I afree in the evil effects likely to be produced by suffering the people 
to continue in their owi clothes, but the only alternative in the power of guardians is to 
discharge from the workhouse all who iiave not clothes, and this would probably have 
the effect of increasing the expenditure for relief of the poor two or three fold. Ii it is 
possible to comply with this appliciitinn, I would strongly urge the same to be done with 
Westport, Ciifden, and Castlebar. 



— No. 42. — 

Treasury Minute; dated 19th June 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners that my Lords cannot give a general 
permission of the kind requested by them, but their Lordships whl be prepared 
to sanction such portion of the grants for the relief of destitution in the 
Galway, Westport, Ciifden, and Castlebar Unions, being applied by the Com- 
missioners to the purchase of the materials for clothing for the^ workhouse 
inmates in those unions, as may in the opinion of the Commissioners be 
indispensably necessary for the prevention of disease and the preservation of 
he health of the inmates of the workhouses. 



• No. 43. — 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
16th June 1849. 

By direction of the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland, I have the honour to forward to you herewith, to be laid 
before the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of a repoit 
which the Commissioners have received from Mr. Horsley, temporary poor 
law inspector, in which he represents the embarrassment occasioned to the 
officers employed in the Gort Union, owing to the non-payment of their salaries 
by the vice-guardians, who are unable to collect funds for the purpose. Mr. 
Horsley states in his report that he is aware that many of the relieving officers, 
storekeepers, and other of the union officers, are much pressed for money 
at present, and that they have been forced, owing to the non-payment of 
their salaries, to obtain pecuniary accommodation upon veiy disadvantageous 
terms. . . 

1 have also the honour to forward herewith a copy of some observations 01 
Mr. Richard Bourke, the district inspector, in which he strongly recommends 
the subject to favourable consideration, and expresses his entire concurrence in 
the statements in Mr. Horsley's report. 

The Commissioners think it right under the circumstances, that the subject 
should be brought under the consideration of the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury. 



Enclosures in No 43. 

I. 

Gentlemen, Gort, 7 June 1^9. 

Herewith I transmit a statement of the sums owing for salaries lo the several otbeers 
of the union at the close of last half year, and ray object in fuvnislung you with u is to 
ascertain whether tne Conimissionevs can, consistently with their existing arrangemenls, 
procure for the union an advance of a sum of money to be applied in liquidating a portion 
of the salaries duo to union officers. 

1 am aware that several of the relieving officers, storekeepers, and other officers are at 
this moment very much pressed for money, and that already they have been forced to 
obtain pecuniary accommodation upon usurious and ruinous terms. 
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Whilst I bear testimony to the zeal and efficiency of the union officers, I cannot refrain 
from pointing out the injustice and inexpetiiency of their salaries being permiued to run 
largely into arrear. Experience proves that under pecuniary embarrassment, persons in 
every class of life, but more especially those in the humbler grades, are too apt to lose 
sight of principle ; and although I apprehend no such evil in the case of the Gort officers, 
I think, it is unfair that they should be laid open to temptation by necessities not of their 
own creating. 

Tiie vice-guardians liave no funds applicable to the payment of the salaries due t<> the 
union officers, and will have none till after harvest next, as the sums collected by the 
collectors from week to week have to go towards the maintenance of the destitute poor 
within the union, or to the payment of small bills which must be defrayed weekly. 

Under these circumstances I have thought it right to make an appeal to you on behalf 
of the union officers, and trust that if it be possible for you to recommend an advance of 
money 10 the union for the purpose I have mentioned, you will not object to doing so. 

1 have, 8cc. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) Samuel Horsley. 

Poor Law Office, Dublin. 



II. 

Gort Union- 



Amount due to Officers up to 25th March 1849. 



Clerk - 








James Slater - - - 






' £. 
50 


s. 


d. 


Master - 


_ 


. 


- 


Charles Nugent 


_ 


- 


29 


10 


- 


Assistant Master 


- 


- 




James Finegan 


- 


- 


1 


3 


- 


Matron - 


_ 


- 


. 


Anne Robinson 


- 




5 


- 


- 


Chaplain 


- 


- 


- 


Kev. Patrick Tuliy - 


- 


- 


24 


3 


3 


Apothecary 


- 


- 


- 


Terence Gill - - - 


- 


- 


10 


- 


- 


Schoolmaster - 


_ 


- 


_ 


Cornelius O’Loghlin 


_ 


• 


7 


10 


— 


Porter 


_ 


- 


- ■ 


F. M'Namara - - - 


- 


- 


S 


- 


- 


Hospital iNurse 


- 


- 


- 


Margaret M'Lean - 


- 


- 


11 


6 


- 


Assistant ditto 


- 


_ 


_ 


Honor Greene 


- 


- 


1 


10 


— 


Ditto - 


_ 


- 


_ 


Bridget Huban 


- 


- , 


3 


- 


- 


Ditto - 


_ 


- 


- 


Bridget O’Loghliu - 


- 


- ; 


4 


- 


- 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


- 


Mary Gibbons 


- 


- ; 


4 


- 


- 


Wardsman 


- 


- 


_ 


Richard Carr - - - 


- 


- 


2 


10 


- 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


- 


Cornelius Carty 


- 


- 


2 


10 


- 


Wardswoman - 


_ 


- 


_ 


Margy Boland 


- 


- 


1 


10 


- 


Oveseer - 


- 


- 


- 


Patrick Power 


- 


- 


5 


9 


6 


Storekeeper 


- 


- 


- 


Patrick Glynn 


- 


- 


11 


17 


10 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


. 


M. Connolly - - - 


- 


- 


4 


4 


_ 


Ditto ' 


_ 


- 


. 


P. Bermingham 


- 


- 


6 


5 


2 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


. 


! Thomas Fallon 


_ 


- 


5 


9 


6 


Ditto - 


_ 


_ 


_ 


'• John Butler - - - 


_ 




14 


13 


5 


Kelieving Uliicer 


_ 


- 


_ 


' James Forrest - - - 


- 


- 


37 


10 


- 


Ditto - 


_ 


- 


_ 


[ Andrew Ford - - - 


- 


- 


30 


- 


- 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


. 


1 Richard Kelly - - - 


- 


- 


37 


10 


- 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


_ 


j Patt Leonard - - - 


- 




le 


13 


4 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


_ 


Patt Spelman - - - 


- 


- 


5 


7 


8 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


_ 


George Morton 


- 




26 


— 


— 


Ditto - 


- 


. 


_ 


Thomas Hardiman - 


- 


- 


36 


7 


9 


Ditto - 


_ 


- 


_ 


Richard Burke 


- 


- 


20 


- 


- 


Ditto - 


_ 


. 


. 


James O’Brien 


- 


- 


30 


14 


2 


Collector 


_ 


- 


. 


Myles O’Brien 


- 


- 


93 


1 


6 


Ditto - 


- 


- 




John Slater - - - 


- 


- 


204 


14 


9 


Ditto - 


_ 


_ 




Cornelius O’Brien - 


- 


- 


94 


10 


11 


Ditto - 


_ 


. 


- 


Hubert Glynn - - - 


- 


- 


70 


4 


9 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


- 


Michael Taylor 


- 


- 


177 


15 


4 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


- 


j Edward O’Shauglmessy - 


- 


- 


06 


10 


- 


'i'emporary Pever 


Hospital 


- 


' D. J. Hynes, medical officer 


- 


- 


0 


5 


- 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


- 


! Martin D. Nolan, ditto - 


- 


- 


6 


— 


- 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


- 


1 Terence Gill, apothecary - 


- 


- 


5 




- 


Late Collector 


- 


- 


- 


1 Terence Hynes* 




- 


25 


6 


C 










Totai. • 


- - 


£. 


1,206 


12 


4 



* This person was formerly an active elected guardian, and is now almost destitute. 

S, Horsley. 



F 



Ill- 
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III. 

Gort Union. 

Observations of Mr. R. Bourse, Poor Law Inspector; dated 12th June 1849. 

I strongly recommend this subject to the favourable consideration of the Commis- 
sioners, and I agree in every part of Mr. Horsley’s report. It is not likely that more tlnm 
500 1. of the outstanding rate will be collected before harvest ; and as the estimated amount 
of collection is deducted from the advance made through the Commissioners, it is obvious 
that even this small sum will not be applicable to the payment of salaries. 

The liabilities of all the western unions in ray district, now amounting to about 95,000 L, 
are a very serious, and, in some cases, insuperable difficulty to the effective operation of the 
poor law,"^ both in and out of workhouses. But if the salaries of officers are allowed to 
continue m arrear, which, under present circumstances, guardians can in no manner prevent, 
I fear it is to be expected that these difficulties will be augmented to a degree that will 
materially impede the very working of the law. 



Tbeasury Minute; dated 19th June 1849. 

No. 44 . Write to the Poor Law Commissioners that the instructions contained in 

the letter from this Board, dated the 12th instant, in reference to the Westport 
and Castlebar Unions, equally apply to the case of this union ; and such 
advances may therefore be made to the relieving officers of the Gort Union, 
out of the grants to that union, as may be necessary for their subsistence until 
sufficient rates can be collected for the payment of their salaries in full ; but 
the salaries of the union officers, and all other charges for establishment, must 
be paid entirely out of the rates. 



— No. 45.- 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
16th June 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th 
instant, stating that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have 
directed a sum of 13,460 1. to be placed at the disposal of the Commissioners, 
for the relief of destitution in the distressed unions. 

In reference thereto the Commissioners desire to state that the amounts 
issued out of the above sum for the expenses of the current week, are as- 
foUow : 



Ballina - 


£. s. d. 
060 - - 


Kenmare - 


£. s. d- 
885 - - 


Bailinrobe - 


860 - - 


Kilrush .... 


880 - - 


Banti'v - - ' - 


620 - - 


Roaeommon ... 


670 - - 


Cahirciveen - 


370 - - 


Scariff .... 


670 - - 


Cari'iok-oa-Shannoa 


365 - - 


Swineford .... 


560 - - 


Castlebar - 


705 - - 


Tuam ----- 


660 - - 


Caatlerea - 


450 - - 


Westport - 


070 - - 


Clifden .... 


640 - - 


Ennis ----- 


700 - - 


Dingle .... 

Enni3t3Tnon ... 


360 - - 
740 - - 


Total - • - 


12,870 - - 


Galway .... 

Glenties .... 
Gort - ... - 


860 - - 
76 - - 
390 - - 


Balance - - 


590 - - 



The 
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The Commissioners estimate that the requirements of the ensuing week will 
not be met by a less amount than 14,000 exclusive of the balance unappro- 
priated, taking into consideration the enhanced cost of relief by substituting in 
some unions biscuit at 14 5. per hundredweight, for Indian meal at about 1 0 s. 
per hundredweight, and also an application for aid made by the guardians of 
Skibbereen Union ■, and the Commissioners request that their Lordships will 
be pleased to place a further sum at their disposal early in the ensuing week to 
enable them to meet the above estimate. 



— No. 



Treasury Minute ; dated I9tb June 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners that, although my Lords are awai-e 
that the demands for the relief of destitution are greater at this season than at 
any other period of the year, they regret to observe a further increase in the 
weekly demand for aid to the distressed unions, and they must repeat the ex- 
pression of their anxiety that the applications of the Poor l^aw Commissioners 
for their sanction to further grants may be confined to cases of absolute 
necessity. 

As the increased expense anticipated by the Poor Law Commissioners from 
the issue in some unions to a certain extent of biscuit instead of Indian meal 
has been obviated by the letter from this Board dated the 15th instant, directing 
.that the charge for the biscuit in question should be reduced to such a price 
per cwt. as will make this description of food as advantageous to the dis- 
tressed unions as Indian meal, my Lords consider that it will be sufficient if 
13,000 Z. is issued instead of 14,000 Z., as applied for by the Commissioners, 
and they have accordingly dii-ected that the former sum may be placed at their 
disposal by Deputy Commissary-general Dobree. 



— No. 47. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
25th June 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledp the receipt of your letter of the 
19th instant, stating that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury- 
had authorised a further sum of 13,000 /. to be placed at the Commissioners’ 
disposal, to meet the requirements of the current week. 

In reference thereto I am directed to acquaint their Lordships that the 
amount which appeared necessary for the purpose of affording relief to 23 
distressed unions, for the week ending this day, was 14,594 Z. 

The balance remaining out of tlie sum of 13,460 Z. authorized by their 
Lordships on the 13th instant for the puiposes of the week ended 16th instant, 
over the requirements of that week for cuirent expenses, was 590 L as reported 
to their Lordships on the 16th instant. 

The Commissioners, therefore, in their letter of the 16th instant, applied to 
their Lordships, requesting that they would be pleased to place the further sum 
of 14,000 L at their disposal. 

In your letter of the 19th instant yon state, that as the increased expense 
anticipated from the issue in some unions, to a certain extent, of biscuit mstead 
of Indian meal has been obviated by their Lordships' direction that the charge 



No. 4(3. 



No.47- 
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for the biscuit in question should be reduced to such a price as ■will make this 
description of food as advantageous as, Indian meal, their Lordships consider 
that it will be sufficient if J 3,000 1. is issued instead of 14,000 1. 

The Commissioners beg to inform their Lordships in reference thereto, that 
the actual saving from the diminished price at which biscuit has been supplied 
to some of the distressed unions, in pursuance of their Lordships’ directions, 
has amounted to 280 I, as nearly as could be ascertained. This saving would 
therefore have enabled the Commissioners to meet the requirements of the 
week by a sum of 14,314 and a further deduction was made from that amount 
in consequence of the Commissioners having abstained from issuing 154 1. due 
in Westport Union on account of cholera expenses, until the pleasure of the 
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury is known with reference to the Commis- 
sioners’ application on that subject. 

The total sum, therefore, which the Commissioner would have required, had 
their estimate been strictly correct, would have been 14,160 Z.; but as their 
letter of the 16th instant was written before the weekly estimates from a few of 
the unions in question had reached the Commissioners, and in such cases their 
requisition was based upon the estimates of a former week, it appeared that the 
sum actually necessaiyto meet the requirements of the week was 14,390/. 15 s.; 
and the Commissioners found that the funds available in their hands amounted 
to not more than 13,590/. Under these circumstances, the Commissioners, 
being un^Yilling to incur the serious responsibility of allowing a stoppage in the 
advances of funds at the present period of most severe pressure, which might, 
as they believe, lead to an extensive sacrifice of human life, determinetf to 
supply the sum of 800/. 15 5 ., required to meet the necessities of the unions in 
question, out of the sum of 4,250 /. recently placed at their disposal for the 
purpose of being applied to meet the deficiencies in previous advances. 



The sums forwarded to the several unions were the following : 







Baltina - . _ . 


1,038 - - 


Eallinrobe - 


860 - - 


Bantry - - - . ^ 


616 17 6 


Cahircireen - . « 




Carrick-on-Shannon 




Castlebar - 




Castlerea .... 




Clifden .... 


527 - - 


Dingle .... 


380 - - 


Ennis .... 


895 - - 


Ennistymon ... 


775 - - 


Galway .... 


836 - - 


Glenties .... 


76 - - 





£. s. d. 


Gort 




Eenmare .... 




Kilrusb .... 




Roscommon ... 




Scariff - 




Swineford .... 




Tuam - 




Westport .... 




Eistowel .... 




Skibberoen .... 


890 - - 


Total . . . £. 


14,390 15 - 



The amounts forwarded to the unions of Glenties and Listowel are loans, to 
be repaid in pursuance of their Lordships’ directions. 



The Commissioners estimate that the requirements of the ensuing week will 
amount to 14,434 /., and they request that their Lordships will be pleased to 
place this fund at their disposal. 

On the subject of the funds now in course of appropriation on account of 
previous deficiencies, the Commissioners will address their Lordships further; 
but they have to request that the sum of 800/. 16 s., advanced out of that 
fund, may be again placed at their disposal. 



With reference to the statement in your letter of the 1 9th instant, that their 
Lordships regret to observe a further increase in the weekly demand for aid to 
toe ^stressed unions, and that they must repeat toe expression of their anxiety 
that the applications for their sanction to furtlier grants may be confined to 
cases of absolute necessity, the Commissioners beg to remark that the season 
ot the year has now arrived in which the utmost pressure of destitution has 

usually 
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usually been experienced, and it could not be anticipated that any diminution 
in the necessities of the distressed unions should be perceived at this period. 

The Commissioners apprehend that they could not increase the stringency 
the rules by -which they have sought to confine -within the narrowest practi* 
cable limits the amount of relief afforded in the disti’essed unions, without 
endangering the success of the arrangements by which the subsistence of so 
large a population has been provided for at a money cost which appears ex- 
tremely moderate. They beg respectfully to assure their Lordships, that no care 
is wanting on their part to prevent the unnecessaiy waste of the funds advanced 
by their Lordships, upon the credit of the rates which are about to be put into 
course of collection in this country, pursuant to the 12th Viet. c. 24. 



— No. 48. — 



Treasury Minute ; dated 29th June 1849. 

Write to the Paymaster-general, and authorise him tp transfer to the credit No. 48 . 
of Deputy Commissary-general Dobree’s account at the Bank of Ireland the 
sum of 1.5,234 /., to be placed by him at the disposal of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners, for the purpose of making advances in aid of distressed unions in 
Ireland. 

Of the above sum, 4,855 1. is to be charged in completion of the warrant for 
advancing 100,000 out of the Consolidated Fund, in pursuance of the Act 
12 Viet. c. 24, and the balance, 10,3/9 L, is to be charged as an advance from 
Civil Contingencies. 

Acquaint the Poor Law Commissioners with reference to this letter that my 
Lords have given the above direction. 



— No. 49. — 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
30th June 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of No. 49. 
the Poor in Lreland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th instant, 
stating that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury had authorised 
a sum of 14,434 1. to be placed at the disposal of the Commissioners, for the 
purposes of the current week, and the further sum of 800 /., on account of 
previous deficiencies. 

"With reference to the amount authorised for the purposes of the current 
week, the Commissioners desire to acquaint their Lordships that the actual 
requirements of the several unions amounted to 14,345 1. 5 s., leaving a balance 
of 88 15 s. towards tlie requirements of the ensuing week, according to the 

annexed statement. 

The Commissioners estimate that the total requirements of the ensuing week 
-will amount to 14,535 1 . ; and they request that their Lordships -will be pleased 
to place a sum of 14,446 /. 5 s. at their disposal early in the ensuing week. 




0.44. 



r 3 



Enclosure 
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End. in No. 49 . 



No. 50. 



Enclosure in No. 49. 



STATEMENT of Reqvisitioss forwarded by the Poor-Law Commissionera for Issues to 
Distressed Unions in Ireland, for the Week ending' 30 June 1840. 



Balance available at commencement of the week for the eur-l 


£. i. 


rent purposes of the week - ■ - - - -J 




Amount authorised during the week for the purposes of the week 


14,434 - - 


Total available for the Week - - - £. 


! 






Rei{uis<:io&sfor 




UNIONS. 


the Week on the 






above AmouDt. 






£. s. d. 


29 June 


Ballina - 


1,155 - - 




Balliurobe ------ 


800 - - 




Bantry - - . - 


492 12 G 




Cahirciveen - - - - - 


387 - - 




Carrick-on-Shannon . . - - 


372 10 - 




Castlebar - 


785 12 6 




Castlerea ------ 


668 - - 




Clifden 


607 - - 




Dingle 


396 - - 




Ennis ------ 


920 - - 




Ennistymon - 


780 - - 




Galway - 


840 - - 




Glenties ------ 


84 - - 




Gort ------- 


360 10 - 




Keninare - 


379 - - 




Kilrush ...... 


960 - - 




Roscommon ..... 


680 10 - 




Scariff ------ 


716 - - 




Skibbereen ------ 


822 - - 




Swineford ------ 


638 ~ - 




Tuam - - - - 


662 10 - 




Westport - 


995 - - 



Balance available for the week ending 7 July - 



Estimated requirements of week ending 7 July 

Additional amount necessary to cover estimated require- 
ments of the same week 



14,446 5 - 



— No. 



50.— 



Treasury Minute; dated 3d July 1849. 

Write to the Paymaster-general, and authorise him to transfer, as an 
advance from Civil Contingencies, to the credit of Deputy Commissary- 
general Dobree’s account at the Bank of Ireland, the sum of 14,446 1 ., to enable 
him to place that sum at the disposal of the Poor Law Commissioners, to meet 
the estimated requirements for the relief of distressed unions in the week 
ending the 7th instant. 

Acquaint the Poor Law Commissioners with the above direction with 
reference to their letter. Acquaint also Deputy Commissary-general Dobree 
therewith. 



- No. 51. — 
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' No. 51. — 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. M. Trevelyan ; dated 
7th July 1849. 



I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3d instant, 
statin “• that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury had authorised 
a further sum of 14,434 1. to be placed at the disposal of the Commissioners 
for the purposes of the current week. 

In reference thereto the Commissioners desire to acquaint their Lordships 
that the requirements of the several unions amounted to the full sum placed 
at the Commissioners’ disposal. And a statement of the sums issued to the 
several unions for the current week is herewith enclosed. 

The Commissioners estimate that the requirements of the ensuing week will 
amount to 15,059 1, and they request that their Lordships will be plej^ed to 
place a sum of that amount at their disposal for the purpose early in the 
ensuing week. 



Enclosure in No. 51. 

STATEMENT of Reouisitiohs forwarded by the Poor Law Commissioners for Issues to Pncl. in No. 51. 
Distressed Unions in Ireland, for the Week ending 7 July 1849. 



Balance aTailable at commencement of the week, for the ear- 
rent purposes of the week - 
Amount aufljorised during the week for the purposes of the week 
Total availabie for the Week - - • 



£. s. d. 
88 15 - 
14,446 - - 



Ballina 
Ballinrobe - 
Bantry 
Cafairciveen 
Carrick-on-Shannon 
Castlebar - 
Castlerea • 

Clifden 

Dingle 

Ennis 

Ennistymon 
Galway 
Glenties 
Gort - 
Kenmare - 
Kilrush 
Mohill 



Scariff 
Skibhereen • 
Swineford • 
Tuam 

Westport • 



ReqaisidoDS for 
the Week on the 
above Amount. 



1,140 - - 
825 - - 
492 - - 
366 - - 
370 - - 

772 - - 
600 - - 
508 - - 
309 - - 

765 - - 
760 - - 



426 - - 
300 - - 
855 - - 
3B4 - - 

682 - - 
722 - - 
880 - - 
694 - - 

660 15 ~ 



Batee available for the week ending U July 1849 

Eefimated requirements for the week ending 14 July 1B49 

Amennt necessary to cover estimated teqniromeata of the 
same week 



Fifteen Thousand and Fifty-nine Pounds. 

F 4 



14,534 15 - 



— No. 52. 
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— No. 52. — 

Treasury Minute ; dated 10th July 1849. 

N0.5 2 . Write to the Paymaster-general, and authorise him to transfer as an advance 

from Civil Contingencies, to the credit of Deputy Commissary-general Dobree’s 
account at the Bank of Ireland, the sum of 15,059 1., to be placed by him at 
the disposal of the Poor Law Commissioners, for the purpose of affording relief 
to distressed unions in the weekending the 14th instant. 

Acquaint the Poor Law Commissioners with the above direction with reference 
to this letter. 

Acquaint also Deputy Commissary-general Dobree therewith. 



— No. 53.— 



The Poor Law Commissioner to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
7th July 1849. 



No. 53. 



I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Popr in Ireland to forward herewith, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, an extract from a report which the 
Commissioners have received from Colonel Clarke, temporary poor-law inspec- 
tor, relating to the appearance of cholera in the workhouse of Kenmare 
Union. 

Colonel Clarke reports that serious apprehensions are entertained for the 
health of the workhouse inmates, from the inability of the vice-guardians to 
provide suitable clotiiing for the inmates, and their being consequently obliged 
to wear their own wretched clothes. 

I am at the same time to forward a copy of a further report from Colonel 
Clarke, in which he states that every effort has been made to procure a supply 
of clothing for the inmates, but without avail. 

Mr. Crawford, poor-law inspector, reports that unless an advance be made 
to the vice-guardians he fears they will be unable to procure the requisite 
supply of clothing. 

Under these circumstances the Commissioners request that you will be good 
enough to submit the matter for the consideration of the Lord Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury, with a view to permission being granted to the 
Commissioners to make the same weekly advance in Kenmare Union, as they 
have been permitted to make in the cases of Westport, Castlebar and Clifden 
Unions. 



Enclosures in No. 53. 
I. 



Kknmare Union. 



Extract from Colonel Clarke'^ Report; dated iGth June 1849. 

End. in No. 53. On my arrival at Kenmare on Thursday last, it was reported to me that four cases of 
Asiatic cholera had occun-ed in the union workhouse on that day; but as the vice-guar- 
dians made their report to you by the post of the following morning, I did not think it 
necessary to communicate specially to you on the .subject until the result of these cases 
should be ascertained. 

On last evening two of the cases terminated fatally, after 36 hours illness, and a fifth 
case reported. 1 have visited the three persons under treatment this day ; and I must 
obseive that if the disease be Asiatic cholera, it differs very materially from my recollec- 
tions of it in 1832 , and I am strongly induced to believe that these are ao-gravated cases of 
common English cholera, caused by eaiing a sort of sea-weed, to which the people of this 
country are much addicted, and which they procure in spite of every precaution.* 

llie cases are all from the women’s side, which is by fio means overcrowded. Eveiw 
precautionary measure that prudence dictates has been adopted, and the vice-guardians 
are prepared at any niomeiit to discharge 600 persons to the out-door relief should the 
spr< aci or disease render such a step necessary. 

llie convalescent fever cases have been removed to Killowen, and one warrl of the fever 
hospiial appropnated ioruholera patients. The free use of chloride is adopted in the day 
and work rooms; but with all these precautions I cannot but entertain seiious apprehen- 
sions, If the disease be epidemic, on account of tlie great majority of the paupers remain- 
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ing in iheir wretelied ami filthy clothing, which the vice-guartlians have not the means of 
remedying. 

The able-bodied paupers on out-door relief are employed continually in cleansing and 
whitewashing under the sanitary Act, and arrangemeius are made so as to render medical 
assistance available throughout the union should it be required. 



ir. 

Gentlemen, Killarney, 26th June 1840. 

i HATE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23d instant, and in 
reply have to assure you that every efibrt has beeu made to procure a supply of clothing 
for the inmates of the Kenmare Union workhouse, but without avail. 

Early in February last I had the honour to transmit an estimate for clothing and bedding 
absolutely required, amounting to 706 1 . ; recently a supply has been obtained on credit to 
the extent of about 200 Z., but in the embanassed financial position of the union it is 
in Vi.in to expect that parties will enter into contracts, except on the condition of ready 
money. 

If it be understood that the rate-in-aid can be appropriated to liquidating the debts of 
embarrassed unions, I have no doubt that tlie necessary clothing might be procured on 
that security, but to clear off ihe present debt of the union (independent of Government 
advances and loans) would require an uniform rate of 7 s. in the pound on the entire valua- 
tion of the union, and with claims to this extent having right of priority, the prospect of 
payment is not such as 10 hold out any inducement to tradesmen to enter into contracts. 

I would suggest for your consideration that it would be preferable to advance the sum of 
500 /. for the purchase of clothing, and to deduct the full amount of poor rate collected in 
each week from the estimate thau to appropriate the collection to that purpose, .:s the 
latter course would create very great dissausfaction amongst the present creditors. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Wm. A. Clarke. 



— No. 54.— 

Treasury Minute ; dated lOtli July 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners that under the circumstances stated 
in their letter, and in the accompanying reports from Colonel Clarke, my Lords 
are pleased to extend to the Kenmare Union the permission given by the 
letter from this Board, dated 21 st June last, in the case of the Galway, West- 
port, Ciifden and Castlebar Unions, namely, that such portion of the weeklj- 
grants to the union for the relief of destitution, may be applied to the pur- 
chase of clothing for the workhouse inmates as may, in the opinion of the 
Commissioners, be indispensably necessary for the prevention of disease, and 
the preseiTation of the health of the inmates of the workhouse. 



— No. 55. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
13th July 1849. 

1 AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering theXaws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, 
stating that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have autho- 
rized a further sum of of 1 5,059 f. to he placed at the disposal of the Com- 
missioners for the purposes of the current week. 

In reference thereto, the Commissioners desire to thank their Lordships for 
their compliance in the Commissioners’ request, and they desire to acquaint 
their Lordships that the requirements of the several unions amounted to the 
sum of 15,055 L, leaving a balance of 4 1. available for the ensuing week. A 
statement of the sums issued to the several unions for the current week is 
herewith enclosed. 

The Commissioners estimate that the requirements for the ensuing week will 
amount to 14,746 and they request that their Lordships will be pleased to 
place a sum of that amount at their disposal for the purpose as early as con- 
venient, it being very desirable that the money should be received in the dis- 
tressed unions early in the week for which it is intended, in order that the 
vice-guardians by having ready money available, may he enabled to contract 
for supplies on the most advantageous terms. 



0.44. G — No. 56. — 
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Enclosure in No. 55. 

End. in No. 55. STATEMENT of Requisitions forwarded by tlie Poor Law Commissioners for Issues to 
Distressed Unions in Ireland, for the Week ending 14 July 1849. 



Balance available at commencement of the week for the cur- 


£. s. d. 


rent purposes of the week 


— 


Amount authorised during the week for the purposes of the week 


15,050 - - 


Total available for the Week - - - £. 








Requisitions for 




UNIONS. 


tUe Week on the 






above Amount. 






£. 5 . d. 




Ballina ------ 


1,264 - - 




Ballinrobe ------ 


860 - - 




Bantry ------ 


494 - - 




Cahirciveen ----- 


397 - - 




Canick-on-Shannon - 


870 - - 




Castlebar ------ 


880 - - 




Castlerea. ------ 


666 - - 




Clifden ------ 


518 - - 




Dingle 


371 - - 




FiTlTllS ------ 


970 - - 




Ennistymott ----- 


730 - - 




Galway - - - - - 


970 - - 




Glenties ------ 


99 - - 




Goi't ------- 


410 - - 




Kenmare ------ 


340 - - 




Kilrush ------ 


988 - - 




Roscommon ----- 


683 - - 




Scariff - - - - - 


747 - - 




Skibbereen ------ 


861 - - 




Swineford ------ 


690 - - 




Tuam 


654 - - 




Westport ------ 


1,143 - - 



Balance available for the week ending 21 July 1849 
Estimated requirements of the week ending 21 July 1840 



Additional amount necessary to cover estimated require- 
ments of the same week - - - 



16,066 - 



14,742 - - 



Fourteen Thousand Seven Hundred and Forty-Two Pounds Sterling. 



— No. 56. — 

Treasury Minute ; dated 13th July 1849. 

No. 56. Write to the Paymaster-general, and authorise him to transfer to the 

account of Deputy Commissary-general Dobree, at the Bank of Ireland, as an 
advance from Civil Contingencies, the sum of 14,746 1 ., to be placed by him at 
the disposal of the Poor Law Commissioners, for the purpose of affording relief 
to distressed unions. 

Acquaint the Poor Law Commissioners with the above dii*ection with refer- 
ence to this letter. 

Acquafc.t also Deputy Commissary-general Dobree therewith. 



— No. 57 . — 
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— No. 57. — 

The Poor liaw Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
20thJtily 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Tr fLan d to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th 
instant, stating that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have 
authorised a further sum of 14,746 1. to be placed at the disposal of the Com- 
missioners for the purposes of the current week. 

In reference thereto, the Commissioners have to thank their Lordships for 
their compliance with the Commissioners’ request, and they desire to acquaint 
their Lordships, that the requirements of the several unions amounted to tlie 
sum of 14,746 lea^nng 4 1. available for the ensuing week. 

A statement of the sums issued to the several unions for the current week is 
herewith enclosed. 

The Commissioners estimate that the requirements for the ensuing week will 
amount to 1 4,937 1-, they request that their Lordships will be pleased to 
place a further sum of 14,933 I at their disposal for the purpose. 



Enclosure in No. 57. 



STATEMENT of Rxquisitions forwarded by die Poor Law Commissioners for Issues to 
Distressed Unions in Ireland, for the Week ending 21 July 1840. 



Balance available at cominencetnent of the week for the cur- 


£. 5 . d. 


£. s. d. 


rent purposes of the week - 


4 - - 




Amount authorised during the week for the purposes of the week 


14,746 - - 




Total available for the Week - - - 




14,750 - - 






Amount of 






UNIONS. 


Bequisitiosa for the 








Week. 








£. s. d. 






Ballina .... - - 


1,276 - - 






Ballinrobe 


838 - - 






Bantrj - - 


430 - - 






Cahirctveen ... - - 








Carrick-on-Shannon .... 


368 - - 






Castlebar - 


812 - - 






Castlerea ------ 


673 - - 






Clifden 


555 - - 






Dingle ------ 


363 - - 






Enni*i ------- 








Ennistymon - - - - - 


798 - - 






Galway - - - - 








Glonties - - - - 








Gort ------- 


357 - - 














Kilrush ------ 


1,005 - - 






Roscommon ... - - 








Scariff - 


750 - - 






Skibbereen ------ 
















Tuam - 


607 - - 






Westport . i - - • - 




14,746 - - 




Balance available for the week ending 28 July 1849 


4 - _ 




Estimated requirements for the week ending 28 July 1849 


14,937 - - 




Additional amount necessary to cover estimated require- 






ments of the same week - 




14,933 _ - 



Fourteen Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirtj--three Pounds Sterling. 

G 2 — No. 58. — 



INo. 57 , 




End. ID No. 57. 
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— No. 58. — 



Treasury Minute ; dated 23d July 1849. 

No, 58. Write to the Paymaster-general, and authorise him to transfer as an advance 

from Civil Contingencies, to the credit of Deputy Commissary-general Dobree’s 
account at the Bank of Ireland, the sum of 14,933 to enable him to place 
that sum at the disposal of the Poor Law Commissioners, for the relief of dis- 
tressed unions during the current week. 

Acquaint the Poor Law Commissioners with the above direction with refer- 
ence to this letter. 

Acquaint also Deputy Commissary-general Dobree therewith. 



— No. 59. — 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
26th July 1849. 

No. 59. I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 

of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
23d instant, stating that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
have authorised a further sum of 14,933 1. to be placed at the disposal of the 
Commissioners for the purposes of the current week. 



In reference thereto, the Commissioners desire to thank their Lordships for 
their compliance with the Commissioners’ request, and they desire to acquaint 
their Lordships, that the requirements of the several unions amounted to the 
sum of 14,925 1., leaving a balance of 12 1. available for the ensuing week. 



A statement of the sums issued to the several unions for the current week is 
herewith enclosed. 



The Commissioners estimate that the requirements for the ensuing week will 
amount to 14,050/., to meet which they request that their Lordships will be 
pleased to place a further sum of 14,038 L at their disposal. 
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Enclosure in No. 59. 

STATEMENT of REQmsirioNS forwarded by the Poor Law Commissioners for Issues to End. in No. 59 . 

Distressed Unions in Ireland, for the Week ending 28 July 1849. 



Balance available at commencement of week for the current 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


purposes of the week ....... 


4 - - 




Amount authorized during the week for the purposes of the week 


14,933 - - 




Total available for the Week - - - £. 




14,937 - - 












UNIONS. 


Requisitions for the 








Week. 








£. s d. 






Ballina - - - - - 


1,.350 - - 






Baliinrohe - - - - - 


DOO - - 






Bantry ------ 


446 — — 






Cahirciveen - 


350 - - 






Carrick-on-Shannon - 


3G8 - - 






Castlebar - ----- 


853 - - 






Castierea ------ 


679 - - 






Clifden 


525 - - 






Dingle - - - 


338 - - 






Ennis ------ 


948 - - 






Ennistymon ----- 


801 - - 






Gnlway ------ 


970 - - 






Glenties 








Gort ------- 


390 - - 






Kenmare - - 


310 - - 






Kilrush ------ 


1,020 - - 






Mohill ------ 


— 






Roscommon ----- 


656 - - 






Scariff - - - 


750 - - 






Skibbereen ------ 


791 - - 






Swineford - - - - - - 


660 - - 






Tuam - - - - 


637 - - 






Westport ------ 


1,073 - - 










14,925 - - 




Balance available for the week ending 4 August 1849 


12 - - 




Estimated requirements of the week ending 4 August 1849 


14,060 - - 




Additional amount necessary to cover estimated require- 






inents of the same week . - - 


- 


14,038 - - 



Fourteen thousand and Thirty-eight Pounds, 



- No. 60. - 



Treasury Minute ; dated 3 1st July 1849. 

Write to the Paymaster-general and authorise him to transfer as an advance no. 6o. 
from Civil Contingencies, to the credit of Deputy Commissary-general Dobree’s 
account at the Bank of Ireland, the sum of 14,038 1., in order that that sum 
may he placed at the disposal of the Poor Law Commissioners, for the relief of 
distress in certain unions in Ireland. 

Acquaint the Poor Law Commissioners with the above direction with refer- 
ence to this letter. 

Acquaint also Deputy Commissary-general Dohree with the direction given. 



— No. 61. - 
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Ko. 6i. 




End, in No. 6i. 



- No. 61. — 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Treotlyan ; dated 
4th August 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo, 
stating that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have autho- 
rised a further sum of 14,038 1., to be placed at the disposal of the Commis- 
sioners for the pui'poses of the current week. 

In reference thereto the Commissioner's desire to thank their Lordships for 
their compliance with their request, and they desire to acquaint their Lord- 
ships that the requirements of the several unions amounted to the sum of 
13,556?., leaving a balance of 494 ?. available for the ensuing week ending 
1 1th instant, 

A statement of the sums issued to the several unions for the current week is 
herewith enclosed. 

The Commissioners estimate that the requirements for the ensuing week will 
amount to 12,500 to meet which they request that their Lordships will be 
pleased to place a further sum of 12,006 ?. at their disposal. 



Enclosure in No. 61. 



STATEMENT of Requisitions forwarded by tbe Poor Law Commissioners for Issues to 
Distressed Unions in Ireland, for the Week ending 4 August 1840. 



Balance available at commencement of the week for the current 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


purposes of the week - 


12 - - 




Amount authorised during the week for the purposes of the week 


14,038 - - 




Total available for the Week - - • £. 




U,050 - - 










DATE. 




EsqulsitioDB for tbe 








Week. 








£. s. d. 






Ballina ...... 


: 1,270 - - ' 






Ballinrobe - - 


900 - - 1 






Bentry ... ... 


860 - - 






Cahirciveen ..... 


274 - - 






Carrick-on-Shannon . - - . 


350 - - 






Castlebar - 


820 - - i 






Castlerea - 


543 - - 






Clifden ... - 


480 - - 






Dingle ... ... 


338 - - 






Ennis ...... 


531 - - 






Ennistymon ..... 


802 - - 






Galway ...... 


961 - - 






Glenties 


111 - - 






Gort ------- 


. 360 - - 






Kilrusli - 


989 - - 






Mohill 


291 - - 






Roscommon . , - . . 


681 - - 






Soariff - 


710 - - 






Skibbereen - 


587 - - . 






Swineford ------ 


620 - - 






Tuam - 


575 - - 






Westport ...... 


1,053 - - 










13,65G - - 




1 Balance available for the week ending 11 August 1849 - 


494 - - 




1 Estimated requirements for the week ending 11 August 1849 


12,500 - - 


Additional amount necessary to cover estimated require- : 




j ments of tbe same week ... 


■ 


12,006 - - 



Twelve thousand and Six pounds. 
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— No* 62. — 

Treasury Minute j dated 6th August 1849. 

Let a warrant be prepared for issuing the sum of 97,065 1. 8 s. 2 d. (in part 
of 150,000/.) out of the growing produce of the Consolidated Fund, as an 
advance for the relief of distressed poor-law unions in Ireland, 12 & 13 Viet, 
c. 63. 

Write to the Paymaster-general and authorise him to repay to Civil Contin- 
gencies, and charge in pursuance of the Act 12 & 13 Viet. e. 63, for advancing 
150,000 1. out of the Consolidated Fund, the sum of 85,059 /. 8 5. 2 d., advanced 
from Civil Contingencies since the 28th June last, on account of relief to dis- 
tressed unions in Ireland. 

Further authorise the Paymaster-general to charge in like manner the sum 
of 12,006 /., and to transfer that sum to Deputy Commissary-general Dobree’s 
account at the Bank of Ireland, to be held at the disposal of the Poor Law Com- 
missioners in aid of distressed unions during the current week. 

Acquaint the Poor Law Commissioners and Deputy Commissary-general 
Dobree respectively with the above direction. 



— No. 63.— 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. Trevelyan ; dated 
13th August 1849. 



I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, 
stating that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Ti*easury ha^ autho- 
rised a further sum of 12,006/., to be placed at the disposal of the Commis- 
sioners for the purposes of the week ended 11th instant. 

In reference thereto, the Commissioners have to thank their Ixjrdships for 
their compliance with the Commissioners’ request, and tliey desfre to acquaint 
their Lordshipe that the requirements of the several unions amounted to the 
sum of 1 1,864 /., leaving a balance of 636 /» available for the ensuing week. 

A statement of the sums issued to the several unions for the week ended 
1 1th instant is he^rewitk enclosed. 

The eommissioners estimate that the requirements fox the ensiling week will 
amount. to 10,836/., and they request that their Lordslupa will be pleased to 
place a sum of that amount at their disposal for the purpose as early as con- 
venient. 



0.44- 



Enclosure 
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Enclosure in No. 63. 

STATEMENT of Requisitions forwarded by the Poor Law ComtnissionerB for Issues to Distressed 
Unions in Ireland, for the Week ending 11th August 1849. 



Balance STailable at commencement of ilie week for the cur- 
rent purposes of the week ...... 

Amount authorised during the weekfor the purposes of the week 
Total available for the Week - - - £. 



£. 

494 



UNIONS. 



10 Aug. 1849 



Ballina ..... 
Ballinrobe - - - - - 

Bantry ..... 
Cahirciveen .... 
Cairick-on-Shannon ... 
Castlebar ..... 
Castlerea ..... 
Clifden ..... 
Donegal (Inver Electoral Division) 
Dingle 

Ennis ... 

Enciscymon 
Galway 
Glenties 

Gort - - - 

Kilrush 
Kcnmare 
Mohill 
Roacomnion 
Scariff 
Skibhereen ■ 

Swineford ■ 

Tuam ... 

Westport • 



Amoiint of 
Requisitions for the 
Week. 



£. s. d. 
1,150 - - 
760 - - 
800 - - 
149 - - 
830 - - 



801 

964 



305 

589 

576 

677 

380 

665 

995 



Balance available for the week ending 18 August 1849 

Estimated requirement of the week ending 18 August 
1849 



Additional amount necessary to cover estimated required 
ments of the same week ...... 



I'en Thousand Two Hundred Pounds. 



— No. 64.— 

Treasury Minute ; dated 14th August 1849. 

Let a warrant be prepared for issuing the sum of 10,836/. (in part of 
150,000 /.) out of the growing produce of the Consolidated Fund, as an advance 
for the relief of distressed poor-law unions in Ireland, 12 & 13 Viet. c. 63. 

Write to the Paymaster-general and authorise him to ehai-ge, in pursuance, 
of the Act 12 & 13 Viet. c. 63, for advancing 150,000/. out of the Consolidated 
Fund, the sum of 10,836/., which their Lordships desire may be placed to the 
credit of Deputy Commissary-general Dobree’s account at the Bank of Ire- 
land, to be held at the disposal of the Poor Law Commissioners, in aid of dis- 
tressed unions during the current week. 

Acquaint the Poor Law Commissioners and Deputy Commissary-general 
Dobree respectively with the above direction. 
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— No. 65. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners lo Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
14th August 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief No. c,-. 
of the Poor in Ireland to forward herewith, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of a report from Mr. H. 

Briscoe, temporary inspector of Clifden Uirion, dated 1 1 th instant, stating that 
the amount due to the officers of the union for salaries was 1,3/8 /. 7 s. on the 
14th ultimo, that the officers of the union ai-e in gi-eat distress in consequence 
of the inability of the vice-guardians to pay the salaries due out of the poor 
rates at the present time ; that many of the officers are not able to purchase the 
common necessaries of life, and that such a state of things necessarily impairs 
the efficiency of the officers. 

The Commissioners desire to add that the vice-guardians have applied for an 
advance, stating that they had deferred doing so until it had become indispen- 
sable, as will be seen by the accompanying copy of their letter of the 11th 
instant. 

The case of Dr. Suffield, medical officer and treasurer of the union, was 
transmitted by Dr. Suffield to their Lordships in a memorial which was referred 
to the Commissioners by their Lordships on the 23d \iltimo, a copy of which is 
herewith enclosed. 

The Commissioners strongly i*ecommend Mr. Briscoe’s report and application 
to the favourable consideration of their Lordships. 



Enclosures in No. 65. 

I. 

Clifden Union. 

(ientlemeD, Clifden, 11 August 1B49. 

I HAVE the honour to state that on the 14th July 1849 there was due for salaries to the End. in No. 65. 
officers of this union the sum of 1,378 7 a 

That there is a sum of 1,051 l.lOs. 4 i d. of arrears of rate due, at present uncollectable. 

That a rvvision of the union is at present in progress, and when finished a rate will be 
struck and immediately put in course of collection. 

That the officers of the union are in great distress, iii.-sny not able to purebase the common 
necessaries of life, and obtaining such upon credit at very high prices, and lately some have 
been refused credit upon any terms. 

This state of things must necessarily impair the efficiency of the officers. 

I lake the liberty of ui^ently iaipressing upon the Commissioners the absolute necessttv' 
of making a loan upon the rates at once, to be paid out of the ensuing rate. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Ji. Harrison Briscoe, 

Poor Law Inspector. 



II. 



Clifden Union. 

Gentlemen, Clifden, 11 August 1849. 

We are most reluctant to trespass on you on a matter merely personal, but we are at 
length constrained to assure your Board that our inability to obtain our salaries has caused 
U9 conaderable inconvenience; on the 24th of ne.vt month three quarters will be due on 
account of which we have only received 10 L each ; however, we deferred intruding on you 
until it has become indispensable, and we trust that you will pardon our requesting you will 
allow our being paid from the advances, or from any other source available. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners, &c. 
Dublin. 



W e have, &c. 



0.44- 



H 



[II. 
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III. 

Ci-iFDEN Union. 

To the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of William Henry Suffielcl, Medical Doctor and Surgeon, of Clifden, in the 
County of Galway, 

Humbly Slioweth, 

That memorialist is medical officer and ireasurer to the Clirden Union. 

That a lar<re sum (over 100 /.) is now due to memorialist for services performed in the 
Clifden Unioli, memorialist not having received any part of his salary for the past six 
months, and a considerable arrearlieing due to him for 1048. 

That the vice-c'uardians, thougli most willing, are (from want of means) unable to dis- 
charge the debi°due to memorialist, nor can they hold out any hope of its immediate 
payment. 

That memorialist is entirely dependent on his profession for the support of a large family 
of his own, besides a widowed mother and two sisters. 

That memorialist is now much pressed for money, and if not at once paid the large sum 
due to him, must fall into difficulties, and suffer serious loss and inconvenience. 

That memorialist has discharged his duties with zeal and fidelity, as will be testifier! by 
Mr. Burke, poor-law inspector, tl. H. Briscoe, esq., temporary poor-law inspector, as also 
the vice-guHvdians. 

Memorialist therefore prays your Lordships to take the hardship of his case into your 
humane and favourable consideration, and that such advances of money may be made to the 
vice-gmardiaus through the Poor Law Coannissioners as will enable them to discharge the 
debt due to memorialist, and to relieve memorialist from the pressing difficulties under 
which he uow labours. 

And memorialist will ever pray, 

(signed) William H, Suffield, >i. n.. 

Medical Officer and Treasurer 

Clifden, 21 July 1849. to the Clifden Union. 



— No. 66. — 

Treasury Minute ; dated l7th August 1849. 

No. 66. Write to the Poor Law Commissioners that their Lordships regret that they 

cannot sanction any departure from the rule which has been laid down by them, 
that the advances authorised for the relief of destitution in tlie distressed unions 
are not to be employed in pa)ring any salaries except those of the relieving 
officers. 



— No. 67.— 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
20th August 1849. 



No. 67. 



I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th 
instant, stating that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury autho- 
rized an issue of 10,836 1. to distressed anions for the week ended the 18th 
instant. 

Tlie Commissioners desire to thank their Lordships for placing this amount 
at their disposal, and to state that the requirements of the several unions for 
the week amounted to 10,601 1., leaving a balance of 871 1- on hand. 

A statement of the sums issued to the several unions for the above week is 
herewith enclosed. 

The Commissioners estimate that the requirements for the week .ending the 
25th instant will amount to 8,816 L, and they request that their Lordships will 
be pleased to place a further sum of 7,945 1. at their disposal. 
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Enclosure in No. 6”. 



Statement of Sums issued for the Week ended 18th August 1849. 





£. 


s. 


d. 




£. 


s. 


d. 




1,275 


- 


- 


GJenties - - - - 


63 


- 


- 




060 


~ 


- 


Gort ----- 




- 


- 




280 




- 


Kili'ush - 




— 


- 




90 


- 


- 


Roscommon - 


438 


- 


- 




243 


- 


- 


Skibbereen - 




- 


- 




735 




- 


Swineford - - - - 




— 


- 




453 


_ 




Tuani 




- 


— 




308 


_ 


_ 


Westport - 


895 


- 


- 




224 


_ 


_ 


Seariff - - - - 


500 


- 


- 


Ennis ----- 


200 


- 


- 


Donegal . - - - 


1.3 


- 


- 


Ennistynion - 
















Galway - 


970 















— No. 68. — 

Treasury Minute; dated 21 st August 1849. 

Let a warrant be prepared for issuing the sum of 7,945/. (in part of 
150,000 /.) out of the growing produce of the Consolidated Fund, as an advance 
to the relief of distressed poor-law unions in Ireland, 12 & 13 Viet. c. 63. 

Write to the Paymaster-general and authorise him to charge, in pursuance 
of the x\ct 12 & 13 Viet. c. 63, for advancing 150,000 /. out of the Consolidated 
Fund, the sum of 7,945 I, which my Lords desire may he placed to the credit 
of Deputy Commissaiw-general Dobree’s account at the Bank of Ireland, to 
be held at the disposal of the Poor Law Commissioners, in aid of distressed 
unions during the current week. 

Acquaint the Poor Law Gommis.4onei-s and Deputy Commissary-general 
Dobree respectively with the above direction. 



- No. 69. - 



The Poor Liaw Commissioners to Sir C. E Trevelyan ; dated 
27th August 1 849. 



I Aiki directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22d instant, 
stating that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, authorized an 
issue of 7,945 1. in aid of the distressed unions for the week ended 25th in- 
stant, in addition to 871?., reported on the 20th instant to be available for the 
week The Commissioners have to thank their Lordships for placing this 
amount at their disposal, and they direct me to state tha.t the requirements of 
the several unions for the week amounted to 8,472 1., leaving a balance of 344 1. 
available for the week ending 1st September next. 

A statement of the sums issued to the several unions for the above week 
is herewith enclosed. 



The Commissioners estimate that the requirements for the ensuing week will 
amount to 7,400 1 . ; and they request that their Lordships wiU be pleased to 
place a further sum of 7,056 1. at their disposal, which, together with the 
balance of 344 1. available, will suffice for the above estimated requirements. 



Enclosure 



End. in No. 67. 



No. 68. 



No. 69. 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




6o CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING AMOUNTS RAISED 



Enel. in No. 6g, 



No. 70. 



Enclosure in No. 69. 



STATEMENT of Requisitions forwarded by the Poor Law Commissioners for Issues to Distressed 
Unions in Ireland, for the Week ending 2.5 August 1840. 



Balance available at oominencenient of the week for tlic cur- 
rent purposes of the week 

Amount authorised during the week for purposes of the week 
Total available for tlie week - - - £. 


£. i-. d. 

871 - - 
7,045 - - 


£. 4. rf. 

8,816 - - 




DATE. 


UNIONS. 


Amouut of 
Requisitions for tlic 
Week. 






£. S. d. 






Ballinn - - - - 


880 - - 






Ballinrobe ------ 


550 - - 






Bantry 


2.10 - - 






Cuhiroiveen ----- 









Carrick-on-Shannon - - - - 


290 - _ 






Castlebar ------ 


689 - - 






Cnstlerea ------ 


403 - - 






. Clifden 


470 - - 






Dingle ------ 


200 - - 






Donegal - - - - 


10 - - 






■ Ennistymon ----- 


500 - ' - 






, Gttlwny - - - - 


635 - - 






Glenties ------ 


60 - - 






Gort ------- 


254 - - 


1 




Kilrush 


500 - - 






Roscommon ----- 


430 - - 






ScarifF ------ 


400 - - 






.Skihbereen ------ 


400 - - 






Sligo ------- 


1 300 - - 






1 Swineford ------ 


190 - - 






Tuam 


400 - - 






1 "Westport ------ 


081 - - 


8,472 - - 










Balance available for the week ending 1 September 1840 - 


344 - - 




Estimated requirements of the week ending 1 September 






1849 


- 


7,400 - - 




Additional amount necessary to cover estimated require- 






j ments of the same week - 




j 7,056 - - 



Seven Tliousand and Fifty-six Pounds Sterling. 



— No. 70.— 

Treasury Minute; dated 29th August 1849. 

Let a warrant be prepared for issuing the sum of 7,056 1 . (in part of 
150,000 Z.) out of the growing produce of the Consolidated Fund, as an advance 
for the relief of distressed poor-law unions in Ireland, 12 & 13 Viet. c. 63. 

Write the Paymaster-general and authorise him to charge, in pursuance of 
the Act 12 & 13 Viet. cap. 63, for advancing 150,000 1 . out of the Consolidated 
Fund, the sum of 7,056 1 ., which their Lordships desire may be placed to the 
credit of Deputy Commissaiy-general Dobree’s account at the Bank of Ire- 
land, to be held at the disposal of the Poor Law Commissioners in aid of 
distressed unions during the currant week. 

Acquaint the Poor Law Commissioners and Deputy Commissary-general 
Dobree with the above direction. 
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The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevdyan ; dated 
4th September 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th 
ultimo, stating that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury au- 
thorized an issue of an additional sum of 7i056 1. in aid of the distressed 
unions for the week ended 1st instant. 

'i'he Commissioners have to thank their Lordships for placing this amount at 
their disposal, and they direct me to state, that the requirements of the several 
unions for the week amounted to 6,987 leaving 413 available for the cur- 
rent week. 

A statement of the sums issued to the several unions for the above week is 
herewith enclosed. 

The Commissioners estimate that the requmements for the current week will 
amount to 5,740 7, and they request thei*efore that their Lordships \vill be pleased 
to authorize the issue of a further sum of 5,327 



Enclosure in No. 7L 



STATEMENT of Reouisitioks forwarded by the Poor Law Commissioners for Issues to Distressed 
Unions in Ireland, for the Week ending 1 September 1S40. 



Balance available at commencement of the week for the cur- 


£. f. d. 


£. *. d. 


3'ent pui-poses of the week 


344 - - 




Ajiiount authorised 


during the week for purposes of the week 


7,056 - - 








7,400 - - 














D .4 T E. 


UNIONS. 


IteuuisitionsfoTtJie 








Week. 








£. s. d. 




3) August 184!) - 


Ballina ------ 


813 - - 






Ballinrobe ------ 


450 - - 






Bantrv ...... 


300 - - 






Cahirciveen - - - - - 


— 






Carrick-on-Shannon - - - 


245 - - 






Castlehtir - - 


570 - - 






Castlerea ... ... 


200 - - 






Ciifden ------ 


375 - - 






Dingle - 


198 - - 






Donegal 


10 - - 






Ennis - - - - ... 


— 






Ennist\T3ion ..... 


500 - - 






Galway - - 


600 - - 






Gleuties - 


45 - - 






Gort ------- 


225 - - 






Kili'ush - - - 


600 - - 






Kenmare - 


— 






Mohill - 


— 






Roscommon .... - 


270 - - 






Scariff - - - - - 


400 - - 






Skibbereen ------ 


300 - - 






Swineford ------ 


176 - - 






Tuam 


350 - - 






estport ------ 


500 - - 


0,987 - - 










Balance available for the week ending 8 Septcuilier 1840 - 


413 - - 




Estimated requirements of the week ending S September 






1849 


. 


5,740 - - 




Additional amount necessary to cover estimated require- 






nients of the sunae week - - - 


- 


5,327 - - 











— No. 72. 
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— No. 72. ~ 

Treasury Minute ; dated 7th September 1849. 

No. 72. Let a waiTant be prepared for issuing the sum of 5,327 (in pai't of 

150,000?.) out of the growing produce of the Consolidated Fund as an advance 
for the relief of distressed poor-law unions in Ireland, 12 & 13 Viet. c. 63. 

Write the Paymaster-general, and authorise him to charge, in pursuance of 
the Act 12 & 13 Viet. c. 63, for advancing 150,000?. out of the Consolidated 
Fund, the sum of 5,32/?., which their Lordships desire may be placed to the 
credit of Deputy Commissary-general Dobree’s account at the Bank of Ireland, 
to be held at the disposal of the Poor Law Commissioners in aid of the distressed 
unions during the current week. 

Acquaint the Poor Law Commissioners and Deputy Commissaiy-general 
Dobree with the above dii*ection. 



— No. 73. - 



The Poor Law' Commissioners to W. G. Hai/ter, Esep ; date(i 
1 1th September 1849, 



No. 73. I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 

the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th in- 
stant, stating that the Loi’da Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury autho- 
rised an issue of an additional sum of 5,327 ?•, in aid of the distressed unions 
for the week ended 8th instant. 

The Commissioners have to thank their Lordships for placing this amount at 
their disposal, and they direct me to state that the requirements of the severa 
unions for the week amounted to 5,388 ?., leaving 352 1. available for the current 
week. 



A statement of the sums issued to the several unions for the above week is 
herewith enclosed. 

The Commissioners estimate that the requirements for the current week will 
amount to 4,352 1., and they request therefore that their Lordships will be 
pleased to authorise the issue of a further sum of 4,000 1. 
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Enclosure in No. /3. 

STATEMENT of Rk(juisitioxs forwarded by ibe Poor Law Commissioners for Issues to Distressed Enel, in N 
Unions in Ireland, for the Week ending Stli September 1840. 



Balance available at commencement of tbe week for the cur- 
rent purposes of the week 

Amount authorized during the week for the purposes of the week 
Total available for the Week - - _ - £• 



Bollina ... 
Ballinrobe - 
Bnntiy ... 

Cnrrick-on-Shannon 
Cahirciveen 

Castlebar . - . 

Castlerca - 

Clifden ... 

Dingle ... 

Donesal - 

Ennis 

Ennistymon 
Galway ... 

Glenties ... 

Gort - . . - 

Keniaare ... 

Kilrash . . - 

Mohill 
Roscommon 

Seaiiff ... 

Skibbereen . - - 

Swinoford - - - 

Tuam ... 

Westport - 



£. 


s. 


d. 


413 


- 


~ 


5,327 


- 


~ 




Amount of 
Ruciuisitious fur the 
Week. 




.i. 


d. 


-500 


- 


- 


400 


- 


- 


oO 


- 


_ 


132 


- 


- 


3S0 


_ 


_ 


llfl 


- 


- 


370 


— 


- 


100 


- 


- 


7 


- 


- 


550 


_ 


_ 


580 


- 


- 


83 


_ 


- 


190 


- 


- 


GOO 


- 


- 


068 


_ 




340 


_ 


- 


50 


.. 


— 


12s 


- 


- 


169 


- 


- 


400 


“ 


- 



i Balance available for the week ending 15 September 1849 

, Estimated requirements of the week ending 15 September 
I 1849 



• Additional amount necessary 
ments of the same week 



cover estimated reejuire- 
Four Thousand Pounds Sterling. 



— No. “4. — 

Treasury Minute ; dated 14th September 1849. 

Let a warrant be prepared for issuing the sum of 4,000 1. (in part of Xo. 
] 50,000 1.) out of the growing produce of the Consolidated PHind, as an advance 
for the relief of distressed Poor-law Unions in Ireland, 12 & 13 Viet. cap. 63. 

Write the Paymaster-general and authorise him to charge, in pursuance of the 
Act 12 & 13 Viet. cap. 63, for advancing 150,000/. out of the Consolidated Fund, 
the sum of 4,000 which their Lordships desire may be placed to the credit 01 
Deputy Commissary-general Dobree’s account at the Bank of Ireland, to be 
held at the disposal of the Poor-law Commissioners, in aid of distressed unions 
dmdng the current week. 

Acquaint the Poor Law Commissioners and Deputy Commissary-general 
Dobree with the above directions. 



0 . 44 . 



H4 



— No. 75 . — 
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- No. 75. — 



The Poor Law Commissioners to S. M. Lcahe, Esq. ; dated 
2lst September 1849. 



I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th 
instant, stating that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
authorised an issue of an additional sum of 4,000/. in aid of tlie distressed 
unions, for the week ended 15th instant. 

The Commissioners have to thank their Lordships for placing this amount at 
their disposal, and they direct me to state that the requirements of the several 
unions for the week amounted to 3,270/., leaving 1,082 /. available for the 
cuiTent week. 




A statement of the sums issued to the several unions for the above week is 
herewith enclosed. ^ 

The Commissioners estimate that the requirements for the current week will 
amount to 2,650 /., and they request therefore that their Lordships will be 
pleased to authorize the issue of a further sum of 1,508 1. 



Enclosure in No. 75- 

End. in No. 75. STATEMENT of Requisitioss forwarded by the Poor Law Commissioners for Issues to Distressed 
Unions in Ireland, for tbo Week ending 16 September 1849. 



Balance available at commencement of the week for tbo cur- 
rent purposes of the week - 

Amount authorised during the week for the purposes of the week 
Total available for the Week - - - £■ 


f. s. d. 
352 - - 

4,000 - - 


£. s. d. 
4,352 - - 








Amount of 




DATE. 


XJ -N 1 0 N S. 


'RequUitioiis for tlio 








Week. 








£. s. d. 






Ballina - 


400 - - 






Ballinrobe ------ 


315 - - 






CastJebar ------ 


265 - - 






Ciifden ------ 


250 - - 






Dingle - ----- 


100 - - 






Ennis^mon ----- 


400 - - 






Gulway ------ 


380 - - 






Glentics ------ 


30 ~ - 






Kilrush ------ 


360 - - 






ScarifF ------ 


290 - - 






Skibbereen ------ 


60 - - 






Swineford ------ 


90 - - 






Tuam ------ 


110 - - 






. Westport ------ 


240 - - 






Total - - • 








Balance available for the week ending 22d September 1849 


1,082 - - 




Estimated requirements of the week ending 22d Septem- 






her, 1S49 - 


. 






Additional amount necessary to cover estimated require- 






1 ments of the same week - 


■ ■ ■ 


1,668 - - 
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— No. 76. — 



Treasury Minute; dated 25th September 1849. 

Let a warrant be prepared for issuing the sum of 1,568/. (in part of 
1 50,000 /.) out of the growing produce of the Consolidated Fund, as an advance 
for the relief of the distressed poor-law unions in Ireland, 12 & 13 Viet. cap. 63. 

Write the Paymaster-general, and authorise him to chai’ge, in pui*suance of the 
Act 12 & 13 Viet. cap. 63, for advancing 150,000 /. out of the Consoli- 
dated Fund, the sum of 1,568 /., which their Lordships desire may be placed to 
the credit of Deputy Commissary-general Dobree’s account at the Bank of Ire- 
land, to be held at the disposal of the Poor Law Commissioners in aid of dis- 
tressed unions during the current week. 

Acquaint Deputy Commissary-general Dobree with the above direction. 

Write the Poor Law Commissioners, acquainting them that in consequence 
of their application of the 21st instant, my Lords have authorised the Pay- 
master-general to place to the credit of the account of Deputy Commissary- 
general Dobree at the Bank of Ireland the sum of 1,.568 to be held at their 
disposal, as a further advance for the relief of distressed unions. 

State that my Lords cannot make this communication without observing that 
they had entertained the hope that the appeals of the Commissioners for aid 
from the Treasury Board would ere this have ceased, and their Lordships trust 
that the Commissioners will find the resources of the rates-in-aid, after dis- 
charging the advances already made, amply sufficient 10 meet the disbursements 
which the necessities of the case may require, and that this Board will not be 
called upon for any further assistance. 



— No. 77- - 



The Poor Law Commissioners to W. G. Hayter, Esq. ; dated 
8th October 1849. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland desire me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 25th 
ultimo, announcing that the sum of 1,568 /. had been placed by the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury at the disposal of the Commissioners 
for the service of distressed unions, for the week ended 22d ultimo, mentionmg 
at the same time the expectation of their Lordships that applications for assist- 
ance for such unions would have ceased before that date, and stating that their 
Lordships trust the Commissioners will find the resources of the rates-in-aid, 
after discharging the advances already made, amply sufficient to meet the dis- 
bursements which the necessities of the case may require, and that thexr 
Lordships will not be called upon for further assistance. 

The Commissioners inferred from the concluding passage of your letter the 
desire of their Lordships that the sum which is still in the power of their Lord- 
ships to advance on the security of the rate-in-aiu should not be further 
encroached upon, and that the Commissioners should forbear any further re- 
quisitions for assistance by way of advance, until the advances already made 
on the security of the rate-in-aid shall have been replaced by the proceeds of 
that rate. 

Accordingly, in transmitting to the following unions then- respective propor- 
tions of the sum of 2,650 1. then at the disposal of the Commissioners, (includ- 
ing 1,082 L, the balance available from the week ended loth ultimo,) viz. : 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING AMOUNTS RAISED 



u6 





£. s. d. 


i 


£. s. d. 


To iiallina - 


2S0 - - 


To Kilnisli - 


2-50 - - 


Ballinrobe 


203 - - 


Scariff - 


1 200 - - 


Castlebai- . . - 


lie - - 


Swinefovd - - - I 


i 25 - - 


Clifden - . - - 


300 - - 


Tuam 


180 - - 


Dingle - 


14o - - 

400 - - 


Westport - - • ! 


144 - - 


Galway - 

Gleniies - - - • 


300 - - 
20 - - 


Total - - • 


2,030 - - 



the Commissioners intimated to the guardians of each union the probability 
that further remittances in aid of the rates would not be made for the present. 



The Commissioners have since received from the inspectors and nce-guar- 
dians of some of those unions representations regarding the state of tlieir 
financial affairs, which the Commissioners deem it necessary to place before 
their Lordships without further delay, and they forward therefore copies of 
communications from the unions of Bdlina, Castlebar, Scariff, and Westi)oit. 



In a separate letter of this date addressed to you, the Commissioners have 
placed befoi*e their Lordships the change of circumstances arising in regard to 
some of the unions above mentioned, by the issue of orders, under the seal of 
the Commission, carrying out the recommendations of the Boundary Com- 
missioners. 



In that letter the Commissioners have requested that the sum of 1,720/. 
may be placed at their disposal for the service of the following unions, as newly 
constituted, viz. : Ballina, BelmuUet, Kiliala, Dromore West, Bantiy, Castle- 
town, Skibbereen, Skull, Clonakilty, Westport, Newport and Oughterard, being 
the aggregate amount of the estimated expenditure of those unions for one 
foi*tnight. 

In addition to that sum, the Commissioners have to request that the sum of 
760 1 . may be placed at their disposal for the use of the following unions, viz. : 
Castlebar, Westport, being the aggregate amount of the estimated expenditure 
of those unions for one fortnight, the Commissioners being satisfied by the re 
presentation of their officers that the sums above stated are absolutely required 
for the immediate and necessary relief of the poor in those unions. 

The Commissioners much regi*et that the pressure of circumstances, such as 
those detailed, places it out of their power at this time to withhold requisitions 
for further advances from tlieir Lordships on the security of the rate-in-aid. 
Ou the contrary, it is their belief that the extent of these requisitions must 
increase for a short time in consequence of the further changes which are 
likely soon to occur by the formation of new unions in the distressed districts ; 
and although they ai’e informed that the sum received by the Paymaster of Civil 
Services on account of the rate-in-aid already exceeds 21,000/-, and a large 
accession may be now expected to be made to the fund immediately, still the 
Commissioners do not anticipate that the advances made by their Lordships 
during the last few months, on the security of that fund, can be entirely 
replaced before the end of the present year. 

The Commissioners therefore respectfully submit to their Lordships the 
necessity which now e.\ists for further assistance to certain of the distressed 
unions, and entreat their Lordships’ favourable consideration of the present 
requisition for 2,480 /. 
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Enclosure 1, in No. /"• 



Ballina Uxion. 






].—E X P E N S E S. 



OUT-EELIEF. 



S AMe- Otlicr 

bodie’d I Classes 
' ■ ' Men and | not 
I their Ahlo- 

. Families, bodied. 



UOct. Id4? 
10 Sept. 1849 



Actual numbers re-fi. 
lieved, and cost of j ^ 
relief - *l"’ 

Estimated numbers < 3 
likely to require 1 ^ 
relief, and cost, | 
according to the ^ 5 
probable increase 1 
or decrease in tbe 
numbers and cost 

8 Total cost for thoS™ weeks for m-mdnl»m»oii and , 

{Sm7) ------- - ’ - 




4,000 

4,200 



Out- 

llelief 

Lists. 



32,793 

11,712 



10,000 

0,600 

0 ^ 

0,000 



12,792 

11,712 

10,000 

9,800 

9.300 



COST. 



Out- 

Bclief. 



£. >. d. 
207 12 0 
164 13 C 



197 18 4 
90S G 8 
218 15 - 
223 19 2 
234 7 0 



Average tVeefcly 

Cost per head. 



In-3IMn. Out- 
tenancp. IlelieL 



IlOO 17 3J| 
0 10 



f. .. 

0C7 9 9j) 
4G5 3 



[210 1 4}j 
201 13 



407 19 St 
410 - - 
3j{ 414 2 3: 
413 - 6 

(18O 13 2jJ 415 - 8jj 



; 6 8 j970 IG 



I 3 1 



1 . t wliipli will be incurred for temporary fever hos'1 

'■ "0.1.4 ood otto ...nWbtae.._i.om., during the J £, 

month of October - * * ' 

10. Totslestimoted espouse, for roUot end estoWislimonl (Nos. 8 ends) - - 



: 2,900 3 1 






II.— COLLECTION OF POOR RATES. 

. T..«le„.uu.oftl..pro....re,os(i.ol.di»g_S,63U. 15., 3d., errors of pro- 

vious rates) - 

Dates of the present rates, 1st and 2d June 1849. 

!. Poundage ofsMch rates on the valuation, 2 s. 

i. Amount collected to 15 September ^ ^ . 

1. Amount declared irrecoverable to the 15th h p 

5. Amount uncollected on 15 September 1849 - 

Tetul of Nos. 13, », uud 15, being the to.el ». givn « No. U - - ■ 

t. E.,iu.et.d e,..un. which oen ho coll.o«a during the foe weofo. from the -S.h 
September to the Sd of NoTOtober 184 J - j„) 

" : 

n Amount of new rates, if any, agreed upon 

;• 4.: i;4hir.4T«. 0.= enpcc»a .« b. «. oo„s. of ooUeedon. 
r r.f:S,.44?oT“tt.“ de« utwbiob new rit.es will b. 

4. Dot? “wS foe, ere enpee.ed to be in e.nr.o of oolleotiou. 



£. 3. 


d. 


5,494 16 




6,293 6 


2| 


1,500 - 




1,400 3 


1-i 







s. d. 
2 3 



HI.— financial 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




6& CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING AMOUNTS RAISED 



III.—FINANCIAL CONDITION OF UNION. 

25. Balanccj in treasurer’s hands, if any, on 15 Scptemtier 1849. 

26. Balance due to treasurer, if any, on 15 September 1840 - - - - 

27. Debts to contractors for supplies of provisions on 15 September 1849 

28. Debts to officers for salaries on 15 September 1849 ----- 

29. Debts to all other private partieson 15 September 1849 - . . - - 


1 £. s. d, j 

28 5 8 
19,002 1 11 J 
2,300 - -■ 


£. s. d. 


30. Total debts on 15 September 1849 (being the total of Nos. 20, 27, 28, and 29) 


. 


21,390 7 7 J 


31. Total debts at the close of September 1848 ------- 

82. Increase, if any, in the amount of the debts since tire close of September 1848, 
being the excess of No. 30 over No. 31 ------- 


• 


11,040 16 5 

9,749 11 2J 
89,151 19 _ 


33. Amount of present valuation 





Report op the Vice-Gdaroians in Reference to the poregoing Estimate. 



As to the Numbers receiviug Relief. 

Whether the relief lists have been strictly scrutinized by the vice-suavdians from time 
to time, and, generally, as to the probable increase or decrease of the numbers, and in 
which class. 

There has been constant revision held in the different electoral divisions, and the lists of 
recipients for out-door relief have been greatly reduced in each class. 



As to the State of the Clothing and Bedding in the Workhouse, and the Amount of additional 
Supplies required for the Month of October, estimated for in No. 9. 

There is an adequate supply of bedding and clothing ; the sum estimated for is for 
materials for the factoiy. 



As to the Contract and Market Prices of the Ordinary Articles of Supplies. 



Name of each Principal Article. 


Contract Price for 
eacii Description of Article. 


Market Price 
for each Description 
of Article. 


Observations wlieretho 
Price paid 

exceeds the Slarhet Price. 


In-door : 

1. Oatmeal - 


10 1. 10 5. per ton 


£. 5. d, 

11 - - 




2. Indian meal - - - 


7/. 75. „ 


7 10 - 




3. Rye meal - 


- - - - 


^ - 


None in market. 


4. Rice ----- 


10 1. per ton 


11 - - 




5. Bread - 


1 4 d. per Ib. 


— i 




6. Milk 


3 ^ d. per gallon 


- - ii 




Out-Relief : 
1 . Oatmeal - 


_ 






2. Indian meal - 


'll.’J s. per ton 


7 10 - 




3. Rye meal - 


— 


- 
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As to the Collection. 



Whether the collecting books have been strictly scrutinized, and proper measures 
adopted to «ecure the payment of the arrears, and whether legal proceedings have been 
instituted in all cases, and have been followed up, to enforce the payment of the sums 
due; what are the principal causes of the non-payment of the sums due — 

1st. By immediate lessors. 

2d. By occupiers. 

3d. By which class is the principal amount of the arrears due. 
dth. What proportion of the arrears is considered uncollectable at present, and 
cause tliereof. 



1st The collector’s books have been regularly scrutinized, and the necessary orders given 
to ensure the payment of all rates and avreai-s of rates that may be deemed recoverable. 

2d. The non-pavment by immediate lessors arises from their utter inability to pay, havin,^ 
so much waste lands in their hands, in many instances the tenaiits having absconded, and 
several of tlie properties being under receivers, wlio have no funds m hands. 

3d. The occupiers have no goods in their holdings that can be distrained. 

4tb There is about 3,000 1. due on waste lands, and by immediate lessors, against whom 
no proceedings could be satisfactorily taken (they being non-resident) until tlie new Act 
came into operation. The solicitor has received instructions to proceed. 



As to the Existing Debts. 

Whether they are of long standing; tehether any legal 
tilted for recoverv thereof; and, generally, as to the financial prospects ot the union , 
!he probable progress of the collection of the present and future mtes; and the means 
of providing for the current and future expenses of the union. 

Half of the debts are upwards of 12 months due. Two eseoulions have been laid in the 
several workhouses, which have been deferred. 

The nresent rate will probably be collected to within about 3,000 and 
amountmg to about 14,000 L, may be collected witlim the five months ensuing th= date of 
signing the rate books. 

The current expenses may he principally met by the rates for the ensuing Ere months, 



ine curreiu expcusco , — , 

but cannot pay any portion of the large amount ot debt. 

(signed) 

7 October 1849. 



■'<?' W Vice-Guardians. 

S. R. Trestlian, J 



Enclosure 2, in No. 7/. 

Westport Union. 

„ .. Westport, 30 September 1849. T.nd. o, m No. 

WnTave“S honour of acknowledging the receipt of your letter of ,he 2«h No. 

O'* 555 referrino- to our weekly estimate of e.xpenses for the week ended the 22d 'nsfant, 
ste\fot’S a”ftmof 144 Z. would be sent, to be appUed to the current expenses ot the 
aboveVamed week, infor-miug ua of the proh.ability of the diseontraunnce ^ 
assistance f-om the funds nt the disposal of the Lords Commissioneii of Hei ftlajesty 
Tr™urraid remiri.... in consequence thereof that the collect, on of the rates may be 
mSsed delay ; aL forwarding forms of monthly estnnafe 'ein.rmg 

a detailed reoort respectinw the probable collection and expenditure during the month, 
a detailea report lespeorm u e p advised by you falls short of the actual sum 

require’d tbr’food\v 4o'l. 7 s. 7 d., and that the discontinuance of any further remittances 
of tlm ‘ f F” a. the present umment will 

mem, as we have reason to fear the comraclors will cease to supply, should the weekly pay 

Ve have MTstared any personal exertion in forcing for-wurd the cornpletion of lire rate 
must elapse hefoVe we can expect any eonsiderable >»; ^ me nresent 

0.4d. * 3 
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the provisions of tlic Kate-in-Aid Act, leaving: but 500 ?. to meet die expenditure above 
stated, which is wholly independent of the lara;e sums due to various contiactors, and the 
salaries owing to the union officers, now long accumulating, and which to the 20th of tliis 
uionlh amounted to 1,520 ?. Many of these officers are now in most difficult and enibar- 
j-assed circurustances, in conscijuencc of' their salaries having been withheld, from want of 
funds appi'cable to tlieir ijayment, and whose appearances are far from being respectable, 
from want of clothing, and are evuy day becoming more iinportmiate in their demands for 
payment. We had hoped out of the first funds placed at our disposal from tlie rales to have 
ucen enabled to liquidate their claims even in part, as w'e considered them fully entitled to 
our atteutiem from the zealous manner ill which they have endeavoured to discharge their 
duties, even when their salaries iiavebeen so unsatisfai'torily liquidated. We also feel our- 
selves bound to remind you of the great forbearance of the difl'eiciit contractors, to whom 
large sums are due, and who never sought to embarrass ns in any way ; no proceedings of 
any weight having been taken by them, or an execution laid on the property of tlie union, 
they having expressed a confidence that we would not lose sight of their claims, but that 
we would use every exertion to have them discharged. 

Under these circumstances, we would take the liberty of urging on you the necessity of, 
for some time longer, continuing the advances in aid of the support of the poor in this union 
from the ratc-iii-aid, as otherwise we fear that oar operations in ihe management of the 
union will, from want of credit, and the difficultii s before lueuiioned, become seriously 
embarrassed, us from the large sums due the contractors will not send in the supplies unless 
on weekly payments, the amount of which we feel under present circumstances it will be our 
of our power to meet. The monthly estimate shall be forwarded by the post of to-morrow. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) Wm. Roht. Lech&\j. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws Francis Hcorave, 

for Relief of the Poor in Ireland. 



Enclosure 3, in No. 77- 

Westport Union. 

Gentlemen, _ Castlebar, 3 October 1340. 

I HAVE the honour (o transmit the accompanying estimate of the expenses which will 
probably be incurred in the Westport Union during the month of October 1849. 

The total estimated expenses for relief and establishment have been stated at 1,502 ?. 

The estimated amount of rate which can be collected has been set down at 1,000?., 
makjng an excess of estimated total expenses over the estimated probable collection, of 

Should, however, this sum of 1,000 /. be collected, a moiety only will be available for the 
expenses of the union, as the rates just struck come under the provisions of the Rate-in- 
Aid Act, and the other moiety must therefore be reserved for the Rate-in-Aid Fund ; the 
actual deficiency, assuming the foregoing calculations to be correct, will therefore be 1,092?., 
instead of 592 ?., for the month in question. 

The numbers likely to require relief appear to me to be fairly estimated ; and the strict 
manner in which the out-door relief lists have been scrutinized is attested by the fact, that 
since the 28tli August, a period of iwo months, upwards of twenty-three thousand (23,000) 
persons have been struck off those lists; and that although the applicants for relief since 
the date in question have amounted to 6,290, only 705 have been placed on the lists in 
question. 

With regard to the new rate, the books for nine electoral divisions have been signed, and 
the tenth, which will complete the union, will, I trust, be signed before the expiration of this 
week, as it has now been nearly a fortnight on the table for the inspection of the ratepayers. 
Up to yesterday’s date the warrants for seven electoral divisions had been placed in the 
hands of the colleciors, and those for the two other divisions were only retained in order 
that the collector might perfect his bond ; so that I am led to anticipate that by the termi- 
nation of this week ml the warrants will be out, and the collector for every electoral division 
in the union at his duty. 

This rate is the heaviest yet siruck in the union of Westport, and the total sum to be 
collected, including arrears of former rates, and the assessment made upon the union under 
the Rate-in-Aid Act, amoii nts to 1 J ,239 ?. 7 s. 3 d., being only 600 ?. shoi't of the net annual 
value of the union ; and the amount of the new rate (the poundage of which is 5 s. 10 d.) 
alone exceeds the foiutli part of the net annual value iu question ; still, great as this assess- 
rnent may be in relation to the depressed condition of the union, so heavy are the liabilities, 
that assuming (as staled by the vice-guardians in their report) that the whole will be col- 
lected, a balance of only 800 ?. G s. 10 d. would remain for the expenses of the union, after 
paynient of its present debts ; but the assumption that the whole will be collected cannot 
practically be sustained. Upwards of 3,000 ?. consists of arrears of former rates, upon 
which the collectors have already exerted their powers; and although a portion of these 
arrears wiii no doubt be recovered, I fear that the most favourable calculation will not 
extend beyond the supposition that a sum of 9,000?. (being upwards of three-fourths of 

the 
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a.etomlamo„„tofmea.dan-aa„)-ll be ,,aliz.d, tkus leaving ... ac.e.l deficiency .0 

meet nothiiif^ remains for the current expen«es of the 

Should the rate be I u pi • ea„ scarcely be aesmued at a less sum 

union to the ’nth M.ucll . e , 1 . j j the potato crop, as a means 

than 7,000 J.-, any hopes been dissipated by the fact ,l,at this 

of mitigating 5“^ a i' ‘the proportion “of unsound tubers is increasing day by 

m.5 fte”7i^ripbrrf p^S ts": cL.non among the peasantry have snfiired to 

the greatest extent. overwhelmed n ilh executions as that of Castlebar, 

The lew cases : these, no doubt, wili end iu 

legal proceedings ■“™*= teceive a oo.tion of their claims, they will pinsite ihe 

financial dillicuU.es of ihe union, an.1 add, „g to ,t 

burdens of law costs. the current expenses of the union, or to theliquida- 

But whetlier the rate be i" comings for the present month will he 

tion of Its debts, and as the union possesses no credit, 

greatly inadequate to the cs nu . p ’ ,i (.^uedienev nl" continuing aiivunces 

provisions uuJ the' facts and circumstances 

for the present P ' for the next six montlis, indicate also the 

ScetilTofSSyg beyom! the pcviijl of the estimate in question, m order 

that at least a portion of the liabilities ma)' be paid ott. 

I have. ike. 

(sierned) R- T. Farren, Captain .t7ih Regt., 

® Temoorarv Poor Law Inspector. 



Westport Union. 



HST.MATEof.hu SI 



I.~ E X P E N S E S. 



1 — r, A r 1- 




— 


Week ended. 


Total 

Ismatea. 


OUT-RELIEF. 


COST. 1 


Average Weekly 
Cost per Head. 


Able- 
bodied 
Men and 

Families. 


Other 

Classes 

Able- 

bodied. 


Total 

Out- 

Relief 

Lists. 


Jn-Main- 

tenanco. 


Out- 

Relief. 


TOT.U. 


lu-Main- 
tenanee. | 

1 


Out- 

Eelief. 

1. d. 

- 7 

- 31 


Actual numbers re-fi. 
lieved, and costofs 
relief - * 1“' 

Estimated numbers 3. 
likely to require ^ 
relief, and cost, 
according to the 3. 
probable increase 
or decrease in the “• 
numbers and cost 

8. Total cost for the fi 


UOcL 1848: 
10 Sept. 1849 


908 

3,358 




3,501 

6,055 


3,501 

5,055 


£. 4. d. 

64 - - 
119 - - 


£. *. U. 
103 


£. ». <L 

180 - - 
174 - - 


t. d. 1 

I 7 ! 

1 - 1 


6 Oct. 1840 
13 Oct. 

20 Oct. - 
•27 Oct. - 
3 Xar. - 
ve weeks foric 


2,500 

2,500 

2,500 

2,500 

2,500 

i-mointei 


lanco ant 


3,600 

3,500 

3,500 

3p00 

3,500 


3,500 

3,500 

0,500 

3,500 

3,500 


j 140 - - 
! 140 - - 
: « - - 
146 - - 
j 14C - - 


51 - - 
51 - - 
51 - -j 
51 - - 
51 - - 


197 - - 
197 - - 
197 - - 
197 - - 
107 - - 


1 2 ; 
1 -2 
1 2 
1 2 


- 3i 

- 31 

- 3 1 

- 3i 

- 31 


1 1 
t out-relief, \ £ 


1 730 - - 

1 


« - - 


985 - - 






(3to7) . . - 

e. Add estimated 


C07 - - 






nospiuiis, lua i.vu... ...V..-. — 0 

tbe month of October - - * " 

,0. Total asboated oap.naea for relief. nd ..t.hlietaeu. (Nof 8 u»d ») 


-J 

. £. 


j 1,392 - - 


J 



^21I.13r.4^forrentfbrthemontb,2uOt.f«fr«hdoju S U -COLLECTION 

(asgivenatlSo.9.) j . 

0.44. 
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II.— COLLECTION OF POOR RATES. 

11. Total amount of the present rates, (including 1,7CI 1. los, 1 d. 

vious rates) - 

Dates of the present rotes, 27 September 1848. 

12. Poundage of such rates on tlie valuation, S 5. 4 d. 

10. Amount collected to 16th September 1840 - . . _ 

14. Amount declared irrecoverable to the 1.6th September 1840 - 

15. Amount uncollected on 16th September 1849 . . . 



arrears of pre* 



s. d. I £. 



8,205 



4,011 11 4 J 

3,353 9 101 



16. Total of Nos. 13, 14, and 15, being the total as given at No. 11 - . . 

17. Estimated amount which can be collected during tlie five weeks, from the 20tli 

September to the 3d of November 1840 

IS. Excess of the estimated total expenses of these five weeks given above (No. 10) 
over the estimated probable collection during tlie same period (No. 17) 

10. Amount of new rates, if any, agreed upon 

20. Date when agreed upon, 11th August 1849. 

21. Date at which such rates are e.Tpccted to be in course of eolleetion, 1st October 

1840. 



1,000 - - 



11,239 7 3 



8,2Co 



s. d. 
1 3 



1 3 



22. Poundage of such rates on the valuation, 6 s. 10 d. 

23. If new rates have not yet been agreed upon, date at which new rates will be 

agreed upon. 



III.— FINANCIAL CONDITION OF UNION. 



25. Balance in treasurer’s hands, if any, on 15th September 1849, £. 874 1. 7«.10d. 

26. Balance due to treasurer, if any, on IStJi September 1849 . . . . 

27. Debts to contractors for supplies of provisions on 15th September 1849 - 

28. Debts to officers for salaries on 15th September 1849 - - . . . 

29. Debts to all other private parties, on 1 5th September 1849 - - , . 



8,327 11 
1,465 10 
655 19 



30. Total debts on 16th September 1849 (being the total of Nos. 26, 27, 28, and 29) - 
.31. Total debts at the close of September 1848 

32. Increase, if any, in the amount of the debts since the close of September 1848, 

being the excess of No. 30 over No. 31 . 

33. Amount of present valuation . 



10 



10,439 - 10 
3,063 19 9 1 

0,775 1 -4 

38,815 17 - 



Report of the Vice-Guardjans in Reference to the Foregoing Estimate. 



As to the Numbers Receiving Relief. 

_ Whether the relief lists have been strictly scrutinized by the vice-guardians from 
tune to time, and generally as to the probable increase or decrease of the numbers, and 
la which class. 

The relief lists have been strictly scrutinized at different periods, and the able-bodied of 
every class taken off them. There are at present receiving relief in the union 3,797 indivi- 
duals, being aged, infirm, or persons temporarily disabled from sickness or accident. We- 
calculate the above numbei-s may be reduced to 3,500; and for the next five weeks do not 
anticipate any increase in the numbers on out-door relief 



tj^e State^of tiie Clothing and Bedding in the Workhouse, and the Amount of 
additional Supplies required for the Month of October, estimated for in No. 9. 

• closing of the inmates is now nearly completed, a very small additional outlay 
being required. There will be, however, as the winter approaches, a supply of rugs neces- 
sary, as also the bedding and equipment for the new fever hospital on the workhouse 
grounds, now nearly completed. 

As- 
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As to the Contract and Market Prices of the Ordinarr Articles of Supplies. 



Same of each principal Article. 



In*door ; 

1 . Oataieal - 

2. Indian meal 

3. Rye meal - 

4. Rice 

5. Bread 
/Butter milk 

®'\Sweet milk 

Out-relief : 

1 . Oatmeal - 

2. Indian meal 

3. Rye meal 



Contract Price 
far caeli description of 
Article. 



7 /. 9 s. per ton 

6/. 14i. „ 

11/. 14s. „ 

5 J <f. - per 4 lbs. 

3d. - - per gal. 

6 if. - - „ 



JfarVet Price ' Observations wiiere 
for each description of I tlie Price paid exceeds 
.Article. tlia Slarkst Price. 



6^d. - per 4 lbs. 

Sd. - - per gal. 

6d. - • „ 



6 /. 19s. - per tnn 



Sii months’ contract, 
ditto - ditto. 



- - Includes carriag 
and distribution. 



As to the Collection. 

Whether the collecting hooks have been strictly scrutinized, and proper measures 
adopted to secure the pavment of the arrears, and wheiher legal proceedings have been 
instituted in all cases, and have been followed up to enforce the payment of the sums 
due. "What are the principal causes of the non-payment of the sums due— 

1 st. By immediate lessors. 

2 d. By occuniers. 

3 d. By whicit class is the principal amount of the arrears due. 

4 lh. What proportion ofthe arrears is considered uncoUectable at present, and cause 
thereof. 

With reference to the above queries we are not as yet in a posnion to give a reply, nine 
ofthe new rate-books having only been signed since the 20th ultimo; the lOto book is lying 
on the table for the inspeetTon of the ratepayers. Nine of the collecting books have been 
placed in the hands of the collectors, and we have not ceased to urge them forward m the 
execution of their duties. 

As to the Existing Debts. 

Whether Uiey are of long standing ; whether any legal proceedings have been instituted 
for recovery thereof; and, generally, as to the financial prospects of the union; the 
probable progress ofthe collection of the present and luture rates; and the means of 
providing for the current and future expenses of the union. 

Ofthe debts, 1,611 1. 13 s. 7 d. are of long standing, having been contracted by the local 
Board of Guardians. Except in three case no legal proceedings liaye been instituted, and in 
one of those the debt has been liquidated. With respect to the financial prospects ofthe muon, 
we entertain hopes that in consequence of the favourable period at which the books have 
been nlaced in the hands of the rate collectors, ihe collection will progress favourably, from 
the fact that a aood com harvest has been got in, and the small farmers will consequently 
be able to pay.'" The rate stmek in this union of 5s. 10 d. in the pound on the valuation 
will wiih the arrears of former rates, amount to 11,239/. « This sum, if collected, 

would enable the guardians to pay their liabiUues and leave a balance m aid of the support 
ofthe establishment of 800/. 6 s. 2 d., beyond which we see no possibility that the neces- 
sities ofthe union can be met e.xcepl by extraneous aid. 

(signed) Wm. RoU. Le^Avice-Guardians. 

1 October 1049. Bograve. J 



Enclosure 4, in No. 77« 



End. 4 , in No. 77 . 



Wf.stpof.t Union. 

„ , Casilebar, 3 October 1840. 

I B“EThe°’hono«r to tt.ni.mit the nceompnnyiog estimate of the .ipenseB E.tlm.u t, 
which will probably be incurred in the Westport Union dumig the week endm^ ^ 

13tll October 1849. p , u . j . «f -loa 7 a c n t7 Maintenance • • 1911 * 7 

The cost of in-maintenance and out-relief has been set down at 193/. 4 s. Id., mobbing . . /io - - 

clolhins50i„ aodsebsistenceofofficetalOi. 10 - - 

The tstimstedcolleetioo has not been aile.l«p. Urost, however, ns seven of the ^ , , 

warrants have been handed to the collectors, that a portion of the new rate will be 

realiaed dariii- the week in qnestion, ihoogli as the collectors must lake certain preh- 

liininary steoa°al this.the commencement oftheir coHoetion, .1 may be probably very trifling. ■whatever 

0 . 44 - ^ 
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Whatever be the amount, one half must be reserved for the Rate-in-Aid Fund ; so 
that the sum which wilt be at the command of the Board will doubtless be very small, and 
inadequate to the current expenses of the week; and as the union has no credit, the con- 
tractors declining to furnish supplies of provisions except for cash payments, I be°' to 
recommend that the advances may be continued for the week in question; and at the same 
time wish to refer to the very large sums due to officers for salaries, as well as to the heavy 
debts, amounting to many thousand pounds, incurred to other parties. 

The cause of the excess in the estimate for week ended 22 September has not been noted 
in the column for observations ; that under the head of out-relief has, I presume, arisen from 
the reductions made in the relief lists, and the difference in establishment charges, I 
imagine, by the full amount of the bills for material for clothing not having beets paid 
during the week. I am led to the latter conclusion from the fact that there is still a con- 
siderable deficiency of clothing in the auxiliary workhouses, and I know that supplies have 
been ordered. 

I have, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) R. T. Farren, 

Custom-house, Dublin. Captain 47th Regiment. 

Temporary Poor Law Inspector. 



WESTPORT UNION. 



ITEMS 

of 


I. Estimate of 
Expenditure and Collection 
for the Week 

ending 13 October 1840,5. 


n. Actual Ex|>cnses Incurred, 
and Actool Collection of tlic 
Latest Week for wiiicli the Accounts 
arc made up, beiag the Week 
ended 27 September 1849, it. 


III. Difference between the 
Estimate made for the 
Expenses and tlie CoUection 
oftUeWeokshoCTnlnlNo. IL, 
and the actnal 
Expenses and Collection. 


X 

o 


BSPENDITCSE. 

1. 


Estimated 
Numbers 
in tbe 

Workhouse. 

2. 


Estimated 
N umbers 
on the 
Out-Reiief 
Lists. 

3. 


Total Cost 
for 

the Week. 
4. 


Nsmbers 
in the 
Workhouse. 

6. 


Numbers 

Oufe-Rcllcf 

Lists. 

6. 


Total Cost 
for 

the Week. 


of 

Estimate. 


Deficiency 

of 

Estimate. 


a 

o 


1 

1. In-malotenonce - 


2,500 , 




i.. .. 

145 IG 8 


2,596 




£. s. d. 
140 14 2 


£. i. d. 


£. S. cl. 
10 12 C 




2. Oot-relief - 




3,500 


47 7 11 


. i 


4,214 


' 64 7 7 


51 17 S 


_ 




3. Fever hospitals - 
Cholem Treatment 


— 


— 


“ 


~ 


- 


; 13 17 2 


- 


10 14 2 : 




4. Estiiblishment - 


. 




ISO - - 














Clothing - 
Subsistence for re- 
lieving officers 




' 


Iso - - 

JlO - - 




- 


U? 10 2 


82 9 10 


- 




5, Tor.lL - - 




- 


303 4 7 






296 9 1 


84 7 3 


21 C 8 




G. Deduct estimated 
collection 


- 


- 


— 






__ 








7. E-xc^ss of 0 over 0 


* 


- 








296 9 1 









^aie No. 4 — The establishment expenses for tlie week ended 22 September 1849, tr, consisted of the followinir items • 

\ £. s. d. 



Salaries of officers - 
Clothing - 

Coffins - - . 

Baking for four weeks 
Law expenses - 
Sundry other expenses 



40 15 - 

25 1 8 
1 16 9 

9 2- 

6 7 10 
5 6 11 



lated establishment expenses for the week ending 13 October 1349, b, consist of tbe following items : 



1 October 1849. 



Salaries of officers 
Clothing - 
Coffins - 

Lime, utensils, &c. - 
Sundry other expenses 



(signed) 



£. s. d. 
40 - - 
60 - - 



6 - - 

10 - - 



Wm> Rob. Leoktj,'\ 
JFrancts Hoffrave,) 



Vice-Guardians. 



Enclosure 
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Enclosure 5, in No. 77- 

Castlebar UzfiON. 



Gentlemen, Castlebar, 1 October 1S4D. 

We have the honour to inform you that the rale collectors have not lodged any money 
with the treasurer last week. 

We admitted to out-door relief last week 138, and cancelled 7. 

We estimate that we will require for the week ending 6th instant, *234 viz. : 



Maintenance ------ 

Clothing ------- 

Subsistence to relieving officers and stewards 


: : 


£. s. d. 
178 - - 
50 - - 
6 - - 




£. 


234 - - 



We have again to report that the sheriff laid another execution on the property of the 
workhouse, at the suit of Mr. Thomas Quin, for 839/. li. lid., and it is our impression 
that the property will be sold at a considerable sacrifice. We are not in a position to offer 
any ternas that will be accepted, as a moiety of the collection mil be reserved by the 
treasurer. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) Artiiur Thamai. 

To the Commissioners for Administering the P. J. Ktily. 

Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland. 



Enclosure 6, in No. 77- 

Castlebar Union. 



Extract from Captain Farren's Report, dated Qd October 1849, on Week ended 
29th September 1849. 

The applicants for relief during the week amounted to 988. 



They were disposed of as follows : 

Ruled for admission to the workhouse ------ 307 

Placed on out-door relief lists ------- - 138 

Rejected or did not appear - -- -- -- - 543 

The number cancelled amounted to -------7 



The total numbcrnow authorised to receive oui-door relief amounts to 1,772 

Another execution has, I regret to state, been laid on the property in the workhouse. A 
week had not elapsed after the departure of the sheriff’s officers, who had been in charge 
of the property for a very long period, at the suit of another creditor, when they reappeared 
lo enforce the present claim. 

This execution is for a sum amounting to 839/. Is. lid., and it has placed the vice- 
guardians in a position of much difficulty. The preceding claim was arranged without a 
sale, by allocating a portion of the rate as lodged, and setting off the amount of rate due 
on properties, for which the person who held the execution was receiver, and for the pay- 
mem of which orders had been obtained from the Court of Chancery, but the present 
creditor asserts positively that a sale shall take place, and although, of course, every effort 
will be made to prevent so serious a dislocation of the workhouse establishment as this sale 
would cause, the alternative will be scarcely less embarrassing, as it must necessarily involve 
the reservation of a large per-centage of the lodgments of the rate, probably 50 per cent., to 
pay the debt by instalments, and as the rates just struck come under the provisions of the 



Enel. 5, in No. 77. 



End. 6, in No. 77. 



Applicants for 
relief, and how 
disposed of. 



Another execution 
laid on the pro- 
perty of the union; 
consequent embar- 
rassment. 
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Rate-in-Aid Act, the remaining 50 per cent, must be allocated to the Rate-iu-Aid Fund, 
until the amount assessed on the union under that Act has been realized, leaving nothing 
available for the current expenses of tlie union. 

Under these circumstances, with no credit, cash payments being the only terms upon 
which contractors will furnish provisions, I beg to submit for your consideration the neces- 
sity of continuing to afford e-xtraneous aid for the present; and as the difficulty alluded to 
will be the means of tying up all the incomings of the rate, I would suggest the expediency 
of extending that aid to those heads of expenditure which are essential to the working of 
the union, as well as to the actual itenas of provisions and necessaries for the recipients 
of relief. 



Enclosure 7, in No. 77- 



End. 7, in No. 77. 



Castlebar Union. 



Gentlemen, Castlebar, 2 October 1849. 

Estimate for week I have the honour to transmit the accompanying estimate of the expenses which will 
ending 13 October probably be incurred in the Castlebar Union during the week ending 13th October 
■>^49- 1849: 



£. d. 

HiUatcuaucu - • 17S 16 8 

Snbsisteiieeofofflccrs 0 - - 

Salaries - - - 29 — - 

Coffins - - . 2 — - 

Potty exj^enses - 8 — - 



The cost of maintenance and out-relief has been set down at 175/. 10s. 8r/.; 
subsistence of relieving officers, 6/.; and under the head of “Establishment, 
salaries,” 29 /. ; coffins, 2 1 . ; petty expenses, 8 /. 



g The position of the vice-gunrdians with regard to the financial arrangements of 
' the union has now become peculiarly embarvtissing. For some months past the 

union has been struggling on, over-burthened with debt, and an execution on the property in 
the workhouse. "With some difficulty, a sale on account of this execution, which amounted 
to upwards of fiOO/., has been avoided ; and by reserving a portion of liie rate lodged by 
the collectors, and setting off sums due by the creditor, as receiver on certain properties, for 
rate, for the payment of which orders were obtained from the Court of Chancery, the debt 
in question was at length arranged and the b-ailiffs removed. A week, however, had not 
elapsed when again the sheriff’s officers entered the workhouse and seized the property 
tliei-ein, at the suit of another creditor, who has held an execution against the union for some 
time past, for the sum of 839/. 1 s- 11 rf., and in this instance the creditor asserts that a sale 
shall positively take place. Every effort will, of course, be made to prevent this, but the 
otlier alternative is scarcely less emban-assing, as the most favourable arrangement that can 
be anticipated will involve the necessity of reserving at least 50 per cent, of the lodgments 
of the new rate until the debt be liquidated ; and the other 50 per cent, being allocated to 
the Rute-in-Aid Fund, nothing remains for the current expenses of the union. 



The only terms upon which provisions will be supplied to the union are cash payments. 
Considerable sums are due to the officers for salaries. Being therefore unable to suggest 
to the vice-guardians any means by which the local resources of the union can be made to 
furnish funds to provide for the subsistence of the recipients of relief, and pay the staff of 
officers and cost of esiablishment {as, although every effort has been made to bring the new 
rate-books into collection, seven of the books having been signed and four of the warrants 
hauded to the collectors, not a sixpence of the rate will be available under the circumstances 
detailed), I can only lay the facts before you, and recommend the accompanying estimate 
to your favourable consideration, in order that advances to the extent of the sums specified 
in the margin of this report, amounting to 220 /. 16 s. 8 d. may be transmitted. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) li. T. Farren, Captain 47th Regt. 

Temporary Poor Lnw Inspector. 
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Estimate for tbe week 
ending IStli October 1849, Zi. 


Actual Expenditure of tbe lalest Week for 
wliioh tiie Accounts are made up, 
being tiie Week ended 22d Sept. 1849, a. 




ITEMS OF EXPENDITURE, 
1. 


1 

Estimated 

Numbers 

Woikbouse. 

2. 


Estinmted 
Numbers 
on tbe 
Out-Relief 
lists. 

3. 


Total Cost 
for tbe Week. 


Numbers 
in tlie 
Workliouse. 


Nnmbers ; 

on tbe 1 
Out- Relief 
Lists. 1 
6. 


Total Co^t 
for tbe Week. 
7. 


OB.8ERVATION8. 


1 . In-maintenanee 


1,700 


. 


£. s. d. 

113 6 8 


1,035 




f. *. d. 
113 - 5 




Average cost 


Is. 4<L 


l\d. 


- 


__ 


-- 


~ 




2. Out-relief - 


- - 


2,000 


62 10 - 


- ' 


2,002 


03 15 8 




3. Fever hospitals 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


_ 




4. Establishment 


- - 




60 5 - 


- - 




i 66 16 - 




Subsistence to relieving 
officers - - - 




. 


6 - - 


_ 


_ 






5. Total - - - 


1,700 


2,000 


242 1 8 


1,653 


2,002 


243 1 2 1 




6. Deduct estimated eolleotion 






160 - - 


- 


- 


0 5 11 




7. Excess of 5 over 0 




- - 


02 1 8 


- - 


- 


237 6 2 





Note No. 4. — Tlie cstablisliment espenses for tbs week ended 22 September 1849, a, consisted of the following items: 



£. i. d. 



Salaries 

Rent 

Poundage 

Repairs 

Clothing 

Coffins - 

Pettj expenses 



33 - - 

- 10 - 

4 18 0 

14 - - 

3 10 - 

3 17 0 



Tlio estimated establishment expenses for the week ending 13 October 1849, b, consist of the follow ing items : 



Salaries 
Rent 
Poundage 
Repairs 
Coffins - 
Petty expenses 



£. s. 
20 - 
5 - 
11 0 




rf. 



1 October 1849. 



Arthur 
P J.KeUy, 



s-Guiirdinns. 



Enclosui’e 8, in No. 77- 

Scahiff Union. 

Sir, Seari£f, 29 September 1849. 

In compliance with the directions contained in your letter. No. 62,555/49, dated the "T 

27tli instant, I have the honour lo forward the estimate of the vice-guardians of the 
probable expenditure for the month of October, and their report on the condition and 
prospects of the union, with my own report on the same. 

I beg to state that 1 have rendered the vice-guardians my assistance in making tiie 
estimate, and that I concur generally in the statements made by them under the several 
heads of their report. mi 

The increase calculated upon by the vice-guardians of about 1,000 in the number now dumber receiving 
receiviog out-door relief, will comprise principally destitute widows, orphans, aud deserted 
wives and children, but none of the class of able-bodied men and their families. Tlie 
additional workhouse accommodation provided will, I have no doubt, ward off a Inrge 
0 . 44 . K 3 amount 
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amount of applicants of this class for some time ; yet I am bound to state that when the 
harvest is fully over there will be a vast extent of destitution prevailing among them, 
arising I'rotn the general poverty of the proprietors and farmers, who cannot give em- 
ployment. 

As to the collection, I beg to slate that no endeavour has been left untried, as the 
statements of the vice-guardians show, in order to get in the present rate and arrears of 
former rates, of which there remains at this date about half ((i,C0(}A) yet uncollected ; of 
this sum, I consider that more than 8,000 Z. will be found wholly uncollectable ; and as 
regards the date when tlie new rates in this union will be put in course of collection, the 
valuators, Messrs. O’Brien, have undertaken to finish the revision within four months. 
There are 10 electoral divisions. Accordingly, if these gentlemen zealously fulfil their duty, 
and they shall not want stimulating on my part, the new raies will be in course of col- 
lection within the present month m Tulla, and subsequently in every electoral division 
within a fortnight or so of each other afterwai ds. The collection cannot become general 
throughout the union before the commencement of the new year. 

The financial prospects of the union are far from being satisfactory. The present harvest 
has turned out well ; and of the potato crop, although everywhere showing signs of decay, 
a large poition will be saved lor food ; and if it were not that the calamitous losses of the 
previous three yeans liave occasioned deep embarrassment, poverty, a.ud sufierino’ to all 
classes, I should look forward witli brighter hopes that the heavy financial difficulties of 
the union would be got over, and that the new rates would yield sufficient funds to cover 
its liabiliiies to creditors, and meet the ul!-prevai]ii)g destitution. 

As to the coming month’s expenses, to which this estimate applies, I regret that 1 am 
obliged to join in the view of the vice-guardians. Like those officers, I can see no pros- 
pect that, with our utmost exertions, wliich will certainly be used, there will be raised 
within the union sufficient means to support the poor and carry out tlie law. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Thomas Spark, 

William Stanley, Esq., Temporary Poor Law Inspector, 

Secretary, See. &c. See. 



Enclosure 9, in No. 77. 

ScAitiFF Union. 

Office Board Room, Scariff, 

Gentlemen, S October 1840. 

We beg to forward an estimate for the expense.? of this union for the week ending 
13th instant. We confidently trust the amount required, with the amounts estimated for, 
for the weeks ended 22d and 29th ultimo, and the week ending the 6th instant, will be 
forwarded to us on as early a day as possible. The meal and bread contractors for out- 
door and in-door relief, have intimated to us that they will stop the supplies unless we 
pay them regularly, which we are totally unable to do out of the rates. The resources of 
the union have failed to afford more than seems sufficient to pay distressed creditors, 
salaries of collectors, and relieving officers, whose duties are so very onerous, as to render 
it inexpedient to allow arrears of salaries due them to remain unptiid. 

The collectors are very vigilant; but the great bulk of those persons in default of poor’s 
rate are in such embarrassed circumstances, and have no stock of any kind on tlieir 
premises, that we cannot sec any immediate prospect of being able to defray the current 
expenses out of the rates of the union. We shall not hold ourselves respousible for the 
lives of thonsands, if, in consequence of extraneous aid being withheld by the Government 
from this union, the contractors refuse (as they will assuredly do) to give farther supplies 
for the support of the destitute. 

Captain Spavk, the inspector of this union, has gone to attend the weekly meeting of 
the Nenagh Board of Guardians, which has lately been placed under his superintendence ; 
but we consider ourselves imperatively called on to make the present application to-day, 
as even one day’s delay may be attended with very serious consequences. 

We have, 8cc. 

(signed) Horatio N. Wallace. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Thomas Parks. 
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EXPENDITURE, 


Estiiuiited 
Nuinliers 
in tlie 
M'orUiouse 


Estimated 
Numbers 
an tlic 
Out-Sebef 
Lists. 

3. 


Total Cost 

for 

the Week. 
4. 


Numbers 
in tlte 
Workhouse. 
5. 


Numbers 
on the 
Oat-Rellcf 
Lists. 

C. 


Total Cost 
for 

the Week. 


of 

Estimate. 


Deficiency 

of 

Estimate. 


IV. Obsi-rvatums. 


1. In-maintenasce 

2. Out-relief 

3. Fever hospitals 

4. Establishmeut 


2,200 


7,000 


£. .. £ 
128 - - 
ICO - - 
24 - - 
71 16 - 


1,082 


r>,7S0 


£. s. d. 
115 13 4 
132 11 - 

22 6 fl 
60 - - 


£. S. d. 
8 10 8 
37 9 - 
2 13 0 

2 15 - 


£. s. d. 
~ 


The Lstiniatcd 
collection tor tlie 
week will be ub- 
sorbed by the 
payment ofsiila- 
ries and irollee- 
tors’ fiounilaifo, 


j. Total - 

6. Deduct esti- 
mated col- 
lection 


2,200 


7,000 


3S3 13 - 
100 - - 


1,982 


G,780 


359 10 10 


61 14 2 




distressed cre- 
ditors. 


7. Excess of 6 
over 6 






283 13 - 















Note No. 4. — The establisliment expenses for the week ended 22 September 1849, a, consisted of the following items : 



I £. s. d. 

Salaries 1 43 17 S 

Rent jS15 0 

Other current expenses - - - . . . -1 16 17 3 



The estimated establishment expenses for the week ending 6 October 1849, b, consist of the foHowinc items : 



Salaries ... 
Rent ... 
Other current expenses 



£. !. d. 
44 12 3 

10 16 6 
16 7 3 



3 October 1849. 



(signed) 



Horatio N. Wallace, \,T. _ 

Thomas Parks, j ' ice-Gucrdians. 



Enclosure 10, in No. 77. 

ScAHiFF Union. 



Sir* Scariff, 5 October 1049. 

On roy quitting ScariiF on Wednesday lust, to proceed to Nenagli Union, I did not End. lo in N,. — 
understand tliat the vice-guardiaiii would make any application for aid, or transmit to the ' 

CoDimissioners an estimate of the expenses that would be iucuiTed for the suaport of the 
destitute poor of this union, for the ensuing week ending the 13th instant. 

I considered that the application already forwarded for aid on account of those expenses 
for the weeks ending the 22d and 29th instant would have been replied to, if any further 
grants of this kind were at present to be allowed to the vice-guardians. 

Under this impression, I advised the vice-guardians to pay out of the rates collected the 
amount of one of ihe two weeks’ supplies, due to the iaie meal contractor, and to the ocher 
coDtractors for bread, &c., sums amounting to nearly 200A altogether. 

I beg to stale, Sir, that I now find that iifier I had left Scariff the vice-guardians had inter- 
views with the new contractors, to whom the supply for the present week is due, who 
have declared that tiiey will not continue to supply the vice-guardians unless they are 
regularly paid the amount every week. The vice-guardians considering that they could 

0.44. K 4 not 
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not hope to do this without farther aid to the rates, accordingly forwarded,! find, an 
estimate, with u letter of application, of the sum needed for the ensuing week. 

I am obliged to state that I coitcnr in opinion with the vice-guardians that the collectors 
will not be^able to (.'ollect during the next two or three weeks, and before the new rates 
are made, money sufficient to meet the em rent expenses of the union in support of the 
poor, and 1 therefore beg to recommend the Tice-guardians’ applications for aid to the 
favourable consideration of the Commissioners. 

Out of the sums lately lodged by the collectors with the treasurer, the vice-giiardiims 
have felt iliomselves obliged to (lay small amounts to the collectors on account of poundage 
due on former rates, in order lo stimnlate those officers to activity, who were greatly in want 
of the money. 

I have, &c. 

William Stanley, Esq., Secretary, (signed) Thomas Spark. 

&.O. &c. Stc. 



— No. 78. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to W. G. Hayter, Esq.? dated Sth October 1849. 

No. 78 . On the 24th. of August last the Commissioners for Administering the Laws 

for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, in pursuance of the desire of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, transmitted for the information of 
their Lordships copies of reports from their inspectors on the question of 
appropriating a portion of the Rate-in-Aid Fund for the current year to the 
purposes of emigration. In their letter accompanying those reports, the 
Commissioners thus expressed themselves : 

“ Although the Commissioners consider that an application of the Rate-in- 
Aid Fund to the purposes of emigration would be attended by most valuable 
results, they deem it right at the same lime to call the attention of their 
Lordships to the probable future state of some of the districts in the southern 
and south-western parts of Ireland, and the possibility that even after harvest 
there may, in some cases, arise demands on the Rate-in-Aid Fund to meet the 
exigencies of some of those districts. 

“ It is the desire of the Commissioners to carry into effect on the 29th 
September next such of the recommendations of the Boundary Commissioner 
affecting the distressed unions as may be received by them in time to enable 
them to do so ; it being of much importance that the formation of new unions, 
and new electoral divisions, should take place at the end of half a year, a point 
of time to which the balances due to and from electoral divisions are ascertained 
in the half-yearly account prescribed by 1 & 2 Viet. cap. 56, sec. 44. 

“It appears probable that after the formation of new unions some delay 
may take place before the necessary machineiy can be matured to enable the 
guardians to make rates on the newij'-formed areas of taxation ; and the Com- 
missioners have thought it right to point this out for the purpose of submitting 
to their Lordships’ consideration the expediency of reserving any balance which 
may remain of the Rate-in-Aid Fund after harvest, for the pui’pose of affording 
assistance in any emergencies which may arise in the important change of 
boundaries wbicli is about to take place, and to enable the Commissioners to 
effect more safely and expeditiously a transition from which much advantage 
is hoped to be obtained in the future administration of the Poor Law.” 

Ihe Commissioners have since been apprised by your letter of the IStli 
ultimo, that looking to the probable demand on the Rate-in-Aid Fund of a 
more pressing nature, their Lordships did not feel that they would be justified 
in authorising any expenditure for emigration, from that fund. 

On the 29th September last, the Commissioners having shortly before that 
date received the final report of the Boundary Commissioners on the new 
unions of Belmullet, Killala, and Dromore West, and of the Ballina Union 
in its altered state, and also of the new Castletown Union, and the Bantry 
Union in its altered state, issued orders, under their seal declaring those 
unions in accordance with the recommendations of the Boundary Commis- 
sioners. 

On the 3d instant the Commissioners in like manner declared the new unions 
of Skull and Clonaldlty, and the unions of Skihbereen, Bandou, and Dunman- 
way in their altered state. 

The 
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The Commissioners have this day declared the new unions of Oughterard 
and Newport, and the union of Westport in its altered state ; and they have it 
in command from his Excellency the Lord-Lieutenant to proceed in like 
manner, with the least possible delay, in giving effect to the final recommenda- 
tions of the Boundav}' Commissioners as soon as they receive them. 

By the 3d section of the Act 12 & 13 Viet. c. 104, the Commissioners are 
required to make orders for adjusting the liabilities of the towulands affected 
bv such changes. 

The townlands formerly situate in the unions of Balliua, Westport, Bantry, 
and Skibhereen, and the townlands taken from the Galway, Ballinrobe, and 
Sligo Uni'.ms, and now situate in the new unions of Oughterard and Dromore 
West respectively, will without doubt on the adjustment of them liabilities be 
found encumbered with a very serious amount of debt resulting from the 
following items of debit : 

1. Loans from Government for building workhouses, secured on the poor- 
rates of the unions in which those townlands were formerly comprised, and 
other Government advances. 

•2. The balances chargeable at the time of change in the electoral divisions 
in which such townlands were formerly situate. 

3 . Debts due to contractors, officers of the union, and other private persons. 



The only assets now existing to meet the liabilities of the townlands, as 
finallv adjusted, consist of the produce of such of the rates outstanding and 
uncoilectfd at the time of change as may thereafter be collected and lodged 
with the treasurer, and in no instance, as the Commissioners believe, will the 
produce of such rates, if entirely collected, suffice to meet th<} liabihties of 
Lch townlauds, although in some instances, as in Galway and in Westport 
Unions, rates have been made veiy recently amounting to 5 s. in the pound 
and upwards. 

Under these circumstances the Commissioners apprehend it is not in their 
power, if it were equitable, to cause any part of the produce of those rates to 
be transferred to the credit of the newly-formed unions ; on the contrary, it is 
manifest that the excess of the debts over the assets must be raised by rates 
hereafter to be made in the new unions to pay off the residue of the liabilities 
of their respective townlands. 

The relief of the poor in the newly-formed unions now devolves upon the 
jxistices qualified to be ex-officio guardians until an elective Board can be con- 
stituted. and it is absolutely necessary that funds should be supplied to enable 
the administration of relief to be carried on in these new unions until rate.s 
can be prepared and signed by the authorities competent in that behalf. 

The Commissioners request therefore that their Lordships will be pleased 
to place at their disposal the following sums, being the estimated amount of 
what will be requisite to carry on the administration of reiief for one fortnight 
in each of the unions hereinafter named : 

I £. s. d. 



For the Ballina Union - 
„ BelmuUet Union 

„ Killala Union 

„ Dromore West Union - 
„ Bantry Union - 

„ Castletown Union 

„ Skibhereen Union 

„ Skull Union 

„ Clonakilty Union 

„ Westport Union 

„ Newport Union - 

„ Oughterard Union 



350 - - 
200 - - 
IGO - - 
90 - - 
90 - - 
30 - - 
220 - - 
100 - - 
80 - - 
220 - - 
80 - - 
]00 - - 



£. i 1,720 - - 



— No. 79. 
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No. 79. 



No. 8o. 



~ No. 79. 



Treasury Minute; dated 12th October 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners in Ireland, that my Lords have had 
before them their two letters, dated 8th instant, in the first of which they 
recommend thiit the sum of 1,720/. should be gTantecl from the rate-in-aid to 
the following unions, as newly constituted : Balliiia, Belraullet, Killala, Dro- 
more West, Bantry, Castletown, .Skibbereen, Skull, CTonakilty, WestpoiT, 
Newport, and Oughterard, being the expenditure of those unions for one fort- 
night, on the ground that in adjusting the liabilities of the townlands affected 
by the change, the outstanding- rates must be appropriated to the discharge of the 
liabilities of such townlands ; and in the second they request that the further 
sum of 7(50 /. may be placed at their disposal, for the use of the Castlebar and 
Westport Unions, principally, as would appear from the correspondence en- 
closed by the Commissioners, on the ground that in accordance with the 
second section of 12 Viet. c. 24, one moiety of all lodgments of rates must be 
paid to the credit of tlie rate-in-aid until the whole sum leviable on each 
electoral division shall have been paid. 

In reply, my Lords desire that the Poor Law Commissionei-s may be 
reminded of the strict injunctions which have been given by tliis Board, that 
the advances authorised to be made by Parliament on the credit of tiie rate-in- 
aid, were to be confined to the relief of imminent and pressing destitution ; and 
they cannot admit that the circumstance of particular districts being transferred 
from one union to another furnishes any sufficient ground for a departure 
from this principle. My Lords do not, therefore, feel themselves justified in 
appropriating any portion of the sums which have been placed at their 
(lisj)osal by Parliament to the liquidation of the debts of the transferred 
townlands. The adjustment proposed by the Poor Law Commissioners is, 
that the produce of the uncollected rates in these townlands should be em- 
ployed in discharging their previous liabilities, and that the cost of the current 
administration of relief should be defrayed out of the rate-in-aid ; and as this 
arrangement would virtually throw the payment of the debts upon the rate-in- 
aid, my Lords cannot give their sanction to it, 

It would, however, be obviously inexpedient to retain sums paid to the credit 
of the rate-in-aid by unions whic^, in consequence of such withdrawal of their 
means, would require assistance for the relief of their destitute poor ; and my 
Lords will therefore be prepared, on receiving specific applications from the 
Poor Law Commissioners, to direct the Paj'master of Civil Services to issue to 
the Commissioners the sums paid by such distressed unions into the Bank of 
Ireland, to the credit of the rate-in-aid, or such portion of them as may be 
required, in order that the several amounts may be repaid to the unions from 
which they had been respectively received. 

Observe, in conclusion, that with the exception of the sums reissued, as 
above, to distressed unions, the produce of the rate-in-aid must be applied, in 
the first instance, to the repayment of the advances made under the authority 
of Parliament on the credit of this fund ; and, in the meantime, the only fund 
which remains at the disposal of this Board for the relief of extreme distress, 
or the payment of expenses connected with the treatment of cholera patients, 
is the balance of the sum of 150,000 1. authorised by the Act 12 & 13 Viet, 
c. 53, to be advanced on the credit of the rate-in-aid, which balance amounts to 
about 1 5,000 1. 



-No. 80. - 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Treveltjan dated 
17tli October 1849. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your Tetter of the 1 3th instant, stating that 
the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury cannot admit the circum- 
stance 
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stance of districts being transferred from one union to another affords a suffi- 
cient ground for assistance from the advances at the disposal of their Lordships, 
but intimating the -willingness of their Lordships to permit the contributions to 
the rate-in-aid received from the distressed unions to be returned to those 
unions on specific applications from the Commissioners in each case. 

This decision of their Lordships makes it necessary for the Commissioners to 
enter into a more particular statement of the circumstances in which each of 
the unions adverted to is placed. 

M’ith regard to Westport, -wliere a new rate has just been put into collection, 
the Commissioners think that the proposed retransmission of the sums paid 
over by tho M'estport treasurer to the Paymaster of Civil Sendees on account 
of the rate-in-aid, will remove much of the difficulty felt by the Commissioners 
on account of the new union of Newport, which is wholly composed of town- 
lands detached from M'estport Union, as the Commissioners will have it in 
their power, with their Lordships’ approval, to direct a part of those sums to 
be applied to the use of the Newq-)ort Union. The same result will arise as to 
the new union of Oughterard, which is formed partly from Ballinrobe and 
partly from Galway, in each of which a new rate has lately been made, subject 
to the provisions of the Rate-in-Aid Act. The same relief will likewise become 
available for the new union of Castletown, by means of a rate which has 
recently been made in Bantry Union. 

The case is different, however, in respect to the group of unions which may 
be called the Ballina group, in which there are some considerable arrears of 
outstanding rates, about 6,000 1., and in which no rates have yet been made 
subject to the provisions of the Rate-in-Aid Act. The new unions situate iu 
this group are Belmullet, Killala, and Droraore West. These three unions ai’e 
entirely destitute of funds, and until rates be made by the newly constituted 
authorities, must be provided with assistance, or the destitute poor must cease 
to be relieved; and so urgent has been the necessity of tlie case, that the 
Commissioners had no alternative but to avail themselves of a balance of 
400 1 . already appropriated to other purposes, and remit that sum to the 
inspector of Ballina Union for the immediate relief of the poor. 

Of the outstanding rates remaining uncollected within the limits of the old 
Ballina Union, the Commissioners trust that some considerable part may at 
this season be collected ; but, as already stated in their letter of the 8th instant, 
no part of those rates, when lodged with the treasurer of the Ballina Union, 
can be made available for the use of the new unions of Belmullet, Killala, and 
Dromore West. The debts of the Ballina Union on the 29th September last 
exceeded 20,000 1., due in great part to conti’actors for provisions, some of 
whom have already judgments, and others are in a position to sue the guardians, 
and one creditor has already placed all the chattel property of the guardians 
under seizure. Under these circumstances the Commissioners are unable, as 
stated in their letter of the 8th instant, to cause any part of the rates lodged 
since the time of change to be transferred from the Ballina treasurer to the use 
of the new unions ; inasmuch as the right of action of the creditors is against 
the guardians of the altered Ballina Union only, and could not be maintained 
in law against the new corporate bodies of Belmullet, Killala, and Dromore 
West, and the fransference therefore of funds from Ballina to the new unions 
would deprive the creditors of their legitimate security. 

Since the date of their letter of the 8tli instant, the Commissioners have 
obtained the joint advice of Her Majesty’s Attornq'-generffi and Solicitor- 
general for Ireland on the points raised in the following queries, and they now 
submit to their Lordships the opinion of the advisers of the Crown on this 
subject : 

“ If the guardians of the altered Ballina Union be answerable in their corpo- 
rate capacity for all the debts contracted before the time of change, the Com- 
missioners request your opinion on the following points : 

“ 1. Whether the outstanding rates “ We are of opinion that the new 
should not be all lodged with the trea- Ballina Union will be responsible to 
surer of the Ballina Union?” the creditors for all debts due. and 

that to enable them to meet those en- 
gagements they are entitled to the 
outstanding rates, which, as they are 

0.44. ^ L 2 collected 
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collected, should be lodged with the 
treasurer of the Ballhia Union.” 

“ '2. Whether the Commissioners be- “As the debts of the Union exceed 
fore the adjustment of the liabilities of the amount of the outstanding rates, 
the townlands separated from the Bal- we do not think the Commissioners 
lina Union, would be justified in trans- would be justified in transferring to 
ferring to the use of the new unions, the use of any of the new unions any 
comprisingthose townlands, anyportion of the outstanding rates, We think all 
of theproceeds of theoirtstandingrates ; the outstanding rates belong to the Bal- 
or, would the proper course be, first, to lina Union, which are to be applied, so 
adjust those liabilities, and then to far as they will extend, in reducing the 
transfer to the treasurer of the new liabilities of the union, the balance to 
union, to be placed to the credit of be adjusted by the Commissioners be- 
each townland, the- balance which may tween all the unions according to their 
be due to it, after liquidating its share respective liabilities. These sums when 
of the liabilities ?” levied by the new unions must be paid 

over to the Ballina Union, and we 

“ On the other hand, if the guar- think the creditors would be entitled 
dians of the altered Ballina Union be to compel the different unions to do 
not liable to the creditors for all the so.” 
debts contracted before the time of 
change, the following questions appear 
to arise : 

“( 1 .) Will the creditors have any, “We think the creditors have aright 
and,if sOjWhatremedyagainsltheguar- to have the sum assessed on the new 
dians of the new unions, now for the unions levied and applied in payment 
fii'sf time constituted, for the recovery of their debts.” 
oftliatportionofthesuins due to them 
which they cannot recover from the 
guardiaiisof the ulteredBallinaUnion?” 

“ (2.) Would the Commissioners, un- “ But we do not think the Commis- 
der this supposition, be justified in at sioners would be justified in causing 
once causing a portion of so much of any portion of the outstanding rates 
the outstanding rates as may be col- to be applied to the use of such new 
lected after the time of change to be unions.” 
applied to the use of each of the new 
unions?” 

(signed) “ Jame^ H. Monahan. 

John Hatchell." 

The necessary result of the above view of the case of the Ballina group of 
unions is, that until rates can be made by the guardians, assistance tnust be 
provided for the relief of the destitute poor in those unions. 

The same observations, and the same results, apply to the Skibbereen group 
of unions, including the new unions of Skull and Clonakilty, except that the 
debts of the Skibbereen Union ai’e by lio means so heavy as those of Ballina; 
but as no rate has yet been made at Skibbereen, subject to the provisions of 
the Rate-in-Aid Act, the relief which might otherwise, according to the recant 
decision of their Lordships, he derived by retransmission of part of the Skib- 
bereen contribution to the rate-in-aid for the use of the Skull and Clonakilty 
Unions cannot be made available. 

Until, therefore, rates can be made in the new unions some assistance will 
be required, and in default thereof the destitute poor must, for a time, cease to 
be relieved. 

The Commissioners forwai'd herewith copies of reports this day received 
from the inspector and vice-guardians of Ballina Union, showing the extreme 
urgency of the case, and the imminent danger of all relief being discontinued 
in that union if remittances are not immediately made. 

The reports received from the inspector and vice-guardians of the union of 
Scariff are such as lead the Commissioners to apprehend that in this union 
also an immediate stoppage of the supply of provisions by the contractors 
will take place if advances be not .continued. 

At Castlebar the retransmission of a part of the sums contributed from 
thence to the Rate-in-Aid Fund will shortly become available for the relief of 

that 
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that uniou, but at present no payments appear to have been made from Castle- 
bar to the Pa}'master of Ciril Sei’vices ; and the Commissioners ai’e not, there- 
fore, in a condition to apply to their Lordships for power to retransfer anv part 
of such sums. 

Tiie same observation applies to the several cases of Westport, Newport, 
Oughterard, Bantiy and Castletown, where rates have been made subject to 
the provisions of the Rate-in-Aid Act, and where, as already stated, the course 
pointed out by their Lordships will in a short time provide the means of relief ; 
but at present there are no funds in the hands of the Paymaster of Ciril Ser- 
vices derived from Westport, Galway, andBantry Unions, whicii can be made 
available in the manner suggested. 

The Commissioners, under these circumstances, have no alteniative but to 
repeat their application of the 8th instant for the sum of 2,460 and they 
most earnestly and urgently entreat from their Lordsliips a favourable con- 
sideration of their request to be supplied with the means of affording assist- 
ance, to that extent, to the distressed unions above named. 

¥ 



Enclosures in No. 80. 

Ballina, Dromore West, Killala, Belmullet Unions. 

Sir, Ballina, 16 October 1849. 

I TRANSMIT herewith an estimate for the week ending 27th instant for the Ballina 
Union as at present constituted ; the estimated collection will not be available towards 
providing for tlie necessary supplies, in consequence of the number of outstanding cheques 
oil the union treasurer. 

I think the sum estimated by me in my letter of the 13th insiant, viz. 400/. for the 
entire district comprised in the funner Ballina Union, will be tolerably accurate. 

I annex a letter (A.) which I have tiiis moment received from ihe contractor for meal for 
in-door and out-door relief ; you will perceive that he refuses to furnish any further supplies 
witliout a "uarantee fiom me. I am not in a position to make tiny promise whatever ; 
therefore there intisi, for the present, be an end of all relief in the unions muued in the 
mnrain. 

1 send a return of the number relieved in these unions; the out-door relirf reiurns for 
two of the new electoral divisions in the Ballina Union, and for the new unions of Dromore 
West and Killala have not yet been received. 

I presume the contractor for the Belmullet Union will likewise cease to supply that dis- 
trict, but I have not received any communication from that gentleman. 

I shall not leave Ballina for Killala until after post-hour on Thursday, in case of there 
beina' any communication from you respecting the very critical situation of the poor of the 
unions, for which the Commissioners have applied for advances. 

I have, &c. 

W. Stanley, Esq., &c. &c. &c. (signed) W. J. Hamilton. 



•0.44- 
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Ballina, Dromore 
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BALLINA UNION. 



ITEJfS 

of 


I. Estimate of 
Expemliture and Colleetion 
for tbc Woefc 

oniling 27 Oetobor 1840, i. 


II. Actual Expanses Incurred ' 

and actual Coilccticm of tlie 
latest Week for which tiio Accounts ■ 
are mado up, being tiie Week \ 

ended 0 Cvtobcr 1840, a. 

1 

1 


III. Dlffcreuco between^ 
tbe Estimate made I 
for tbe Expenses and 
tlie CullectioD of tlic I 
Week siiown in No. II.,' 
and tile actual j 

espouses .incl ColleclionJ 


IV. Observations. 


EXPEN UITUBE. 
I. 


Estimated 
Nuenbers 
in tbe 
IVorkliouse. 


1 Estimated 
Numbers 
1 on tiic 
; Out-Eolief 
; Lists. 

; 3. 


Total Cost 
for 

tbe Week. 
4. 


Numbers 
in the 
Workhouse. 

5. 


Numbers 
on tlie 
Oot-Rellef 
Lists. 

6. 


Total Cost 
for 

the Week. 
' 7. 


Of 

Estimate. 


Deftcieney 

of 

Estimate. 






j 


£. s. d. 






£. 5. d. 








1. lu-iuaiutenance 


3,500 ' 




182 18 4 


2,402 




125 12 8 ; 


- 


- 


The estimate 
forvveek ending 


2. Out-rclief 




2,000 1 


56 5 - 




3,904 


113 17 4 ; 


— 


“ 


27th October, 
and expenses for 


;i. fever hospitals 




* 


25 - - 


* 


- 


24 3 1|: 


— 


— 


week ended 0th 


4. Establishment 


1 


■ 


76 - - 






69 7 0 


— 


— 


made out for the 


Cholera 




- 








47 16 - 


- ' 


- 


asatpresentcon- 
stituted : no re- 
turns being for- 
warded from 

Belmullet, Kil- 


0. Total - £. 
(]. Deduct esti- 


■ i 


- 


290 3 4 






380 16 




- 


mated collection 
7. Excess of 5 


1 




200 - - 




■ 


146 C 7J 






lnIa,or Droniore 
West Unions. 


over 6 


■ -i 


■ 


90 3 4 






234 10 - 


— 


— 





Note No. 4. — ^Tlie estaljJishment expengos for the woeh ended 6th October 1849, a, consisted of the following items ; 



Salaries 

Rent 

Printing 

Coffins 

Factory 

Building 



£. *. d. 
40 - - 



- 7 6 

1 - - 

20 - - 



Ths estimated establishment expenses for the week ending 27th October 1849, h, consist of the i'ollowing items : 



Salaries 

Rent 

Building 

Printing 

Coffins 

Factory 



£. J. 
40 - 
G - 
16 - 



d. 



16 October 1849. 



(signed) 



John C. Waters, ) 
Stew. JJ. TresHian, ^ 



Vice-Guardians. 



(A.) 

Sir, Ballina, 16 October 1840. 

I DEG leave to decline delivering any orders addressed to me as contractor for this week, 
as I am already owed n considerable sura, unless yon give me a guanmtee that the week’s 
supplies will be paid for. I regret being obliged to refuse, but without payments weekly, 
as promised in your advertisement, my means will not enable me to supply. 

I have, &c. 

Captrfiii Hamilton, (signed) W. J. llandlei/. 

Governuieut Inspector, 
fee. &.C. 
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BALLINA UNION. 



NUMBER of PEasoNS who received Relief in the Union during the Seven Dnys preceding 
Saturday the 13th of October 1849. 



RELIEVED AND CHARGEABLE TO 


la tliG 
Workliouse. 


Oat of 

tlic Wotkliouae. 


TOTAL. 


Ardagil - - - Electoral Division 


61 


57 


118 


Ardnaree, North - 


. . 


31 


113 


144 


Ardnaree, South - 




90 


203 


338 


Attymass, East - 


» ■ 


10 


80 


96 


.Attymass, West - 


11 J) ■ * 


0 


45 




Ballioa ... 




38S 


534 


872 


Ballysokeeiy - - 




117 


■ ■ 


- - Mr. Kirkwood 
did not send in his 
return. 


Bunareela- - • 


» « * * 


5 


20 


05 


Currowmore - • 


„ ■ 


37 


61 




CrossiMolina, North 




22 






Crossmoluia, South 


„ „ . . 


183 


584 


767 


Deel .... 


„ . . 


51 


2 R 0 




Derry - - - - 


„ . . 


31 


160 


131 


Fortlaad - - - 


» 11 • ■ 


78 


31 




Kelgarvan - - 




31 


07 


128 


Letterbriek - - 




4 


99 




Mountfalcon - - 


•1 „ - - 


33 


140 




Rathoma - - - 


>1 .1 ■ - 


43 




- - Mr, Kirkwood 
did not send in his 


Sallymonnt - - 




16 


138 




Shroheen - - - 




13 


82 


97 










The relievinrr 


Killala Union • 








oHicers oi the new 


Belmuitet Union 








unions have not 


Union at Large 


Total - - - - 
. 


102 

2,471 




sentin their return 
this week. 



(By Order.) 

(signed) Patrick 31‘h^v.liy, 

Clerk of the Union. 



Ballina Union. 



PalliDa, 16 October 1849. 

We have the honour to inform you, for the infonnation of the Poor Law Commissioners 
that, at the suggestion of Mr. Piouike, poor law inspector, the several rate collectors have 
been directed to lodge all the rates collected since 29ili ultimo on depo.sit receipts until 
arrangements are made for their proper apportionment to the differeiitunions heretofore con- 
stituting a portion of this, which circumstance has prevented us from being able to pay off 
a portion of the outstanding cheques, which were drawn for expenses incurred in the union 
as previously constituted; there is also due on foot of estimate, for weeks endino- 22 d and 
29th September, after deducting the amount of rates collected, a sum of 548 f. 9 s. 2 d 
which we had calculated on receiving from the Commissioneis. ' ‘ 



If some arrangements be not made forthwith to enable us to draw on those amounts we 
must unavoidably have many cheques outstanding on the 1 st of November. 



William Stanley, Esq. 
&c. &c. &c. 
Dublin. 



We are, &c. 

(signed) John D. TPafm,q 
5. R. Tresiliaii, J 



Vice-Guardians. 



L4 



— No. 81. — 
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— No. 81. — 

Treasury Minute; dated 22d October 1849. 

No. 8i. Write to the Poor Law Commissioners in Ireland that my Lords have had 

before them their letter, dated I7th instant, transmitting a copy of an opinion 
of the law officers of the Crown in Ireland, in support of the view taken by 
the Commissioners that the rates outstanding in the new unions at the time of 
the change must be entirely appropriated in paying the debts of those unions, 
and cannot be employed in maintaining the destitute poor, and also their letters 
dated 18th, 19th. and 20th instant, repi'esenting the necessity which exists for 
immediate advances being made to the Ballina and Scariff Unions. 

State that it must be obvious to the Commissioners that they ought to have 
ascertained whether the Treasury would or could make advances from the rate-in- 
aid for the purpose of maintaining the destitute poor in the new unions without 
any assistance from the local rates outstanding at the time of the change, 
before they subjected the persons in the receipt of relief in those unions to 
actual danger of starvation, not because rates could not be raised in the sevei*al 
electoral divisions, but owing to the position in which, according to their inter- 
pretation of the law, the Poor Law Commissioners had placed those parts of 
the country. 

In order to enable the Poor Law Commissioners to meet the pressing demands 
which this course of proceeding has brought upon them , my Lords have directed 
the sum of 2,000 /. to be advanced to them out of the balance of about 1 5,000 1 . 
x*eiuaining of the sum of 150,000 1. authorised by the Act 12 & 13 Viet. c. 63, 
to be advanced on the credit of the rate-in-aid; but my Lords desire that the 
Poor Law Commissioners may be informed that this advance is made to pre- 
serve life, and relieve the Commissioners from the possible consequences of 
their own conduct, and that it is not to be understood as implying any con- 
currence on the. paa't of this Board in the view taken by the Commissioners. 

Their Lordships cannot prevent or undo what has been done, but they feel 
it to be their duty to warn the Poor Law (.’omiuissioners not to take any further 
measures which would be attended with results similar to those which have 
now occurred. 

My Lords must require that rates be forthwith levied and applied to the 
maintenance of the poor in all the unions, and portions of unions, for which 
assistance is now required. It is stated in the Commissioners’ letter, dated 
17th instant, that in the Ballina grouji of unions no rates have yet been made 
subject to the provisions of the Rate-in-Aid Act, and that the new unions of 
Belmullet, Killala, and Dromore West, situated in this group, are entireh' 
destitute of funds, and until rates be made by the newly constituted authorities, 
must be provided with assistance, or the destitute poor must cease to be relieved. 
It is also stated in the same letter that no rate has recently been struck in the . 
Skibbereen Union. 

It is also necessary that the declaratioji of more new unions should be sus- 
pended wherever any difficulty exists in applying the current produce of the 
rates in maintaining the destitute poor, in the same way as it would be apjdied 
if no change of boundaries took place. 

As the case and opinion, copies of which are embodied in the letter of thO' 
Poor Law Commissioners, dated 1 7th instant, is, as reported to my Lords, in- 
consistent with itself, their Lordships will not refer further to it. 



— No. 82. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan \ dated 
31st October 1849. 

No. 82. The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 

Ireland have received your letter of the 22d instant, conveying, by command 
of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, their Lordships’ disap- 
proval 
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proval of the conduct of the Commissioners in proceeding to declare certain 
new unions in pursuance of the reports of the Boundary Commissioners with- 
out first ascertaining “ whether the Treasury would or could mahe advances 
from the Rate-in-Aid, for the purpose of maintaining the destitute poor in the 
new unions without any assistance from the local rates outstanding at the time 
of change.” 

In reply, the Commissioners feel called upon to state the grounds on which 
they have proceeded in declaring new unions in Ireland. 

On the 17th March 1848, a Commission issued under Her Majesty’s sign 
manual to the present Boundary Commissioners, directing them to inquire and 
report what alterations might be beneficially made in the number and boun- 
daries of poor law unions and electoral divisions in Ireland, having due regard 
to the extent, population, and valuation of such unions and electoral divisions 
respectively. 

On the 1st of February last, the Boundary Commissioners addressed to Her 
Majesty their first Report, containing a statement of the new unions which they 
proposed to be established in Ireland, amounting in the whole to fifty. This 
report was transmitted to the Commissioners by Secretary Sir George Grey on 
the 6th i'chruary 1849. 

On the Sth June 1849, the Report of the Committee of the House of Com- 
mons of that date contamed the following resolution ; — “ That the principle of 
the suggestions contained in the Report of the Boundary Commissioners is cal- 
culated to lead to a convenient and desmable re-arrangement of unions and 
electoral divisions.” 

The Sth paragraph of the Report of the Committee of the House of Lords 
on Irish Poor Law, is in the following terms ; — 

“That the Committee are of opinion that a rearrangement should he made 
of electoral divisions on the principles successfully and beneficially adopted in 
the province of Ulster, on the principles also proposed by the Boundary Com- 
mission, and in conformity with the spirit of the original instructions of the 
Poor Law Commissioners, as referred to in the Boundary Report.” 

With these facts before them the Commissioners themselves felt the gi-eat 
importance of earning out the proposed measures so soon as they should re- 
ceive in each case the final Report and recommendation of the Boundar)- Com- 
missioners. 

On the. 22d August last the Commissioners forwarded to Sir George Grey a 
copy of a letter addressed by them to the Boundary Commissioners requesting 
that they might receive information as to the unions which would be finally re- 
ported upon before the 10th September. The Commissioners subsequently re- 
ceived from Sir George Grey the 2d Report made to Her Majesty by the Boun- 
dary Commissioners, containing their final recommendations with respect to 
certain new unions, and they received a subsequent commumcation, dated 2/th 
September, conveying Sir George Grey’s approval of the course proposed with 
reference to the declaration of the new unions of Belmullet, Killala, and Skull, 
included in that report. As the 3d and 4th Reports of the Boundary Commis- 
sioners containing further recommendations of new unions and electoral divi- 
sions were not completed sufficiently soon to allow of the Commissioners re- 
ceiving the formal instructions of Sir George Gre)' previous to the 29th Sep- 
tember, they would have been unable to avail themselves of those rejjorts at 
that period had they not received in a letter from Mr. Kedington, dated 28th 
September, the express commands of bis Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
authorising them to proceed to declare the new unions included in those reports 
upon receiving the final recommendations of theBoundarv' Commissioners, and 
without waiting for their formal transmission through the Home Office. 

The difficulties which might probably he found to attend the formation of 
some of the proposed new unions, arising from the embarrassed condition of 
the existing unions from which they were to be separated, had previously oc- 
curred to the Commissioners, and they drew the attention of Her Majesty’s 
Government to the subject upon severi occasions. 

By reference to the correspondence on distressed unions presented to Parlia- 
ment in May 1849, it will be seen that the Commissioners in their letter on the 
3lst March, addressed to Sir George Grey, expressly called attention to the diffi- 
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culty ■which would arise on the formation of new unions in consequence of the 
great amount of the debts in the distressed districts. 

So recently as the 24th August last, the Commissioners, in reply to theii* 
Lordships’ inquiry, whether in their opinion any portion of the Rate-in-Aid 
Fund for the year ending 3 1 st December 1 849, might be advantageously applied 
to the purposes of emigration, expressed their intention to declare new unions 
and electoral divisions on the 29th September, and pointed out the probability 
that after their formation some delay might take place before the necessary 
machinery could he matured to enable rates to be made on the newly formed 
areas of taxation. The Commissioners at the same time submitted to tlieir 
Lordships’ consideration -whether it might not be expedient to reserve any avail- 
able surplus of the Rate-in-Aid Fund for the purpose of affoi’ding assistance in 
any emergencies which might arise in the change of boundaries, so as to enable 
the Commissioners to effect safely and expeditiously a transition, from which 
much advantage was hoped to be obtained in the future administration of the 
poor law. In reply to that communication their Lordships, on the 13th Septem- 
ber, observed, that looldng to the small balance remaining which the Treasury 
was authorised to advance on tlie credit of the rate-in-aicl, and the probable 
demands on that fund of a more pressing nature, their Lordships did not feel 
they would be justified in authoifising any expenditure for the purpose of emigra- 
tion at that time. 

The Commissioners beg respectfully to observe, that under these circumstances 
they had no reason to doubt the willingness of their Lordships to afford such 
assistance from the Rate-in-Aid Fund as might be necessary to provide for the 
administration of relief in some of the new unions pending the interval neces- 
sary to make and collect rates therein. 

With reference to means at tlie disposal of their Lordships for providing the 
amount required for this purpose, the Commissioners have to observe that as 
the payment of the entire amount of the rate-in-aicl, even in the most dis- 
tressed districts, is absolutely secured by the provisions of the Rate-in-Aid Act, 
and as their Lordships are authorised by the 3d section of that Act, if they 
shall so think fit, to apply to the relief of the destitute poor the monies lodged 
to the account of the Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland, amounting at the 
preseni time to 34,255 /., there will be at the disposal of their Lordships, in 
addition to the yet unapplied balance of the sum of 250,000 1. to be advanced 
on the credit of the rate-in-aid, a further sum exceeding 70,000 /., of the whole 
of which their Lordships will be enabled -within a short period to dispose with- 
out affecting the security whicli their Lordships possess for the repayment in full 
of tbe advances authorised by Parliament. 

The Commissioners think it proper to observe to their Lordships that the 
difficulty now existing -with reference to some of the new unions on account of 
the debts due by the unions from wliich they have been formed would arise in 
another and still more embarrassing shape if the provisions of the Acts for the 
Relief of the Poor authorised the Commissioners to transfer to the guardians 
of these new unions in their corporate capacity a portion of the liabilities which 
press upon the former unions. At the present time the creditors of several of 
the more distressed unions, perceiving no prospect of the settlement of their 
claims, are resorting to the powers which they legally possess, and have adopted 
a course which makes it difficult, and may ultimately render it impossible, to 
continue the administration of in-door relief in those unions. 

In Ballina the Commissionei-s reported to their Lordships on the l/th instant 
the probability of a sale of the workhouse effects shortly taking place in that 
union. The Commissioners have since learned that the sheriff has sold all the 
moveable property in the Ardnaree auxiliary workhouse of that union at a 
great sacrifice, and that he was to proceed to a sale of the furniture, &c., in the 
Ballina workhouse on the 30th instant, and in the houses at Beimullet on the 
31st instant. 

In Scariff the Commissioners have been informed that the furniture, bedding, 
and clothing are about to be sold by the sheriff, under an execution issued at 
suit of one of the creditors, and that the sheriff already seized the provisions 
intended for the inmates, on their passage into the workhouse, which, however, 
were bought in by one of tbe contractors who is still suppljdng food to the vice- 
guardians. 

It is worthy of remark that in neither of these cases has the execution of 

legal 
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legal process in the workhouses taken place in consequence of the formation of 
new unions. At Scariff their Lordships are aware that no new union has been 
yet formed, while at Ballina it appeal's to be a favourable circumstance that the 
three new unions formed are not liable to be wholly deprived of the power of 
administering relief by the disastrous proceedings taken at the suit of the 
creditors. It is to be mentioned, however, that the auxiliary workhouses in Bel- 
mullet Union will shortly be dismantled of the furniture, bedding, clothing, 
and other articles necessary to the subsistence of the inmates, which were under 
seizure at the time of the alterations, but in this case the Commissioners have 
caused the best provision in their power to he made, by placing at the disposal 
of the Belmuliet Board a considerable remittance from the sum of 2,000 I. 
named in your letter of the 22 d instant, for the purpose of buying in what it 
may be absolutely necessary for them to retain for the use of the inmates. 

The Commissioners desire to add, for their Lordships’ information, that the 
period during which the new unions in this case will require assistance before 
they can make rates is not likely to he of long duration. The rates upon the 
altered electoral divisions of the new Ballina Union are, as the Commissioners 
believe, already in a forward state of preparation for signature b)^ the Board of 
Guardians, which will be elected to-morrow ; and in the unions of Belmuliet, 
Killala, and Dromore West, rates will be made as soon as the election of the 
guardians shall be completed. 

The Commissioners have already placed before their Lordships, in their let- 
ters of the 10th and 19th instant, full information as to the proceedings which 
they have adopted to effect the adjustment of the liabilities of the townlands 
affected by any change of the boundaries of unions and electoral divisions, and 
their Lordships will have seen that in the process of that adjustment the Com- 
missioners have, in pursuance of the prorlsions of the statute, charged every 
towniand with its share of the liabiHties at the time of change, giving it credit 
for its share likewise of the assets available to meet those liabilities, and have 
likewise provided a system of procedm'c by which the liquidation of those 
accounts may finally be conducted to a close without prejudicing, as the statute 
forbids the Commissioners to do, the rights of third persons, in respect of 
contracts entered into previously to the alterations. It was in the execution of 
this difficult task that the Commissioners resorted, as they felt bound to do, to 
the law officers of the Crown in Ireland, for their advice regarding certain points 
of extreme importance, on the solution of which the form of their adjusment 
orders in great measure depended ; and it is right to add, that when the}' did 
so they had not received any intimation of their Lordships’ views on the subject 
of assisting the new unions, other than that addressed to them on the 13th 
September; the case was, in fact, submitted to counsel on the 12 th instant, and 
on receiving their Lordships’ views, conveyed in your letter of the 13th instant, 
the Commissioners deemed it right to communicate to their Lordships the 
opinion which they had received from the responsible advisers of the Crown in 
Ireland. 

With reference to the observations of their Lordships on the queries put to 
counsel, and their answers given to those queries, as set forth in the Commis- 
sioners’ letter of the l;th instant, the Commissioners deem it right to state that 
they are still acting upon the advice which they have received, and they are 
not aware of any grounds which would justify them in departing from the 
course which they have taken in pursuance of that advice. 

Their Lordships have been pleased to address the Commissioners in terms 
condemnatory of their conduct in tliis matter ; such a censure would be 
doubly painful to the Commissioners if they felt that it had beeu well merited ; 
but the Commissioners feel that they have only been dischai-giug their proper 
duty in carrying out the views of Her Majesty’s Government, as expressed to 
them on various occasions. 

The Commissioners think it proper distinctly to point out to their Lurdsbips, 
that as there will probably not arise a case wiiere, at vi-hatever period an altera- 
tion of boundaries in the distressed districts may take place, a difficulty will 
not exist in applying the current rates to the maintenance of the destitute, the 
effect of their Lordships’ direction to suspend the declaration of new unions 
where’rer such a difficulty may exist, will be to postpone indefinitely any fur- 
ther action in reference to the reconstruction of poor la%v unions in those 
districts which the Boundary Commissioners have considered as most urgently 
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requiring their attention ; and that direction being at variance with the instruc- 
tions above refen-ed to, it is necessary that the Commissioners should make 
known to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and Sir George Grey, the objec- 
tions which exist on the part of their Lordships to the Commissioners continuing 
to carry out the recommendations of the Boundary Commissioners. 



Treasury Minute; dated 6th November 1849. 

No. «3. Write to the Poor Law Commissioners in Ireland that my Lords fully 

concur in the importance of forming new unions in Ii’eland, and they have 
never expressed or entertained any doubt upon this subject; but it never was 
contemplated by Her Majesty’s Government, or bj’ Parliament, that in adoj^ting 
measures for that purpose any charge, for the ordinary maintenance of the 
poor would be thrown either upon the Treasury or upon the proceeds of the 
rate- in -aid. 

My Lords have always thought that in tlie distressed districts of Ireland the 
whole produce of the rate-in-aid levied therein would be required for the 
reief of the destitute in the unions of those districts, as they have alreadv 
intimated to the Poor Law Commissioners in a letter from this Board dated the 
1 3th ultimo, but they never contemplated the application of the proceeds of the 
rate-in-aid levied in othei* parts of Ireland to the expenses of the ordinary 
relief of the poor. 

Nor did my Lords understand from the letter of the Poor Law Commissioners 
of the 24th of August, that such was the view entertained by them. They • 
received no intimation whatever of the opinion which is entertained by the 
Poor Law Commissioners, that no jjart of the former rates could legally be 
applied to the relief of present destitution till thev received the Commissioners’ 
letter of the 8th October. 

It is perfectly correct, as stated by the Commissioners, that in a letter of the 
24th of August, they stated that emergencies might arise during the change of 
boundaries, but my Lords certainly could not understand that by emergencies 
was meant the whole ordinary in-door and out-door relief of the poor in the 
transferred electoral divisions, until a new rate could be struck and levied. 
My Lords, in answer, stated their intention of reserving the remains of the 
250,000 1 . placed at their disposal by Parliament, for demands of a pressing 
nature, and they as little contemplated the possibility of this expression being 
considered as meaning the ordinary relief of the poor. 

My Lords were therefore utterly unprepaa'ed for the request contained in the 
Comnussioners' letter of the 8th of October, requesting an issue of money for 
this purpose in several unions, and still more for their letter of the 1 7th, stating 
that relief must cease in certain unions, unless my Lords complied with their 
request of i.ssuLng money for the purpose of defraying the ordinary weekly ex- 
penditure, and conveying to the Treasury the opinion of the law officers in 
Ireland on this subject. 

My Lords have no wish to interfere with or control the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners in the exercise of their important and arduous functions, rendered more 
exceedingly difficult by the present state of Ireland ; but the responsibility of 
issuing money from the Treasury, or from the proceeds of the rate-in-aid, rests 
not with the Poor Law Commissioners but with this Board; and it must 
therefore be obvious that a full communication of any circumstances in which 
they might have to exercise this responsibility ought to have been previously 
made to them ; and that the Poor Law Commissioners cannot have been justified 
in taking a step without the previous concurrence, and without even consulting 
my Lords, which, according to the views entertained by the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners, imposed upon the Treasury the absolute necessity of issuing money, 
whatever their opinion might be of the propriety of doing so, unless they were 
prepared to run the risk of the consequences of a total cessation of relief in 
certain districts in Ireland. 

My 
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My Lords do not tliink that any advantage would arise to the public service 
if they were to enter into a discussion of hypothetical cases. Without, however, 
admitting the force of that put by the Poor Law Commissioners, they fully 
admit that some of the cases stated actually to have occurred in some of the 
unions might have formed ground for a special application to the Treasury as a 
case of emergency, such as my Lords miglit have been prepared for by the 
letter of the Poor Law Commissioners dated the 24th of August ; but this is a 
very different case from the position laid down by the Poor Law Commissioners 
for general assistance. 

My Lords are glad to hear that measures are being taken for levjing rates in 
the new unions already declared at as early a period as possible. They are 
quite aware that the result of their directions is, if the view which the Poor Law 
Commissioners have taken of the case be correct, to suspend the declaration of 
new unions ; and they regret tliat such a construction should have been put 
\ipon the Act. 

My Lords sincerely regi*et that they should have felt themselves under the 
painful necessity of expressing their dissent from the view’s which have dic- 
tated the conduct of the Poor Law Commissioners in this matter ; but upon 
the most careful consideration of all that has passed, they can come to no 
other conclusion. 

The Treasury is by Parliament charged with the responsibility of directing 
the application both of the advances and of the proceeds of the rate-in-aid 
applicable to purposes of relief. 

These advances have hitherto only been applied in extreme and extraordinary 
cases ; cases of emergency, to use the words of the Poor Law Commissioners ; 
cases of a pressing nature, as stated in an.swer by the Treasury letter of 13th 
September. The proceeds of the rate-in-aid my Lords consider in precisely the 
same light as the advances made on the credit of the rate-iu-aid. 

It is therefore totally new and unprecedented to apply monies so arising to 
repay the ordinary expenses of electoral divisions ; and the question ought to 
have' been laid before my Lords, for their opinion, before any step was taken. 

The result has been that my Lords could in reality exercise no disci’etion at 
dl, as regarded certain electoral divisions ; and the Poor Law Commissioners 
must see that it is inconsistent \vith the most ordinary principles of conducting 
public business, that the department on whom the sole responsibibty rests 
should in fact have no option in arriving at a decision. 



— No. 84. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. JE. Trevelyan ; dated 
3d November 1849. 

Tee Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland desire to report to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
that they have applied the sum of 2,039 1. at their disposal, including the sum 
of 2,000 1. last authorised by their Lordships on the 22d ultimo, in the following 
manner : 



163’ have issued to the 
1 . Ballina Union 


. 


_ 




£. 

494 


s. 


d. 


2. BelmuUet Union - 


- 


- 


- 


555 


- 


- 


3. Killala Union 




- 


- 


80 


- 


- 


4. Dromore West Union - 


- 


- 


- 


50 


- 


- 


5. Skull Union - - - 


- 


- 


- 


50 


- 


- 


6 . Clonakilty Union - 


- 


- 


- 


40 


- 


- 


7. Castletown Union - 


- 


- 


- 


30 


- 


- 


8 . Oughterard Union - 


- 


- 


- 


50 


- 


- 


9. Newport Union 


- 


- 


- 


40 


- 


- 


10. Castlebar Union 


- 




- 


200 


- 


- 


11 . Scariff Union 


- 


■ 


- 


450 


- 


- 








£. 


2,039 


- 


- 
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The Commissioners respectfully request that their Lordships will place a 
further fund at the Commissioners’ disposal to enable them to afford relief to 
the following unions ; Ballina, Belmullet, Killala, Dromore West, Skull, and 
Clonaldlty, in which alterations of the boundaries have lately been effected, and 
in which rates have not yet been made on the newly-formed areas of taxation 
and in which there are not at present rates in collection from which sums 
could be reserved on account of the rate-in-aid, and be made available to such 
unions in accordance with their Lordships’ views, as expressed in your letter of 
the 13th ultimo. 

In four other unions, viz., Castletown, Oughterard, Newport, and Castlebar, 
the rates in course of collection are subject to the deduction on account of the 
rate-in-aid; and according to the last returns obtained, 32 W. had been paid 
from Castlebar to the Paymaster of Civil Services on that account, and 282 1. 
from Westport. 

The Commissioners feel it necessary at once to apply for funds for the pur- 
poses of the four unions in the Ballina district ; of the new unions of Skull and 
Clonakilty recently formed from Skibbereen Union, and of the Scariff Union; 
and they trust that their Lordships will favourably consider the circumstances 
of these unions, and place a sum of 1,000 1. at the Commissioners’ disposal, of 
which the Commissioners will issue so much from time to time as may appear 
absolutely necessary for the support of the poor in these unions. 

With respect to the union of Castlebar, the Commissioners request that of 
the sum already paid in on account of rate-in-aid, 200 1. may be placed at the 
Commissioners’ disposal, to meet any emei’gency likely to result from the 
embarrassments of that union. 

For Newport Union, the Commissioners request that a sum of 40 1. may be 
placed at their disposal out of the sum paid in by the Westport Union on 
account of the rate-in -aid. 

For Castletown and Oughterard Unions, the Commissioners defer for a short 
time any application, trusting that immediate lodgments on account of the 
rate-in-aid will enable them to apply for these unions in the same manner as 
for the Newport and Castlebar Unions. 

The Commissioners request their Lordships’ favourable consideration of this 
application for a total sum of 1,240 1., which they believe will be required for 
the immediate relief of the poor in the unions above mentioned. 

The Commissioners transmit herewith for their Lordships’ information 
extracts from the reports of the inspector and vice-guardians of the Scariff 
Union, showing the pressing nature of the difBculties attending the administra- 
tion of relief in that union. 



Enclosure 1, in No. 84. 

Scariff Union. 

Gentlemen, Killaloe, 20 October 1849. 

I HASTEN !o submit Cor your consideration the annexed letter from the resident maons- 
trate at Tulla, enclosing a copy of a letter addressed to him by the sub-sheriff of This 
county, advising him of an apprehended breach of the peace at Scariff, in consequence of 
his having received instructions lo seize and sell the furniture and provisions of the work- 
house. 

The proceedings in this case have been instituted at the suit of Mr. Usborne Limerick 
for a sum of 3,774/. due to him for meal; and I regret to say tiuu ihe vice-gnardiatis,' 
whose period of oiBce will expire on ihe 1st proximo, are totally unprovided with any 
means for liquidating, in part or whole, this heavy demand, and that I fear the very Gene- 
ral disti-ust of the new Board entertained by the creditors will render any form of muicable 
settlement extremely difficult, if not quite impracticable. 

I shall proceed lo Limerick in tlie morning, and do all that is in my power to effer:t nn 
arrangement with Mr. Usborne, but I have deemed it right to lose no time in acquaiutino- 
you with the present posture of affairs, as vveli as the apprehensions 1 em compelled to 
entertain on the subject. ^ 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) Wm. P. O'Brien 

Poor Law Inspector. 
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Enclosure 2, in No. 84. 



My dear Sir, EnaU, 26 October 1849. 

I EN CLOSE a copy of a letter I this day received from Mr. Tydd, the sub-siierift' of this Enel. 8, m No. 84. 
county; I shall of course attend at Scariff on next Tuesday, as requested, but 1 hope that 
something to prevent a sale may in the meantime be done; I have forwarded tire original 
to the Government. 

I expect to return from quarter sessions on to-morrow, or after. 

Yours, Sec. 

To W. P. O’Brien, Esq. (signed) John O’Brien, h. m. 

Poor Law Inspector. 



Enclosure 3, in No. 84. 

My dear Sir, Ennis, 25 October 1849. 

A N execution for a sum of 3,774 1 . has been delivered to me against the guardians of the End. 3, in No. 84. 
poorhouse of the ScarifF Union, and I have seized the furniture of the workhouse. I fear 
that in the execution of this the poor must be removed from the poorhouse, and the pro- 
visions in the house intended for their use must be seized and sold. 

Under these circumstances a breach of the peace is inevitable, and T slmli feel obliged by 
your having a large police force to protect me in the execution of my duty on Tuesday 
next. 

Yours, &c. 

John O’Brien, Esq., n. m. (signed) John Tydd, 

Sub-Sheriff. 

P. S. — Since writing the above I have been informed that I will be called on to seize the 
provisions, milk, and fuel immediately on being delivered at ihe workhouse daily. 



Enclosure 4, in No. 84. 

Scariff Union. 

Extract from Vice-Guardian’s Report; dated 27th October 1849. 

The sub-sberifF of the county sold the provisions supplied for tlie inmates of the work- Enel, 4, in No. 84. 
house to-day, under an execution taken out by Mr. Usborne, of Limerick, and he intends 
on Tuesday to sell the furniture, bedding, and clothing. The provisions were bought in by 
our contractor, but we understand Mr. Osborne intends to buy the furniture, Sec. 8tc. him- 
self, and to remove them to Limerick ; and if so, we shall be under the necessity of placing 
all the paupers on the out-door relief lists. 



Enclosure 5, in No. 84. 

Scariff Union. 

Extract from Mr. W. P. O'Brien’s Report; dated 2 November 1849. 

A DIFFICULTY of great magnitude encountered the new guardians on entering on their End. 5, in No. 84. 
duties, to which it is necessary that I should poiut your attention without loss of time, 
viz. the impossibility of procuring the necessary supplies of provisions for the workhouse, 
as well OB out-door relief. 

I had previously secured, by a careful application of the sums you had been able to 
place at iny disposal, a sufficient supply of Indian meal for the current week ; and the 
contractors for bread, milk, &c.,to whom large sums live due, have consented to continue, 
as at present, till the next oidinary day of meeting ; beyond that day I fear credit cannot, 
and will not, be given in any quarter. 

The large and liberal measure of relief that has been already extended to this union 
should debar the guardians, as a matter of fairness, from seeking further assistance at tiie 
present lime, were it not tliat, from circumstances wholly beyomi their control, they now 
stand in a peculiar position, from which no effort of theirs can in the least degree release 
them. 
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No. 85. 



No. 8(i. 



Teeasuky Minute ; dated 6 November 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners in Ireland that my Lords hare, in 
compliance with the request contained in their letter, dated 3d instant, directed, 
the following sums to be placed at their disposal : 

£.1,000 for the relief of distress in the Ballina, Belmullet, Killala, Dro- 
more West, Skull, Clonakiltj^, and Seariff Unions, from the balance of the sum 
of 1 50,000 L authorised by the Act 12 & 13 Viet c. 63, to be advanced on 
the credit of the rate-in-aid. 

£.200 for Castlebar Union, out of the sum already paid by that union on 
account of the rate-in-aid. 

£.40 for Newport Union, out of the sum similarly paid by the Westport 
Union. 

Let a warrant he prepared authorising the Paymaster-general to transfer to 
the credit of Deputy Commissary-general Dobre'e, at the Bank of Ireland, the- 
sum of 1,000 A out of the balance of the sum of 150,000 1. authorised by the- 
Act 12 k 13 Viet. c. 63, to be advanced to distressed unions in Ireland on the 
credit of the rate-in-aid. 

_ And instruct Deputy Commissary-general Dobree to hold the above-men- • 
tioned sum at the disposal of the Poor Law Commissioners, for the relief of 
distressed unions. 



— No 86. — 

'Jhe Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan-, dated 
19th November 1849. 

In forwarding the present requisition for further assistance to distressed 
unions in Ireland, the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland take the opportunity of endeavouring to place before 
the_ Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury the fullest information in 
their power as to the probable future wants of that class of unions which have 
either been newly formed altogether, or have been otherwise affected by the 
recent change of boundaries of unions and electoral divisions. 

V'ith the exception of the changes made in the Bandon, Dunmanway, and 
Macroom Unions, these operations have as yet been limited to the distressed: 
districts in the west and south-west of Ireland, and with the exception of the 
Bandon portion of the new Clonakilty Union, every one of the new unions as 
yet foi-med comprises a population of which the necessities have, during the 
last two years, been relieved to a large extent by extraneous assistance, the 
poor rates annually levied in the electoral divisions, which formerly comprised 
that population, not being adequate to the purpose. 

Although the prospects of the ensuing year present some favourable circum- 
stances in comparison with those of the year just concluded, the Commissioners 
could not at any time anticipate that the districts referred to would not 
require considerable assistance in the spring and summer of next year, whether 
such districts were or were not affected by a change of boundaiies'j and it does 
not appear to the Commissioners that in consequence of the change of 
boundaries the whole amount of assistance which may be required will be 
increased, although without doubt the time of change has had* the effect of 
determining the time of applying a portion of the required assistance. Thus 
in the Ballina group of unions the rate-books had been prepared for new rates, 
and those rates would have been made some weeks since, and have now been 
in course of collection, had not a change of boundaries been effected on the 
29th September last, before the rates were signed ; and the postponement of 
the rates has made it necessar}’- -to furnish Ballina Union, and the new unions 
of that group, with assistance at this time. Assuming, however, that tlie same 
amount of poor rates will be ultimately made and collected in the unions of 
this group in the course of the year, the Commissioners have not any reason 

to 
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to suppose, from the information at present before them, that the whole extent 
of assistance required exclusively for the relief of destitution in the district will 
be greater than if no change of boundaries had taken place. 

In the Ballina Union, as now constituted, the Commissioners trust that the 
new rates about to be signed will be placed in collection in the course of a few 
days ; and as the election of a Board of Guardians will be completed in 
Belmullet Union on the 19th instant, in Killala Union on the 22d instant, and 
in Dromore West Union on the 26th instant, the Commissioners do not antici- 
pate that it will be necessary for them to apply for assistance for those unions 
much beyond the close of the present month. 

In the Skull Union, and in that portion of Clonakilty Union winch has been 
detached from the Skibbereen Union, rates will be made on the election of the 
new Boards of Guardians, but those unions were formed at a subsequent date, 
the election of guardians therein will not be completed before the 28th 
instant and 3d proximo respectively. 

The Commissioners now pass to the consideration of those unions in which 
rates had been made subject to the provisions of the Rate-in-Aid Act, before 
the change of boundaries took place, viz., Westport Union, from which the 
new union of Newport has been formed, including some townlands of Castlebar 
Union; Galway Union, from which the new union of Oughterard has been 
formed, including at the same time some townlands of Ballinrobe Union ; 
and, finally, the new union of Castletown, detached entirely from the Bantry 
Union. 

To all these cases the arrangement applies by which their Lordships have 
permitted the sums received on account of rate in-aid from distressed unions 
to be remitted to them by the Paymaster of Civil Services. 

Under this arrangement it will be competent to the Commissioners, with 
their Lordsliips’ permission, to remit 

£. 

To the Newport Union - 277 

The Oughterard Union - 464 

The Castletown Union - . _ . . 354 

the above being the amounts contributed ft-ora the electoral divisions comprised 
in those unions respectively to the rate-in-aid, and it is to those amounts, as 
the Commissioners understand their Lordships' instructions, that the permission 
is limited. 

It is necessary, however, to point out to their Lordships that in each of the 
unions of Westport, Galway, Ballinrobe, and Castlebar, rates of 5 s. in the 
pound or upwards had been made over all the electoral divisions which are 
now situate either wholly or partly in the Newport and Oughterard Unions 
respectively ; and during the progress of the collection of those rates, the 
guardians of those new unions cannot be, with reason or advantage, called upon 
to make new rates on the same rateable property to meet the requirements of 
the new union ; and that in this class of cases, therefore, assistance consequent 
on a change of boundaries will be required for a longer period than in those 
cases in which rates had not been made shortly before the change of boundaries 
was effected. 

The outstanding debts in Westport Union, on the 29th September last, were 
7,259 1; and the amount of the rate then standing fur collection was 14,564 /. 

In Galway Union, at the same period, the debts were 13,205 Z., and the 
outstanding rates 27,68 1 Z. 

In Ballinrobe Union the debts were 7,B92 Z-, the outstanding rates 24,398 Z. 

In Castlebar Union the debts were H,954/., and the outstanding rates 
17,724 Z. 

The debts in all these cases are exclusive of debts due to Government. 

In each of these cases, according to the advice received by the Commis- 
sioners, the guardians of the original union, while they are immediately liable 
to the creditors, are entitled to receive in the first instance all the outstanding 
rates, and at the same time it is clear that they are freed from the responsibility 
of supporting the destitute poor in the newly-formed unions ; except that 
under the 3d section of the recent Act, the cost of the in-door relief will, in 
most cases, fall in the first iustance on the funds of the parent union. 

It appears, moreover, that, except as to balances which will remain after 
liquidation of the debts chargeable on electoral divisions, a transference of 
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unds to the service of the nevf unions cannot properly take place. In cases 
however, in which the balances will admit of it, a transference of funds wiP 
take place in pursuance of the terms of the adjustment orders. 

It will be seen tlut in this class of cases, as well as in the case of the 
Ballina group, there is no actual diminution of resources consequent on the 
change of boundaries, although the time and mode of applying such assistance 
as may be required will be affected by the change ; for had the change of 
boundaries not been made, the Westport, Galway, Ballinrobe. and Castlebar 
Unions would at this time have been maintaining not only their own destitute 
poor, but those of the Newport and Oughterai’d Unions, from the proceeds of 
the poor rates of the original union in each case ; and if the unions had 
remained unaltered through the spring and summer, there is reason to believe 
that the resources arising from the large rates now made would be exhausted, 
and external aid rendered necessary to supply the deficiencies at a propor- 
tionably earlier period than may now be expected to be the case. 

The new unions, however, of Newjjort and Oughterard will probably require 
some assistance from time to time, until the projjer period aiTives for making 
new rates on the rateable proj^eriy situate in those unions ; and the Com- 
missioners apprehend that such assistance must go beyond the amount which 
is retransmissible to each of these unions by the Paymaster of Civil Services, 
and they have therefore deemed it their duty to bring these cases especially 
under the consideration of their Lordships without delay, as the circumstances 
differ materially from those of the new unions of the Ballina group, in which 
rates had not been made recently before the change of boundaries. 

The present requisition embraces, in addition to ScarifF and Ballina (altered) 
Unions, all the new unions which have yet been formed, except Belmullet, 
the inspector of which has a balance in hand sufficient to meet the immediate 
necessities of the union for a short time longer. 



The Commissioners request their Lordships will be pleased to place at their 
disposal. 



For ScarifF Union 








£. 

300 


Ballina Union 


- 


. 


- ' 


200 


Killala Union 


- 


- 


- 


50 


Dromore West Union - 


. 


_ 


_ 


20 


ClonaJdlty Union 


- 


- 


- 


20 


Castletown Union 


- 


- 


- 


20 


Newport Union - 


- 


- 


- 


20 


Oughterard Union 




- 


- 


20 








£. 


650 



Remittances for the three last-mentioned unions are now available through the 
Paymaster of Civil Services. 



-No. 87.— 



Treasury Minute ; dated 23d November 1849. 

Write to Poor Law Commissioners that my Lords are glad to learn that 
there are favourable circumstances in the prospects of the ensuing year as 
compared with that just concluded ; but that they are not surprised at hearing 
that parts of the west and south-west of Ireland will require assistance in the 
spring and summer of next year. My Lords have never anticipated that the 
consequences of the calamity in the failure of one main article of the food of 
the people of that country could so rapidly pass away 5 and they have always 
felt that it might be necessary to propose measures to Parliament in the 
course of the ensuing Session for this purpose. 

My 
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My Loi’ds do not understiind how the result of those changes which hare 
according to the view of the Poor Law Commissioners, necessarily thrown ujjon 
the public funds the whole ordinary relief of the poor in certain districts, for a 
period which it appears from their letter will not in any case be less than two 
months, can have failed to add to the amount of assistance derived from such 
public funds. 

In other unions, such as Newport and Oughterard, the Poor Law Commis- 
sioiiers anticipate the necessity of continued assistance for a much longer 
period. 

The Poor Law Commissioners state, that “ if the change of boundaries bad 
not been made, the Westport, Galway, Balliiirobe, and Castlebar Unions would 
at this time have been maintaining not only their own destitute poor, but those 
of the Newport and Oughterard Unions, from the pi'oceeds of the poor rates of 
the original union m each case ; and if the unions had i-emiiined unaltered 
through the spring and summer, there is reason to believe that the resources 
arising irom the large rates now made would be exhausted, and external aid 
rendered necessar)’' at a proportionably earlier peiiod.” 

My Lords will not again advert to the view of the law taken by the Poor 
Law Commissioners, nor have they any means of forming an opinion as to the 
correctness of the antici))ations of the Poor Law Commissioners. They will only 
observe that there is a marked and essential difference between supplying funds 
for the whole ordinary relief of the jioor without the previous sanction of Parlia- 
ment, and the issue of money for the relief of extraordinary distress, from funds 
especially provided by Parliament for that purpose. 

In existing circumstances, however, my Lords will not object to place at, the 
disposal of the Poor Law Commissioners the sum stated by them, 650/. 



— No. 68.— 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
3d December 1849. 

'J'he Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in No. 88. 
Ireland have the honour to submit to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury the following requisition for assistance to disti'essed unions in Ireland, 
and to request their Lordships’ favourable consideration thereof. 

In the present circumstances of the Scariff Union, it is necessary to furnish 
a fm'ther supply, to the extent of 300 /. The Commissioners are enabled to 
report that the guaixliaus of this union have received the valuation of one of 
the electoral divisions from the valuator, and are about to make a rate upon it 
immediately ; and they will make rates upon each electoral division in succes- 
sion as soon as they receive its valuation. 

In the case of the Ballina Union, the Commissioners purpose to make a 
fui'ther remittance of 200/. ; and as the guardians are to make rates on all the 
electoral divisions on the 8th instant, the Commissioners trust that this will be 
the last requisition they will have occasion to make to their Lordships on 
account of this union for some considerable time. 

For the use of the new union of Belmullet the Commissioners request autho- 
rity to remit the sum of 100/. ; for that of Killala the sum of 70 /. ; and 30 /. for 
that of Dromore West. 

The Union of Oughterard will require for immediate purposes the sum of 
60 /., and that of Newport will require. 40/. 

The two latter sums are available from funds already paid over by the 
respective unions to the Paymaster of Civil Services. 

The Commissioners request therefore that their Lordships will place at their 
disposal 700 /. through the Commissariat, and 100 /. through the Paymaster of 
Civil Services. 



0.44. N — No. 89. — 
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No. 89. 



No. 90. 



No. gi. 



No. 9a. 



— No. 89.— 

TaEASURY Minute ; dated 4th December 1849. 

Give the usual dhections to the Paymaster-general and to Deputy Com- 
missary-general Dobree for placing at the disposal of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners the sum of 700 1. from the balance of the sum of 150,000 1. authorised 
to be advanced for the relief of certain distressed poor law unions in Ireland, 
on the credit of the rate-in-aid. 

Also desire the Paymaster- general to pay to the Poor Law Commissioners, 
from the rate-in-aid account, the sum of GO 1.^ for the relief of distress in the 
Oughterard Union ; and the further sum of 40 1. for the same purpose in the 
Newport Union. 

Acquaint the Poor Law Commissioners. 



— No. 90. — 

Tlie Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelj/an-, dated 
12th December 1849. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, have the honour to submit to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury the following requisition for further assistance to distressed unions in 
Ireland, and to request their Lordships’ favourable consideration thereof. 

In the present circumstances of Scariff Union, the Commissioners consider 
it necessary to furnish a further supply to the extent of 300 I The Commis- 
sioners trust that the guardians of this union may be enabled to put new rates 
in course of collection in all the electoral divisions within a short period. 

In the case of the Ballina Union, the Commissioners have to request that 
their Lordships will sanction a further remittance of 200 as the warrant for 
the new rates cannot be placed in the collector’s hands before the end of this 
week, after which time the Commissioners will not have occasion to solicit 
further assistance for the support of the destitute poor in this union. 

For the new union of Belmullet the Commissioners request authority to 
remit the sum of 100 1 . ; for the union of Killala the sum of 701 . ; and 30 /. 
for that of Dromore West. 

With reijard to the unions of Oughterard and Newport the Commissioners 
defer any application until they ai-e in possession of further information as to 
the requirements of those unions. 

The Commissioners request, therefore, that their Lordships will be pleased 
to place at their disposal 700 I, through the Commissariat, for the purposes 
above explained. 



— No. 91. — 

Treasury Minute; dated 14th December 1849. 

Give the usual directions to the Paymaster-general and Deputy Commissary- 
general Dobree for placing at the disposal of the Poor Law Commissioners in 
Ireland the sum of 700 1. for the relief of distressed unions, out of the balance 
of the sum of 150,000 1 authorised by the Act 12 & 13 Viet. c. 63, to be ad- 
vanced on the credit of the rate-in-aid. 

Acquaint the Poor Law Commissioners. 



— No. 92.— 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
27th December 1849, 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th 
instant, stating that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury had 
placed a further sum of 700 1. at the disposal of the Commissioners for the relief 
of certain distressed unions. 

The 
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The Commissioners desire now to make a further requisition to their Lord- 
ships for a sum of 370 through the Commissariat, for the unions of Bel- 
mullet, Dromore "West, and Scariff, in which the proposed new rates cannot be 
made available for this week ; and a further sum of 84 1., through the Paymaster 
of Civil Services, out of the rate-in-aid, viz., 44 1. for Oughterard Union, and 
40 1. for Newport Union. 



— No. 93. — 

Treasury Minute ; dated 28th December 1 849. 

Let the usual instructions be given to the Paymaster-general and to Deputy 
Commissary-general Dobree to place at the disposal of the Poor Law Com- 
missioners a further sum of 3/0/. out of the balance of the sum authorised to be 
advanced on the credit of the rate-in-aid, under the Act 12 & 13 Viet. c. 63. 

Direct the Paymaster-general in Ireland to pay to the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, out of the Rate in Aid Account, 44 L for the relief of distress in 
Oughterard Union, and 40 1. for the same purpose in Newport Union. 

Acquaint the Poor Law Commissioners with the directions given. 



— No. 94. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E Trevelyan ; d ated 
25th January 1850. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Pvclief of the Poor in No. 94- 
Ireland desire to state, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury, that they have receutl)’ received applications from some of 
the most distressed unions in Ireland for aid to enable the guardians to establish 
additional auxiliary workhouses. The Commissioners have not hitherto in any 
instance held out expectations that the application could be acceded to, but the 
matter is one so materially affecting the efficient administration of the Irish 
Poor Relief Acts, that the Commissioners deem it their duty to bring the subject 
specially under their Lordships’ notice, and to request their Lordships’ attention 
to the gi'eat importance of aiding the guardians in their endeavours to ])rovide 
additional workhouse accommodation in those unions which are so deeply em- 
barrassed as to render it unlikely that they will be able to provide such addi- 
tional accommodation from their own resources. 

In support of this recommendation the Commissioners desire to state that 
up to the present time they have been enabled to resist all applications which 
have been made to them for authority to grant out-door relief, under the 2d 
section of the Irish Relief Extension Act, but that from the rapidity with which 
the workhouses are now filling, they fear that unless extensive auxiliary accom- 
modation can be provided and fitted up for the occupation of paupers, it will 
become impossible to continue to refuse the authority which is in some instances 
desired. The Commissioners would also observe that independently of the ob- 
jections to out-door relief to the able-bodied, on the ground of the abuses which 
are inseparable from it, admission to the workhouse is the only complete and 
effectual form of relief to that class of applicants when really destitute which 
the law has placed at the disposal of the guardians, inasmuch as food only can 
be given to this class when relieved out of the workhouse. The Commissioners 
therefore on this ground, as well as from motives of economy and general policy, 
strongly recommend that aid be granted for the purpose of providing and fitting 
up auxiliary workhouse accommodation in the cases referred to. 

Tlie particular cases which the Commissioners are now desirous of brining 
under tbe favourable consideration of their Lordships are those of the unions 
of Castletown, Clifden, Kenmai’e, Kilrush, and Scariff. 

In Castletown Union the guardians are desirous, with the full approval of the 
Commissioners, to provide a temporary workhouse, to be occupied until the 
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union workhouse which is now in course of erection shall be ready for occupa- 
tion, and they have applied for pennission to purchase immediately the furni- 
ture whicli ■will be requhed for the new workhouse, in order that it may be used 
in the temporary workhouse at once, and this application is strongly recom- 
mended to favourable consideration by Captain Huband, the district inspector. 

The present number of inmates in the Bantry workhouse is 2,068, and the 
amount of accommodation is only calculated for 1,800, and i*oom for 720 per- 
sons being reserved for the use of the new union of Castletown, tlie centre of 
which is distant 30 miles from Bantry, the case is one in which assistance may 
be given with much advantage to enable the Guardians to take temporary pos- 
session of a very suitable building, which is situate at Castletown, until the new 
workhouse is finished, which the Commissioners believe will be shortly before 
the next haiwest 

In Clifden Uuion the subject has been brought under the notice of the Com- 
missioners by a report made by the medical officer to the Board of Guardians, 
and by them forwarded to the Commissioners. 

The following is an exti’act from the Report : 

“ Disease is much on the increase in your worlchouse and auxiliaries ; fever, 
dysentery, and bowel complaint have become very prevalent ; the infirmary and 
fever hospital are overcrowded with patients, and I was on yesterday obliged 
to refuse admission to many such paupers for want of room ; it will be therefore 
necessary that further hospital accommodation be provddecl without delay ; 
numbers of paupers come into the workhouse suffering from diseeise, and the 
majority of them ai*e much reduced by previous want and starvation. 

“The severe cold and want of sufficient clothes increase the evil.” 

In regard to the Kenmare Union the Commissioners enclose an extract from 
the guardians’ minutes of the 11th instant, and an e.xtract from a report fi-om 
Mr, Horsley, temporary inspector, on the subject, in which he strongly recom- 
mends that a gi’ant or loan be made for the purpose. 

In Kilrush and Scar-iff the extreme poverty of the unions, the number of 
evictions which have taken place, and other circumstances, render it of more 
than ordinary importance that additional accommodation should be provided, 
but the Commissioners fear that it is quite hopeless to expect that this can be 
done from the ordinary resources of these unions. 

The Commissioners enclose an extract from a report received from Captain 
,, Kennedy on the 16th instant, relating to Kilrush union, and also an extract 
from the minutes of the Scariff Board of Guardians of the 18th ult. on this 
subject. 

Should their Lordships be pleased to accede to the recommendation now 
made, the Commissioners will at once ascertain the exact amount that will be 
required in each case for providing such an amount of additional workhouse 
accommodation. In the meantime the Commissioners think they can safely 
say that the total amount likely to be required for this purpose in the above- 
named unions will not exceed 3,000 1. 




Enclosure 1, in No. 94. 

Kenmabe Union. 

ExTHiCT from Guardians’ Mimuesj dated 11th January 1850. 

End 1 in No oa Resolved, That as furiher auxiliary workhouse accommodation of a suilable description 
' ’ ' ‘ cannot be obtained in the town of Kenmare or its vicinity, and as Mr. Gill, civil engineer, 

at ihe request of the Board, lias examined the workhouse yard walls, and reported that 
perfect workhouse accommodation for 700 persons, at a cost of 15*. per head, could be 
obtained by the erection of timber shedding against the said walls j but in order to afford 
facilities for the application of a workhouse test to the immei-ous able-bodied applicants for 
relief^ temporary buildings of the kind suggested by Mr. Gill should be erected as speedily 

as 
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as possible ; but in tbe pivsent Ion- state of the union binds, at a lime too when the weekly 
proceeds of the amount of rate will not do more than meet the immediate exigencies of the 
union, the Board feel convinced that unless the Poor Law Commissioners will either make 
a grant or a loan to the union, to enable the guaidams to defray the cost of the- proposed 
buildings, they must reluctantly abandon so desirable an oliject. 

They therefore trust the Poor Law Commissioners will take into consideration the position 
of the Boaid, and extend pecuniary nssislance, either by wav of arant or loan, to enable 
the guardians to have shedding erected at the workhouse witb'all convenient dispatch. 



Enclosure 2 , in No. 94. 

Kenmare Union. 

Extract from Mr. Horsley’s Repoit ; dated 14th January I80O. 

With reference fo the resolution relative to the proposed erection of sheds on the 
workhouse site to afford accommodation for 700 persons, I beg to repoit that the scheme 
seems to !>e feasible and politic, providetl funds could be found to carry it into operation, 
and I would thereloie strongly recommend a giant or loan to the union for the pur|)ose. 

The habit of looking to and relying upon out-door relief as a means of eking out sub- 
sistence drawn from oilier sources will never be eradicated from among a large portion of 
the population of this union until the guardians shall he in a condition to apply the woik- 
house test to at least the majority of the applicants for relief. This pernicious habit has 
not only demoralized the unworthy recipients of out-door relief, but it has also, in too 
many instances, tended to crush into pauperism poor labourers who have struggled manfully 
to eat the bread of industry ; Ibr despite the vigihince of relieving officers, or of any other 
union officei-s, the small farmers frequently give employment to the recipients of out-door 
relief, in preference to the independent labourer, inasmuch as the labour of the former class 
can be obtained upon cheaper terms than that of the latter, who have nothing to bill back 
ujion in aid of their hard and scanty earnings. 



Enclosure 3, in No. 94. 

Kilrush Union. 

Extract from Captain Kennedy'^ Report; dated 16ih January i860. 

I HAD an estimate for bedding, clothing, fittiiiffs, Stc., laid before the Board, which will 
amount to little short of 500 1 . 

f pressed the necessity of having this establishment completed without delay, and offered 
every assistance in my power; my only fear is. that the clothing, bedding, i:c. cannot be 
had from the contractors upon credit. 



Enclosure 4, in No. 94. 

ScABiFF Union. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes of 17th and 18th December 1849. 

Resolved, Thai the following representation, drawn up and submitted by the committee 
named on Tuesday last for that purpose, be adopted, and a copy thereof forwarded to the 
Poor Law Commissioners : 

“ From the great distress in which we have found the union of Scariff, in the county of 
Clare, and from the certainty of the increasing number of applicants for relief this winter 
and next spring, the Board of Elected Guardtans have unanimously come to the resolution 
of, if possible, doing away with the pernicious system of out-door relief, and applying the 
workhouse test to all applicants. 

“ The valuation of the proposed union is 19,353 /. 4 s. 8 ; the population, 30,906, being 

about 15 s. a head ; the present valuation is 55,274 L, which will be considerably reduced by 
the valuation now being made, and the population, 53,563. 

The number in the workhouse and auxiliaries are 2,127. 

Ditto - - on out-door relief amount to - - 6,400. 

“ The expenditure during the past year has been 34,595 /, and the grants of Governmen 
so much as 23,304 1. Latterly, liom the immense demand on us from the out-door relict • 
recipieots, and from the impossibility of inducing contractors to come forward with their 
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[jrovisions, on account of the numbers obtaining out-door relief, and whom we have no means 
of li slinjr, we have hern depeiideiii almost ultogether on tlie Government grunts, the rate 
colleciors, from the iinpiBvensheii state of the union, not being able to procure the necessary 
weekly lunds. The ratepayers are almost ruined, and we much fear iliat the new rate of 
4s. ill ihe pound, together with the enoruious tlebt on llie union, will cause much of the 
lands to be waste, and will drive fioin amongst us ilie very few independent fanners, 
together with the ceriainly ihat it must draw on the capital of those herttol'oie in favourable 
• iicumstames, ami ahoaetiier deicr the employnieut of frusli capital, either in the cultivation 
or purchase of lands in this miion. 'I'iio rutepayeis of the union are appalled at the 
prospects before them, the certainty of tiie iiniiiense ineiease of applicants (last year the 
reripients of out-door relief aniounted to nearly 20,000), and there not being sulHcient in- 
door accommodation, at the necessity of again afibrtiiiig out-door reliell The system of 
aiixiliiiriirs scattered liere and there in the uiiiou has been found a ruinous one; each 
auxiliary, together with high rents, requiring a separate staff’, and also the impediments to 
the visits of ihe iioard of Guardians, together witii that of the Poor Law Inspector, and of 
the almost impossibility of obtaining local supplies, logetlier witli the difficulty of proper 
dassificaiion, or of enforcing any discipline. In all uiiioiis where in-door accommodation 
has been provided, the out-door lia.s been found almost to vanish, and scarcely have 
hundreds been found where thousands were. 

'* We would therefore earnestly throw our deplorable stats on your earnest consideration, 
to enable us, in some measure, to preserve our burtheiied properties and heavily taxed 
farms ; to do away with im|)Osiiion, idleness aud sloth; to create energy, and stir up ihe 
[uople to depend on ihemsclves, and not on the wretched subsistence afforded by out-door 
K-Iicf; and to assist iia with the pecuniaiy loan of 1,000 at such imerest as you may 
deniiiiid, enabling us to erect buildings to a very high wall surrounding the poorhrjuse, and 
which would afford us accommodation for 1,000 paupers, and tiius place us in that con- 
dition which the Legislature intended, of testing the wants and necessities of the union by 
sufficient in-door accommodaiton.” 



— No. 95.— 

Treasury Minute ; dated 12 th February 1850. 

No. 95 . Write to the Commissioners, that my Lords will be prepared to direct the 

issue out of the balance of the sum of 150,000 /. authorised by tbe 12 & 13 
Viet. c. 63, to be advanced for the relief of distressed unions in Ireland on the 
credit of the rate-in-aid, sums to an amount not exceeding in the whole 
3.000 1., for providing additional temporary workhouse accommodation in the 
unions of Castletown, Clifden, Keumare, Kilrush, and Scariff, as recommended 
by the Poor Law Commissioners ; and my Lords will await the suggestions of 
the Poor Law Commissioners regarding the proportions in which the amount 
should be distributed among the different unions. 



— No. 96. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. B. Trevelyan ; dated 
14th February I860. 

No. gff. I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 

of the Poor in Ireland to ucknowledge with thanks the receipt of your letter of 
the 11th instant, stating that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury will be prepared to direct the issue out of the balance of the sum of 
150,000 I authorised by the 12 & 13 Viet. c. 63, to be advanced for the relief 
of distressed unions in Ireland, on the credit of the rate-in-aid, sums to an 
amount not exceeding in the whole 3,000 1, for providing temporary work- 
house accommodation in the unions of Castletown, Clifden, Kenmare, Kilrush, 
and Scariff, and stating that their Lordships await the suggestions of the Com- 
missiouers regarding the proportions in which the amount should be distributed 
among the different unions. 

In reply, I am directed by the Commissioners to state, that as their Lord- 
ships hai.1 already sanctioned the advance of 500 1. to Kenmare Union for the 
purpose of providing extended workhouse accommodation, for which a separate 
and special application was made in the Commissioners’ letter of the 2d instant, 

the 
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the Commissioners will conhne their recommendations as to the disposal of the 
sum referred to in their Lordships’ letter to the four remaining unions, and they 
beg to recommend the following grants ; ^ 

To Scariff - - - 

Kili’ush - 
Castletown 
Clifden - 



£. I 2,500 



£. 

1,000 

500 

500 



— No. 97. — 



Treasury Minute; dated 19th February 1850. 

Let the necessary directions be given to the Paymaster-general and 
Deputy Commissary-general Dobree for issuing to the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners m Ireland, out of the balance of the sum of 150,000 L authorised by 
the Act 12 & 13 Viet. c. 63, to be advanced for the relief of distressed unions 
m Iremnd, on the credit of the rate-in-aid, the following sums for the purpose 
of providing temporary workhouse accommodation in the several unions named 
opposite each sum : 



Scai'iff - - - 

Kilrush - - - 

Castletown 
Clifden - 



£. 

- 1,000 
600 
500 
500 



— No. 98. 



Dingle Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
27th March 1850. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to forward to you, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners^ of Her Majesty’s Treasury, an exti’act from a report which they 
have received from Captain Spark, the temporai'y inspector in charge of Din«>-le 
Union, in which he recommends that a grant of 1,000^. be made to Diu°Ie 
Union for the purpose of erecting and fitting up sheds to be used as auxilimy 
workhouse accommodation in conjunction with the new workhouse. 

The present workhouse accommodation of Dingle Union consists of old 
buildings, which have been hired in different pai'ts of the union, many of which 
are unsuited for workhouse purposes, but were hired on emergency as the best 
that could at the time be obtained, and being situated in different parts of the 
union, at a considerable distance from each other, do not admit of that 
constant and effective supervision and control which is desirable, and under 
these circumstances the Commissioners think that the suggestion to erect 
shed buildings on the workhouse gi*ounds, or so near to the workhouse as 
to admit of their being placed under the care of the workhouse officers, is 
judicious. 

The Board of Guai'dians have never evinced any unwillingness to make and 
collect rates ; an average amount of 6^. •2<i. in the pound having been collected 
during the last year, and a new rate of 3i, 4d. in the pound haviug been just 
put in course of collection for the current half-year. The great pressure of 
distress in the union will, however, render it impossible for the guardians out 
of this rate to provide for the erection and fitting up of the proposed sheds 
and the Commissioners therefore recommend the. suggestion of Captain Spark, 
that a grant of 1,000/' be made to the union through the Commissariat for the 
pmpose, to the favoui’able consideration of them Lordships. 



0.44. 0 Enclosure 
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End. in No. 98. 



No. gg. 



Enclosure in No. 98. 

Dikcle Union. 

Extract from Report of Ciiptain Sparli, Tempoiury Poor Law Inspector ; dated 
IGtli March 18S0. 

The pressure for the workhouse lOom is at lliis time, I am s-lacl to report, considerably- 
decreased in consequence of the favourable weather, and the active labours carrying on by 
the farmers. Potatoes are being largely planted. These labours will soon be at an end, 
however, and a great demand for relief may again be expected, owing to the generally 
prevailing destitution throughout the union, and there will be no sufficient workhouse 
accommodation at the command of the guardians ; lor the new workhouse is not I find 
likely to be ready for the reception of paupers before the cud of Mav next, at the earliest. 
I am anxious tliat further provision should be made as soon as possible, therefore, to afford 
(he necessary aceomroodation. 

I am given to understand by the chnirman of the Board, Mr. Robert Conway ITicksoti, 
and Mr. Hussey, tbe vice-clmirman, who recently were in Dublin, that the Commissioners 
are favourable to the construction of sheds for the purpose. I consider it very desirable 
they should be built on the grounds attached to the new workhouse, and so placed that 
any expense for additional staff may be avoided. This may well and cheaply be accom- 
plished, stone being on the spot, if advantage he taken of the outside wall of the day-yards, 
on the eastern or male side. On the western or opposite aide the ground is unfavourable, 
on account of its steepness, besides that the contractor has pliieed there all the earth and 
stones excavated from the site of the buildings which it will require much time, labour, 
and expense to remove. The guardians T find have no copy of the contract or agreemeiu, 
and I shall he glad to learn whetlier Mr. Hanleyis not bound to remove the earth and 
stones alluded To, altogeilier off the workhouse grounds. 

The walls ou the eastern side will admit of shedding sufficient for 250 inmates or mni’e. 

It is my duty to state that the produce of the new rate will be wholly inadequate to 
meet the expense of constructing these sheds, and providing the necessary bedding, 
clothing, Jcc., for them, as well as the Ini^e outlay reqiiireii under these heads, and for 
fitting up the new workhouse, together with the current expenses of the union. I would 
earnestly request the Commissioners to be pleased to assist the guardians, by recom- 
mending the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury to allow a grant of 1,000 L for these purposes 
to this distressed union. 



— No. 99.— 

Memorandum from the Poor Law Commissioners relating to the 
foregoing Letter. 

Dingle Union is in many respects deserving of favour, so far as it can 
jiroperly be shown to any. Though very poor (population, 35, .517 ; valuation, 
29,486 L), and with a great load of pauperism, the guardians have managed 
their affairs very respectably, and it is the only union on the west coast, south 
of Donegal, which has not had vice-guardians. The amount of expenditure for 
year ending 29th September 1849, was 15,940 1, or close on 11 in the pound 
on the valuation ; the amount of rate-in-aid granted to 31st December, 5,126 L ; 
and they have since had their own contribution to the rate-in-aid returned to 
them. Although the guardians collected rates amounting to 6 2 d. in the 

pound last year, and have just made a rate of 3 4 d., there is little hope that 

they can get on without some assistance in aid of the rates, the prospect of 
diminution in the expenditure being very small. 





1 

24 March 1849. 


23 March 1850. 


In-door - 

Out-door - , _ 


- 1,024 - 

- 8,598 - 


- 1,865. 
j - - 6,366. 

1 
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For the month of December last there is a slight increasej 24 L, on the expen- 
diture, as compai’ed with December 1848. 

I consider that the proposed grant of 1 , 000 1. for temporary workhouse accom- 
modation would probably conduce to ultimate economy, by enabling the 
guardians to dispense with a lai’ge portion, if not the entire, of the present out- 
relief, and, ultimatel}’, to get rid of the worst of the present auxiliaries. This 
mode of assistance is far less objectionable than grants for carrying on out-door 
relief, which were required last year, and will be again if further accommodation 
is not provided. It should be understood that the workhouse, when complete, 
will only accommodate about "00 ; that the union will require at least double 
that accommodation for many years. No one who has not had opportunities of 
personal observation can fully appreciate the objections to the use of small 
separate buildings for workhouse purposes ; notliing can be worse than most of 
those occupied at Dingle ; they are very expensive, conduce to disorder, and, 
by the difficulty of maintaining discipline, impair tiie efficiency of the workhouse 
test. 

3 April. 



— No. 100.— 

Treasury Minute ; • dated 5 th Apiil 1850. 

Direct the Paysnaster of Civil Services in Ireland to hold the sum of 1,000 1. No. 100 
at the disposal of the Poor Law Commissioners, from the Rate-in-xAid Account, 
for the use of the Dingle Union. 

Acquaint the Poor Law Commissioners that under the circumstances stated in 
their letter of the 2 /th ultimo, and the accompanying copy of a report from 
Captain .Sparks, and in tlie memorandum subsequently received from them, 
dated the 2 d instant, my Lords have directed the Paymaster of Civil Services 
to hold 1,000 /. at tlieh* disposal from the Rate-in- Aid Account, for the purpose 
of assisting the guardians of the Dingle Union to pi*ovide additional temporary 
workhouse accommodation. 



— No. 101. — 

Dingle Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; daterl 
30th Blay 1850. 

Adverting to your letter of the 10th ultimo, iu which you state that the No. 101 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have directed the Paymaster 
of Civil Services to hold 1,000 1. at the disposal of the Comraissionere, to assist 
the guaiflians of Dingle Union to provide additional temporary workhouse 
accommodation, I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the 
Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland to acquaint you, for the information of 
their Lordships, that they have consented to the application of the portion of 
this sum intended for building purposes, to the erectioii of a building of a more 
permanent character than was originally contemplated. 

They were induced to adopt this course under the following circumstances : 
when the Commissioners’ architect attended at Dingle Union for the pur- 
pose of conferring with the Board of Guai*dians and the inspector as to the 
most advantageous mode of proceeding, it appeared that there would be great 
difficulty in obtaining straw or other suitable materials for thatch for the roof 
of the proposed temporary buildings, and that even if thatch could be con- 
venientl}’’ obtained it would not be well suited for tlie roof of an extensive 
building in so exposed a situation as that in which it w'ouid be necessaiy to 
erect the sheds. It was therefore determined to have a slated roof, but as this 
description of roof is more expensive than thatch, and, from its greater weighi, 
renders it necessary that the walls should be more strongly and better built, the 
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proposed building acquired a character of permanency which was not originally 
contemplated, and it was therefore proposed that a second storey should be 
added to the building, thus rendering the extent of roofing necessary consider- 
ably less than it would be for one height buildings, to accommodate the same 
number, and effecting thereby a corresponding amount of saving in this part of 
the expenditure. The building so proposed is to be erected along the walls of 
the yard of the female side of the house, and the building may thus be con- 
sidered more as a permanent enlargement of the workhouse than as temporary 
additional workhouse accommodation ; but as the Commissioners’ architect has 
expressed a decided opinion that no intermediate kind of building between a 
cheap temporary one and a plain permanent one could be judiciously adopted, 
and as he has informed the Commissioners that the building proposed will 
accommodate 250 persons, and can be completed in about two months, the 
Commissioners have not considered that the altered aiTangements made are 
substantially at variance with the purpose for which the grant of 1,000 1. was 
made by their Lordships, and they have accordingly remitted a sum of 200 1. 
to Captain Spark, to enable him to have the work (which is to be performed by 
day labour, under the superintendence of a clerk of works appointed by the 
guardians) commenced; and the Commissioners trust that the course pursued 
by them, under the circumstances above detailed, will meet their Lordships’ 
approbation. 

The portion of the grant which was intended to provide fittings for the work- 
house will still be applied to that object. 



— No. 102. — 

Treasury Minute ; dated 31 May 1850. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, that under the circumstances stated 
by them, their Lordships do not object to the application of a portion of the 
sum of 1,000 1. granted from the Kate-in-Aid Fund to assist the guardians of 
Dingle Union in providing additional temporary workhouse accommodation to 
the construction of a building of a more permanent character. 



— No. 103. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelijan ; dated 
30th March 1850. 

No. 103. I have the honour, by direction of the Commissioners for Administering 

the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to transmit herewith, for the in- 
formation of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of 
a memorial which has been addressed to the Commissioners by the relieving 
officers of the Clifden Union, representing the serious loss and inconvenience 
occasioned to them by the inability of the Board of Guardians to pay them 
the amount of their respective salaries, due on the 29th September 1849, and 
praying the Commissioners to obtain for them payment of their salaries, in 
order that they may be enabled to continue the independent discharge of their 
duties. 

Mr. Griffith, the inspector of the union, has furnished the Commissioners 
with an abstract of the salaries due to the several relieving officers, which, it 
appears, amount to 63 L 11s. Id., and he states his apprehension that the 
Board of Guardians will not at present be enabled by the collection of the 
poor rate to pay these officers, many of whom he represents to be in very 
great distress. 

The Commissioners think that the case of the memorialists is one deserving 
of special consideration, and they feel warranted by the circumstances in re- 
questing for it the favourable notice of their LordsMps. 

In the event of the case receiving their Lordships’ favourable consideration, 
the Commissioners request that their Lordships may be pleased to place at 

their 
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their disposal the sum of 631. 11s. Id., to be applied in enabling the Board 
of Guardians of Chfden Union to paj' the salaries due to the reUeving 
officers. ® 



Enclosure in No. 103. 

To the Poor Law Connnissioners. 

The Memobial of the Undersigned Hetotning Officers of the Olifden Union. 
Humbly sheweth, 

That an audit of the union accounts havino- beea Derfected to fh#» ooilt u i 

memorialists feel warranted in submitting the!r clSLK to tlmt dnS 

In conclusion, niemonahsts respectfully entreat your Board to obtain for them such nn 
advance of money as will enable them to eonti/ue the iodependen^^charge TtkS 

(signed) AulAon^ Kearns, Relieving OfBcer, Clifden 
James pooner, Relieving Officer, Roundstone 
reier Joyce, Relieving Officer, Bailindooii. 

Conys, Relieving Officer, Renoyle. 
Mathias Aialey, Relieving Officer. 

Patrick Joyce, Relieving Officer. 

Clifden, 13 March 1850. 



— No. 104. — 

Treasury Minute ; dated 2d April 1850. 

Direct the Paymaster of Civil Services to pay the sum of 63 L llj. \d. 

Account to the Poor Law Commissioners, for the use of 

the Chfden Union. 

Commissioners, that under the circumstances stated 
^ ultimo, their Lordships have directed the Paymaster 

of Cml Services to pay to them the sum of 63Z. lls. id. from the Rate-in- 
Account, for the purpose of enabling them to pay the arrears of salaries 
due to the relieving officers of the Clifden Union. 



— No. 105. — 

Tralee Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan; dated 
16th April 1850. 

f Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 

of the Poor m Ireland to request that you will be so good as to move the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to place a sum of 1,000 1 at the 
disposal of tlie Commissioners, for the use of Tralee Union, under the foUowinp- 
circumstances : ■.'"iaiq 

The Commissioners on the 28th ultimo, acting on the recommendation of 
tne Poor Law Boundary Commissioners, issued orders forming several new 
unions, and reconstructing the electoral divisions of others, in the counties of 
Lork, Kerry, Limerick, and Tipperary. The unions of Tralee and Listowel were 
among those affected by die orders in question, a considerable portion of the 
Listowel Union, comprising (with the exception of a very few townlands) the 
Ardfert, KUmoyly. Killahan, Abbeydomey, Ballyhtio-ue 
and KilJiyn, having been detached from that union and annexed to the union 
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of Tralee. These divisions were among the most pauperised di\isions of Lis- 
to.iel Union, and had been rated in the Listowel Union to the extent shown by 
the following statement : 



Klcctoml Divisions. 


Totiii Pomiilagc 
of Rates 

rundc lu the Year 
25 March 1S50. 


I’oupdagc of 
laac Rate. 


Date oflast 
Rate. 


Amount 

rGiiiainiug 

uiicoiU-ctcd 

23 March 1853. 




S. d. 


S. d. 






£. 




C 2 


2 8 




r 


449 


Kilmoyly - - - 


6 - 


3 - 


! - - 




533 


Killahan - 


0 8 










Abbeydorney 




- - 








Ballylieigue - - - 


7 2 




- 






Kilflyn - - - 


G 4 











It will be seen therefore that no further rate could reasonably be expected 
to be made on those divisions for some time to come, and as the collection of 
the rate made on Tralee Union is now drawing to a close the additional bur- 
then east upon it by the recent alteration is more than its available funds will 
for the present enable it to meet. 

The condition of the electoral divisions now added to Tralee Union was such 
as, in the opinion of the Commissioners, to afford a fair claim for an advance 
from the Rate-in-Aid Fund, even if they had remained in Listowel Union ; 
and the Commissioners think, therefore, that it would not be right to throw the 
immediate burthen of those electoral divisions upon the union to which they 
have been newly added, and on these grounds the Commissioners recommend 
the advance of 1,000/. as above proposed to the favourable consideration of 
their Lordships. 

Should their Lordships be pleased to accede to the present application, the 
Commissioners propose to appropriate a portion of the sum advanced to pro- 
viding and fitting up additional temporary workhouse accommodation, and the 
reminder in w’eekly advances of about 60 1. to the support of the poor of the 
district added to Tralee Union, until a new rate can be made on the electoral 
divisions included in that district. 



— No. 106. — 

Treasury Minute ; dated 19 April 1850. 

Write to the Commissioners that my Lords do not consider that the addi- 
tion of certain distressed electoral divisions to the Tralee Union would justify 
them in making a grant to that union, unless it can be shown that the circum- 
stances of the union at large are such as to require assistance ; and the more 
so as some of the most distressed portions of the Tralee Union have been 
detached, from it to form the Dingle Union. 



— No. 107. — 

Tralee Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
27th April 1850. 

No. 107. , I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administei’ing the Laws for Relief 

of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22a 
instant, in reply to the application made by the Commissioners on the 16tli 
instant, on behalf of Tralee Union for a grant of 1,000 1. in aid of the rates of 
that union, in which you acquaint the Commissioners that the Lords Commis- 
sioners 
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sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury do not consider that the addition of cei'tain 
distressed electoral dinsions to Tralee Union would justify them in making a 
grant to that union, unless it can be shown that the circinnstances of the union 
at large are such as to require assistance. 

In reply, I am directed by the Commissioners to submit for the consideration 
of their Lordships the following statement of the linancial position of Tralee 
Union at the close of March, the period at which the alteration took effect. 

During the year preceding the alteration, rates were collected on the several 
electoral divisions averaging more than 6.?. in the pound, and although the 
aggregate collection exceeded the e-xpenditure. during the last quarter bv2,300L, 
yet in the last month of the quarter the collection had fallen below the expenses 
by more than 450 L, and as there remained onlv 4,000 1. on the books the 
Commissioners anticipate a still further diminution in the collection compared 
with the expenses, whilst there is, moreover, the large sum of 1 1 ,643 1. debts due 
contractors or officers. 

Under these circumstances, the Commissioners submitthatthe circumstances 
of Tralee Union, independently of the district which has been lately added to it, 
are such as to afford fair grounds for a claim for assistance from the rate-in-aid. 

So impressed are the guardians with the difficulties of their position, that at 
their meeting on the 16th instant the members present signed a document 
tendering their resignation to the Commissioners, and although tlie Commis- 
sionei’S have declined to accept the resignations so tendered, there has been 
considerable difficulty in forming a Board since ; aird it was, as the Commis- 
sioners believe, entirely owing to the personal influence of the vice-chairman 
that a sufficient number of members to form a Board were iuducecl to attend 
on the last day of weekly meeting. 

The Commissioners have reason to hope that this feeling will be speedily- 
overcome, and that the Board of Guardians will resume their duty \vith that 
energy which has hitherto characterized tliem ; but at the same time, the 
Commissioners think that the guardians have not put forward unreal difficulties, 
and that the circumstances of Tralee Union at present are such as to afford 
reasonable grounds for granting assistance in aid of the rates in accordance with 
the recommendation contained in the Commissioners’ letter of the 1 6th instant. 



— No. 108. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trcvch/an ; dated 
2/th Apinl 1850. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief No. io8. 
of the Poor in Ireland, to state for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that the Commissioners bavc^ received from the 
Board of Guardians of the Kanturk Union, three resolutions, copies of which 
are enclosed, applying to the Commissioners to refund to the Board of Guar- ■ . 

dians the sum paid by the union on account of the fiate-in-Aid. 'Fhe temjjornry 
inspector of the union has expressed his hope that the pplicatiou of the Board 
of Guardians may receive favourable consideration, anci the Commissioners now 
desire to bring the subject under the notice of their Lordships. 

The rates made and collected in the Kanturk Union have been of consider- 
able amount both in the years 1848 and 1849. 

In 1848, the rates levied and collected in six electoral divisions varied from 
7 6 to 10 s. in the pound, on the valuation, in sLx other divisions from 5 s. 

to 7 s. in the pound, and on the two vemainiug divisions the rates araount:ed to 
■is. 1 0 in the pound. 

In 1849, the rates levied were in seven electoral clivisioirs from 6 s. to 10 in 
the pound, on five divisions from 5^. to 6 s. in the pound, and on the remaining 
two divisions from 2 to 3 s. in the pound, on the valuation. 

There are at present upwards of 9,000 persons receiring relief under the 
1st section of the Irish Poor Relief Extension Act, out of the workhouse, and 
between 4,000 and 5,000 persons are relieved in the workhouse and auxiliary 
buildings. 

The Commissioners consider, that looking to the large amount of rates made 
and collected in the Kanturk Lhiion, in the 3-ears 1848 and 1849, and to the 
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present demands for relief upon the Board of Guardians, that the circumstances 
of the case are such as to justify them in recommending the application of the 
Board of Guardians to favourable consideration, and in requesting the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to authorise the Commissioners to 
refund to the Board of Guardians the amount which has been paid by the union 
on account of the Rate-in-Aid, namely 2,605 2 9 A., to be expended in as- 

sisting the guardians to provide for the present relief of the destitute poor in 
the union. 



Enclosure I, in No. 108. 

Kanturk Uniok. 

Copy Resolution of the Guardians; dated 25th January 18.50. 

End. 1, in No.ioS. Resolved, — That as there are considerable sums due to contractors incurred by the Vice- 

guardians, prior to this hoard being elected, amounting altogether to about 2,600 1 ., and as 
the rate now in course of collection will only jceet the ordinary expenses of the union, 
the Board trust the Poor La.w Commissioners will see the propriety, after the heavy rates 
already paid by the union, of refunding the sums paid by them towards the Rate-in-Aid, to 
enable them to liriuidate these demands, and thereby relieve them from the great difficulties 
they must fall into if called upon to pay them out of the present rates. 



Enclosure 2, in No. 108. 

Kanturk Union. 

Copy Resolution of the Guardians, of 8th day of February 1850. 

End, 2 in N0.108. Resolved, — That in reply to the Commissioners’ letter. No. 5,407, dated 7th February, 

’ * 1860, the clerk be directed to forward copies of the three letters just received, pressing for 

payment of the sums tiierein mentioned, and trust that the Commissioners will see the neces- 
sity of granting them the Rate-in-Aid, to pay them as speedily as possible, to prevent 
further costs being incurred, as the Board cannot possibly pay these demands out of the 
current rates. 



Enclosure 3, in No. 108. 

Kanturk Union. 

Copy Resolution of the Board of Guardians ; dated 5th April 1850. 

End, 3, in No. 108 . That the Poor Law Commissioners be referred to the former resolution of the 2.5th 

January 1850, relative 10 the Rate-in-Aid, and to their answer on the subject; and to beg 
they will transmit the money as soon as possible, as the guardians wish to discharge tlieir 
old liabilities as the union is now being divided. 



— No. 109.— 

Treasury Minute; dated 3d May 1850. 

No. 103. Write to tlie Poor Law Commissioners that my Lords have carefully con- 

sidered the additional grounds stated in their letter dated 27th ultimo, for the 
grant of 1,000 7. proposed to be made to tbe Tralee Union; and they have 
also had before them their other letter of the same date, recommending that a 
grant of 2,605 7. 2 5. 9 <7. should be. made to the Kanturk Union, being the 
whole amount which has been contributed by that union to the rate-in-aid. 

My Lords are of ojiinion that they are justified in authorising a grant from 
the rate-in-aid only when it can be clearly sho'vn that, but for such assistance, 
the union would not be able to continue to relieve the destitute poor, and it 
does not appear that this would be the case either in the Tralee or Kanturk Union. 

It must also be borne in mind, that tbe only fund which is available for 
giving assistance to unions, in which such assistance is urgently required, is 
the balance of the sum realised from the rate-iu-aid, and that this balance 
ought therefore to be husbanded with the utmost care. 
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Tralee Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
7th May 1850. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief ^0. no. 
of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th 
instant, in which you state that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury are of opinion that they are justified in authorising a grant from the 
rate-in-aid only when it can be clearly shown that, but for such assistance, 
the union would not be able to continue to relieve the destitute poor, and that 
it does not appear that this would be the case either in the Tralee or Kanturk 
Union. 

In reply, I am directed by the Commissioners to state, that although they are 
fully sensible of the importance of the concluding observation in your letter in 
which vou refer to the conditions on which alone advances from the Rate-in- 
Aid Fund should be made, and to the necessity for strict economy in the ad- 
ministration of that fund, the Commissioners, nevertheless, deem it necessary 
to bring the case of Tralee Union again under the consideration of their Lord- 
ships as one in which assistance from the rate-in-aid may properly be granted, 
and in which such assistance appears to be absolutely necessary in order to 
ensure tiie continuance of the due administration of relief to the destitute 
poor, 

It will be seen, on reference to the Commissioners’ letters of the 16th and 
27th ultimo, that although rates averaging more than 6 s. in the pound bad 
been collected in the Tralee Union in the year preceding the recent alteration 
in its boundaries, the debts of the union amounted at the time of change to 
nearly 12,000 L, while the collection of the current rate had, during the month 
preceding the alteration, fallen very considerably short of the expenditure, and 
that as the collection approached nearer to a dose there was reason to fear that 
the deficiency would be still gi-eater. This anticipation has been realized in 
regard to the month of April, the collection during that month having been 
835 /., while the expenditure was about 1,900/., including 1,099/. for 
provisions. 

It thus appears that, independently of the recent alterations in the bounda- 
ries of Tralee Union, the circumstances of the case are such as to present a 
strong claim for assistance from the rate-in-md, the union being heavily in 
debt, although large rates have been collected in it, and its present resources 
falling far below its requirements, although there has not been sufficient time 
to bring the rate now in course of collection, and amounting on an average to 
3 7 d. in the pound on the valuation, to a close. 

But when it is remembered that a large and pauperised district has been 
lately added to the union ; that at the time of the addition there were 1,748 
paupers chargeable to that district, and that it will be absolutely necessary for 
the Tralee Board of Guardians to provide further workhouse accommodation 
in consequence of this addition to the union, while there is reason to believe 
that the rates which were in course of collection at the time of change in the 
district so added cannot at any time be made available for the Tralee Union, as 
the balances against the townlands sepai-ated from Listowel Union will more 
than equal the amount of outstanding rates, and further that a new rate can- 
not be made for some weeks to come, the Commissioners think that the neces- 
sity for granting aid to the union appears yery much more urgent than when 
it is regarded merely in. reference to the condition of the union before the time 
of chahge, and the Commissioners, therefore, desire respectfully to repeat the 
recommendation contained in their letter of the 16th ultimo, that a sum of 
1,000 1. be placed at their disposal for the use of Tralee Union. 



P 
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— No. 111.— 

Treasury Minute; dated l/thMay 1850. 

No. in. ■ Direct the Paymaster of Civil Services to pay to the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners out of the Rate-in -Aid Account the sum of 1,000 h, for the use of the 
Tralee Union, at such times and in such proportions as they may require. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, that in consideration of the circum- 
stances stated in their letter of the 1 1th instant, in regard to the Tralee Union, 
my Lords have been pleased to direct the Paymaster of Civil Services to pay to 
them out of the Rate-in-Aid Account the sum of 1,000 for the use of that 
union, in such proportions and at such times as they may require. 



— No. 112. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan-, dated 
23d Eebruary 1850. 

No. 112. The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland desire to state, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury, that they have received an application from the Board of 
Guardians of Cahirciveen Union for aid to enable them to provide additional 
woi'khouse accommodation, by erecting shed buildings witliin a walled garden 
which they have rented for that purpose adjoining the workhouse- premises. 
The guardians inform the Commissioners that owing to the embarrassed state 
of the finances of the union it will be impossible for them to carry out their 
views, unless they receive a grant or loan through tlie instrumentality of the 
Commissioners, the proceeds of the rates not being more than sufficient to 
provide for the ordinaiy cunrent expenses incurred in relieving the immediate 
wants of the destitute in the union. 

In support of this application the Commissioners desire to state, that they 
have received a report from the poor-law inspector of the union, Mr. Horsley, 
in which he informs them that the financial embarrassments of the union are 
such as to preclude the possibility of any portion of the rates being applied to 
building purposes ; and he expresses his conviction that if the guai’dians had 
workhouse accommodation for 2,500 or 3,000 inmates at their disposal (which 
they would have if the proposed buildings were erected), very little, if any, 
out-door relief, under the second section of the Poor Relief Extension Act, 
would require to be extended to the applicants for relief during the present 
year. 

So great has been the pressure for relief in the Cahirciveen Union, that the 
Board of Guardians have, on two occasions recently, applied to the Commis- 
sioners to issue an order, under the second section of the above-mentioned Act, 
authorising them to afford relief to certain classes not legally relievable out of 
the workhouse under the first section ; but the Commissioners have been 
enabled to resist those applications, by directing the guardians’ attention to the 
procuring of additional temporary accommodation, by renting such premises in 
the union as they might be able to obtain, and which might be found suitable 
for auxiliary workhouses. The premises so obtained by the guardians are now 
fully occupied. 

Should their Lordships he pleased, under these circumstances, to accede to 
this application, the estimated amount required would be 850 1. 



— No 113.— 

Treasury Minute ; dated 26th February 1850. 

No, 113. Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, that before ray Lords can authorise 

the grant proposed hy them to be made out of the rate-in-aid for providing 
temporary workhouse accommodation for the Cahirciveen Union, it is necessary 

that 
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that they should be informed what rates have been struck and collected in that 
union since last harvest ; and whether, by using proper exertions, the guardians 
might not provide the necessary temporary workhouse accommodation vrithout 
assistance from the rate-in-aid. 



— No. 114.— 

"nae Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
4th March 1850. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief No. 114. 
of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th 
ultimo, in which you infoian them that previous to the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury authorising the grant to the Cahirciveen Union of a 
grant of 850 1. for the purpose of erecting additional worlihouse buildings in the 
premises adjoining the workhouse, which, the guardians have rented for the 
purpose, their Lordships require to be informed of the amount of rates which 
have been made and collected in that union since last harvest ; and whether, 
by using proper exertions, the guardians might not provide the necessary 
woi’khouse accommodation without assistance from the rate-in-aid. 

In repI)^ I am to state for the information of their Lordships, that the rates 
made in Cahirciveen Union since last harvest were on the 29tli December and 
9 th January last respectively, and amounted to 2 J. 6 d. in the pound on five, 
electoral divisions, and 2 s. in the pound on the remaining four divisions. The 
Commissioners desire to state, that although the above-mentioned rates were 
tlie only rates made since haiwest, there were rates made in the mouth of July 
last, amounting to 3 s. in the pound on five electoral divisions, and to 3 6 d. 

in the pound on the remaining four electoral divisions, and which were in 
course of collection during the harvest, and up to the month of December. 

Thus making in the whole os. Qd. in the pound on each electoral division 
within a period of less than six months. 

The amount collected within that period was 4,784 L, and the amount uncol- 
lected on the 28th ultimo, 2, 083 I 3^. 11 d., the balance against the union on 
that date at foot of the. treasurer’s account being 25 1. 17 s. p. d. 

For the reasons adverted to by the Commissioners in their letter of the 23d 
ultimo, the Commissioners are of opinion that it would not he in the power of 
the guardians to provide the necessaiy workhouse accommodation without 
assistance from the Rate-in-Aid Fund, as the Commissioners believe there is no 
prospect of the guardians being able to obtain further premises in the Cahir- 
dveen Union which they could rent for auxiliary workhouses, and the demands 
for the relief of the destitute being so urgent as to prevent the application of 
any portion of the rates to building purposes. 



— No. 115.— 



Treasury Minute; dated 5tb March 1850. 

Write to the Commissioners, that under the circumstances stated in this No. J15. 
letter, and in their previous letter dated 23d ultimo, their Lordships have 
directed the Paymaster of Civil Services to hold at their disposal out of the 
General Rate-in-Aid Account the sum of 850?., for the purpose of enabling 
the Board of Guardians of Cahirciveen Union to provide additional temporar}’ 
workhouse accommodation. 



— No- 116 .— 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trexelyan ; dated 
25th May 1850. 



I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to forward, for the consideration of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the accompanying copy of a resolution of 
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the Board of Guardians of Cahirdveen Union, together with exti’acts from 
reports which the Commissioners have received from Mr. Horsley, temporary 
poor law inspector of that imion, dated respectively the 4th and I8th instant. 

From these documents it will appear that in addition to the great existing 
pressure for relief in that union, a further number of 366 paupers are about to 
be transferred from Kenmare Union to Cahirciveen, in consequence of the 
recent alteration of boundaries, by which a portion of the former union of 
Kenmare has been added to Cahirciveen. 



On receipt of Mr. Horsley’s report of the 1 8th instant, the Commissioners 
requested him to report whether there was any prospect of obtaining further 
workhouse accommodation in that portion of the union recently detached from 
Kenmare Union. The Commissioners also requested Mr. Horsley’s views as to 
the effect which might be produced by a limited order for out-door relief under 
the 2d section of the Poor Relief Extension Act, iir enabling the guardians to 
provide additional space in the workhouse establishments for the class of able- 
bodied men and their dependents, and as to the description of order which would 
in his opinion enable the guardians to withstand the further pressure for relief. 
The Commissioners received in reply a report, dated the 22d instant, of which a 
copy is herewith forwarded, from which it appears that Mr. Horsley was unable 
to suggest any means for providing additional accommodation in Cahirciveen 
Union ; while at the same time such an extension of out-door relief under the 
2d section as he suggested would not provide workhouse accommodation for 
more than 400 additional inmates. The Commissioners desire to state at the 
same time, that they did not feel justified in taking any further steps to induce 
the guardians of Kenmare Union to retain in their workhouse the paupers 
chargeable to Cahirciveen Union. The Kenmare Board has consented to 
maintain those paupers in their workhouse establishment since the 28th of 
March last, the date of the alteration of the boundaries of the unions ; but at 
the present time the workhouses of Kenmare Union are very much over- 
crowded, containing on the 1 1th instant about 830 inmates above the number 
which they were intended to accommodate, and tlie pressure for relief in that 
union continues to be very severe. 

Feeling strongly the great importance of withstanding the pressure for relief to 
the able-bodied classes at the present season, being aware that if any extension 
of relief be allowed in a single union the effect would be to increase the urgency 
of similar applications in other districts, and moreover not having any certainty 
that such a limited extension of relief as is contemplated by'- Mr. Horsley 
would meet the necessities of the ease, the Commissioners resolved in this 
emergency to adopt immediate measures for extending workhouse accommoda- 
tions in Cahirciveen Union in the only manner in which it could be effected, 
viz., by making an agi-eement with a respectable builder in Dublin, who has 
undertaken to transport the requisite materials and workmen to Cahirciveen, and 
to provide accommodation for 600 persons in temporary shed buildings, one half 
to be completed within three weeks, and the entire to be fit for occupation in 
five weeks. 



Considericg the necessity for transporting the materials by steamer toValentia, 
near Cahirciveen, and the difficulty of obtaining any of the necessary appliances 
in the district, the Commissioners consider that the amount of the tender for 
this purpose is very moderate, and they have instructed their architect, Mr. 
Wilkinson, to proceed to Cahirciveen for the pui*pose of making the necessary 
arrangements for the completion, of the temporary buildings. A further sum 
will be required for the purposes of providing bedding and some additional 
■clothing for the persons who may be admitted to the new buildings, and the 
Commissioners therefore have to request that their Lordships will be pleased 
to sanction a grant of 1,000 1. for the purposes of enabling them to carry out 
the arrangements above described. 

The Commissioners ti'ust that by a judicious use of the provisional powers 
intrusted to relieving officers, no unfortunate results will occur in consequence 
of the transfer of paupers from Kenmare to Cahirciveen, and they are assured 
that the attention of the inspector of those unions, Mr. Horsley, has been 
specially directed to the subject. 
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Enclosure 1 , in No. 116. 

Cahirciveen Umon. 

Extracts from Report of Mr. Horsley, Temporary Poor Law laspector: dated 
4 May 1850. 

The workhouse and auxiliaiy houses are overcrowded, although all persons eligible to End i in Nn i ii^ 
out-door rehefhave been removed from them. Whilst this is the case the number of able- ’’ 
bodied applicants for i-ehef is very great and dail)’ on the increase. Many of them have for 
some time past been living on shell-fish and sea-weed, and their health is fast giving way 
under such food. Notliing can be done for them, however, in the absence of worloioase 
room, and the guardians, being^ unable to make any order on their cases, have thrown the 
whole responsibility on the relieving officers, who have been strictly cautioned by me to 
observe great circumspection in giving or withholding provisional relief under the 7tli 
section of the Relief Extension Act. Cahirciveen Union being almost entirely a grazing 
district, there is little or no employment for the agricultural labourer at the present seasoiT, 
and therefoie this class will he more or less destitute until the potato crop arrives at 
maturity. 

There are 366 persons now chargeable to Cahirciveen Union still in the Kenmare work- 
house, and the Kenmare guardians are extremely anxious to get rid of them ; but as these 
persons, with the exception of 14 of them, are not relievable out of the workhouse, and as 
the Cahirciveen workhouse is already overcrowded, I am at a loss to know how they are 
to be provided for if the Kenmare guardians discharge them from the workhouse of that 
union. 



Enclosure 2, in No. 116. 

Cahiiiciveeh Union. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes of Cahirciveen Union; dated ICth May 1850 . 

The following extract from the Kenmare guaidians’ minutes of the 10th instant haviao- Pnci in \n iG 

been received by the clerk of this union and laid before the Board this day, ° • 

Resolved, That upon this day fortnight the paupers now in the house 'belono-ino- to the 
Cahirciveen Union be removed, and that tlie clerk do immediately apprize the Cahirciveen 
Board of Guardians of this resolution, with the necessary preparation for their reception 

Resolved, Tliat the Commissioners be informed that the Cahirciveen workhouse and 
auxiliaries are at this moment overcrowded with able-bodied inmates,and that the o-uardians 
after using every exertion,^have been unable to procure further auxiliary workhou'se accom- 
modation in the union. That whilst this is tlie case, the several relieving- officers’ books 
have large numbers of cases of able-bodied applicants for relief on them, eases with 
which the guardians cannot deal in the absence of workiiouse accommodation. Under 
these circumstances the guardians feel that, in the event of the Kenmare guardians carryiuv 
out the resolution referred to, they will he tinabie to provide for the relief of the paupers to 
be transferred from Keomare workhouse to the Cahirciveen Union, as all those pnupers 
are, with but few exceptions, able-bodied persons, and therefore not relievable out of the 
workhouse. Their numbers amount to over 350. 

Ordered, That the clerk send a copy of tlie above resolution to the clerk of the Kenmare 
Union, to be laid before the Hoard of Guardians there. 



Enclosure 3, in No. 116. 

Cahirciveen Union. 

Extract from Mr. Horsley's Report ; dated 18th May 1850. 

Adverting to the resolution passed by the Board with relation to the resolution of tlie End. 3 in No nC 
Kenmare Guardians to transfer to Cahirciveen, on Friday next, the paupers now in the > • . - 

Keomare workhouse and chargeable to Cahirciveen, I regret to state that the Cahirciveen 

f uardians have no prospect of obtaining further workhouse accommodation in that union. 

had hoped to have procured a large country residence within two miles and a half of the 
workhouse, and which would have been capable of containing about 300 inmates. Tlie 
tenant under the couits, however, is unwilling to set the house to the guardians, and I 
cannot therefore offer any suggestion as to the disposal of the able-bodied paupers who 
will arrive in Cahirciveen Union by Sunday or Monday week at the latest. I have adopted 
every means to clear the workhouse of all inmates that can with any show of truth be con- 
sidered as eligible to oul-door relief under liie 1 st section of the Relief Extension Act and 
I have permitted the master to run up the number of inmates to a considerable extent 
beyond the actual accommodation of the several buildings ; and noewithstandin? this the 
pressure for relief by able-bodied applicants is not only most intense, but is* also, to a 

0.44* P 3 considerable 
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considerable extent, the result of actual and true destitution. On Wednesday last, the 
applications from the eastern end of the union, including the districts ot three of the 
reUevino’ officers, were exceedingly numerous, but as the workhouse was perfectly full, but 
few persons could be given tickets of admission, and I observed the marks ot privation 
and famine on the countenances and persons of very many applicants, who had lo return 
to iheir respective localities without assistance of any kind being afforded to them. As far 
as I can juWe, I should say tliai every tliird applicant out of the gross number on the 
relieving offiMrs’ books is in the last stage of destitution ; but there are itianv, even of 
these, who would not accept the workhouse test had the guardians the means of applying 
it. At present all that can be «lone is to leave in the hands of the relieving officers the cases 
upon which the guardians can make no order, and endeavour to check, as far as possible, 
the administration of an unnecessary amount of provisional relief by those officers. 

Referring to the guardians’ application (or weekly advances to the union until the 
rates lately^ agreed t(T can be made and put in collection, I beg to state that the clei’k is 
engaged iii preparing the rate-books, and that no unnecessary delay will be pemiitted to 
interfere with the making, at as early a period as possible, the rate in question. 



Enclosure 4, in No. 116. 

Cahikciveen Union. 

Gentlemen, Cahirciveen, 22 May 1850. 

Enel. 4, in No. ti6. In reply to the Commissioners’ communication of the 21 st instant, requesting informa- 
tion “as to the effect which might be produced by a limited order for out-door relief 
under the second section of the Poor Law Extension Act, in enabling tlie guardians to 
provide additional space in the workhouse establisiunenls for the class of able-bodied men 
and their dependents, and as to the description of order which would enable the guardians 
to withstand the pressure for relief,” I beg to report that the number of able-bodied men 
in the workhouse at present bears an unusually large ratio to the numbers of the other 
classes, there being about 4C0 inmates of that class out of a gross number of 2,400, and 
I therelbre apprehend that a liberal order, authorising out-relief to women and their 
dependents, would be necessary in order lo enable the guardians to obtain such an amount 
of additional space in tlie workhouse establishnients as would afford a possibility of their 
being in a position to withstand and defeat the pressure for relief by the able-bodied 
men. 

If the Commissioners determine upon issuing a sealed order under the second section of 
the Relief Extension Act, I would recoimnend its being modified, so as to authorise out- 
door relief to destitute poor persons being “ widows, or being women whose husbands are 
confined in any gaol or place of safe custody, or are known to be absent from the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland ; or being children whose parents are both dead ; or 
being chiklien deserted bv both parents, prior to the 1 st of November 1849.” 

Such an order would, I believe, enaide the guardians to discharge from the workhouse 
and to tiansfer to out-relief 400 persons at least, and it would also enable them to relieve 
out of the workhouse several of those paupers who are about to be transferred from Ken- 
mare to Cahirciveen, and vvlio have already undergone the workhouse test in the former 
union. 

Adverting further to the Commissioners’ communication of the 21st instant, I beg to state 
that all efforts lo procure more workhouse accommodation have completely failed; and 
tliat unfortunately there are no buildings available for workhouse purposes in that portion 
of the union which has been recently detached from Kenmare. This is the more to be 
regi’elted, as I firmly believe that had the guardians vacant workhouse room for 1,000 
persons, not only might out-door relief, under the second section of the Relief Extension 
Act, be avoided altogether, but many persons now receiving it under the first section, 
might be offered the workhouse test with great advantage to the union. 

I have, 8cc. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) Samuel Horsley. 

Poor Law Office, Dublin. 



— No. 117.— 



Treasury Minute ; dated 31st May 1850. 

No. n 7 . Direct the Paymaster of Civil Services to place at the disposal of the Poor 

Law Commissioners the sum of 1,000/. out of the General Rate-in- Aid 
Account, at such times and in such proportions as the Commissioners may 
require, for the use of the Cahirciveen Union. 

Acquaint the Poor Law Commissioners, that although my Lords in con- 
sideration of the urgency of the circumstances stated by them in their letter, 
dated the 25th instant, have directed the Paymaster of Civil Services to place 
at their disposal the sum of 1,000 L for the purpose of providing extra work- 

house 
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house accommodation, bedding, and clothing for the use of the destitute noor 
m the Cahirctveen Union, yet their Lordships desire to call the Commissioners’ 
attention to their communication of the 23d February last applvin<r 'for an 
advance (subsequently granted) of 850/. to provide extra workhouse aecom 
modation in this union, in which they (the Commissioners) remark on the 
authority of Mr. Horsley, “ that if the guardians had workhouse accommodation 
for 2,500 or 3,000 inmates at their disposal (which they would have if the 
proposed buhdings were erected) very little, if any, out-door relief under the 
second section of the Poor Relief Extension Act, would require to be extended 
to the applicants for relief during the present year.” 



— No. 118.— 

Cahirciveen Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
8th October 1850. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to lay the following statement before the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasur}' : 

On the 23d February last the Commissioners applied to their Lordships to 
authorise an advance to them of a sum of 850 1. for the purpose of erecting 
shed buildings in Cahirciveen Union, within a walled garden, adjoining the 
workhouse of that union, by which means it was proposed to relieve the heiivj' 
pressure on the workhouse establishments of the union, and prevent the neces- 
sity of authorising out-door relief under the second section of the Extension 
Act, the guardians having applied to the Commissioners, on two occasions, as 
their Lordships were informed, for an order for that purpose. On receipt of 
their Lordships’ sanction to the advance being made, tlie Commissioners com- 
municated with their architect, Sir. Wilkinson, and with Mr. Horsley, tem- 
porary poor law inspector at Cahirciveen, as to the best means of providing 
additional accommodation, and it was afterwards found advisable, in conse- 
quence of a large number of paupers being about to be transferred to Cabir- 
civeeo from Kenmare Union, on account of the change of boundaiies, to pro- 
vide immediate temporary accommodation, and the Commissioners accordingly 
entered into aiTaugements for the erection at once of temporary shed build- 
ings in the garden referred to, by means of which additional accommodation 
for 600 inmates was placed at tlie disposal of the guardians of Cahirciveen 
Union. 

When the guardians first proposed renting the garden in question they 
understood that a lease of tlie premises for ever could be obtained ; it has, 
however, been since ascertained, that Mr. O’Connell, the landlord, who does 
not reside in the union, is precluded by his marriage settlement from granting 
a lease for a longer period than the term of his own life ; and the Commis- 
sioners have been advised by their solicitors, Messrs. Geale & Dwyer, that it 
would be advisable to purchase Mr. O’Connell’s interest in the premises, which 
he has agreed to sell to the Commissioners on their investing a sum of 300 1. 
in the funds, so as to secure to him a sum of 10/. annually, the rent at which 
the premises were proposed to be taken. 

The Commissioners accordingly request that their Lordships may be 
pleased to authorise an adimnce to the Commissioners of the sum of 300 /. 
out of the Rate-in-Aid Fund, to enable them to complete the purchase of the 
premises. 



— No. 119, — 

Treasury Minute; dated lOth October 1850. 

Write to the Commissioners, that previously to coming to a decision on 
this application, my Lords request to be informed whether the 300 1. in question 
cannot be paid out of the rates of the union. 



o*44- P4 — No. 120.— 
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— No. 120. — 

Cahircivebn Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
25th October 1850. 

I HAVE the honour, by the direction of the Commissioners for Administering 
the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your 
comnmnieation of the 12th instant, intimating that the Lords Commissio^^^^ 
of Her Maiesty’s Treasury are desirous to be informed whether the sum ot 300 i. 
reauired for the purpose of purchasing Mr. O’Connell’s interest in certain 
nremises at Bahoss, in Cahirciveen Union, alluded to m the Commissioners 
letter of the 8th instant, can be paid out of the rates of the union ; ^'•^d in 
reference thereto I am directed by the Commissioners to transmit herewith, for 
the information of their Lordships, a copy of a report which the Commissioners 
have received from their inspector, Mr. Horsley, with whom they communicated, 
on the subject on receipt of your letter. 



Enclosure in No. 120. 

Cahirciveen Union. 

Gentlemen October 1050. 

End ill No. 120 . In reply to the Commissionurs’ communication of the 15th instant, I beg to report, that 
in my opmion tlie guardians of the Cahirciveen Union could not possibly make any 
aminiement, lU present, .0 pay out of the rates the sum of 300 I winch is required to 

nnrdiase Mr. C. O’Comiell’s interest in the garden at Bahoss. 

The valuation of the union is extremely small (23,718 I)-, and upon this vauatmu, winch 
will undoubtedly be materially reduced whenever the Ordnance tenement valuation cotnes 
inio operation, miiform rates, amounting in all to 9 s. in the pound have been made on the 
several electoral divisions within the last 15 months ; and although these heavy rates have 
been collected to within a sum of 2,100 Z., or thereabouts, whilst large ass^tance beside 
has been afforded within ihe same period to the union from the Rate-in-Aid Fund, and flora 
the advances made under the provisions of Act 13 & 14 Vict. c. 14, the guardians are at this 

moment considerably in debt to contractors and other private parties. 

Whikt ibis is the case, there is also every reason to anUcipate, that this year, owinw to 
ihe almost total failure of the potato crop in the union, will be one of greater seveniy ihan 
the last, both as regards tlie amount of pauperism to be provided for, and the diminished 
power of the ratepayers to cope with it. 

The union is already looked upon as insolvent by contractors, and therefore no cicdit 
will be given for the cost of the weekly supplies of ihe heaviest articles of consumption ; 
and I look forward with alarm to the period wlien the weekly collecpoii of rates shall be 
insufficient to meet the payment of the weekly supplies of food required for the preservap 
tion of the lives of the destitute. . , 1 j- 

The rates have hitherto been cheerfully paid m the union, and the guardians are pie- 
pnred lo take the ratepayers 10 the verge of confiscation of properly ratlier than softer the 
poor to starve- but I W no hesitation in stating that the resources both of prcpnetors 
and occupiers are well nigh exhausted, and that veiy many of ihe latter class have recenUy 
emigrated to America, or sold off their chattels and property with a view to taking that 

‘■'°Ser these circumstances, I think it will be apparent to ihe Lords Commissioners of. 
Her Majesty’s Treasury, that the guardians of the Cahirciveen Union would neilh^ 
prudently nor be justified in endeavouring lo appropriate out of the rates the sum (300 L.)- 
required to purchase Mr. Connell’s interest in the land at Bahos_s._ 



To the Poor Law Commissioners, 
Poor Law Office, Dublin. 



I have, 8cc. 

(signed) Samuel Horsley. 



— No. 121.— 

Tbkastjei MimiTE ; dated 29th October 1850. 

No m. Weite to the Poor Law Commissioners that my Lords hare directed the 

Paymaster of Civil Service^ to pay to them the sum of 300 1., to enable the 
guardians of the Cahirciveen Union to complete the arrangement by which a 
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lease of the ground occupied by the temporary workhouse buildings will be 
secured during the lifetime of Mr. O'Connell. 

Direct the Paymaster of Civil Services to pay tlie sum of 300/. to the Poor 
Law Commissioners from the Rate-in-aid Fund for the use of the Cahirciveen 
Union. 



— No. 122. — 

Skibbereen Union and Skull Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
25th May 1850. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to forward to you, to be laid before the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the accompanying extract from minutes of 
proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Skibbereen Union at their meeting 
on the 1 6th instant, relative to the present financial position of the union ; and I 
am to state that altliough the Commissioners do not think the state of the union is 
such as to justify them at present in recommending their Lordships to grant an 
advance of money directly in aid of the rates of the Skibbereen Union, they 
think that the burthen of supporting a large proportion of the paupers of the 
newly formed union of Skull, the electoral divisions of which were heavily iir 
debt at the time of their separation from Skibbereen Union, is one which it 
ought not to be called upon to bear. 

A considerable proportion of the paupers of Skull Union have from the 
period of the formation of that union been maintained in the workhouse of 
Skibbereen Union, under the authority of an order of the Commissioners, issued 
in pursuance of the 3d section of the 12 & 13 Viet. c. 104, but the Skull Union 
has been wholly unable to make any payment to the Skibbereen Union on 
account of the maintenance of such paupers ; and Ihe Commissioners are 
informed by Mr. RoUeston, the temporary inspector in charge of the union, 
that while, it is most desirable that a payment should be made on that account, 
he cannot see from what funds it can be made, the rates in course of collection 
in Skull Union being barely sufficient to meet the current expenditure, which 
has absorbed all the available resources of the union ; and he states that, con- 
sidering that clothing, bedding, furniture, repairs, and fittings of the auxiliary 
workhouses in Skull Union had to be provided, he thinks that the guardians 
have managed their funds with great economy and prudence to have carried on 
the affairs of the union up to this time. 

Under these circumstances, the Commissioners think that some assistance 
may properly and with much advantage be granted to Skull Union, for the 
purpose of enabling it to discharge the debt due to Skibbereen Union for the 
maintenance of Skull paupers, and the Commissioners therefore recommend 
tliat a sum of 1,000 1. be placed at their disposal for the use of Skull Union, 
with permission to apply it towards payment of the debt due to Skibbereen 
Union. 

In making this application, it is right to acquaint their Lordships that the 
Commissioners have not yet availed themselves of their Lordship’s authorit}- to 
refund to Skull Union its own rate-in-aid, as they were desirous of reserving 
that fund till towards the close of the collection of the present rate, when the 
weekly lodgments must necessarily be considerably reduced, to be then ajiplied 
in supplying the deficiency, and the balance which may remain at the close of 
the collection to form a fund for canying on the administration of relief in the 
interval which must elapse before a new rate can be made. 

The time, however, has now arrived when the Commissioners think it neces- 
sary to afford some assistance to Skull Union for the purpose of its ordinary 
expenditure, the amount of rate remaining uncollected being only 514/., of 
which sum, probably 150/. will not be collectable until harvest, and the Com- 
missioners have therefore, on the recommendation of Mr. RoUeston, directed 
that a sum of 100 /. be remitted to SkuU Union, to be applied in aid of the 
current rates. 



Q Enclosure 
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Enclosure in No. 122. 

Skibbereen L%ion. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes ; dated Ifltfi May I860. 

End. in^Ko. 12a. Resolved, Tn reply to the leiter of ihe Commissioners, stating that they can hold out 
no hopes of any relief to this distre.ssed union fro)u the ratc-iri-aid, and also that they only 
can provide payment of the large debt due to our Board for the maintenance of Skull 
paupers (which debt now much exceeds 1,000/.) except as the resources of the Skull Union 
will allow them to repay it, which will be at some very distant period, from the known 
difficulties and distress of that union. We must again in the strongest lerms press on the 
Commissioners our awful position at this time. We have been compelled (to prevent the 
ruinous alternative of out-door relief) to provide large additional accommodation and to 
incur great expense in procuring clothing and bedding for the increased numbers now in 
our houses. Those heavy expenses have completely exhausted the large rate struck the 
24tli of January last, and though we have agreed on another large rate, it is completely 
and entirely impossible to expect any relief from that belbre August next, and we are now 
threatened with a stoppage of food supplies ; and should the Coaimissioiiers not accede to 
our request and kindly give us the assistance we asked for, we will resign that onerous duty 
which we feel we have lor so many years faithfully and honestly performed. 

This Board can confidently state that they have used every exertion in collecting the 
lates which were struck, and have imposed as lieavy ones as could be possibly collected 
in this distressed union, and hope ilie Commissioners will give them the same aid they have 
given to the neighbouring unions, and not compel the dissolution of this Board. 

Resolved, That a special meeting of the Board be convened for Friday the 24th May, to 
take the letter of the Commissioners and tiie reply we expect to our present resolution into 
their earnest consideration, and that our collectors be directed to dose their collecting- 
books by Tliursday tiie 6th of June, tliat the new i-ate-hooks may be made out with the 
least possible delay. 



— No. 123. — 

Treasury Minute; dated 3lst May 1850. 

No. 123. Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, that my Lords have authorised the 

Paymaster of Civil Services to pay to them the sum of 500 1. from the Rate-iu-Aid 
Fund, for the purpose of assisting the guardians of Skull Union in defraying 
the cost of supporting a certain proportion of their paupers in the workhouse 
of the Skibbereen Union ; but their Lordships do not consider that a larger 
grant than the above ought to be sanctioned for that purpose. 



— No. 124.— 

Skibbereen and Skull Unions. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Treryelyan ; dated 
14th June 1850. 

No. 124. With reference to your letter of the 1st instant, conveying the sanction of 

the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to a sum of 500L out of 
the Rate-in-Aid Fund being advanced to Skull Union, to enable that union 
to make a payment to the Skibbereen Union on account of the maintenance 
of paupers, under the third section of the 12 & 13 Viet. c. 104, 1 am directed by 
the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ire- 
land to request that their Lordships will be pleased to reconsider the subject, 
with a view to a further grant being made for the same purpose. 

The present financial condition of Skibbereen Union is much emban*assed. 
The collection is to be closed on the 20th instant, with a view to carrying for- 
ward the arrears into the new rate ; but in the meantime the guardians have 
no means at their disposal to provide for their current expenditure, and the 
contractors, to whom the guardians are deeply indebted, threaten to stop the 
supplies. 

The Commissioners, however, are still of opinion that Skibbereen Union 
ought to provide, without external aid, for the maintenance of its own poor; 

but 
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but iu the present state of its finances it is difficult to insist upon its continuing 
to provide for the maintenance of Skull paupers without prompt payment ; and 
from the great pressure of disfress in Skull Union (which constituted the 
poorest part of the old Skibbereen Union), it is not in a position to provide 
■workhouse accommodation for all the paupers chargeable to it, and is not likely 
to be able to do so until the new workhouse is built. It has, however, prortdecl 
accommodation for 1,330 persons, and there are at present 1,028 persons on 
the out-door relief lists. 

The rate of 3i. in the pound which w^as made on Skull Union is now very 
nearly exhausted, and some weeks must necessaidly elapse before any portion of 
a new rate can be made available, and even, then the Commissioners do not 
think it could, without veiy serious embarrassment, devote any portion of such 
new rate to pay Skibbereen Union. 

Under these circumstances, the Commissioners are of opinion that a further 
grant of 600 Z. to Skull Union, to be paid to Skibbereen Union, would be a 
judicious application of money from the rate in aid, and would at this period 
be of material advantage both to Skull and Skibbereen Unions ; and the Com- 
missioners therefore recommend their Lordships to authorise the issue of a 
further grant of that amount for the purpose above stated. 



— No. 125. — 

Teeasuby Min-ute; dated 18th June I860. 

Dibect the Paymaster of Gml Sei”vices to pay to the Poor Law Commissioners 
from the Piate-in-Aid Account the sum of 600/., for the use of the Skull Union. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, that my Lords having taken into con- 
sideration the additional circumstances stated by them in their letter in regard 
to the Skibbereen Union, have been pleased to direct the Paymaster of Civil 
Services to pay to them out of the Rate-in-Aid Account a further sum of 
500 to enable the Boai'd of Guardians of the Skull Union to discharge the claim 
of the Skibbereen Union, on account of the maintenance of paupers belonging 
to the former in the workhouse of the latter union. 



— No. 126. — 

Ballineobe Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevehjan ; dated 
Sth June 1850. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to state, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that they have received a resolution passed 
bj' the Board of Guardians of Ballinrobe Union, on the 22d ultimo, representing 
that they have found it necessary, with a view to meet the pressure for relief at 
present existing in the union, without having recourse to an extended system 
of out- door relief, to add to the workhouse accommodation; and requesting 
that so much of the rate-in-aid levied from the union as may enable them to 
meet the necessary expenditure may be refunded to them. 

The Commissioners have also received a report from Mr. W. H. Lucas, the 
temporary inspector of the union, in which he states that the guardians, being 
sensible of the importance of confining relief as fai" as practicable to the ■work- 
house, have taken steps from time to time to meet the pressure for relief by 
providing additional workhouse accommodation ; and tliat having now taken 
all the buildings in the union which are considered available for the purposes 
of auxiliary workhouses, they have contracted for the erection of additional 
buildings on the workhouse site. It is calculated that these buildings will be 
ready for occupation in about three weeks ; and the amount of the contract is 
450 1, which is to be paid to the contractor from time to time as the building 

The 



No. 125. 



No. 126, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




124 



CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING AMOUNTS RAISED 



The rates made in the Ballinrobe Union in September last amounted to 
4 s. 7 d. in the pound on the several eleetoval divisions ; the rates having varied 
from 5 s. 6d. to 3 s. in the pound. Mr. Lucas reports that the collection of 
poor-rate in the Ballinrobe Union has been successful, a sum exceeding 16,000 1. 
having been collected and lodged during the past seven months, amounting to 
about 3 s. 10<?. in the pound on the net annual value of the union. 

Mr. Bourke, the district inspector, states that he is of opinion that the Bal- 
linrobe Union has a strong claim to the advances which they now seek ; and he 
concum with Mr. Lucas in thinking that the rates have been well collected in 
the union, and its affairs well managed by the Board of Guardians. 

It appears that a sum of 2,138 1. has been paid by the Ballinrobe Union to 
the Rate-in-Aid Fund ; and the Commissioners feel warranted in bringing the 
circumstances now represented under the notice of the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury, and in requesting you to move their Lordships to 
authorise the Commissioners to refund a sum of 450 1. to the Board of 
Guardians, to enable them to meet the necessary expenditure in providing the 
additional workhouse accommodation, which is urgently required in the union. 



— No. 



127. — 



Ballinrobe Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
lOth June 1850. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to state, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury, that the Commissioners have this day received from 
Mr. Lucas, the temporary poor law inspector of the Ballinrobe Union, a 
report upon a resolution passed at the meeting of the Board of Guai’dians of 
the. Ballinrobe Union, on the 7th instant, applying to the Commissioners for 
the issue of an order, under the second section of the Irish Poor Relief Exten- 
sion Act, for affording out-door relief to certain classes not comprised in the 
fii-st section of the Act. 

It appears from Mr. Lucas’s report, that during the week ended the 1st 
instant, 600 persons were discharged from the workhouse, who were legally 
relievable under the first section of the Irish Poor Relief Extension Act, for the 
purpose of making room in the workhouse, hut that the admissions to the 
workhouse during the same period amounted to 479 persons ; and that the 
workhouse buildings on Thursday last were filled with a greater number of 
persons than can continue to be accommodated therein without danger to the 
sanitary state of the establishment. 

It appears to the Commissioners from the inspector’s report that a sudden 
and combined pressure has been made for relief upon the Board of Guardians ; 
a crowd of not less than 2,000 persons having presented themselves as appli- 
cants for relief on Thursday last. 

Mr. Lucas felt bound to advise the Board of Guardians not to admit any 
more paupers to the workhouse in its present state, especially as the bedding 
and clothing at the disposal of the Board of Guardians is inadequate to the 
wants of even the present number of inmates ; and the Commissioners perceive 
with satisfaction that the Board of Guardians exerted themselves to meet the 
pressure made upon them, and that they proceeded patiently to decide on the 
numerous applications for relief, which were not completely disposed of until 
10 o’clock at night. Mr. Lucas reports that, notwithstanding his suggestions 
to the contrary, orders for admission to the workhouse had been given to 195 
persons, making the total number of workhouse inmates 4,004, being a large 
excess over the number for which adequate accommodation had been provided; 
and the workhouse master not being furnished with a sufficient supply of either 
bedding or clothing, about 200 of the inmates were obliged to remain in their 
own garments, whilst many of the workhouse inmates had been unprovided 
with a bed since the last meeting of the Board. 

The medical officer of the workhouse reported to the Board of Guardians on. 

. Frida/ 
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Friday the / tli instant as follows ; “ The parent house is in a precarious state ; 
immediate steps should be taken to provide accommodation for the occupants 
of the probationary wards ; if not done quickly I fear the consequences may be 
disastrous. I would respectfully ask you not to admit another individual until 
accommodation shall have been provided. If you continue to admit, I fear an 
epidemic may arise in the house, which will be destructive to your officers, and 
render it necessar}'- that half the present inmates should be discharged. 

The Commissioners think that there is much reason to apprehend that the 
pressure which has been made upon the Board of Guardians for relief has been 
occasioned in great measure by the step which the Hoard of Guardians felt 
themselves compelled to take, of discharging on out-door relief such inmates of 
the workhouse as came within the provisions of the first section of the Irish 
Poor Relief Extension Act, and that if adequate workhouse accommodation 
had been at the disposal of the Board of Guai*dians, this extraordinary and 
sudden increase of applications for out-door relief could not have taken place. 

The Commissioners, for the reasons stated in a letter this day addressed to 
Mr. Lucas, a copy of which is enclosed herewith, have not felt warranted in 
complying with the request of the Board of Guardians for the issue of an order 
authorising them to afford relief out of the workhouse to the classes recom- 
mended by the inspector, but they have suggested as an alternative the im- 
mediate erection of temporary wooden builffings, for the purpose of enabling 
the Board of Guardians to continue to offer the test of in-door relief to appli- 
cants whose cases are doubtful; and if this plan can be forthwith carried into 
effect, the Commissioners do not doubt that the guardians will be able to with- 
stand the pressure which is made upon them, and that the expedient of 
affording out-door relief under the second section may be altogether avoided. 

The Commissioners are satisfied, however, that no exertions which the 
guardians could make would enable them to procure the funds which are im- 
mediately requisite for erecting the temporaiy wooden buildings, or for pro- 
viding the additional supply of bedding and clothing which are urgently 
required. 

The Commissioners are informed that all the buildings in the union which 
are suitable, and can be obtained, for workhouse purposes, have been occupied 
already by the Board of Guardians. They have therefore suggested the course 
pointed out iu their letter to Mr. Lucas : and under the circumstances they 
feel warranted in x'ecommending strongly that 1,000 I, to enable them to erect 
temporary wooden buildings, and 500 L for providing additional bedding and 
clothing, should at once be advanced for the Ballinrobe Union ; and they 
request that you will have the goodness to submit the case for the considera- 
tion of the L^rds Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, with a view to 
those sums being placed at the Commissioners’ disposal, in addition to the 
sum of 450?. applied for in their letter of the 8th instant. 



Enclosure in No. 127. 

Ballinkobe Union. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 10 June 1850 . 

I am’ directed by the Commis>.ioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor End. in No. 12 
in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your report, dated the 8th instant, relating to 
tlie Ballinrobe Union, in which you refer to the crowded state of the workhouse, to the 
number of inmates belonging to the unions of Clartmorris and Oughterard contained 
in it, and lo the report of the medical officer representing ihe danger of admitting any 
more persons to tlie workhouse; and you recommend the Cointnissioners to issue an 
order auihorising the guardians 10 afford out-door relief to the following classes of poor 
persons, not comprised'’in the 1st section of the Irish Poor Relief Extension Act, viz. : 

“ Destitute poor persons being widows with one child, or being women whose husbands 
are confined in a <xaol, or place of safe custody, or being wcjmen with one or more ille- 
gitimate children dependent on them, or being children whose parents are both dead.” 

In reply, I am to state that objections are fell by the Commissioners Ui a specification 
•of Some of the classes included in your lecommendatiDn, especially in regard to the 
proposal of conferring the privilege of out-door relief expressly on those classes. 

0.44. ° a 3 
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IJpcn the whole, the Cominissioners thinl; that the advantages derivable from a limited 
order of this tiHiure are not such as to countervail the many olrjections to the course 
proposed ; and in the advanced state of the season, and under the expectaiion prevailing 
of an early harvest, it appears undesirable to use the powers given to the Commissioners 
under the 2d secii'in cf the Extension Act, if that course can by possibility be avoided.jg 

The Commissioners have, therefore, applied to the Lords Cotinnissioiiers of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury for an advance of 1 ,OOO.A, to enable them to provide additional workhouse 
accommodation for the Ballinrobe Union by the erection of wooden buildings, and for 
600/. lor the necessary bedding and clothing; and the Commissioners have instructed 
their architect, wiili whom they request you to co-operate, to take immediate steps for tlie 
erection of the buildings. 

The Commissioners trust that tlie guardians will concur in the expediency of this 
course; but in any event, the Commissioners wish it to be carried out with tlie least 
possible delay, in exercise of their own authority under the 35th section of the Act 1 & 2 
Viet. c. 50. 

The Commissioners think tliat the present overcrowded state of the workhouse should 
be relieved as soon as practicable ; and during the interval which may arise before the 
additional workhouse accommodation erm be made available, the relievino- officers must 
if necessary, exercise with proper discrimination the powers of provisional relief which 
they possess in cases of sudden and urgent necessity, which powers, you are aware, 
extend to cases not relievnble by the guardians under the 1st section <if the Irish Poor 
Relief Extension Act. 

j am to request that you will be good enough to communicate the substance of these 
ructions to the Board of Guardians. 

By order, See. 

To W. H. Lucas, Esq., (signed) W. Stanley, Secretary. 

Temporary Poor Law Inspector, 

Tuam. 



— No. 128.— 

Treasury Minute; dated 11th June 1850. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners that my Lords have had before them 
their letters, dated the 8th and 10th instant, in the first of which they recom- 
mend that the sum of 450/. should be refunded to tlie guardians of the 
Ballinrobe Union out of the amount which has been contributed by that union 
to the rate-in-aidj to enable them to i>rovide additional temporary workhouse 
accommodation, and in the second a further issue fi-om the Rate-in-Aid Fund 
of 1,000 /. for erecting temporary wooden buildings, and of 500 /. for providing 
additional bedding and clothing, is recommended for the same union under 
certain extraordinary circumstances, described in the letter. 

State that the Paymaster of Civil Services has been directed to pay to them 
the first-mentioned sum of 450 1. 

As regards the additional sum of 1,500/., it is obviously desirable to avoid 
the expenditure of this large sum for the purpose of providing temporary 
workhouse accommodation at this late period of the season, if it is possible to 
do so ; and it may be hoped that when it shall be seen that the guardians ai-e 
determined not to yield to the combination which has been formed for the 
purpose of extorting out-door relief, the pressure will be diminished, and it 
will nut ultimately be necessary to incur the whole expense. 

My Lords will therefore not, for the present, give dii-ections for any issue 
beyond the first-mentioned sum of 450 1 . ; but they will be prepared to autho- 
rise a further grant, not exceeding in the whole 1,500/., if circumstances 
should render it necessaiy. 

Direct the Paymaster of Civil Services to pay to the Poor Law Commis- 
sionei-s out of the Rate-in-Aid Account, for the use of the Ballinrobe Union, 
the sum of 450 /., in such proportions and at such times as the Commissioners 
may require. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




UNDER GENERA!. RATE IN AID ACT, IRELAND. 
— No. 129.— 



127 



The Poor Law Comraissionei's to Sir C. E. Trevelyan : dated 
loth June 1850. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1 3th 
instant, in reply to the Commissioners’ letter of the lOth instant, conveying 
the sanction of the Lords Commissioners of Her hlajesty’s Treasur}' to the 
application of a sum of 450 1. to the use of the Ballinrobe Union, and stating 
that their Lordships will be prepared to authorise a fiirther grant, not exceeding 
1,500 A in the whole, if circumstances should render it necessary, expressing 
at the same time a hope that the present pressure on the workhouse may be 
met by the guardians without resorting to the step proposed at this late season 
of the yeai’. 

In reply, I am to state, for the infonnation of their Lordships, that the 
Gommissiouere have informed the temporary inspector of the Ballinrobe Union 
and their architect of the wish of their Lordships that no more should be 
expended of the sum applied for than may be absolutely necessary. I am at 
the same time to request, that you will be good enough to move them Lord- 
ships to authorise a remittance of 1,000 1. to the credit of the Commissioners 
for the purpose of being applied to providing such additional temporary 
accommodation as may be found to be necessary, which sum the Commis- 
sioners will endeavour not to exceed. 

The necessity for this outlay has reference not to Ballinrobe Union only, but 
to a large district of unions in which there is at present a considerable pres- 
sure on the workhouses ; and the issue of an order under the 2d section of 
the Irish Poor Relief Extension Act in one union would probably lead to its 
issue in other unions. 

Their Lordships will observe, that under the 2d section of the Act referred 
to, “if at any time it is shown,” to the satisfaction of the Commissioners, 
“ that by reason of the want of room in the workhouse of any union, or in 
such additional woi’khouse or workhouses as may have been or may be pro- 
vided,” adequate relief cannot be afforded tlierein, the Commissioners have an 
authority to issue an order eiapowering the Board of Guardians to give out- 
door relief to classes of persons not included within th.e provisions of the 
1st section of the Act, and under circumstances like those descnhed by 
Mr. Lucas as existing at Ballinrobe, the Commissioners would not feel them- 
selves justified in withholding an extension of out-relief, unless the means 
exist of providing further workhouse accommodation. 

"VVith regard to the advanced state of the season, the Commissioners desire 
to point out that not only the necessity for out-relief, but the expectation of 
its being affoi*ded in future seasons, will be prevented by the provision of work- 
house accommodation now. 



— No. 130. — 

Treasouy Minute; dated 18 June 1852. 

Write to the Paymaster of Cinl Services to make the following payment to 
the Poor Law Commissioners from the Rate-in- Aid Fund : for Ballinrobe 
Union, 1,000!. 

Acquaint the Poor Law Commissioners. 



— No. 131.— 

Bailinbobe Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
19 th June 1850. 

With reference to the letters addressed to you of the 8th, 10th, and 15th 
instant respective!}', on the subject of the pressure for relief at present existing 
in the Ballinrobe tJnion, and containing' applications for an advance of money 
U.44. a 4 
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to enable the Board of Guardians, without having recourse to the administra- 
tion of out-door relief, under the 2d section of the Irish Poor Relief Extension 
Act, to meet the wants of the destitute poor by increasing the workhouse 
accommodation, 1 am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws 
for Relief of the Poor in Ireland to state, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that the Commissioners have re- 
ceived a further report on the state of the union from the temporary poor law 
inspector, Mr. W. H. Lucas. 

Mr. Lucas reports, that having communicated to the Board of Guardians, at 
their meeting on the 14th instant, the instructions contained in the Commis- 
sioners’ communication to him, a copy of which was enclosed in their letter of 
the 1 0th instant, the Board passed unanimously a resolution expressing their 
full concurrence in the expediency of the course adopted by the Commissioners 
in declining to issue an order authorising out-door relief under the 2d section 
of the Irish Poor Relief Extension Act, and recommending the erection of 
temporary buildings. 

Mr. Lucas reports that the present workhouse buildings are all still very 
much crowded, and that the numbers on out-door relief have increased from 
2,133 for the week ended the 1st instant, to 2,723 for the week ended the 
8th instant. 

With regard to the funds at the disposal at the Board of Guardians, Mr. 
Lucas states, that they took into consideration the financial condition of the 
union, and that the amount remaining in the hands of the treasurer, giving 
credit for outstanding cheques, was at the date of Mr. Lucas’ report 115 and 
the expense of maintenance in the workhouse for the week ended the 8th 
instant was 158 Z. 17^., and for out-door relief 62 Z. 14 s. 6 t/., making a total 
expenditure of 221 /. Us. 6d. 

Mr. Lucas states that it is most desirable that the guardians should be in a 
position to dischai’ge the contractors’ claims weekly, as the conditions of the 
principal contracts, which are very advantageous, are such, that any delay in 
payment would release the couti’actors from their Hability ; and he recommends 
that the guardians should be refunded so much of the rate-in-aid paid by the 
union as will enable them to dischar*ge the current expenses for provisions. 

A sum of 2,138 1., as the Commissioners stated in their letter of the 8th 
instant, has been paid by the Ballinrohe Union on account of the rate-in-aid, 

The Commissioners have received authority to return 450 1. of this amount 
to the Board of Guardians, and have applied in their letter of the 15th instant 
for 1,000 1. more ; the advance of these sums will leave a balance of 688 ?., and 
the Commissioners feel warranted, under the circumstances, in requesting you 
to move the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasm-y to authorise 
them to refund that amount to the Board of Guardians, to be applied from 
time to time in assisting the guardians to proride for the purchase of supplies 
of food for the destitute poor. 



— No. 132. — 

Treasury Minute; dated 21st June 1850. 

No. 132. Direct the Paymaster of Civil Services to pay to the Poor Law Commis- 

sioners, for the use of the Ballinrohe Union, at such times and in such 
proportions as may be required, the sum of 688 Z., being the balance remaining 
of the sum of 2,138 Z. paid by the Ballinrohe Union to the General Rate-in- Aicl 
Fund. 

Acquaint the Poor Law Commissioners. 



— No. 133.— 

OUGHTERARD UnION. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
27th September 1850. 

No. 133. I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 

the Poor in Ireland to state, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury, that the Commissioners received a report, on the 9tli 

instant, 
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instimt, from Mr. John Hall, the temporary poor law inspector of the Ou^h- 
terard Union, informing them of the destruction by fire, on the 7th instant” of 
a considerable portion of the temporary workhouse buildings which hare been 
erected at Oughternrd. An investigation has been held by the local magis- 
trates into the origin of the fire, wliich appears to have been accidental and 
the Commissioners regret to add, that the Board of Guardians hud not concluded 
a negotiation in which they were engaged for the insurance of the premises. 

On receipt of Mr. Hall's report, the Commissioners instructed their architect 
Mr. Wilkinson, to proceed to Oughterard, and they have received a report from 
him on the damage which has been done by the fire, in which he states that 
the roof and other woodwork of three out of four detached ranges of buildings 
have been destroyed, but that the damage done to the buildings may be repaired 
by placing slated roofs on the present walls, which are of a good and solid 
description. 

The Commissioners have also bad before them a resolution passed by the 
Board of Guardians on the l/th instant, representing the necessity which 
exists for providing sufficient workliouse accommodation, with a view to their 
being enabled to withhold out-door relief in the union during the ensuinn; year, 
and pomting out the additional expense imposed on the union by being obliged 
to contribute to the establishment charges of the Ballinrobe and Galway Unions 
which would be saved, if sufficient workliouse accommodation were available at 
Oughterard. The guardians desire, in order to effect this object, to place new 
roofs on the ranges of buildings which have been injm*ed by the fire, in the 
manner suggested by the Commissioners’ architect, and they request that under 
the peculiar circumstances of the case an advance of money may be made to the 
tmion sufficient for the purpose. 

In a further report upon this subject, Mr. J. Hall, temporary poor law’ 
inspector, states his opinion, that the course proposed by the guardians is the 
most economical, and the most likely to he attended with beneficial results of 
any that can be adopted under the circumstances. 

He observes that the Board of Guardians of Oughterard Union are desirous 
to have the destitute j)oor receiviug relief at the cost of the union under their 
immediate control and superintendence, and that the portion of the establish- 
ment charges of the Ballinrobe and Galway Unions to which the Oughterard 
Union w ould be liable, if it should be necessary, in consequence of the want of 
workhouse accommodation in the union, to continue the reservation orders in 
force, would be a very considerable amount, while a staff and an establishment 
must still be kept up at Oughterai’cl, the cost of which would not be materially 
increased by any additional accommodation that may be provided. 

He further states that should the Board of Guardians of Oughterard Union 
be enabled to repair the temporary workhouse buildings as proposed, they will 
have sufficient workhouse accommodation, when the permanent workhouse shall 
have been completed in the month of January next, to meet the requirements 
of the union without having recourse to the workhouses of Galway or Ballin- 
robe Unions, and without the necessity of giving out-door relief; while, if 
funds for the above purpose be not afforded to them, it will be necessary to 
continue for a long period the reservation orders on the wox-khouses of the 
Galway and Ballinrobe Unions ; and the additional outlay for establishment 
expenses, thereby rendered necessary, would in one year amount to a greater 
sun\ than would now be required to repair the temporary buildings in the manner 
proposed. 

Mr. Hall further states his opinion, that it is not in the power of the 
guardians to meet this expense from the current rates 'of the union. Mr. 
R. Bourke, the inspector of the district, concui’s with Mr. Hall and the Board 
of Guardians in thinking it very desirable to restore the buildings which have 
been damaged, and he states, that without these buildings the accommodation 
provided will be altogether insufficient for the requirements of the union. 

The cost of repairing the buildings in the manner proposed will be about 600 
A sum of 223 1 . remains unappropriated out of the grants already sanctioned bv 
their Lordships for the Oughterard Union. 

The Commissioners think that 200/. of this sum will be available for the 
purpose of restoidng the buildings which have been injured by fire. A sum of 
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400 1. would, however, still remain to be provided, and the Commissioners 
request that you will be good enough, under the circumstances of the case, to 
move the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to authorise the 
grant of that sum from the rate in-aid, to enable the Board of Guardians of 
Ougliterard Union to repair the buildings refen-ed to. 



— No. 134. — 

Treasury Minute; dated 4tli October 1850. 

Write to the Commissioners, tliat under the special circumstances reported 
in this letter, my Lords are pleased to authorise a grant of 400 1. from the Rate- 
in-Aid Eund to the guardians of the Oughterard Union, for the purpose of 
enabling them to repair the damage wluch has been caused by fire in the 
temporary workhouse buildings ; and the Paymaster of Civil Services has 
been accordingly instructed to transfer that sum to their (the Commissioners’) 
account. 

Direct the Paymaster of Civil Services to pay the sum of 400 1. to the Poor 
Law Commissioners from the Rate-in-Aid Fund, for the use of the Ough- 
terard Union. 



— No. 135. — 

Clifden Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Treoclyan ; dated 
16th December 1850. 

I HAVE the honour, by direction of the Commissioners for Administering the 
Laws for Relief of tlie Poor in Ireland, to state, for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that the Boai'd of Guardians 
of Clifden Union have represented to the Commissioners the necessity of 
providing additional accommodation at the main workhouse at Clifden, with a 
view to reducing the lai’ge expenditure now incurred for rent and repairs of 
auxiliary workhouses, and for salaries and rations of officers, and also with a 
view to centralizing the duties of the Board, and facilitating the inspection 
which is necessary for more effectuaUy superiutending the workhouses, and 
checking the accounts of the expenditure. 

The Commissioners have received a report from their inspector, Mr. Hall, 
in which he estimates the yearly loss to the union in consequence of the want 
of sufficient accommodation at the principal workhouse at ] ,700 1., and he has 
submitted a plan and estimate for providing increased workhouse room for 
1,200 persons, with a proportionate increase of hospital accommodation. Mr. 
Hall states that if the plans submitted by him be carried out the probable 
saving to tlie union which would be effected in five years would amount 
to 6,800 /. 

On receipt of the plans prepai’cd by Mr. Hall the Commissioners submitted 
them to their architect, and his estimate of the sum which would be required 
to carry out the entire plan exceeded that of Mr. Hall ; but the Commissioners 
have arranged modifications of the plans, so that the entire cost of their exe- 
cution should not exceed 2,000 1., at the same time retaining the portions 
"which appeared most essential to the completion of the central establishment. 

The Commissioners desire to state that a rate of 5 s. in the pound has been 
recently made in the several electoral divisions of the union, the entire produce 
of which is requii'ed to provide the necessaiy supplies for the maintenance of 
the inmates of the workhouse, whose number amounted, on tbe /th instant, to 
nearly 1,600, and the Commissioners have reason to believe that the guardians 
could not obtain a loan of the amount necessary to carry the proposed build- 
ings into effect, and they could not provide for the expenditure out of any 
rates which could be collected in the union. 

The 
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The Commissioners are desirous that the circumstances of the case should 
receive the consideration of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
and they request that you uill he good enough to submit them to their Lord- 
ships, with a recommendation for a grant of 2,000 1. from the Rate-iu-Aid Fund, 
to enable the Board of Guardians to provide the increased accommodation 
required. 



— No- 136. — 

Westport Union. 

The Poor Law Coiuniissioners to Sir C. E. Tvexelycin ; dated 
14th December 1850. 

I HAVE the honour, by direction of the Commissioners for Administering the 136. 

Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to state, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that they have received from the 
Board of Guardians of Westport Union a re.solution representing that the rent, 
taxes, supply of water, and casual repairs of buildings occupied by the guar- 
dians as auxiliary workhouses amount to 850 L a year, and that it appealed to 
the Board that if a permanent addition to the workhouse to accommodate 2,000 
persons could be erected for 3,400 1. a very considerable annual saving to the 
union would be effected. 

On receipt of this resolution the Commissioners requested their architect to 
furnish them with a report on the subject. From the report wliich the Com- 
missioners received it appeal's that the estimate of the guardians as to the 
probable expense of an addition to the workhouse for 2,000 persons was much 
too low, but that suitable additions could be made to the workhouse at a 
moderate cost by making use of the offices of the original buildings, whereby 
the Board of Guardians would be enabled to dispense with some of the smaller 
auxiliary buildings rented by them. 

Upon the receipt of the architect’s report the Commissioners instnicted him 
to proceed to Westport, and to confer with the Board of Guardians on the suii- 
ject, the Commissioners concurring in opinion with him that an addition to 
the workhouse capable of accommodating from 600 to 800 children, with a 
cori’esponding extension of yard room, would be a preferable arrangement to 
that proposed by the guardians. 

The Commissioners at the same time intimated to the architect the possibility 
of their being able to obtain the authority of the Lords Commissioners of Hri- 
Majesty’s Treasury for the expenditure from the rate-in-aid of about 2.000 1. 
for the object proposed, and at the same time informed the Board of Guardians 
that they were favourable to such an extension of workhouse room at the main 
building as might enable them to abandon possession of several of their smaller 
auxiliaries, but that the present workhouse premises would not bear so large 
an addition as that contemplated liy the guardians. The Commissioners’ 
architect accordingly proceeded to Westport, and having consulted with the 
Board of Guai’dians, they finally adopted a plan prepared by him, by which in- 
creased accommodation can be provided for 700 persons. 

With regard to the means of providing for the proposed expenditure, the 
Commissioners desire to state that a general rate of 5 s. in the pound has 
recently been made by the Board of Guardians, the entire proceeds of which 
will be required to provide for the maintenance of the destitute poor, and the 
Commis-sioners have no reason to think that the guardians would be enabled 
to defray the expense of providing the increased workhouse accommodation out 
of the rates, or that they could effect a loan for the purpose. 

The Commissioners request that you will be good enough to submit the 
matter for the consideration of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's- 
Treasuiy, with a view to their being authorised to grant a sum of 2,000 1. from 
the i-ate-in-aid to make the proposed additions to the workhouse. 



— No. I3“. — 
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— No. 137.— 

Treasury Minute ; dated 21st Januaiy 1851. 

Nil, 1 37. Write to the Poor-law Commissioners, that my Lords having considered 

their letters dated 14th and 16th ultimo, recommending gi-ants of 2,000 Z. each 
to the Westport and Clifden Unions, for the purpose of enabling the guardians 
of those unions to provide additional permanent workhouse accommodation, 
are of opinion that the proposed grants would be inconsistent with the object 
for which the rate-in-aid was established by Parliament, which was to give tem- 
porary assistance to distressed unions, and their Lordships cannot therefore 
give their sanction to these grants. 



— No. 138.— 

Galway Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
19th February 1851. 

No. 138. The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 

Ireland have had under consideration a resolution of the Board of Guardians 
of Galway Union, on the subject of the industrial training of the children 
in the workhouse, in which the guardians state, that by removing the girls in 
the workhouse to the Dangan auxiliary, in which building the boys are already 
located, and by the erection of the necessary offices there, they would be 
enabled to afford the children extended practical knowledge of agricultural 
operations by means of the farm which the guai'dians occupy, in pursuance of 
the Act 11 & 12 Viet. c. 25. The guardians at the same time state that they 
have no funds to apply to this purpose, the present rate being scarcely sufficient 
to defray the current expenses of the union, and they request the Commis- 
sioners to obtain for them a grant of such a sum as will enable them to carry 
out the pi'oposed arrangements. 

The Commissioners have received a report from Mr. Hall, temporary poor 
law inspector, in which he states that, in addition to the necessaiy farm offices 
at Dangan, the guardians propose to fit up a proper kitchen or cook-house, a 
washhouse, and a laundry, in order that the girls may be instructed in such 
domestic occupations as will fit them for service when they arrive at a proper 
age ; he also states that the guardians contemplate the erection of sheds for 
cattle, and workshops for the boys, in which they may be taught trades of 
general usefulness in the country, such as weaving, smithwork, carpentry, shoe- 
making, and the manufacture of the ordinary agricultural implements. 

Mr. Hall reports, however, that the union fiirances will not admit of the 
guardians carrying out these arrangements without assistance, as all the funds 
which the collectors can realize are required to defray the current expenses, 
and to discharge a portion of the liabilities which have been incurred since the 
23d February 1850, to which date the liabilities were discharged by the funds 
advanced to the union under the Act 13 Viet. c. 14. 

In a report which the Commissioners have received from Mr. Bourke, poor 
law inspector, he recommends that funds should be advanced for the purpose. 
Mr. Bourke states that the rates which were made in October last, and which 
in some instances amounted to 5 s. in the pound, averaging 2s. Ad. over the 
■entire union, were calculated upon an estimate framed with a view to meet the 
expenses for maintenance, clothing, and establishment alone, and that by an 
active collection of these rates and the aiTears of the former rate, and by strict 
economy, it may be hoped that the union will be enabled to support its poor by 
means of the rates collected in it up to harvest next ; but if any considerable 
portion of the collection were to be devoted to building, Mr. Bourke is of 
opinion that tliis desirable object could not be attained. Mr. Bourke further 
states, that by the erection of the proposed offices a very complete establish- 
ment can be provided at Dangan, in which the youthful classes of all the poor 

requiring 
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requiring relief in tlie union can be given a sufficient education, both literary 
and industrial, to afford them the means of obtaining independent support. 

The estimated expense of erecting the additional offices is 1,150 1., and under 
the circumstances reported by Mr. Hall and Mr. Bourke, the Commissioners 
request that you will be good enough to submit the case for the consideration 
of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, with a view that their 
Lordships may be pleased to authorise an advance of 1,150 L from the Rate-iu 
Aid Fund to enable the Board of Guardians to carry out the arrangements 
referred to. 



— No. 



139. — 



Treasury Minute; dated 21st February 1851. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, in reply to their letter applying for a No, 139. 
grant of 1,150 Z. from the Rate-in-Aid Fund, to enable the guardians of the 
Galway Union to carry out arrangements for the industrial training of the 
children in the workhouse, that my Lords are of opinion that the fund esta- 
blished by the Act 1 2 Viet. c. 24, is not applicable to the above-mentioned 
object, and they therefore cannot sanction the proposed grant. 



-No. 140.- 



Galway Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan j dated 
13th June 1851. 

I HAVE the honour, by direction of the Commissioners for Administering the 
Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to state, for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasuiy, that the Commissioners hare 
received an application from the Board of Guardians of Galway Union for 
assistance to enable them to provide some additional temporary workhouse 
accommodation in the union. 

The Commissioners have already been in communication with the Board of 
Guai'dians on the subject and had declined to make an application for authority 
to assist them in works which were at first proposed at the workhouse near the 
town of Galway, but tlie guardians have relinquished the intention to which 
the Commissioners objected, and are now desirous of erecting sheds of^a tem- 
porary nature at the auxiliary workhouse, which is occupied at Dangau in con- 
junction with a farm for the instruction of the boys in agriculture. 

If the guardians are assisted to erect the proposed sheds they will be enabled 
to remove the girls at the parent workhouse to Dangan, and thereby render 
the system of instruction of the younger inmates of the workhouse in agricul- 
tural pursuits more complete aud satisfactory than is at present, whilst boys 
alone are engaged. 

Mr. Bourke, the district inspector, points out the double advantage which 
would arise from the proposed extension of accommodation at Dangan, as the 
guardians would obtain the additional workhouse room, which is urgently re- 
quired, and the arrangements at the farm, which is calculated to be of great 
advantage to the union as a means of imparting sound agricultural instruction 
to a large number of the younger workhouse inmates, would thereby be much 
facilitated and rendered more effective. 

As regards the means at the disposal of the guardians for carr}'ing out this 
•desirable object, the Commissioners are informed that the ordinary resources 
of the union will be scarcely sufficient to provide food and clothing for the 
workhouse inmates and to defray the ordinary charges of the workhouse, and 
that the guai’dians cannot hope therefore to be able to execute the proposed 
•works without assistance. _ . 

New rates, amounting in some divisions to 5 s. in the pound, were made m 
-the Galway Union in October last ; these rates were estimated to realize a suni 
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of 5,897 1; and 5,030 1. had been collected up to the 10th ultimo from these 
rates, and the arrears of former rates, leaving a considerable sum outstanding, 
which the guardians are endeavouring to collect, but which the state of some 
of the properties in the union does not admit of their realizing immediately. 

The works now proposed to be executed at Dangan ai*e estimated to cost 
about 1,200 1., and the Commissioners feel assured that the guardians could not 
provide that amount out of the current funds of the union. They agree with 
Mr. Bourke in thinking it desirable that the accommodation at Dangan should 
he increased by the erection of temporary sheds, with a view to the removal of 
the female children from the parent workhouse to that establishment, and to the 
concentration of the children at the farm, and they request that you will be 
good enough to submit the circumstance of the case to their Lordslups, with a 
view to the Commissioners being authorised to advance a sum of 1 ,200 1. to the 
Board of Guardians of Galway Union for the pui-pose from the Rate-in-Aid 
Fund. 



— No. 141.- 



Treasujiy Minute ; dated 17th June 1851. 

No. 141. Write to the Commissioners that the proposal now submitted by them 

appears to my Lords to he substantially the same as that made in their letter 
of the 19th February last, to which my Lords stated that they were unable to 
accede ; and their Lordships desire that the Commissioners may be reminded 
that the Rate-in-Aid Fund can be applied only to the object of assisting 
guardians of unions to provide for the support of the destitute poor, and may 
not be directed to purposes of education and social improvement. 



- No. 142.— 



Newcastle Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan dated 
15th A])ril 1851. 

No. 142. The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 

Ireland have the honour to submit to the consideration of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury the following report upon the papers referred 
to them by their Lordships, relating to the claim of the guardians of Newcastle 
Union to be allowed a sum of 6,880/. from the rate-in-aid. 

According to the estimate prepared by the Board of Guardians, this sum 
comprises a sum of 1,000 ?. proposed to be e.xpended in the building of an 
addition to the workhouse, according to jjlans prepared by the architect of this 
Commission, and the remainder is the difference between the amount which the 
guardians propose to levy by immediate rates, and the estimated amount of the 
requirements of the union to the 29th September 1851, including therein debts 
due at the time of striking the rate. The total amount of those requirements, 
excluding the 1 ,000 ?. above mentioned, is 1 4,893 /., and this comprises a sum. 
of 10,186 ?. as the estimated poor law expenditure of the current half-year. 

The latter estimate is, to say the least, a' liberal one ; the total expenditure 
of the corresponding half-year in 1850 having amounted to 10,171 ?•, whereof 
the sum of 2,391 /. was expended in out-door relief, whereas at present relief in 
the Newcastle Union is afforded altogether in the workhouse. 

The Commissioners admit that the union of Newcastle has heretofore been 
most heavily burthened with poor rates ; but the present application of the 
guardians for the large sum above stated, and which the guardians observe is 
their “ first application," appears to rest, in some measure, on the supposition 
that they ought to have been assisted through previous difficulties by a grant 
from the former rate-in-aid, to which fund the former union of Newcastle, now 
materially reduced in its boundaries and population, contributed a sum of 
2,403/. 

On 
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On this point the Commissioners desire to observe that, heavy as the expen- 
diture of Newcastle Union undoubtedly was in the year 1849, circumstances 
did not arise which, in the opinion of the Commissioners, would have enabled 
them to make a successful application to their Lordships for a grant from the 
rate-in-aid in favour of this union. 

It is well to oiiserve that the entire debts of the former union of Newcastle, 
to the 31st December 1849, were met by an advance of 11,3/2 h from the 
300,000 1. loan, immediately after which the boundaries of the union were 
altered, so as to include a populatiou of 46,144, instead of 60,00”, according 
to census of 1841 ; and a net annual value of 55,574 instead of 74,933 L, the 
valuation of the former union. 

The question arising on the present application the Commissioners think 
should be limited to the amount which their Lordships may think it right to 
award to this union from the rate-iii-aid made leviable by the Commissioners’ 
order of the 23d December 1850 : and the Commissioners cannot but regal’d it 
in connexion with that particular levy, because they find that a few, days before 
the guardians determined to make this application to their Lords!ii])s, they 
framed a petition to both Houses of Parliament, expressing their sui’prise and 
indignation at the conduct of the Poor Law Commissioners in issuing that 
order for a further rate-in-aid, and praying Parliament to prevent the Commis- 
sioners from enforcing that order ; and the guardians at the same time took 
the rather unusual step of corresponding on this subject with the other Boards 
of Guardians in Ireland. 

Limiting the scope, therefore, of the present application to tlie fund provided 
by the last rate-in-aid order, the Commissioners feel themselves bound to 
observe, that since the alteration of the boundaries of the union a greater 
degree of inequality in the rating of the several electoral divisions has been 
established, by reason of the reduction of the areas of rating, than that which 
previously existed. This inconvenience, which could not have been altogether 
avoided by the Boundary Commissioners in carrying out the principle of making 
the limits of the estates of individual propiietors correspond with the limits of 
electoral divisions, appears to the Commissioners to entitle the union ot New- 
castle, and a great many other unions in Ireland, to a favourable consideration 
of their claim to receive back the amount of their own contribution to the rate- 
in-aid of December 1850, to be applied in aid of electoral divisions of which tiie 
rating is excessive, in comparison with the rating of other electoral divisions in 
the same union. 

For example, it appears that in Newcastle Union the electoral division of 
Boola was rated by a poundage of 11 9 d, in the course of the yeai’ 1850, 

and the poundage actually required for that division for the curreiil rate is 
said to be 13 5. 5 c/.; again, the electoral division of Fernagh, in the same 
union, was rated by a poundage of IO 5 . 6 d. in the year 1850, and is said to 
require a poundage of 1 1 2 for the current rate. 

The Commissioners think that these instances alone are sufficient to show 
that it would scarcely be justifiable to take from the union of Newcastle, rate 
in aid of other unions, when some of its own electoral divisions stand so 
urgently in need of assistance. 

The total amount leviable from Newcastle Union under the last rate-in- 
aid order is 465 1 . ; and the Commissioners have no hesitation in recomraend- 
in" that this sum, when received from Newcastle Union, be returned to the 
gifardians, subject to its apportionment by the Commissioners in aid of the 
rates of particular electoral divisions of that union. 

The Commissioners concur with the guardians in the expediency of makiiig 
the addition to the workhouse, which is estimated by them at a cost of 1,000 1 .\ 
and they strongly recommend to their Lordships to permit an advance to that 
extent to this union from the 200,000 I loan appropriated to new workhouse 
buildings in Ireland, the repayment to be secured by way of annuity on the 
future poor rates of the union. , . t . 

The Commissioners have been unwilling to place ^before their Lordships their 
recommendation to return to Newcastle Union its own rate-in-aid for the 
assistance of the distressed electoral divisions in that union, without at the 
same time apprising their Lordships of the extent to which it is likely that 
similar applications will be made by them on behalf of distressed electora. 
divisions situate in other unions in Ireland. 

0,44. » 4 
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The Commissioners have therefore defeiTed this representation until the 
materials for making some estimate on this point should be more fully before 
them ; and they are now enabled to state that they believe this principle will 
extend itself to about 35 unionSj wliose aggi*egate contributions to the Rate-in- 
Aid Fund, under the order of December 1850, somewhat exceed 15,000 1. 

These unions are exclusive altogether of those which may properly be de- 
scribed as distressed unions, and wdiich are receiving or are likely to receive a 
more extensive assistance from the rate-in-aid. 

The Commissioners have estimated that during the ensuing six months the 
1 4 unions which are now comprised in the class last mentioned will require 
aid to the extent of about 35,000 1. on the whole. 

Add to that sum 1 5,000 /. as the amount which will probably be requh*ed 
during the same period to assist insolvent electoral divisions situate in the 35 
unions of the other class to which it may be found necessary to return the 
amount merely of their own contribution to the rate-in-aid, and the total 
demand which, according to the best estimate the Commissioners can now 
frame, is likely to be made on the present Rate-in-aid-Fund, down to the 29th 
September next, is about 50,000 1. 

The sum at present unappropriated of the proceeds of the two rates-in-aid 
amounts at this day to 83,287 1., after satisfying in full the demand of the 
Treasury in respect of advances made on the security of the rates made under 
the Rate-in-Aid Act. 

The (.'ommissioners have not comprised in the above estimate any extra- 
ordinary grants which may hereafter be made by their Lordships in aid of 
emigration from particular unions, beyond those which have been already 
applied for in the Kemnare and Dingle Unions. 

"With regard to the apparent residue of about 33,000 1., there is a great pro- 
babilit}' that demands may be found to exist upon the balance of the fund at 
the expiration of the period of estimate, in consequence of the financial 
embarrassment, which cannot he always prevented, axdsing in unions by the 
apjxlication of assistance from the rate-in-aid under the principles laid down 
hy their Lordships ; and bt:aring in mind that probability, the Commissioners 
do not contemplate much further encroachment on the fund for the purpose of 
assisting emigratiou from the workhouses, excepting the emigx’ation of as many 
of the female inmates as it may be determined to send from distressed unions to 
the colonies, by the desire, and under the direct care of the Government. 



Papers referred to in No. 142. . 

I. 

Newcastle. 

_My Lords, House of Commons, 19 March 1851. 

"VV E beg to enclose to vour Lo:dships a statement of the affairs of the Newcastle Union, 
in the county of Limerick, and also u copy of the resolutions adopted by the Board of 
Guardians of ihat union. 

We believe that assistance has been ufForded out of the rate-in-aid to unions where the 
pecuniary difficullies were less overwhelming than they are in the uition on behalf of which 
this a|)p!icalion for assistance is made. 

We ihcrtfore beg that you will give your serious consideration to the statements we have 
he honour to lay oefore you. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) Wm. Monsell. 

To the Lords of the Treasury. Windham Goold. 



Sir, _ Newcastle, Poor Law Office, 14 March 1851. 

I A ji directed by the Board of Guardians of the Newcastle Union to annex for your infor- 
mation copies of resolutions of the Board, at the meeting of the 12 ih instant, and to transmit 
for your further information a copy of the estimate of rates required for the six months 
ending 29th September IQ 6 I. 

The 
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The Board desire respectfully to direct your especial attention to column 14, which shows 
the poundage rate that would be required for each division, so as to pay the debts uow due 
of the union, and to enable the guardians to support the destitute poor in the workhouse for 
the ensuing half year ; column 16 shows the poundage rate required to support the union 
for the six months ending 29th September 1851 ; column 1C is the rate acreed to by the 
Board, and column 18 shows the sum which, if advanced from the Rate-in-Aid Bund, would 
enable the guardians, with the rates agreed to, to support the union for the six months 
ending 20 September 1861, pay all the debts, and provide for the necessary buildino-s. 

I have, &c. 

To Williiim Monsell, Esq., m.p., (signed) James Moore, 

&,c. 8cc. 2cc. Clerk of Union. 



Resolved, That the rates in column 16 of the accompanying abstract be struck. 

Resolved, That the lower square be completed, in accordance with the general plan 
furnished by Mr. Wilkinson, and that the clerk of works be directed to prepare a plan, 
specification, and estimate of the cost, a copy of which to be submitted to the Poor Law 
Commissioners; the guardians relying that when the Poor Law Commissioners take into 
consideration the distressed state of this union, they will place in their hands a sufficient 
amount outuf the rate-in-aid to cany out the works ; but if, unfortunately, the Coramisioners 
decline to provide the necessary funds, it will be totally impossible for the guardians to 
undertake the works, valuable and important as their completion may be to the discipline 
and classification of the inmates of the workhouse. 

Proposed by Mr. Curling, and seconded by Mr. Leahj’, and unanimously resolved, That 
having, in accordance with the Commissioners’ letter of 4th March instant, struck such 
rates on the different electoral divisions as may in some cases be necessary, according to 
the estimate, or in other cases likely to be collected, we beg to submit to the Commissioners 
the imperative necessity which exisis that this union should receive assistance from the rate- 
in-aid ; and to lay before them the following reasons for this our first, application in this 
respect : 

That, as the Commissioners will perceive by the estimate herewith sent, it is utterly 
impracticable for the ratepayers in many electoral divisions to pay the amount now required 
for the maintenance of the poor. 

That this union has, as yet, derived no benefit from the Rate-in-aid Fund, although we 
have perceived by the return furnished to the House of Commons that large sums have 
been granted to other unions, whose circumstances cannot have been more deplorable than 
those of the union of Newcastle. 

That in 1849 this union contributed 2,403 Z. 14s. towards the rate-in-aici, although the 
poor rate levied in that year amounted to the enormous sum of 42,036 Z., and with the 
grand jury rate, 11,083 Z., and the labour rate, 10,734Z., the total sum levied on the union 
was 63,863 Z. 

That this union has again been called on to contribute towards the rate-in-aid 
465 Z. 12 s. Bid., and we therefore conceive that, on the grounds of equity and justice, it is 
entitled to receive a portion of that fund, similar to that which has been granted to other 
unions in the like distressed circumstances. 

That we have faithfully endeavoured to carry into effect the policy of discontinuing out- 
relief, and liave expended large sums in permanently adding to the parent workhouse, and 
hiring and repairing numerous auxiliaries, rather than recur to a course of policy which had 
been generally condemned as inexpedient. The Commissioners will perceive that in the esti- 
mate a sum of 1,000 Z. is inserted, for the purpose of completing the new square of building, 
in accordance with the plan approved by Mr. Wilkinson ; and this desirable object must be 
abandoned unless the guardians receive that aid from the Commissioners which it is con- 
ceived they have a right to claim and expect. We therefore request the Commissioners to 
take all the circumstances into ilieir most serious consideration, and grant this union relief 
from the rate-in-aid, sufficient to meet the emetgency of our present distressed position. 

Resolved, That a copy of the estimate this day submitted, together with the resolution 
passed on that subject, be forwarded to our respective county Members, with a request that 
they will use their influence with the Lords of Treasury, to induce them to grant to this 
union as much assistance as possible from the Rate-in-Aid Fund, to meet the probable 
expense of this deeply distressed union. 



Enclosure 
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III. 

NEWCASTLE UNION. 

ESTIMATE of Rates required for the Half-year ending' 29 September 1851. 
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— No. 143.— 



Treasury Minute; dated 29th April 1861. 

No. 143. Write to the Commissioners that my Lords have had before them their 

report upon the memorial of the guardians of the Newcastle Union, in which 
they observe that since the alteration of the boundaries of the union a greater 
degree of inequality in the rating of the several electoral divisions has been 
established, by reason of the reduction of the areas of rating, than that which 
previously existed ; and that this inconvenience, which could not have been 
altogether avoided by the Boundary Commissioners, in carrying out the 
principle of making the limits of the estates of individual proprietors correspond 
with the limits of electoral divisions, appears to the Poor Law Commissioners to 
entitle the Union of Newcastle, and many other unions in Ireland, to a favour- 
able consideration of their claim to receive back the amount of their own con- 
tribution to the rate-in-aid of December 1850, to be applied in aid of electoral 
divisions of which the rating is excessive in comparison with the rating of other 
electoral divisions in the same union. 

The Commissioners accordingly recommend that the sum of 465 1., being the 
total amount leviable from Newcastle Union under the last rate-in-aid order, 
should, when received, be returned to the guardians, subject to its apportion- 
ment by the Commissioners in aid of the rates of particular electoral divisions 
in that union ; and that the same principle should be applied to about 35 
unions, whose aggregate contributions to the Rate-in-Aid Fund, under the 
order of December 1850, somewhat exceed 15,000 1. 

State, in reply, that my Lords regret that the recent alteration of the bound- 
aries has had the effect, however unavoidable, of rendering higher rates neces- 
sary in some electoral divisions ; but it must be observed that, while some 
electoral divisions suffer, others ai'C proportionably benefited by the change, 
and there is no reason why electoral divisions belonging to this last-mentioned 
class should receive back^their contributions to the Hate-in-Aid Fund. 

My Lords must therefore confine their sanction for a return of contributions 
to the rate-in-aid to those electoral divisions in the 35 unions above adverted 
to in which the rating is excessive, and which actually stand in need of 
assistance. 

It is possible that some distressed electoral divisions may require a greater 
degree of assistance than would be afforded by a return of their own contribu- 
tions to the rate-in-aid ; in which case the assistance should be given, not by 
returning the entire sum contributed by the union to the rate-in-aid, whatever 
the amount of it may be, but by making, out of the general produce of the 
rate-in-aid, a specific grant of such sum as may be proper on a consideration of 
the circumstajices of each distressed electoral division. 

In such cases, where further aid is required, the particulars of each case 
should be submitted to this Board, with such recommendation as the Commis- 
sioners may think proper to make upon it. 

My Lorik will be prepared to sanction an advance of 1,000 /. to the Newcastle 
Union from the 200,000 Loan Fund, appropriated to new workhouse buildings 
in Ireland ; the repayment to be secured by way of annuity on the future poor- 
rates of the union, as recommended by the Commissioners. 

Authorize the Public Works Loan Commissioners to advance to the guardians 
of the Newcastle Union a loan of 1,000 /. accordingly, for the purpose of pro- 
viding additional workhouse accommodation. 



— No. 144. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
12 th July 1861 . 

'No. 144. By direction of the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 

the Poor in Ireland, I have the honour to state that the Commissioners have 
had under consideration the statements contained in the memorial addressed 

to 
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to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury by the Board of 
Guardians of Newcastle Union, and referred to the Commissioners on the 27th 
May last, wherein the guardians pray that their Lordships will grant relief to 
the union from the Rate-in-Aid Fund. 

The Commissioners have been in communication with their inspector, Mr. 
Duncan, on the subject of a grant to certain distressed electoral dudsions of the 
union ; and by a report received from Mr. Duncan, on the 1 1th instant, in 
which he supplies a statement of the expenditure of the several electoral 
div^ions since their formation in 1850, the Commissioners are enabled to 
submit a I'ecommendation to their Lordships, that they will be pleased to 
authorise a grant to the union, to the extent of the rate-in-aid assessed on the 
townlands of the pr*esent union, under the Commissioners’ orders of 13th June 
1849 and 23d December 1850 respectively, amounting to 2,185 Z. 

It appears by the statement furnished by Mr. Duncan, that the expenditm’e 
of the present union, from its formation, on the 9th February 1850, estimated 
dovra to the 29th September next, amounts to 32,630 Z., or 11 8 in the 

pound, on the average of the union. 

It further appears that of the 28 electoral divisions in the union, 1 1 electoral 
divisions are subject to an. expenditure for the above period of 20 months 
averaging 16 s. 8 d. in the pound ; the highest expenditure being 24 s. 5 d. in 
the pound, and the lowest 14 s. 1 d. in the pound. 

From the formation of the union to the present date, the guardians have 
levied I’ates on these eleven electoral divisions, varying from 10 3d. to 
16 5. 9 cZ. in the pound. 

The Commissioners desire therefore to obtain the sanction of their Lordships 
for a grant of 2,185 Z., to be apportioned to the credit of these eleven electoral 
divisions, in such proportions as will afford the greatest amount of relief to the 
electoral divisions the expenditure of which gives the highest poundage on the 
net annual value of the rateable property. 

In reference to the application made in the memorial for adequate assistance, 
to enable the guardians to emigrate a considerable number of young women 
who have been for several years inmates of tbe workhouse, the Commissioners 
are not prepared at the present time to recommend that any further amount 
should be advanced to the Newcastle Union than the amount contributed by 
the union to the General Rate-in-Aid Fund. 



— No. 



145. — 



Treasury Minute ; dated 15th July 1851. 

Write to the Commissioners that the Paymaster of Civil Services has No. 145. 
been authorised to pay to them the sum of 2,185/. from the Rate-in-Aid I'und, 
to be apportioned to the credit of the electoral divisions of the Newcastle Union 
referred to by them, in such proportions as will afford the greatest amount of 
relief to the electoral divisions the expenditure of which gives the highest 
poundage on the net annual value of the rateable property. 



ScARiFF Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
17th June 1851. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief Nq 14(5. 
of the Poor in Ireland to request that you will be good enough to move the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to place a sum of 600 Z. out of 
the Rate-in-Aid Fund at the disposal of the Commissioners, for the use of Scariff 
Union, to be applied in erecting additional temporary hospital accommodation 
on tlie workhouse grounds of that union. 

0.44. s 3 Tlie 
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The sick paupers are at present placed in several different auxiliaries, distant 
from each other, some of them by no means well suited for hospital purposes. 
This arrangement is objectionable both on the ground of the additional expense 
to the union owing to the necessity of keeping up a larger staff of nurses and 
assistants than would be necessary if all the sick were treated in buildings on 
the workhouse grounds, and on account of the greater difficulty of ensuring 
proper and efficient attendance in hospitals so circumstanced. The medical 
officer has on several occasions called the attention of the Board of Guardians 
to the subject. In a report, dated the 2Sd ultimo, he states that the want of 
suitable fever accommodation at this particular season is much felt, as “ The 
stables ” at present occupied for that purpose is altogether unsuited, the con- 
valescence of the patients being retai-ded by the nature of the building, and 
relapse rendered certain from the satne cause : and in a subsequent report he 
calls attention to the large number under medical treatment, which is caused, 
he states, by the prevalence of epidemical ophthalmia and the overcrowded state 
of some <if the sick wards, as well as the nature of the buildings themselves. 

The rate recently made by the Board of Guardians, although fully as large 
as it was thought possible to collect at this season of the year, amounting to 
5 s. in the pound on nearly all the electoral divisions, is not expected to prove 
sufficient to enable the guardians to provide for the current expenditure of the 
union to the 29th of September next, and it will therefore be impossible for the 
guardians to make any provison from that, source for the erection of additional 
buildings. 

T)m necessity of erecting such buildings, however, appears both from the 
reports of the medical officer above referred to, and from the observations of 
Messrs. Lynch and Briscoe, inspectors, to be very great ; and under these 
circumstances the Conunissiouers respectfully recommend the present applica- 
tion to the favourable consideration of their Lordships. 



— No. 147. — 



Treasury Minute ; dated 19th June 1851. 

So. 147. Write to the Commissioners that the Paymaster of Civil Services has been 

directed to pay to them the sum of 600 1. from the Rate-in-Aid Fund, to be 
applied in providing additional temporary hospital accommodation on the work- 
house ground of the Scariff Union. 

Direct the Paymaster of Civil Services to pay the sum of 600 /. to the Poor 
Law Commissioners from the Rate-in-Aid Fund, for the use of the Scariff 
Union. 



— No. 148. — 

Scariff Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
4th July 1351. 

Adverting to the letter addressed to you on the 17th ultimo, by direction 
of the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, recommending an advance of 600 1. from the Rate-in-Aid Fund for the 
purpose of proriding additional temporary hospital accommodation in con- 
nexion with the workhouse of Scariff Union, and to your reply, dated the 1st 
instant, informing the Commissioners that the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury had authorised a grant of 600 1. as recommended, I am 
now directed to state that plans of a two-storey building have been received 
from_ Mr. Briscoe, and that the Commissioners, although advised by their 
architect, as well as by the inspector, that the most eligible mode of expending 
the money is in the erection of a building such as described in the plan, ap- 
prehend that expenditure in the erection of such a building may not be con- 
sidered 
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sidered by their Lordships as falling within the application intended to be 
made of the Rate-in-Aid Fund, and the Commissioners deem it ri^-ht therefore 
to submit the plan to their Lordships before taking any furthe* step in the 
matter. ^ 

The Commissioners desire at tlie same time to state that Seariff has always 
been peculiarly subject to epidemic disease, and that the hospital accommoda- 
tion at present ^existing in the union, is, as e.xplained to their Lordships in the 
Commissioners letter of the IJth ultimo, extremely unsuited for the accommo- 
dation of the sick, besides entailing much greater expense of management than 
would be nec^sary m a building placed on the workhouse site. 

The financial position of the union is such as to render it imjjossible for the 
union to provide for the ei'ection of the proposed building out of the rates ; the 
present rate, though very recently made, and amounting to 5 in the pound, 
on nearly all the electoral divisions, not being expected to realize sufficient 
funds to provide for the current expenditure of the union to the 29tli of Sep- 
tember next, and the union being already considerably in debt to contractors, 
independently of the large amount of liabilities to Government, which have been 
consolidated and converted into annuities, which, although of 40 years duration, 
will i-equire an average annual poundage of 2 5. 2 J cl. to discharge. 

Under these circumstances, although the Commissionei-s did not feel that 
they would be justified in permitting the grant to be expended in the way pro- 
posed by Mr. Briscoe, without bringing the subject specially under their’Lord- 
ships’ notice, the Commissioners trust that their Lordships will not feel it 
necessary to withhold their sanction to the expenditure as proposed in this case, 
wiiich, it will be seen by the above statement, is very special. 



— No. 149. — 

Treasury Minute; dated Ilth July 1851. 

Write to the Commissioners in reply to their letter, enclosing a plan of the No. 149 . 
temporary hospital proposed to be erected for the Scariff Union by means of the 
grant of 600 1. from the Rate-in-Aid Fund, sanctioned by the letter from this 
Board, dated 1st instant, that ray Lords will not withdraw their sanction to the 
grant in question. 



— No. 150. - 



ScARiPP Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelymi ; dated 
28th November 1851. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to request that you will be good ei ough to bring the fob * ’ ^ 
lowing statement relating to the supply of clothing and bedding for the inmates 
of the workhouse of Scariff Union under the consideration of the Lords Com- 
missioners of Her ilajesty’s Treasury, and obtain theii* Lordsliips’ directions 
thereon for the guidance of the Commissioners. 

The principal pai't of the grant of 900 1. which was made by their Lordships 
from the Rate-in-Aid Fund in the month of July last for providing bedding 
and clothing for the inmates of Scariff workhouse remains unexpended, Mr. 

Briscoe, the temporary inspector in charge of the union, having abstained from 
recommending any immediate outlay when that grant was obtained, knowing 
that an execution was then in the hands of the sheriff. This execution has 
since been levied and the goods in the workhouse sold under it, but the guar- 
dians have been enabled to effect an ai-rangeraent with the purchaser, who is in 
fact the person at whose suit the execution was issued, for the hire of the goods 
until the execution shall he fully discharged. The goods so hhed not being 
the property of the union, cannot be seized under the executions which have 
lieeii obtained by other creditors ; but if clothing and bedding were now pur- 
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chased by the guardians it would be liable to be seized and sold under those 
decrees and executions, and the Commissioners feel a difficulty in permitting 
the grant made by their Lordships to be expended in the purchase of supplies 
which they have reason to believe would be seized and sold by the union 
creditors as soon as delivered at the workhouse. At the same time, as the 
number of workhouse inmates is now increasing there is an urgent necessity 
for providing an additional supply of clothing and bedding without furtiier 
delay. 

Under the circumstances the Commissioners propose, if their Lordships 
should not object to it, to have the supplies of clothing and bedding purchased 
by and for themselves, and to let them be used by the guardians, having them 
marked as the px-operty of the Commissioners, instead of sending the money 
to the guax’dians 5 but they would not feel justified in so doing without the 
express sanction of their Lox*dships. 

If the money be sent to the guardians and the purchases are made directly 
for them, the only coui'se by which a seizure could be prevented would be to 
furnish the inspector with a sufficient sum to pay the debts, with costs, of the 
creditors who might take them in execution ; otherwise the supplies would be 
liable to be sold at a great sacrifice. 

The present amount of the debts due by the guardians to all the contractors, 
several of whom are in a position to seize, exceeds 6,000 I. 



— No. 151. — 

Treasury Minute; dated 2d December 1831. 

Write to the Commissioners, that under the peculiar circumstances explained 
in this letter, my Lords authorise them to adopt the course proposed. 



— No. 152. - 



Castlebar Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
5th July 1851. 

I HAVE the honour, by direction of the Commissioners for Administering 
the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to state, for the infox'mation of the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that the Commissioners have 
received an application from the Board of Guardians of Castlebar Union for 
assistance from the Rate-in-Aid Fund to enable them to have the idiot wards 
of the workhouse raised to a level with the infix’raary, with, a view to provide 
additional hospital accommodation ; the present accommodation for the sick 
having been reported by the medical officer to be insufficient. 

The Board of Guardians state that they have ascertained that a sum of 300 /. 
will be requii*ed to effect the proposed alterations in the idiot wards, which 
they are unable to provide from the rates. 

Rates varpng from 2 ^. 3d. to 5 s. in the pound were made on the several 
electoral divisions of the union in the months of September and October last, 
of which a sum of 5,352 1. has been collected, leaving a sum of 2,055 1. uncol- 
lected on the 21st ultimo ; and a new rate of 2^. in the pound has just been 
made in one division. 

Mr. Bourke, the poor law inspector of the district, states that the accom- 
modatxou for the healthy inmates of the workhouse has lately been much in- 
creased, but tliat no further hospital x’oom has been obtained ; and the conse- 
quence is, that a wax*d is used as an auxiliary to the infirmary which is not 
adapted to the purpose, and that the infirmary is crowded. He expresses his 
opinion that it is highly important that further accommodation should be pro- 
vided for the sick poor in the union, hut that the Board of Guardians could not 
hope to build the contemplated additions to the idiot wards out of the rates. 

The Commissioners concur with Mr. Bourke both as to the necessity for 
further hospital accommodation and the impracticability of providing it from 

the 
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the rates to be collected in the union ; and, under the circumstances, they 
request that you will be so good as to submit the case for the consideration of 
their Lordships, with a view to their authorising the advance of a sum of 300 I 
from the Rate-in Aid Fund, to be expended in raising the idiot wards of the 
workhouse. 

It is the intention of the Commissioners to appropriate this assistance, if 
panted, to the credit of one or more of the most distressed electoral dirisions 
in the union, as in the case of the last advance to the union. 



— No. 153.— 

Treasury Minute; dated 11th July 1851. 

W BITE to the Poor Law Commissioners, that as the grant recommended by 
them for the Castlebar Union appears to be intended for the purpose of making 
a permanent addition to the workhouse, my Lords are unable to give them 
sanction to it, for the reason stated in the letter from this Board, dated the 
2ist January last. 



— No. 



154.— 



Killadtsert Union. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Sii* C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
29 November 1831. 



I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to transmit to you, to be laid before the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the accompanying extract from minutes of 
proceedings of the Board of Guai'diaus of Killadysert Union on the 6th instant, 
in which the guardians draw attention to the embarrassed financial condition 
of the union, and the large amount due to Ennis and Kilrush Unions under 
the reservation orders, and request assistance from the Rate-in-Aid Fund. 

A rate of 5 s. in the pound on nine electoral divisions of the union, and 
7 s.Qd. in the pound on the remaining two divisions, was put into collection 
on the 23d of October last. This rate, including the uncollected an-eai-s of 
previous rates, will amount to 3,200 1, a sum which it is estimated will not 
provide for more than four months’ expenditure, without allowing any part of 
it to be applied in payment of the debts of the union, v'hicb amounted on the 
29th of September last to 6,540 1. 

A large proportion of these debts, however, is due to the unions of Ennis 
and Kilrush for the maintenance of paupers in the workhouse of those unions, 
under the authority of reservation orders issued in pursuance of the 3d section 
of the 12 & 13 Viet. c. 104; and it has occurred to the Commissioners that 
the most advisable mode of affording assistance to Killadysert Union from the 
Rate-in-Aid Fund would be to enable them to pay the imions of Ennis and 
Kilrush for the expenditure incurred by them in the maintenance of paupers 
chargeable to Killadysert Union. The adoption of this course would not only 
have the effect of relieving Killadysert Union to a considerable extent from 
its present financial embarrassment, but would have the further advantage of 
materially assisting the Ennis and Kilrush Unions, both of which are heavily 
in debt, in carrying on the due administration of relief to the destitute poor 
during the ensuing spring and summer. Both of these unions have complained 
of the great hardship of being compelled to provide for the maintenance of 
paupers belonging to other unions without receiving payment} and the Ennis 
Board of Guardians have requested the Commissioners to exercise the power 
given to them by the 4th section of the 12 & 13 Viet. c. 14, of impounding 
the rates collected by Killadj-sert Union for payment of their claim, a course, 
however, which the Commissioners (notwithstanding the hardship inflicted 
upon Ennis and Kilrush Unions by reason of t!ie non-payment of their claims) 
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do not feel that they would be justified in adopting, as it would deprive the 
Killadysert Union of the means of providing for the maintenance of the des- 
titute poor within their own union. 

The amounts due under the reservation orders on the 29th September last 
were as follows ; 





£. s. (/. 


£. s. d. 


Anioimt due to Kilrush Union ... - - 


3,500 - - 




Deduct rales collected by Kilrush Union since the lime 
of cliani-'e from the district of that union su foniurly 
constituttcl, which is now included in Killa^iy^ert 
Union 


1,041 - - 




Net amount due to Kilrush Union _ , - - 


- - - 


2,539 - - 


Amount due to Ennis Union ... - - 


1,804 - - 




Deduct rates collected by Ennis Union since ihe time 
of change from the district of that union as formerly : 
constituted, which is now included in Killadyiicvt 

Union --------- 


673 - - 




Net amount due to Ennis Union _ . . - 


- - - 


1,321 - - 


Total Net Amount due under Reservation Orders - £. 


3,000 - - 



Under the circumstances above detailed, the Commissioners recommend the 
application of the Killadysert Board of Guardians to the favourable consi- 
deration of their Lordships 5 and they desire respectfully to suggest that a sum 
of 3,860 1 . from the Rate-in-Aid Fund may be placed at their disposal for tlie 
use of Killadysert Union, to be applied in payment of the expenditure incurred 
by Ennis and Kilnish Unions in the maintenance of paupers chargeable to 
Killadysert Union. 

In regard to KiU’usb Union, tlie Commissioners desii’e to observe, that from 
the present financial position of the union, they fear that it may become 
necessary for them to recommend further assistance being given direct to that 
union, unless the guardians can obtain payment of the amount due to them 
by the Killadysert Board ; but in the event of their Lordships acceding to the 
present application on behalf of Killadysert Union, the payment which will 
then he made to Kilrush Union may probably obviate the necessity for such an 
application. 



Enclosure in No. 154. 

Killadysert Union. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes of ihe Gth of November 1851. 

End. in No. 154. Resolved, Tliat we earnestly request the Commissioners’ attention to the wretched 
position 10 which the union is reduced with regard to its financial condition, and request 
of them to procure for it a fair proportion of assistance from the Rate-in-Aid Fund. The 
iiro’ent demands on this union for the amounts due to Ennis and Kilrush Unions— 
aniounts which we would require a ten-shilling rate to discliarge, tndepeiMlem of other 
pressing claims, have quite paralyzed the expectution that our exertions could restore the 
union to a solvent state without external assistance. 



— No. 155.— 

Treasury Minute ; dated 2 d December 1851. 

No. 155. Write to the Commissioners that my Lords regi’et that they cannot sanction 

the an’augemeni recommended by them, inasmuch as they consider it necessary 

to 
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to adhere to the principle -which has been hitherto observed in the adminis- 
tration of the Rate-in-Aid Fund, that grants are to be made from that fund 
only for the puri^ose of enabling Boards of Guai’dians to meet the urgent 
demands upon them for the current relief of the destitute poor. 



— No. 156. — 

Killadysert Union. 

The Poor Latv Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
13th December 1851. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief No. 156. 
of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th 
instant, communicating the decision of the Lords Commissioners of Her 51a- 
jesty s Treasury upon the application made by the Commissioners to their 
Lordships on behalf of Killadysert, Ennis, and Kilrush Unions, fora grant from 
the Rate-in-Aid Fund to the first-mentioned union, to enable the Guardians to 
make apaynnent to the two latter on account of the money due to them for the 
maintenance of paupers chargeable to Killadysert Union, but relieved in the 
workhouses of Ennis and Kilrush Unions, under the authority of an order of 
the Commissioners, issued in pursuance of the 3d section of the 12 & 13 
Viet. cap. 104. 

The circumstances in which these unions are at present placed, and the 
necessit}' for affording some aid is so urgent, that the Commissioners deem it 
their duty to bring the subject again under the consideration of their 
Lordships. 

Since the date of the Commissionei-s’ previous letter to their Lordships the 
Boai’d of Guardians of Ennis Union have passed a resolution instmeting their 
solicitor to take legal proceedings againstthe Boards of Guardians having paupers 
maintained in Ennis workhouse under reservation orders, stating at the same 
time that they consider it most unjust on tlie part of the Commissioners to 
insist on the ratepayers of that distressed union contributing so largely towards 
the support of the paupers of other unions, while they are unable to pay the 
contractors the several sums due to them for articles supplied for the use of 
the paupers with whom they are legally chargeable. At the meeting of the 
guardians on the lOth instant a letter was read from Messrs. Bannatyne, meal 
contractors, to whom a sum of 1,3/5 1. 14 s. 2 d. is due, giving formal notice to 
the Board of Guardians that unless they are paid according to their agreement, 
they -will stop supplying ; and the guardians thereupon passed a resolution 
earnestly requesting the Gimmissioners’ attention to the subject, stating that 
they are no longer able to support the paupers of the unions refeiYed to without 
receiving the amount due, and earnestly requesting the Commissioners to direct 
the ti’easurers of those unions to pay over one-half of the weekly receipts to 
the Ennis Board, until the debts are liquidated, in accordance with the 4th sec- 
tion of the 12 & 13 Viet. cap. 104. 

Under the circumstances, the Commissioners feel great difficulty in declining 
to comply with the request of the Ennis Board to exercise the powers vested in 
them for enforcing the payment of debts of this description, not only on account 
of the injustice done to the Ennis Union by compelling it to provide for the 
support of ]3aupers belonging to other unions, without at the same time making 
such provision as the law enables them to do to secure payment, but also be- 
cause, at the present time, they do not see any sufficient means at the disposal 
of the guardians for continuing to provide for the relief of the poor of that 
union, unless they can obtain payment of those debts, or some temporary 
assistance from the Rate-in-Aid Fund, until the collection of the present rate 
(which is now so nearly concluded that the weekly lodgments are much less than 
the weekly expenditure) is closed, and a new one put in course of collection. 

On the other hand, the Commissioners would feel almost an equal difficulty in 
im])ounding the Killadysert rates as requested, as the doing so would deprive 
the guardians of that union of the means of continuing the relief of the desti- 
tute poor in their own union. 

0.44. T 2 The 
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The debts due under the reservation orders have been incurred within the 
last 18 months, and consequently within the period to which the provisions of 
the Rate-in -Aid Act may be considered to have been intended to apply, and the 
amount of any payments which may be made under those orders will be applied 
in relieving urgent destitution in the unions to which the payments may be 
made, and the Commissioners respectfully submit, therefore, that there would 
be no substantial depai*ture from the rules laid down by their Lordships for the 
application of the Kate-in-Aid Fund in authorising an advance from that fund 
to enable distressed unions to make payments under that order to other dis- 
tressed unions where the financial embarrassments are greatly increased by the 
non-payment of those debts. 

Should their Lordships, on again considering the subject, be pleased to coin- 
cide in tliis view, the Commissioners respectfully desire to repeat the recom- 
mendation contained in their letter of the 29th ultimo, that a sum of 3,860 1. 
from the Rate-in-Aid Fund be placed at their disposal for the use of Killadysert 
Union, to be applied in payment of the expenditure incurred by Ennis and 
Kilrush Unions in the support of paupers chargeable to Killadysert union. 



— No. 157. — 

Teeasurt Minute ; dated 19 December 1851. 

No. 137. Write to the Commissioners that my Lords having had under consideration 

the further explanation contained in their letter of the circumstances under 
which the Cominis.sioners recommend that a sum of 3,860 1. from the Rate-in- 
Aid Fund be placed at their disposal for the use of the Killadysert union, to 
be applied in payment of the expenditure incurred by Ennis and Kilrush Unions 
for the support of paupers chargeable to the Killadysert Union, have given 
directions to the Paymaster of Civil Services accordingly. 



— No. 158. ~ 

Ennis Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
20th December 1851. 

Adverting to the letter addressed to you by direction of the Commissioners 
for Administex’ing the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland on the 13th 
instant, on the subject of an application made by the Commissioners to the 
Lords Commissioners of Her .Majesty’s Treasury on behalf of the Killadysert 
Union for assistance from the Rate-in-Aid Fund, to enable that Union to pay 
the sums due to Ennis and Kilrush Unions for the maintenance of paupers 
under the reseiwation order, I have the honour to state, for the information of 
their Lordships, that the Commissioners have received a report from their in- 
spector, Mr. Lucas, calling attention to the resolution of the Ennis Board of 
Guardians of the 10th instant, (to which the Commissioners referred in their 
letter of the 13th instant) urging the Commissioners to direct the treasurer of 
Killadysert Union to impound the rates of that union for pa}Tnent of the debt 
due under the order. 

From Mr. Lucas’s report it appears that the net amount due to Ennis by Kil- 
ladysert Union, after allowing for the rates collected by Ennis Union which 
were made before the change of boundaries, is 1,577 I- 19^.; that the amount' 
remaining uncollected of the last rate made in Killadysert Union is 1,788/. 8 j. 
3 d . ; and that the treasurer of the union is reserving a portion of the weekly 
lodgments in accordance with the annuities order ; and Mr. Lucas states that 
in the event of the Commissioners deeming it necessary to comply with the 
request of the Ennis Board by impounding the rates of Killadysert Union, he 
is of opinion that it will be absolutely necessaiy to make a grant out of the 
Rate-in-Aid Fund to Killadysert Union to enable the guardians to continue the 

supplies 
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supplies of food, as the weekly collection available under these circumstances 
would be quite insufficient for the current wants of the union. 

Mr. Lucas further states, that the contractor for bread stuffs in Ennis Union 
has ceased to supply, in consequence of the large debt which is due to him ; 
and although the receipt of a sum of 300 1. from Tulla Union on account of 
the debt due by that union under the reservation order, enabled the guardians 
to purchase the weekly supply of food in the market, at an increased cost to the 
union of about 5 1., there is scarcely a sufficient balance left to purchase the 
supplies for another week. There are cheques outstanding in Ennis Union, 
amounting to about 1,500 L, while the amount remaining uncollected of the 
last rate is only about 1,300 the weekly collection of which, in future, will 
not supply funds to meet the cheques outstanding ; and although the actual 
debts of the union are inconsiderable, the guardians are unable to obtain 
credit. 

Mr. Lucas urged upon the guardians of Ennis Union, at their last meeting, 
the necessity of making a new rate ; but the gum*dians were extremeh- unwil- 
ling to do so, when so large a sum is due to them for the maintenance of Kil- 
ladysert and Tulla paupers, which, if paid, would be applicable to the relief of 
the destitute poor of Ennis Union ; and Mr. Lucas expresses his opinion that 
unless funds are obtained forthwith from those unions, or from other sources, 
the supplies to Ennis workhouse will cease, for he despairs of inducing the 
guardians to take the preliminary steps for putting another rate in collection 
so long as the new unions are indebted to Ennis Union in any considerable 
amount. 

The guai’dians of Ennis Union, at their meeting on the l/th instant, passed 
a resolution requesting assistance from the Rate-in-Aid Fund, their weekly 
expenditure being about 150 /. for supplies alone, and the rates made since the 
period of change of boundaries in February 1850 varying from 3 5. 9rf. to 
11 5. in the pound on the several electoral divisions. 



— No. 159. — 

Ballyvaqhan Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan j dated 
9th January 1852. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of no. 159. 
the Poor in Ireland to request that you will be so good as to bring the follow- 
ing statement relating to Ballyvaghan Union under the consideration of the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, and that you will move their 
Lordships to be pleased to grant a sum of 500 1. out of the Rate-in-Aid Fund 
to that union. 

The rates made since the formation of the union, though in some instances 
very considerable in amount, have fallen far short of the requirements of the 
union; and the consequence has been that the cost of relief in the poorest 
electoral divisions has, to a certain extent, been defrayed from the rates levied 
in other electoral divisions of the union, thus producing a large balance to the 
debit of the first-mentioned divisions in the union accounts ; and as the more 
solvent electoral divisions have objected to raise larger rates than tlie accounts 
of the union showed to be required for the support of their own poor and their 
proportion of the establishment charges, the union has been unable to pay for 
the support of such of their paupers have Oeen maintained in Ennistymon 
workhouse, under the authority of the reservation order issued by the Com- 
missioners in pursuance of the third section of the 12 & 13 Viet. e. 104. 

The foRowing statement shows the poundage of the rates made since the 
formation of the union in Februaiy 1850, the poundage of the rate agreed 
upon and about to be put in collection ; this rate, however, which is as high as 
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in the Commissioners’ opinion it would be advisable to attempt to levy at tbe 
present time, will not fully pi’ovide for the requirements of the pooi’er divisions : 



Name of 

Electoral Division. 


Poumlage 
lutes made. 


Poundage of 
Rate 

Agreed to. 


Abbey ... - 


i. d. 

5 0 


S. d. 


Carron . - - . 


3 11 


4 0 


Castletown ... 


4 8 


0 - 


Draniereoliy - - . 


0 1 


5 


Dei'reen - - - . 


10 - 


S - 


Gleninas-h 


10 


6 


Mount Elva 


4 - 


6 - 


Liadoonrarna - 


7 0 


5 


N’oujhovul 


3 1 


6 


OuelitHiarnii ... 


0 2 


5 - 


Rftthborney ... 


7 4 


5 



The collection of the rate made by the vice-guardians of Eimistymon Union 
is now drawing to a close, and the. large amount which is due to Ennistj’mon 
by Ballyvaghan Union, under the reservation order, will be immediately 
required’ to enable the vice-guardians to carry on the administration of relief 
to the destitute poor, but the Commissioners see no prospect of obtaining 
payment of that sum in time to be of service to Ennistymon Union, otherwise 
than by issuing an order, under the fourth section of the 12 & 13 Viet. c. 104, 
directing the treasurer to impound the rates collected in Ballyvaghan Union. 
The adoption of this course would, however, deprive the Ballyvaghan Board of 
the means of providing food for the paupers, who, to the number of 000, are 
relieved in a temporaiy workhouse wirhin the uniou ; and under all the circum- 
stances of the case, the Commissioners respectfully recommend their Lordships 
to grant a sum of 500 L from the Rate-in-Aid Fund for the use of the Ball}-- 
vaghnn Union; that sum to be placed to the credit of the most distressed 
electoral divisions of the union, thus placing them in a comparatively solvent 
position, and the amount to be then applied by the board of Guardians in 
making a payment on account of the cost of the support of the paupers main- 
tained in Ennistymon Union under the reservation order. 



— No. 100. — 

Trkasury Minute ; dated 13th January 1852. 

No. iGo. Wbite to the Commissioners that the Paymaster of Civil Services has been 

authorised to pay them 600 L from the Rate-in-Aid Fund, to be placed to the 
credit of the most distressed electoral divisions of the Ballyvaghan Union, to 
enable tbe guardians of that union to meet payments due to Ennistymon 
Union under reservation orders. 

Direct the Paymaster of Civil Services to pay 500 1. from the Rate-in-Aid 
Fund to the Poor Law Commissioners, for the use of the Ballyvaghan Union. 



B.-illyvaghan Union. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. 2'revelyan j dated 
' 17th February 1852. 



I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to transmit to you, to be laid before the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasuiy, the accompanying extract from minutes of 
proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Ballyvaghan Union, on the 5th 
instaut, in which the guardians urgently request further assistance from the 
Rate-in-Aid Fund, to be applied towards payment of the expenses incurred in 

the 
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the support of Ballyvaghan paupers in the workhouses of Ennistymon Union 
under reservation order. 

The Commissioners in their letter of the 9th ultimo recommended their 
Lordships to grant a sum of 500 1. from the Rate-in-Aid Fund to Baiiyraghan 
Union for this purpose, and the sum of 500/., Avbich was granted hy their 
Lordships in pursuance of that recommendation, has been paid to the vice- 
guardians of Ennistymon Union ; hut there still remains due to that uniou, 
after crediting the above sum, and the amount collected in respect of rates 
made by the old union on the distinct now comprised in Ballyvaglian Union, 
a sum of 96“ and as the books for the new rate have now been signed, and 
the rate actually put in course of collection, the Commissioners have the less 
hesitation in again addressing their Lordships in regard to this further applica- 
tion for assistance. 

Dr. Brodie, the temporaiy inspecrtor in charge of the Union, states, that of 
the present rate (which is 5 5 . in the pound on all the electoral divisions but 
onel, he does not calculate that more than sufficient to meet the current weekly 
expenses and to pay off some pressing demands to contractors can he col- 
lected before the butter season, which commences in the month of May ; and 
that the exercise of the power vested in the Commissioners by the fourth 
section of the 13 & 14 Viet. c. 104, to impound the rates for payment to 
Ennistymon would deprive the guardians of Ballyvaghan Union of the means 
of providing for the wants of the paupers, to the number of 6"1, who are 
relieved in the workhorses within the union. 

Under these circumstances, the Commissioners recommend their Lordships 
to grant a further sum of 500 1. out of the Rate-in-Aid Fund, to be applied 
towards payment of the expenses incurred in the support of Ballyvaghan pau- 
pers in the workhouse of Ennistymon Union. 

The Ballyvaghan Union is at present entitled, under reservation order, to 
accommodation for 134 paupers in Ennistymon workhouses, but there is j'eason 
to hope that when the additional accommodation which is now being provided 
in Ballyvaghan Union is completed, the i-eservation order may be withdrawn, 
and that all further difficulties arising from the existing connexion between the 
two unions will then cease. 

The vice-guardians of Ennistymon Union will quit office on the 25th !March 
1852 , and at that time there is’ little doubt that the rates made oy them in 
October last, to the extent of from 5 5 . 1 1 d. to 8 in the pound, will have 
been collected and applied to the current expenditure of the union, and that 
some further assistance will then become necessary to meet the requirements 
of this impoverished union until new rates can be made, unless the debt now 
due by Ballyvaghan Union be further reduced. 

On these grounds the Commissioners recommend the sum of 500 1. to be 
o-ranted to pay a further portion of that debt, and it is their intention not only 
to secure the application of that sum to that purpose, hut to apportion the 
o-raut solely to the benefit of the present electoral divisions in Baiiyraghan 
Union. 



Enclosure 1, in No. 161. 

Ballyvaghan U.sion. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minute.?; dated otii February 1852. 



Resolved, , . t- - . , 1 ■ 

That a c opv of tlie letter received from the vicc-guardiar.s of Enmstymoji oe place-i 1 
upon the minutes, in order that the Commissioners may see h.nv very urgent thes.; guar- 
dians are in their denmnd to us fur payment of the eytire sum under the reservaimn ovaer, 
and we a^ain most uraintlv call upon the Cuminisstoneis for assistance out oi the rate- 
in-aid to”meet this d’mm'd, ns it is absolutely impossible, m the present embanyssed state 
of this union, and with such very' limited rtsomves as we possess, thai we coala r.ttord to 
pav the remainder of the demand made upon us by .he vice-auard.ans of Lnntstymon 
Union, after ^^ettins credit for the 500 1. whieh has been so kindly advancec. to m by the 
Cmnmi* 5 inne«. and which we have this day paid. There is a sum of over 1,000 (. due by 
us to our coiVractor^ who are verv clamorous, and very justly so. ior their demantis; so that 
we cannot expect, with so heavy a demand against us. together with our current expenses, 
to have any money at our command out of the present rate. 



0 .. 



44 ' 



Enclosure 
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Enel. Q,inNo. l6i. 



No. 162. 



No. 163. 




Enclosure 2, in No. 161. 

Ennistymon Union. 

Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of Vice-Guardians at their Meeting, on Wednesday 
the 28th January 1852. 

Resolved, 

That communications be addressed to the guardians of Biillyvaghan and Corrofin repre- 
senting urgently the necessity in which this union now stands of having payment in full 
made of theamoum due to these unions respectively, and that tlie Commissioners be 
respectfully requested to see that attention is paid by these Boards to this application. 



— No. 162. — 

Treasury Minute ; dated 19 February 1852. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners that the Paymaster of Civil Services 
has been directed to pay to them from the Rate-in-Aid Fund the sum of 
500 L, to be applied to pay off a further portion of the debt due from the Bal- 
lyvaghan Union to the Ennistymon Union. 

Direct the Paymaster of Civil Services to pay to the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners out of the Rate-in-Aid Fund the sum of 500 L, for the use of the 
Ballyvaghan Union- 



-No. 163.— 



Westport Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
6th February 1852. 

I HAVE the honour, by direction of the Commissioners for Administering 
the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to forward herewith, for the infor- 
mation of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of a 
report which they have received from Mr. Bourke, poor law inspector, on the 
subject of a resolution passed at a meeting of the Board of Guardians of 
Westport Union on the 17th of December last, requesting some assistance 
towards the erection of buildings to be used as a school in connexion with the 
workhouse, for the instruction of the hoys who are inmates of the establishment 
in agriculture. 

Mr. Bourke adverts in his report to the state of the Westport Union, as 
affected by the failure of the potato crop and subsequent famine, and expresses 
his opinion that it is of importance to the union, as regards its future prospects, 
that the request of the Board of Guardians should be complied with. 

The Commissioners concur with Mr. Bourke in opinion that the Board of 
Guardians cannot undertake the outlay necessary for effecting the object 
referred to in his report, from the rates which can be raised in the union ; and 
they also think that gi'eat and lasting benefits are likely to result from enabling 
the Board of Guardians at the present time to construct the temporary build- 
ings necessary for the accommodation of boys who are inmates of the work- 
house, and for the cultivation of a plot of land for their instruction in 
agricultural pursuits, in accordance with the provisions of the 1st section of 
the Act 11 & 12 Viet. c. 25. 

The Commissioners, therefore, feel justified in requesting you to be good 
enough to submit the case to their Lordships’ consideration, with a view to the 
Commissioners being authorised to grant a sum of 800 1. out of the rate-in- 
aid to be applied to the purposes pointed out in Mr. Bourke’s report. 
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Enclosure in No. 163. 

Westpout Union. 

Gentlemen, Castlerea, 28 Jsmuarv 1852. 

Adv erting to a resolution of the Westport Board of Guardians, passed at their meetino- 
of the 17th ultirno (enclosed herewith), requesring some assistance from you towards the 
erection of buildings to be used ns an agricultural school in connexion with the workhouse, 
I beg 10 submit some observaiions showing why I think it of importance that this request 
should, if possible, be complied with. 

The union of Westport has suffered as severely as any in the west from the effects of 
the famine, and is recovering more slowly. Its soil is, generally speaking, of an inferior 
description; but being situated along the sea coast, where sea-weed manure is abundant, 
the potato was extensively cultivated, and a large population sprung up. When the crop 
failed, vast numbers of the people became desiiiute, and have since continued so, whilst 
the land which liad become liable for their support, and which their labour alone had ren- 
dered valuable, became unproductive and unprofitable. The result has been that every 
year since the famine this union lias inquired and has received very considerable assistance 
for the support of its poor. Without it, the poor must have penshed, as the entire re- 
sources of the union «ould probably have been inadequate for their support. Within the 
last two years matters have much improved in the itninn. It has been reduced in size by 
the formation of the union of Newport. Its electoral divisions iiave been arranged in a 
more satisfactory manner, and some impulse has been given to improvemeni by the settle- 
ment of strangers occupying large tracts of land. The compaiaUve success, too, of the 
potato crop last season, and the general cheapness of food, has helped to revive tlie union; 
but nevertheless the improvement has been less marked than in other parts of the district 
where the potato was not ilie sole resource, and a vast amount of pauperism, which 
threatens to be permanent, still remains to be dealt with. It is considerably more, I fear, 
than the resources of the union can at present adequately support ; and it therefore 
becomes important to consider every method of reducing the expenses in order to bring 
them, if possible, within the means of the union. 

I think the establishment of an agricultural school, such as now crmteniplated by the 
guardians, may advance this in several ways. The land for the purpose can be obtained 
from the Marquess of Sligo at u notninal rent, and its produce would obviously reduce the 
cost of maintenance in the workhouse by supplying the vegetables and other necessaries 
now procured by contract. Rut further, it would instruct ihe orphan and ocher boys, who 
are now in considerable numbers in the workliouse, in a business by which they would 
soon be in a pcsitinn to eain a livelihood ; and this class, which now seems likely to remain 
a permanent burden on the rates, would, whilst ceasing to require relief, lend to augment 
the resources of ihe union by diffusing throughout it an improved practice of husbandry. 
The only difficuliy in the way of the guardiuns at once establishing this school is the funds 
required for the necessary buildings. The Marquess of Sligo would give Hie land and 
fence it ; but he is not prepared now to erect the buildings. 

I am aware that if the establUliment of an agricultural school were the sole object now 
in view, there would be some difficulty in obtaining for the purpose a grant from the Rate- 
in-Aid Fund ; but I think that an extension of the workhouse accommodation, to which it 
might be made subservient, would prove of the gre.ntest importance to the union, totally 
irrespective of the advantages to be derived from the institution itself; and it is for this 
object that it seems to me a grant from the rate-in-aid might be properly claimed. It 
would not be difficult, I think, to show, that in addition to the advantages derivable to the 
union from an extension of its workhouse, the present investment of a certain sum in 
buildings, which would become the property of the union, would, in the end, prove an 
economy to the Rate-iii-Aid Fund itself, by reducing the annual demands to be made upon 
it (or some other public fund) for assistance, and hastening the time when the union could 
support its expenses without any extrinsic aid. 

The present workhouse, with infirmary and fever hospital, is calculated to contain 1,060 
inmates. The additions now in progress (which have been undertaken by a loan obtained 
for the union and secured on the rates) will extend it to 1,706. Judging from the reduc- 
tion that has taken place up to this time in the numbers requiring relief, it is not unreasonable 
to suppose that if tliis could be further augmenied by about 400, it would (after the summer) 
prove adequate to the demands of the poor of the union. I find hy reference to the returns 
of inmates during the past year, that tne highest number chargeable to the Westport Union 
was (ou the 14lh June) 3,678, whilst the average for the year was 2,240 ; but I find that 
the numbers at this time last year exceeded those now receiving relief by 350. Assuming, 
tiierefbre, that this proportiun will continue, I think it fair to conclude that, alter the 
pressure of this summer, the accoiuniodatiou I have specified, viz., 2,100, will be sufficient 
for the general purposes of the union. 

I find that during the past year the union incurred a cost of no less than 677f. 3s. 4tf. 
for rent of stores alone, and even at the present time they are subject to an expense of 
301 1 . per annum for the same object. Added to this, there are the expenses of repairs 
which buildings of this kind particularly require, and the additional charge for super- 
intendence, which tlieir remoteness from the workhouse and their incoitvenient construction 
always email. Now the outlay of about 700/. or 800/. in temporary buildings would, in 
mv opinion, enable the guardiuns to dispense with any auxiliaries (alter this summer), and 
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would at once ciirtaU their expenditure for rent, repairs, and establislmient charges, bosiiles 
losses inseparable from the occupation of detaciied auxiliaries, thus bringing the ordinary 
cxpennes mure neuriy I'ithin the means of the union, and appiuacliing by sure steps the 
desirable point when it will become sell-supporting. 

In luiotlier respect, too, I think the ereciiou of these buildings would prove economical, 
viz., by increasing the severity of the workhouse test. The au.viliaries now in occupation 
are very ill-snite<l for the purpose. Originally built for stores, they afford very inadequate 
means (br classitication, and offer almost insuperable difficulties to the maintenance of 
discipline and regularity; hence it is mucli Jess irksome to the paupers to be relieved in 
them than in the workhouses, and it is not i.iiprohable that ti concentration of all classes 
within the precinct# of the workhouse would effect a reduction in the number of those 
seeking relief. 

The most advantageous mode of extending the accommodation would appear to be by 
the erection of temporary buildings lor the use of the hoys’ school. Tlie loan lately 
obtained for the union has been e.\peiuled in providing a school-room und dormitories, 
with necessary offices, for the girls, and a nursery ami dormitory for the tturses and 
infants. If a separate buildiug could be erected fur the boys, the whole oi the original 
workhouse would become available for the rcniuins of classes of adult mules and females, 
both abk'-bcjilied uiid infirm, and for the sick. I think that accoiuiuodation for 400 
would be sufficient, and this, with dining-linll am! officers’ apartments, could be erected 
for 700/. or 800/. 1 would advise its being built not on the workhouse site, but con- 

tio-uous to it, when, as I have already said, ilie Marquess of Sligo will give land upon 
lea#e at a nominal rent ; and I would confine the buildings strictly to what is necessary 
for the reception of the .schoolboy class, leaving it to the Board liereafter to make any 
additions they miglit think proper for rendering it more suitable for an agricultural school. 

The buildings might be of a temporary description; for though it is most probable 
that the union will requite them for some time to come, it may yet be reasoiiubiy hoped 
that before many years have passed, its pauperism may be confined within much nar- 
rower limits than at present, and the permanent buildings already in use be sufficient 
for the reception of all its poor. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Richard Bourke. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners for Ireland. 



— No. 104.— 

Teeasury Minute ; dated 10th. Februaiy 1852. 

No. 164. Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, tliat as the appropriations from the 

Rate-in- Aid Fund must be confined to the sums which are indispensably required 
for giving relief to the destitute poor, my Lords are unable to give their sanction 
to the proposed grant. 



— No. 165.— 

Treasury Minute ; dated 10th July 1849, 

No. 1G5, Write to the Poor Law Commissioners in Ireland, calling their attention 

to the provision contained in the 3d clause of the Act 12 Viet. c. 24, by which 
the produce of the rate-in-aid is rendered applicable to assisting tlie emigration 
of destitute poor persons to such extent, and under such conditions and restric- 
tions, as the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasmy shall think fit. 

Also state that my Lords have had before them their letter to Mr. Lewis, 
dated 2d instant, enclosing an estimate of the smn likely to be required for 
the distressed unions in excess of the estimated collection from rates, for five 
weeks ending the 4th August 1849, from which it appeal's that the sura of 
71 , 000 /. will probably be required in aid of the relief of destitution in the 
distressed unions during the period in question. 

My Lords desire that the Poor Law Commissioners will, after consulting 
with their inspectors, report their opinion whether any portion of the sum 
which may be granted for the purpose of supplying the above-mentioned defi- 
ciency, or any sum to be raised by the rate-in-aid, can be advantageously 
employed in assisting the emigration of destitute persons in the distressed 
unions, who would otherwise be dependent upon the poor law for support 
until next harvest, and whose emigration would, therefore, be a relief to the 
unions. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




UNDER GENERAL RATE IN AID ACT. IRELAND. 



’ 55 



— No. 166. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelijan ; dated 
24tli August 1849. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in No. iG6. 
Ireland have, in pursuance of the command of the Lords Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury, obtained from their inspectors in the distressed dis- 
tricts of Ireland reports on the subject of einigi*ation of poor persons, and on 
the expediency of applying a portion of the funds to be levied under the Rate- 
in*Aid Act to that purpose. 

Copies of those reports are forwarded herewith, for the information of their 
Lordships. 

The Commissioners request the attention of theii- Lordships to the circum- 
stance dwelt upon in some of these reports, that there is a large class of 
unman-ied females, between the ages of 15 and 30, receiving relief at the date 
of the reports, and likely to prove burthensome from time to time hereafter on 
the poor rates. This is a class which, in the opinion of the Commissioners, 
stands foremost in point of eligibility for emigration ; and they rest their 
opinion on the following grounds : 

1. There is reason to think that the class above mentioned exists in larger 
proportion in the distressed unions than the class of male adults of cor- 
responding ages. In some of the reports it is stated that adult females have 
borne the privations of the last three years with less injury to health and loss 
of life than adult persons of the other sex. It is further manifest that this 
class are less likely than the males to migi-ate, or emigrate from the localities 
to which they belong, of their own accord, and without assistance. 

2. During the recent calamities tins class caused a peculiar pressure on the 
accommodation in the workhouses; the department for adult females being _ 
often overcrowded, while in other parts of the workhouse there has been 
room. It will be of much service, therefore, to the immediate administration 
of the poor law to promote the emigration of adult females. 

3. Adult unmarried females within the ages specified are a class peculiarly 
required in some of the colonies, especially those of Australia. 

There are other classes pointed out in these reports to which it might be 
desirable to extend the advantages of emigration, if the fund referred to in 
this inquiry were not so limited as it is, and if the other demands upon it were 
not of too pressing a nature to admit of such extension. Keeping this point 
iii view, the Commissioners do not doubt that the workhouses in the west and 
south of Ireland would readily supply a number of eligible females for e^- 
gration, far more than sufficient to absorb that portion of the rate-in-aid which 
can by possibility become available for emigi’ation. The Commissioners ap- 
prehend that if the assistance were even limited to the class of orphan females 
now in course of emigration to Australia, from some unions in Ireland which 
are themselves enabled to bear the expense of outfit, and con^-eyauce to 
Plymouth, a sufficient supply of this class might be foi>.id in the 23 distressed 
unions which are receiving the benefit of the rate-in-ai(i. 

Although the Commissioners consider that an application of the Rate-in-Aid 
Fund to the purposes of emigration would be attended by most valuable 
results, they deem it right at the same time to call the attention of their Lord- 
ships to the probable future state of some of the districts in the southern and 
south-western parts of Ireland, and the possibility that even after harvest there 
may in some cases arise demands on the Rate-in-Aid Fund to meet the exigencies 
of some of those districts. 

It is the desire of the Commissioners to carrj' into effect on the 29th 
September next, such of the recommendations of the Boundary Commissioners 
affecting the distressed unions as may be received by them in time to enable 
them to do so ; it being of much importance that the formation of new unions, 
and new electoral divisions, should take place at the end of a half year, a point 
of time to which the balances due to and from electoral divisions are ascertained 
in the half-yearly account prescribed by 1 & 2 Viet. c. 56, sec. 44. 

It appears probable that after the formation of new unions, some delay may- 
take place before the necessary machinery can be matured to enable the 
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guardians to make rates on the newly formed areas of taxation ; and the Com- 
missioners have thought it right to point this out for the purpose of submitting 
to their Lordships’ consideration the expediency of reserving any balance 
which may remain of the Rate-in- Aid Fund after harvest, for the purpose of 
affording assistance in any emergencies which may arise in the important 
change of boundaries which is about to take place, and to enable the Com- 
missioners to effect more safely and expeditiously a transition fi’om which 
much advantage is hoped to be obtained in the future administration of the 
poor law. 



LIST of Unions to which the annexed Report applies 



Balliaa. 

Ballinrobe. 

Bantry. 

Cahirciveen. 

Carrick-oii-Shannon. 

Castlebar. 

Castlerea. 

Clifden. 

Dingle. 

Ennis. 

Emii&tymon. 

GaKvay. 

Gleiities. 

General Report 



Glenties. 

Gort. 

Keninare. 

Kilrush. 

Roscommon. 

Roscommon. 

Scariff. 

Skibbereen. 

SH'ineford. 

Tuam. 

Tuam. 

Westport, 

from Mr. R. Bourke. 

, Mr. C. S. Crawford. 

, Mr. R. M. Lynch. 



Enclosures in No. 1 66 . 



Ballina Union. 

Sir, Ballina, 13 July 1849. 

Enel, in No, i66. ^ have tbe honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date, and its 

enclosure, from the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, in reference to the 
expediency of affording assistance for the emigration of destitute persons in the distressed 
unions who would otherwise be dependent upon the poor rates for support until next 
haiTeat. Never having seen the eiuire of the Act 12 Viet. c. 24, I was not aware of the 
clause relative to emigration, otherwise I would have written much more strongly than 
I did in a report with which 1 transmitted one of the weekly estimates, in which I recom- 
mended udvances such as would enable the vice^uardians to devote a small weekly sum 
from the rates to the purpose. I have no doubt whatever that a portion of the advances 
could be most advantageously employed in assisting the emigration of persons who would 
otherwise be dependent upon the poor laws, not only until next harvest, but, as far as I can 
at present foresee, to an indefinite period. I feel so deeply convinced of tlie necessity, as 
well as of the humanity, of enabling some persons in this union to emigrate who are at 
present houseless, and never likely to be again in a position to do any good in this country, 
but wbo, if tliey got a start in another, might turn out useful members of society, that I 
yesterday wrote to a genilemati in England, who takes a very great interest in ihe state of 
Ireland, with a view of coiisuliing him as to whether he thought private funds could be 
procured to assist such persons ; and I sent him the names of upwards of 150 who are 
now living in situations not fit for pigstyes, who have been recently evicted from the 
estates of Sir Roger Palmer, in this union. 

From a constant attendance at the out-siations, the vice-guardians and myself have 
acquired such a knowledge of ihe people as would enable us, with the assistance of the 
relieving officers, lo select proper objects. 

I fear, perhaps, there is one drawback to providing in any manner for persons who have 
been evicted, and that is, that the effect of such provision is to encourage evictions. 
There are some landlords who must know that if tbe workhouses were not to be kept 
almost exclusively as a test for the able-bodied, their properties would not be worth 
having on any terms ; and that if by embarrassing the administration of tbe law they put 
It out of the power of the guardians to apply tbai test, nevertheless these men are to be 
found evicting by wliolesale, with apparently no feeling whatever of anxiety as to what 
may become of the persons whose cabins they level. There nre some very honourable 
exceptiiiDs, however, wbo pay Just as heavy rates, and have Just as many inducements to 
get rid of tenants who are worse than useless ; and although these men are not rewarded 
beyond a certain admiration which their forbearance must frequently call forth, still their 
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own consciences must tell them that they have only done as they would be done by, and 
that feeling musi strengthen them in uiulevgoing their own severe trials. 

Evictions will go on under any circumstances. I am only anxious to avoid giving any 
additional impetus to the system. I think that in the event of any extensive system of 
emigration, such a contingency as I have alluded to migltt perhaps be avoided or dimi- 
nished, by requiring all lessors to ptiy the anioum of poor’s rate due upon the holding 
prior to permitting a house to be thrown down, together with an additional sum of iL or 2/. 
to tile rates of the union lor each house levelled ; and in some measure to make amends to 
lessors, I would enable them, by appeal before the assistant barrister, to he excused from 
the payment of any arrears which might be chargeable to holdings taken possession of by 
them, but upon which the house had not been thrown down for some certain period. 

Of course the guardians to have the power of resLting the appeal, if grounds could be 
shown for collusion to escape the payment of rates. This is, however, a very hastily framed 
idea, and may be open to grave objections, which I have not at present time to consider ; 
but i do think that nothing can be more objectionable or more horrible than the present 
system. It appears to me to lead to proceedings contrary to the laws of God, and indirectly 
evading the consequences of those of man. 

I have, &c. 

To W. Stanley, Esq. (signed) fV. J. Bamilton. 

&c. &c. £cc. 



Ballinrobe Union. 

Gentlemen, Office, Workhouse, Ballinrobe, 16 July 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge therecipt of vour communication of the 12th instant 
(No 45 673), in reference to the expediency of affording assistance for the emigration of 
destitute perUns in the Ballinrobe Union; and in reply, I have to state, as my opinion, 
that the sum estimated as likely to be required for the Ballinrobe Union, in excess of the 
estimated collection from rates for five weeks ending 4th August 1849, will actually be 
required for the relief of the destitute in the union, and that no portion of that sum can 
therefore be applied to the purposes of emigration ; I am, however, of opinion that funds 
to be raised by the rate-in-aid could be very advantageously applied m assisting ihe emigra- 
tion of single able-bodied men and women, and widows without children, over the age of 
15 and unaer 26 A great many of the former class are inmates of the workhouse, and 
have been tauc^ht durmg their residence there habits of order and cleanliness; ami as 
•mnlicalion is rarely if ever made for servants in the present depressed times, I think the 
emigration of this class would be a great relief to the union. There are also a vast number 
of single able-bodied women, under the age of 25, on the out-door relief lists, whose 
emigration would materially relieve the union. ,,,,,, ^ j • 

If it is an indispensable condition ihat each emigrant should be able to read and write, 
I much fear that a very few of the class in question will be found eligible. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners, 
&c. &c. &c. 



I have,&c. 

(signed) W. H. Lucas, 

Poor Law Inspector. 



Bantry Union. 

14 July 1849. 

Is retilv to your communication of the 12 th ioatant, enclosing a copy of a letter from 
the LorJs Coma, iesionera of Her Majesty's Treasury, refemng 10 the expedmncy orgrarrting 
asJstance to destitote persons for the purpose of emigration, and desiring iny opmion on 
?he subject I have ihe lionout to report that there ai'e several cases wherein such assist- 
anL wiuld prove a great boon, both to the parties tliemselves and 10 the union in 

"'under llie present circuin.lanoes of Ihe coiintry there is little hope that employment will 
b. found for the redundant able-bodied population, the entire land m this union belonging 
to tlor or five nominal proprietors, who have no moans to employ the labontets. mnnh less 
-.af in tliBir tpnants to iuiorove their farms; the result is, vast tracts of 
mve encouragem under crop is so unskilfully treated, that the produce is 

■ “d c'ed Zn° Sl’Jnhturmigwt'Se ropradiice There is help J.his slate 
o things until the properly shall be‘po..essed by persons of capital, and as this des.deratnin 
wm eqnive soma i°me to effect, the emigraiion of a cerlaiii noniber of persons, who would 
he a burthen on the r.tes for some years to come, must prove of great benefit to 

the union. . ■ , i j v 

The classes which appear to me most fitted for such emigration, both asiegards the 
Wilts o the colonies aS ihe superabundance in this country, ate those of the able-bodied 
"le young men and women Irom the ap of 16 to 25 These classes are in complete 
idkness unless when in the workhouse, aiirT are m the l.abit of running m anil out ofr^ 
qiiently, that the little they gain in regularity, order, and cleanliness of habits “ 
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the house is soon lost after they go out, and as there is no employment for them outside 
they must pilfer lo obtain an existence. There is also u class very numerous in this 
couimy, the young widows, with one, two, nnd three children j the largest portion of them 
must tor ever remain a burthen on liie rates, having no means, or the prospect, however 
remote, of their conditions becoming ameliorated. To this class emigration would prove 
higlily beneficial, and at the same time relieve the union greatly. 

The Commissioners will doubtless bear in mind that ilie assistance to be afforded to the 
above classes must include everything, even to ihe necessary outfit, for ns paupers, they 
possess nothing hut the rags which covered ihetn on entering the house. 

In conclusion, I beg to repeat that in the present stme of the country the emigration of 
the classes I have meniioiied would be of material benefit; but wlieuevev the extensive 
properties forming this union shall have changed owners, and that skill and capital shall 
be brought to bear upon the land, I tiiii decidedly of opinion that there is not one labourer 
too many in the country. The heaviest burthen on the poor rates will be the aged, infirm, 
and widows, with large futnilits. 

I have, &c. 

To William Stanley, Esq. (signed) P. G. Haymes, 

&c. &c. &c. Temporary Pour Law Inspector. 



Cahirciveen Union. 

Sir, Cahirciveen, 17 July 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 12th instant, with a copy of a letter 
from Sir Charles Tvevelyati, relative to the appropriation of funds in affording the means of 
emigration to destitute persons in the distressed unions. 1 do not consider it could be 
beneficially extended to the union of Cahirciveen within the prescribed time, viz. between 
this and the ensuing harvest; but by extending the period, and giving sufficient notice of 
the kind intention of uiy Lords of the Treasury, I am sure it would be esteemed a great 
boon by many persons who have been deprived of their holdings by eviction, and whose 
cabins luive been levelled, and are now almost totally dependent upon out-cloor relief. .4t 
the same time, there are classes of paupers in the wovkliuuse, young able-bodied males and 
female.?, who would gladly avail themselves of the opportunity of emigrating if the funds 
were provided, and whose leaving the country would be a permanent benefit to themselves 
and the community. 

I have, fitc. 

To W. Stanley, Esq. (signed) James Dmpsier, m. d. 

&c. Sec. 



Carrick-on-Shannon Union. 

Sir, Boyle, 14 July 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 12tli 
instant. No. 46,673/49, enclosing a copy of a letter which the Commissioners have received 
from the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury in reference to the expediency 
of affording assistance lor the emigration of destitute persons in the distressed unions, who 
would otherwise be dependent on the poor rates for support until next harvest, and request 
iny report thereon immediately. 

In repU:, I beg to slate, that although strongly impressed with the value of emigration as 
a means of permanently benefiting the condition of the Carrick-on-Shannon Union, if funds 
were available for that purpose, I do not think that it could be used so ns to effect a 
reduction in the expenditure of relief of destitution between the present period and harvest 
next, on a scale at all commensurate with the expense incurred. 

Cuiifining ray view of tlie subject, therefore, to the interval between this and harvest, T do 
not ihirilc that any portion of the sum which may be granted for the purpose of supplying 
the deficiency tii the collection of the rates and for the relief of destitution can be advan- 
tageously employed in emigration; the preliminary arrangements necessary to guard 
against fraud and imposition would require time and care, and I doubt whether the project 
could be brought into operation much sooner than harvest. 

Looking, however, beyond harvest for the effects of emigration, it appears to me that 
much and peimaneiu benefit to the union might be effected at a cost small as compared 
with the general estimate for emigration, by assisting a class of poor persons which 
appears to be greatly on the increase in this union ; I allude to poor persons whose relations 
or friends have already emigrated, and who receive from time to time small remittance^, 
sufficient to enable them to'* leave the workhouse for a season, but insufficient to enable 
them without au-Niliary funds to emigrate. There does not appear to be much prospect of 
employment fur these poor persons, and therefore if they reimiin in the country liiey must 
he a burthen on the rates for a considerable portion of the year. 

I have lately read many of the letters which accompanied these remittances; th'y con- 
tained sirong exhortations to the recipients to emigrate, and to use every possible means 
to procure auxiliary funds for that purpose, and in many cases which have come under my 
notice a few shillings would have sufficed, all that was required being a viaticum from this 

to 
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to Liverpool oi- Plynuiutli, ihe passage having been previously paid by the friends of the 
parties. 

I liave sent a few poor lamilies from this union by means of private subscription; the 
last was the case of a poor woinau with tliree children, whose brother bad paid her passage 
from Liverpool. lu this case a benefit was conferred on the union, ami I trust on ihe 
parlies, for the sum of 15 5. 

Many cases of this discripiion arise froiii time to time wliich do not come to light in 
consequence of the parties not seeing any prospect of obtaining assistance to emigrate, 
and heiiK' unwilling to risk the relief which they at present receive, but which they would 
at once be deprived of on being discovered to have received money ; so that there is reason 
to believe ihat an ample field would present itself for the application of an auxiliary fund 
for ihe piomoiion of emigration, and that tlie advantaucs derived would justify such an 
application of funds, even in the Carnck-oD-Shaimon Union, where so many and urgent 
claims already exist on the proceeds of all availiible resources. 

I have, 8tc. 

To W. Stanley, Esq. (signed) Edw. Wynne, 

See. &c. Temporary Poor Law Inspector. 



Castlebak Union. 

Gentlemen, Castlebar, 13 July 1849. 

In reply to your Iciter of the l*2tii instant, enclosing a copy uf a communication from 
the Lords' Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Ti'easury upon the subject of advances to be 
employed iu assisting the emigration of destitute persons in the distressed unions, who 
would otherwise be dependent upon the poor law for support until next harvest, 

I beg to state that advances could be beneficially employed for this purpose in the 
Castlebar Union ; but the application of funds to effect this object would necessarily in- 
crease the expenditure during the five weeks referred to in the letter in question, as it 
would scarcely be possible to effect tite removal by emigration of any considerable number 
<if persons before the harvest; and those whose embarkation miglu be accomplished would 
be a soiiice of expense not contemplated when the estimate was drawn up, as in addition 
ID their maintenance up to the term of removal, clothing, &c. would have to be provided 
for them. 

The union would neverlheleiS be benefited by the diminution in its expenditure ulti- 
mately effected by the removal of those persons ; as, however favourable the approaching 
harvest may be, the absence of the demand for labour, owing lo the insolvent condition of 
many of the proprietors and others to their having an interest in the soil, the want of 
capiial amongst the holders of land who still retain theirfarms, generally small holdings, 
and the depressed state of the rest of the community, must leave a very heavy pressure of 
pauperism upon the union funds fur some time to come ; and therefore, althouslt there is 
ample room in the union for every able-bodied labourer, and the service of iill could be 
well mid usefully employed on the land wiihin it, the causes above mentioned, and others 
whicli it is not necessary here to detail, are calculated lu prevent capital from flowing 
into the district sufficiently fast to absorb the labour; reuderiug it a matter of expediency 
that a more immediate remed}’, such as the one now contemplated, viz., the emigration ot 
persons on the relief lists, should in the meantime be ajiplied. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) R. T. Farren, Captain 47th Regiment, 

The Poor Law Commissioners Temporary Poor Law Inspector, 

for Ireland. 



Gentlemen Casiierea Union, 22 July 1840. 

I beg to .'tate, in answer lo your letter, in my^ opinion it w<»uld be most advisable that a 
poitionof the rate-in-uid should be made applicable in assisting emigration of destitute 
poor persons in this union. There are numbers of persons who would gladly avail them- 
selves of it ; the class I would recommend particularly are able-bodied females who have no 
employment during the entire year, also able-bodied men witli families. Manyofthi.s 
class have been evicted, and must necessarily come on the rates, who heretofore were able 
U) uiaintaiu their families, and are now de»iitute; numbers of able-bodied men me gune to 
Eiieland to seek for employment. The paupers on oiil-door relief at present emph.yed at 
stone-breaking are worn out old men, and half-starved boys above 15 years of age. Out oi 
the numbers we have at present receiving relief a selection could be made, who, being sem 
to a foreign country, would become useful members of society; their remaining hero will 
cimse a burthen on the rates for years to come. 

I have, &.C. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) James Anchmuiy. 

&c. &c. &c. 

Dublin. 
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Clifden Union. 

Gentlemei), Clifden, 14 July 1845). 

I HAVE the iiononr to state that it would not be for the prospective advantage of this 
tmion that able-bodied men should emigrate ; the proportion of this class to the quantity 
ofiand to be reclaimed being small. 

There is a numerous class, unmarried female adulis, of whom for week ending 14tb 
instant there were 470 in the workhouse, who would gladly avail themselves of an offer to 
emigrate, and to this class I c<insider the Commissioners’ attention may be directed, to the 
great advantage of the union. j 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) H. Harrison Briscoe, 

Dublin. Poor Law Inspector. 



Dinole Union. 

Gentlemen, Dingle, 16 July 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 'your letter of the 12th instant. 
No. 45,673, transmitting a copy of a communication addressed to you by the Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, in reference to the expediency of affording assistance 
for the emigration of destitute persons, and requesting my report thereon with regard to 
this union. 

In reply, J have the honour to state, with reference to the first pan of their Lordships’ 
inquiry, that I do not consider it possible that any deduction, sufficient to carry out such 
a scheme, could be made from the amount which, as already estimated, it will be necessary 
to advance here, in aid of tlie rates to the 4th August next; but that, looking to the large 
number of able-bodied young women who have been for the past year inmates of the work- 
house, and who, in all human probability, are likely to continue so for several years to 
come, I do not think a more judicious or benevolent application could be made of a portion 
of the produce of the rate-in-aid than in assisting, say 100, of this class to emigrate to any 
colony where a demand for such labour exists. 

Everything that was possible has been done to promote habits of industry amongst this 
class, and numbers of them have been for the last four or five months daily employed in 
spinning wool, flax, hemp, 8tc., and in the manufacture of fishing nets, stockings, clothing, 
&c., Init notwithstanding this, I am sensible that every day’s residence iu the workhouse 
tends directly to drmoralize tlieir minds, and diminish their habits of usefulne ss to them- 
selves or others ; and I conceive that anything which tends to rescue these poor creatures 
from 6" sad and hopeless a position, must be regarded as at once an act of ihe soundest 
policy, considered with reference to the intereais of ihe union, and of the greatest possible 
humanity towards the objecis of the measure. 

Should their LonUhips determine on affording any assistance to this union in the man- 
ner proposed, I will feel most happy in doing all that lies in luy power to make such a 
selection of individuals as will be hkely lo render it a source of the greatest possible 
advaniage to all concerned in it. j have 8cc 

The Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) ffiliiam P. O’Brien, 

8tc. &.C. 8tc. Poor Law Inspector. 



Ennis Union. 

Sir, Ennis, 14 July 1849. 

In reply to your letter(No. 45,678) of the 12th instant (received this morning), enclosing 
llie copy of n letter from tiie Lord.s Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury relative to 
the expediency of affording assistance for the emigration of destitute persons in the distressed 
unions, 

I beg to state that in this union there is a multitude of such persons who will be dependent 
on the poor vale, not only till next harvest, but, as far as it is possible to foresee, for 
many years to come, whose emigration would ultimately cause a saving to the union, and 
would be of great immediate benefit to themselves. 

The emigration which has lately taken place from this union, and is still in progress, is 
far from being beneficial to those who remain, the emigrants being either families who 
piissess a certain amount of capital, which they take away, or men who desert their families, 
leaving them to be supported by tlie poor rates; the Coiaier diminishing the resources of 
the union, the latter adding to its burthens. 

I am not yet prepared to give a decided opinion as to tlie class of destitute persons from 
wbicli it would be most advisable to select emigrants ; but I shall endeavour to obtain the 
best information on the point, and report further to the Commissioners. 

It strikes me, however, that the best emigrants would be agricultural labourers with large 
families, and perhaps the deseited families of those who have emigrated ; for (hough it is 
probable that many of these last will endeavour to afford to their families the means of 
joining them, 1 fear that if too long separated others will form new ties in the colonies, 
and abandon their families altogether. j 

W. Stanley, Esq. (agned) W, H. D. O'Brien, 

See. 8ic. Temporary Poor Law Inspector. 
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Ennistymon Ckion. 

Sir, 17 July 1849. 

I HAVE ihe honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 45,673, dated 13tl> 
July, enclosing a copy of a letter from the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
in reference to the emigration of destitute persons. 

In reply thereto, I beg to state that there are considerable numbers who must, under the 
existing circumstances, remain a permanent chaij;e upon the union, and who would wil- 
lingly avail themselves of an offer to emigrate. Though I do not consider the population 
by any means superabundant, were the lands properly tilled, I would, under existing cir- 
cumsiances, strongly advocate the policy and economy of assisting a certain number to 
•emigrate. 

I have, &c. 

Tlie Secretary (signed) A. E. Kennedij, 

Poor Law Commission. Poor Law Inspector. 



Galway Union. 



Sir, Galway, 15 July 1849. 

I beq to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12fh instant. No. 45,073/49, 
nccompanyinga copy of a communication from the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury m reference to the expediency of affording assistance for the emigration of 
Alestitute persons in the distressed unions, and requesting a report from me on the subject 
as regards the Galway Union. 

In reply, I have to observe, that although my connexion with this union is very recent, 
•yet the period of my services in the Gort Union, which comprises a considerable portion of 
the county of Galway, differing in no rnnterial respect from that part of the county which 
is included in the Galway Union, enables me to form an opinion as to the classes of destitute 
persons which are most likely to be constantly or generally recipients of public relief, which 
can be most readily spared from the country, and which may be reasonably expected to be 
-able to support themselves by their own exertions in the country to which they proceed. 

It appears to me that the first and most numerous class is that of single able-bodied 
women and grown girls. Having closely watched the administration of relief since the 
commencement of the operation of the poor laws in Ireland, I have observed a gradual 
increase in the relative proportions of the numbers in this class to the numbers included in 
other classes of recipients of relief. Several causes have tended to produce titis result. 
The cessation of agricultural employment, consequent on the throwing out of cultivation 
•within the last few years of a large extent of land ; the discharge of a great number of 
female farm servants, whose employers have either enrigrated, given up their hind, or who, 
inconsequence of the failure of their crops, are unable to pay for lured assistance; and 
the comparatively small amount of mortality which has occurred in the class of single adult 
females, are circumstances wliich have been mainly instrumental in causing the vast 
increase in the number of persons of this description who are now dependent on poor 
law relief for support. And although liopes may be entertained of the gradual improve- 
ment of the country, and viewing such improvement in the most favourable light, I much 
fear that a considerable portion of this class will remain a burden on the resources of the 
union for some years to come if tlieir numbers be not reduced by emigration. As regards 
the prospect which this class of persons would have of being able to support themselves in 
the colonies, I may be allowed to observe, that it appears that in the instances where single 
women have emigrated from this country they have experienced no difficulty in obtaining 
employment; and I have little doubt, from their ability to bear hardship, combined with their 
activity, diligence, and industry, when placed in situations calling for the exercise of these 
qualities, that single women and grown girls from this part of Ireland would be acceptable 
immigrants in many of the Brilirii colonies. 

Under these circumstances, it appears to me tliat the interests of the union would be 
served, and the condition and circumstances of the parties themselves much improved, by 
enabling such destitute single able-bodied women and grown girls to emigrate as have no 
present or immediately prospective means of support other than public relief, and vvho may 
be considered fit forthe purpose ; having regard, with respect to numbers, to tiie w-ants of 
the countries to which tliey may proceed, and the possibly increased demand for tbeir 
services here which may take place in the course of the progressive improvement of the 



country. . 

The next class suitable for emigration, which it appears to me will be for a considerable 
period generally unable to support themselves by their own exertions in this country, is 
that of married men with laige families. Though the number of able-bodied males has 
been materially diraini.hcd within the last few years by emigration, by going to England, 
by the operation of the law, by the mortality from cholera, fever and other diseases, aml_ by 
the more slow, hut almost equally certain, process of gradually progressing destitution, 
whereby many healthy able-bodied men have become infirm, diseased, and impotent, yet 
still there appears to be n greater number of this class in the country than its requirements 
will probably demand for a considerable period. I need not observe, that where a super- 
0 . 44 . X abundance 
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abundance of labour exists, competition for employment will ai-ise, which will have the effect of 
reducing the rate of wages; under such circumstances, it is evident that single men and 
men wiili small families will accept, and will be able to support themselves on a lower rate of 
remuneration than would be required by a jiersoii whose family is large, the more especially 
as no employment will be obtainable for the children, as all that may be available will be 
enoTossed by the full-grown men. The growing disposition observable throughout the 
countiy of allowing the land heretofore devoted to tillage to run into grass, together witlv 
the large quantity of waste land, has put a stop to the employment of children in weeding, 
minding the crops, 8cc., and ihereby diminished the resources of the labourer with a large 
family, and unfortunately, the children of such persons, from want and idleness, are 
acquirino' habits which render it of the utmost importance, both ns regards their own future 
welfare and the general interest of the country, that they should be placed in a position 
where no temptation for the exercise of their evil propensities should exist. 

I am therefore of opinion, after giving the subject ihe most atientive consideration in my 
power, tluu means might advantageously be afforded for enabling married men with large 
families lo proceed to nny of the colonies which Government migiit conceive to be best 
adapted for the purpose, where they might be in a position to support themselves by their 
labour, and where a portion at least of their children might contribute something towards 
providing for ilie general wants of the family. 

If the funds for enabling a sufficient number of these two classes to emigrate be provided, 
I am of opiniou that emigration at their own charge will take place to such an extent 
amongst the oiher classes of the poorer portion of the papulation of this union, as will, in 
the course of the anticipated progressive improvement of the country, restore the balance 
of the labour market, aiui that the union will by these means be relieved of a considerable 
portion of its present burden. 

I do not think there are many widows having children in this union who could be 
reasonably expected to be able to support themselves by their own independent exertions 
in the British colonies. The domestic situations which female emigrants generally fill in 
those countries do not admit of their having children with them. Nor can I recommend 
that the wives and children of men who have deserted their families and gone to America 
should be assisted to emigrate. Although I am led to believe there is a considerable num- 
ber of this class dependent on the resources of the Galway Union, I fear much, if this 
course were adopted, it would lead to a vastly iucreased e.xtent of desertion, including 
many who might be able to take out their families, but who would depart without them in 
the expectation of their being sent out by Government. Besides, I have reason lo believe 
that the greater number of those who have heretofore deserted iheir wives and children 
have got into the United States, where it would be very difficult in most cases for their 
families to find them. 

It mighi be considered the most economical and satisfactory course, when the funds are 
provided and the classes and numbers determined on, to charter a vessel or vessels for 
their conveyance to tire colony to which Government may consider it expedient to have 
them sent. The necessary stores of a proper description could be provided ; and the 
health, comfort, and safety of the emigrants would be tlius secured in the most efi'ectual 
manner. 

I have, &c. 

To W. Stanley, Esq. (signed) Jno. Hall, Temp. Inspector. 

8cc. &c. &c. 



Glenties Union. 

Gentlemen, Gleniies, 16 July 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th instant. 
No. 45,673/49, with its enclosures from the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury, relative to the 
emigration of paupers ; and I beg leave to say that it would be a great relief to this union 
if from three to fonr hundred could be emigrated. Should the Commissioners decide on 
this measure, 1 should feel obliged by their informing me of the exact number they would 
be disposed to send out from this union, and the class of paupers which they would deem 
expedient to emigrate. 

Should tile Commissioners come to any conclusion on this subject, 1 would res|)ectfully 
suggest that Killybegs would be the most eligible port lo embark them from, it being only 
16 miles from this, which would be attended with considerable saving lo the public, and 
a great accommodation to tiie paupers. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) H'm. O’Neill, Captain,- 

See. &c. 8cc. and Temporary Poor Law Inspector 

Dublin. 



Glenties Union. 

Gentlemen, Glenties, 23 July 1849. 

I_ HAVE the hononr to state, in reply to your letter of the 19th instant. No. 47,125/49, 
calling on me for my views as to the class of paupers which I would deem expedient lo 
emigrate. 

In 
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In reply, I beg leave to state that I should recommend the emigration of about 80 young 
men ana boys, from 16 to 28 years of age, and about 100 young girls of the above at^e. 

There are also 36 men, with their wives and families, amounting to 100, but I fear from 
the helpless state of their children, they would not be an eligible class to send to any of 
our colonies. There are a good number of young boys, orphans, and lads whose parents 
have deserted them, from 12 to 15 years of age, whom it would be desirable to emigrate if 
the Government would approve of lads of that age being sent out. I beg leave to enclose 
a return showing at once the numbers and class that I ^lould recommend for emigration, 
and who are likely to become a constant burthen on the union, both from want of employ- 
ment and the means of supporting themselves in any way. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners, 
&c. &c. See. 

Dublin. 



I have, 8tc. 

(signed) Wm. O'Neill, Captain, 

and Temporary Poor Law Inspector. 



GLENTIES UNION. 



RETURN showing the Number of Married Men, with their Wives and Families, together with tlie Number of Young 
Boys and Girls, from 16 Years to 28 Years, who are willing to Emigrate from this Union. Workhouse. 



Number of Married Men, I 

together 

vith their Wives and Clilldrea. 


Number of Young ' 
Men and Boys, 
from 16 to 28 
Yeats of Age. 


of Young Girls, 
from 10 to is 
Yean of Ag®- 


Number of 
Boys and Girls, 
from 12 to 1.5 
Years of Age, 
who are Orphans, 
or deserted 
by Parents. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Grand Total. 


Men. 1 


Wives. 1 Childreo. 
1 


30 


1 

20 100 

' i 

! 


80 


100 


00 


- - The whole of the 
paupers, as sliowu in 
this Return, are lihely 
to bo a coustaatburtJien 


390 



James Duyilevy, 

Master of the Workhouse. 



Gort Uniow. 

Gentlemen, 14 July 1849. 

In reply to your letter of the 12th instant (No. 45,678/49), received bythisday's post, 

I have the honour to submit for your consideration the following report: 

The expediency of assistance being afforded from the proceeds of the rate-in-aid to 
facilitate the emigration of paupers or necessitous persons from tlie Gort Union, between 
this date and harvest next, appears to me to admit of considerable doubt, unless such 
assistance were to be exclusively confined to certain classes of paupers. In my humble 
opinion, the only classes to whom it could with safety to the future prosperity of the union 
be properly extended, are, 1st, able-bodied single women; 2d, married men bavino- wives 
and large families of young children dependent upon them. ” 

The able-bodied single women dependent on poor rates for support exceed in point of 
proportionate numbers all other classes, and in a district where there are no manufactures of 
any kind, there is no near prospect of their ever being able to support themselves by inde- 
pendent labour. To this class, therefore, it might be advisable to afford speedy assistance, 
to enable them to emigrate 10 countries where tliere may be a scarcity of tne female sex, or 
•where the demand for female labour preponderatts over the supply. 

As regards the other doss mentioned, viz., married men havinglarge families, it is impos- 
sible they should, at the present scale of wages in this country, procure bv their labour a 
sufficiency of food for those dependent upon them, far less maintain them'iii decenev and 
comfort; and consequently they will always be in a greater or less degree a burthen on the 
rates. To this class, then, assistance towards emigrating to countries where ihe remunera- 
tion of the labourer is adequate to his wants, and where there are openings in trades and 
manufactures for the instruction and employment of youngpersons, might be wisely afforded. 

As respects single able-bodied men, and married men having small families, famine and 
disease have during the last three or four years so thinned their ranks, that were a better 
state of matters than at present exists to arise, under Divine Providence, in this union and 
the country generally, I feel satisfied the supply of labour would not equal the demand for 
0.44. X 2 it; 
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it ; and therefore on this ground I would deprecate the hiring out to other countries of any 
number of these classes. 

There is another class whose emigration would afford ihe greatest present relief to the 
ratepayers, but it would be highly dangerous and inexpedient, in my mind, lo encourage it 
by any crratiiitous means. The class 1 allude to is composed of the wives and families of 
persons, '^who having already emigrated, have left this class chargeable on the rates mr an 
indefinite period, viz., until ihe husband and father can in his new country realise sufficient 
means to send without inconvenience for his family from the old one. Were eleemosynary 
assistance for the purposes of emigration extended to this class, I need scarcely observe 
lhatsucli acourae would paralyse the praiseworthy exertions of the absent heads ol families, 
and at the same time induce many heads of families still in this country toabscoiul to other 
shores, in the hope that their families would be sent out to them free of cost. 

Upon the whole, I am of opinion that assistance to this union for the purposes of emigra- 
tion should be confined, as I have said before, to single women and married men having laige 
families. - •n 

As to the time of according such assistance, I beg to report that harvest operations wiU 
be in full force in this union before the arrangements necessary for sending off the emigrants 
could be completed ; but as the classes mentioned may be looked upon as permanently 
pauperised whilst they remain in this country, there surely could be no reasonable objec- 
tion to tiieir being sent at any time to a country where they could support themselves by 
independent labour. i. i • 

Limerick and Galway naturally suggest themselves as the proper ports for embarkation 
of emigrants from this district, and it is worth considering whether it might not be advisable 
that a vessel should be chartered expressly for the reception of emigrants assisted out of 
the rate-iu-aid, in this and the adjoining unions. 

I have, Stc. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) Samuel Horsley. 

Poor Law Office, Dublin. 



Kenmare Uniojt. 

GentlEMien, , Kiilaraey, 16 July 1840. 

It was only yesterday I had the honour of receiving yuur letter of the 12th instant, tntns- 
miltiiif a copy of a letter from the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treas urr, in 
reference to Uie expediency of affording assistance for the emigration of destitute persons 
who would oihetwise be dependent upon the poor rates. 

I am very sensible of the great difficulties attending the question of emipation, as con- 
nected with the poor rates, and as a general principle, I think they should be kept per- 
fectly distinct from each other ; for if once it be established that paupensm gives a title to, 
ora chance of a free passage, and other consequent advantages, every man desirous of 
leaving the country will resort to every possible subterfuge to throw himself ou the pour 
rates, and thus qualify himself. . 

The question therefore remains, whether an exception to the above principle may not be 
desirable in certain localities ; and I am willing lo admit that to some purts of the Kenmare 
Union the exception might be applied with advantage. 

If we compare ihe amount of population with the acreable extent of ihe union, it would 
be found by no means excessive; but the long inlet of the sea known as the Kenmare 
River affordiiio- an inexhaustible supply of sea ware and calcareous sand (a most valuable 
description of niaiiure), has atiracted the great mass of the people to its shores, all ot whom 
have been entirely dependent upon the potato for their siippon, which will accuunt for tlie 
very great extent of destitution following tlie failure of that crop. 

There are immense tracts of land, lemoie from the river, capable of the highest degree of 
improvement, which would afford ample food and employment for all, undera better system 
of avricultuve ; but even supposing the proprietors had the means of making these improve- 
ments cm tlie land, years must elapse before its capabilities could be fully developed, ana an 
amelioration of the condition of the people effected ; a more immediate remedy is therefore 

\iiothev point deserving considenitlon is the present low rale of wages for labour, caused 
by over-competition, and so long as this artificial state of rural society continues, the 
peasantry must remain in a degra'ded and demoralized state ; the employer alh-gin^ as an 
excuse that the labourer is getting as much as the work he gives is worth, and the labourer, 
that he gives full value for the wages ; and thus there is a constant struggle between the 
parties, on one side to reduce the wages, and on ihe other to give less work in reiurn. 

This Slate of affairs can only be remedied by reducing the labouring population to such 
a limit as to enable ihe working man to commund a fair day’s wages for a fair day s work ; 
and this I believe can only be effected in this union by an extensive scheme of emigraiion. 

With this admission, it now becomes necessary to consider the class of persons who 
should be selected for emigration; and I am strongly disposed to think that it should be 
confined to those utterly and absolutely destitute, and that no assistance should be given 
in aid of partial means. 

I am also of opinion tliat the selection should fall on able-bodied married men without 
house or land, who are now inmates of the union workhouse, taking care that they should 
he accompanied by all persons they may be legally bound to support. And to avoid the sus- 
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picion of undue favour to any particular electoral division, I would suggest that those 
paupers chargeable to the union at large, and otherwise eligible, should be the first selected. 

It is not for me to give an opinion as to whether the whole expense should be defrayed 
from the rate-in-aid, or whetlier the proprietors whose estates would be benefited by being 
freed from a surplus population should not be called upon to contribute a certain pro- 
portion ; but this point may be wonhy the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government. 

^ I am not aware bow far the opinions I have expressed may be in accordance with those 
entertained by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury j but they are honestly 
given, and not without much thought and reflection. 

I have, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) William A. Clarke. 

8cc. See. See. 



KitBUSH Union. 

Sir 15 July 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter (No. 45,673), dated 12ih J uly 
1849, accompanied by a copy of a letter from the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury, in reference to ihe emigration of destitute persons in this union. In reply thereto, 
I beg to state that I cannot doubt the expediency of applying any available f unds to assist a 
certain numberand class of destitute persons to emigrate. Under existing circumstances,! can 
see no probability of their obtaining the means of subsistence in this union. But few have 
emigrated from the western part of Clare prior to the last year; and there is now an extensive 
and unraistakeable desire to do so, wherever the means can be obtained. There are some 
ebsses who, under the existing circumstances of this union, must remain permanent charges, 
and who could well earn a subsistence in the colonies ; and it would obviously be good 
policy and economy to assist such persons to emigrate. The great mass of the destitute in 
this union are unfit for emigrants; they are ignorant of any useful calling, and helpless 
beyond conception. A suflicient number of useful and intelligent emigrants might be 
readily selected who would sensibly lighten the burthen upon the rates. It is, however, 
hardly necessary to remark tiiat the resources of the union are altogether inadequate to 
carry out the proposed measure. 

I have, &c. 

The Secretary (signed) A. E. Kennedy. 

Poor Law Commission. Poor Law Inspector. 



Roscommon Union. 

Gentlemen Roscommon, Ifl July 1849. 

In reply to your communication of the 12th instant (No. 45,673/49), enclosing a letter • 
addressed to the Poor Law Commissioners from the LordsCommissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury, respecting the expediency of affording assistance for the emigration of destitute 
poor persons in the distressed unions until next harvest. 

1 have the honour to state that the financial condition of this onion is such, that it will 
require until the 4th of next August an amount of assistance fully equal to what it is now 
receiving say 700 1. weekly, for the sujiport of the destitute poor alone, as the estimated 
amount 'of the collection of poor rate to that period will scarcely be sufficient to discharge 
the debt due to the National Bank directors, for which purpose it will be impounded by the 
treasurer of the union. 

I consequently presume that the suggestions contained in the letter addressed by ibu 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to the Poor Law Commissioners cynnot 
be acted upon in this union. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) Henry Musters, 

Sic. 8cc. &.C. Temporary Poor Law Inspector. 



Roscommon Union. 



Genileiiieii Roscommon, 28 July 1849. 

In reply to your communication of the 19tb instant (No. 47,130/49), I have the honour 
to inform you that a rate having just been struck, previous to the receipt of ihe sealed 
order relative to the rate-in-aid, that cannot be included until another rate is made m this 
„ . . IT c union, 
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union, and consequently no portion of it could be applied in assisting the emigration of 
destitute persons, previous to_ the approaching harvest, and the collection of the present 
rate will not be completed before next November. 

I have at the same time to observe, tiiat if funds were available in any way for that pur- 

E ose, nothing, in my opinion, could be of greater advantage to this disiiessed union, and I 
ave no doubt but that if the sum to be raised off this union by the late-in-aid could be 
employed in assisting the emigiation of destitute persons, it could not be more beneficially 
employed for the interest of tlie union. ^ 

1 have, Scc. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Heni'y Musters, 

Temporary Poor Law Inspector. 



ScARiFF Union. 

Scariff, 14 July 1849. 

In compliance with the desire of the Commissioners to be furnished with a report omthe 
subject of ihe letter of Sir Charles Trevelyan, in reference to the expediency of affording 
assistance for the emigration of destitute persons in the distressed unions, who would 
otherwise be dependent on the rates uniil next harvest, my report being required as far as 
the subject regards Scariff Union. 

I have the honour to state that in this union there are many poor persons whose removal 
by emigration would be a permanent relief to the raies, those of the class of able-bodied 
paupers with large families, who being in a healthy condition are fit to work for their sup- 
port in the colonies; whilst there are many more, the great majority of tlie same class 
whose weak sickly state of health is such, although termed able-bodied, not being posi- 
tively infirm, that to remove them as emigrants is out of the question. Of youinr sinele 
able-bodied, both males and females, there are a great number. ° ° 

I do not anticipate that anything like sufficient remunerative employment will be affoided 
for these classes, at. nor after the next harvest, and they have no land cropped, and will 
upon. In this union there are no manufactories, 
ohould the country revive and again become prosperous under the operation of the new 
laws enacted for its-beaefiL-we may hope,. to see these established, and with them, and an 
improved agricnilural system, tlie laUbufer may have a chance of improving his condition. 

Looking forward then to better times soon to arrive, and seeing so large a portion of the 
population of the union in the weak and diseased state alluded to above, who can never 
regain that strength of body they once possessed before distress and bad food bad brought 
them low, the expediency of removing the healthy and really able-bodied portion of the 
labouring men becomes a doubtful quesiion. Voluntary emigration is draining and will 
yet drain off a large number. 

I would, however, at once relieve the rates by assisiing the emigration of as many of 
the single healthy females as possible, for of these there is a great redundancy. The 
women generally appear to have weathered the famine crisis with far less of suffering than 
the men, and very lew females comparatively have become victims to its ravages. ° 

I have, &c. 

William^ Stanley, Esq. (signed) ThoTnas Spark, 

Secretary. Temporary Poor Law Inspector. 



Skisbfreen Union. 

Gentlemen, Skibbereen, 22 July 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication, No. 45,673 
transmitting a copy of a letter from the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury in 
reference to the expediency of affording assistance for the emigration of destitute persons 
m the Skibbereen Union, who would otlierwise be dependent on the rates for support untfl 
next harvest ; and in reply, I have the honour to state for your information that a portion 
of the money to be raised fay the rate-in-aid, can be advantageously employed in this way. 
1 think that single able-bodied females are the class to which this kind of relief can be 
most beneficially extended. The luinibei-s of this class who are now living on thieving, and 
perhaps woree, is astonishing. Again, I would direct your aitemion to the vast numbers of 
“deserted cases” in this union wdio are on the out-door relief lists; in most of those cases 
the husband has found money to emigrate himself, leaving his wife and children char-fe- 
able to the rates until he may be enabled to amass sufficient to pay their passage also • but 
tlieie is much difficulty in the way of the consideration of this question, as the husbands 
may not have emigrated to any of the colonies attached to Her Majesty’s dominions. I 
am averse to any plan which would deprive the union of able-bodied labourers. From* my 

intercourse 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




UNDER GENERAL RATE IN AID ACT, IRELAND. 167 

intercourse with the country, I nm satisfied that instead of an over-supply of this class 
tliere will be found a great deficiency when the demand for their labour arises. I have no 
doubt, however, but that the union can be most materially relieved by well-direcied 
emigration. 

I have, &c. 

To the Commissioners for Administering the (signed) Jam es F. Rolksion. 

Laws for Relief of ihe Poor in Ireland. 



SwiNEFORD Union. 

Sir, Swineford, 14 July 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th instant. 
No. 45,073/49, forwarding a copy of a communication from the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury, in reference to the expediency of afibrding assistance for the emigration 
of destitute persons in the distressed unions, who would otherwise be dependent on the poor 
rates for support until nest harvest, and requesting I would report on the subject as soon as 
possible regarding this union. 

In reply, I beg to state that a sum of money for tlie purpose of assisting the emigration 
of destitute persons in this union could be advantageously employed. We have at this 
moment over 400 healthy unmarried females in the workhouse, of die ages from 16 to 30, 
to whom assistance in that way would be of the utmost importance, at once conf'erriiiD’ a 
benefit on the individuals, and relieving ihe union of a burthen, which must not only 
continue till harvest, but to an indefinite period. 

Providing for a portion of this very distressed class in the manner refen-ed to, I would 
deem highly expedient, and beg to recommend. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) J2. J. Hanley, 

William Stanley, Esq. Temporary Poor Law Inspector. 



Tuam Union. 



Sir, Tuam, 14 July 1849. 

In reply to your letter of the l2th instant (which I received this morning), enclosing me 
the copy of a letter from Sir C. E. Trevelyan, relative to the emigration of destitute persons, 
and directing me to report to the Commissioners on the subject. 



I have the honour to report that by far the most destitute class in this union, who are fit 
subjects for emigration, and who are most likely to remain dependent on the poor rates, is 
the class of single young women. There are at present in the workhouses in the union 
about 800 of these young persons, who have very little chance of oblaiuiug employment; 
the farmers who formerly had female sei-vants are no longer able to maintain them, and 
there is no general employment for young women in the union. 

I would therefore strongly recommend the above as tiie most destitute class, and the 
most proper as emigrants from the Tuam Union. 



I have given directions to have lists of these young persons to be made out, from the age 
of 14 to 20, who have been in the workhouse fur the longest period, and who have 
unblemisljed characters, and will submit tliem to the Commissioners for their consideration ; 
but as a proper scrutiny will require a few days, I think it right to reply at once to your 
letter. 

I am, Sec. 

(signed) A. Darley, 

W. Stanley, Esq. Poor Law Inspector. 



Tuam Union.. 

Extract from Captain Darfey’s Second Report. 

With reference to my report of the l4th instant on tlie subject of emigration, which 
1 was directed to make to the Commissioners by your letter of the l2th instant, and in which 
report I stated that I had given directions to have lists made out of young females who have 
been for the longest time in the workhouse, and who are eligible candidates as emigrants, 
I herewith beg leave to transmit these lists lor the consideration of the Commissioners. 



X 4 



Names 
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Names of Paupers in the Tuam Unioh Workhouse who are anxious to Emigrate to Australia. 



Honor Doddy 

Catharine Cahill - 

Mary Hearne 

Mary Pailon 

Margaret Donohoe 

Mary Kennedy 

Mai'garet Murphy - 

Ellen Tierney 

Mary Fahy - 

Bridget Joyce 

Mary Larkin 

Bridget King 
Margaret King 
Ellen Conolly 

Bridget Duffy 
Mary Duffy - 
Margaret M'Cann 

Catharine Kelly • 

Catharine Conolly 
Bridget Conolly - 
Mary Donohoe, sen. 
Ellen Delany 
Mary Donohoe, jun. 
Catharine Browne - 
Kitty Lyons - 
Mary Roache 
Bidcly Roache 
Honor Roache 
Honor Mullowny - 
Julia Mullowny 
Margaret Mullowny 
Mary Shanrahan - 
Judy Roache 
Mary Hanly 
Catharine Hosty - 
Margaret Carr 
Bridget Madden - 
Mary Hare - 
Mary Donnellan - 
Mary Hannon 
Alice Hannon 
Mary Kearney 
Catharine Panell - 
Julia Barnes - 
Catharine Dempsey 
Catharine Sweeny 
Bridget Sweeny 
Mary Pane - 
Mary Morris 
Mary Conhern 
Ellen Hynes 
Mary Brannack 
Mary Wallace 
Ellen Conolly 
Honor Keating 
Maiy Murphy • 
Mary Donohoe 
Honor Walsh 
Mary Welsh 



OBSERTATIONS. 



- • Can read and write ; 

2 years in workhouse. 

- . Can read and write j 
9 months in workhouse. 

- • Can read and write ; 

3 years in workhouse. 

- - Can read and write j 

1 ^ year in workhouse. 

- - Can read and write ; 
3 years in workhouse. 

- * Can read and write ; 
3 years in workhouse. 

- - Can read and write; 

2 years in workhouse. 

- - Can read and write; 

years in workhouse. 
.. Can read and write; 
1 i year in workhouse. 

- - Can read and write ; 

3 J years in workhouse. 

- • Can read and write ; 
7 months in workhouse. 

h Sisters; can read; 1 
/year in workhouse. 

- - Can read and write ; 

1 year in workhouse, 
h Sisters ; can read ; 1 
I Jyear in workhouse. 

- - Can read ; 9 months 
in workhouse. 

- - Can read ; 2 years 
in ^vol'khou8e. 

|l_ Sisters; can rend; 2 
years in workhouse. 

2 years in workhouse. 

C months in workhouse. 
2 years in workhouse. 

1 j ditto - ditto. 

2 ditto * ditto, 

[I Sisters; 2 years in 
'workhouse. 



: years 



ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 



1 ditto 
9 months 
6 ditto 

2 ditto 

1 ditto 

2 ditto 
2 ditto 
1 ditto 
1 ditto 
1 ditto 
1 ditto 
1 ditto 

1 ditto 

2 ditto 
2 ditto 

1 ditto 

2 ditto 

3 ditto 
2 ditto 
6 months 
■2 years 

2 ditto • 

3 ditto 
8 ditto 
6 months 



N A it E 3. 



Mary Hynes 
Catharine Joyce - 
Margaret Coen 
Mary Bankes 
Mary Tighe - 
Bridget Monahan - 
Mary Bohan 
Mai'y Gaynord 
Ellen Donnellnn - 
Bridget Myers 
Mary Carloas 
Honor Fahy - 
Mary Nolan - 
Catharine Tierney 
Julia Darcy - 
Bridget Darcy 
Catharine Dowd - 
Rose Murphy 
Bridget WtJsh 
Mary Cunningham 
Ellen Farraher 
Catharine ICilgariff 
Winifi'ed Kilgariff 
Ellen Munroe 
Mary Lyons - 
Mary Swift - 
Honor Philbia 
Margaret Dempsey 
Sully Hare - 
Margaret Hare 
Bridget Long 
Celia Sally - 
Ellen Gormerly 
Ellen Ford - 
Mary Hollaran 
Honor Noone 
Catharine Concanon^ 
Mary Flynn - 
hfargaret Griffin 
Margaret Gannon 
Honor Kerrigan 
Bridget M'Corniick 
Bridget Hughes 
Winny Slamon 
Honor Cunningham 
Catharine Wax 
Mary Joyce - 
Catharine Corny 
Margaret M'Cormick] 
Judy Rush - 
Catharine Costello 



Mary Walsh 
Mary Jennings 
Anne Hynes 
Honor Hynes 
Sibby Colleran 
Honor Conolly 
Margaret Connor 
Mary Connell 
Maj'y Kelly - 
Sibby Walsh 
Judy Myres - 
Mary Naughton 
Bridget Dowd 
Julia Mooney 
Mary Fanaher 
Margaret Nestor 
Margaret Grimes 
Mary Joyce, - 
Biddy Joyce 
Mary Murphy 



year 
3 ditto 
3 ditto 
2 ditto 

2 ditto 

1 ditto 

1 ditto 

2 ditto 
2 ditto 
1 ^ ditto 
1 ditto 
1 ditto 

h Sisters 

J.... . 



OBSERVATIONS. 



1 year in workhouse. 
6 months - ditto. 



ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 

^ , _ years in 

j workhouse. 

2 years in workhouse. 

2 ditto • ditto. 

1 ditto - ditto. 

3 months - ditto. 

1 year - ditto. 

2 ditto - ditto. 

2 ditto - ditto. 

9 months - ditto. 

2 years • ditto. 

3 ditto 
3 ditto 
1 ditto 
9 months 
9 ditto 
6 ditto 

1 year 
C months 
C ditto 

2 years • 

1 ditto > ditto. 

6 months - 
1 year 

1 ditto - ditto. 

1 ditto - ditto. 

3 montlis > ditto. 

6 ditto - ditto. 

3 years - ditto. 

G montlis • ditto. 

2 years - ditto. 

G months ditto. 

3 ditto - ditto. 

6 ditto • ditto. 

6 ditto • ditto. 

1 year • ditto. 

6 montlis - ditto. 

2 years - ditto. 

2 ditto - ditto. 

9 months - ditto. 

3 yeai’s - ditto. 

Sisters ; 2 years in 

workhouse, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
years in. 

'orkhouse. 



ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto, 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 



ditto. 

ditto. 



3 months ii 
3 ditto - 
6 ditto - 
U ditto - 
3 ditto - 
3 ditto - 
1 year 
9 months - 
6 ditto - 
6 ditto - 
3 ditto • 
0 ditto - 
3 ditto - 
h Sisters; 2 
l/workhouse. 
■ years in w 
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No. 


NAMES. 


1 Age. 


1 OBSERVATIONS. 


No. 


NAMES. 


Age. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


133 


Mary Fallon 


' 17 


3 months in workhouse. 


177 


.4nne Rafferty 


19 


2 


orkhouse. 


134 


Mary Turner 


18 


1) Sisters : 


2 years in 


178 








r**- 




Catharine Turner - 




IJ workhouse. 


170 


Biddv Grimes 


18 


1 ditto - 




136 


Mary Griffin 


18 


1 year in 


workhouse. 


180 








fFtto 




Catharine Dowd - 




1 J ditto 


- ditto. 


161 


Mnryanne Treacy - 


17 


6 months - 


ditto. 


136 


Mary Hefferan 


17 


3 months 


- ditto. 


182 












Catharine Newell - 


18 


1 5 year 


- ditto. 


163 


Honor Monahan - 


18 


1 ditto • 


ditto. 


140 


Mary Connell 


17 


1 ditto 


- ditto. 


184 . 


Catharine Leyden - 


17 






141 


Anne Carty - 


17 


1 ditto 


- ditto. 


185 


J ulia l,ee 


18 


2 ditto - 


ditto. 


142 


Ellen Spring 


16 


1 month 


- ditto. 


188 


Margaret Roche - ' 


13 








Margaret Maley - 




6 months 


- ditto. 


187 


Anne Forde - 


17 


1 ditto - 


ditto. 


144 


Bi'ideret Conway - 


18 


6 ditto 


- ditto. 


188 












Mary Fiewek 


15 


1 year 


• ditto. 


180 


Anne Leyden 


18 


1 year 


ditto. 


146 


biddy Jr'ahy - 


i 16 


2 J ditto 


- ditto. 


100 


Julia Leyden 


17 








Margaret Joyce 


15 


2 ditto 


- ditto. 


191 


Bridget Coorhlin - 


18 


1 ditto - 


ditto. 


148 


Johanna Moran 


16 


1 ditto 


• ditto. 


162 


Winny Forde 


18 








Judy Karney 


16 


7 months 


♦ ditto. 


103 


J-Joaor Donohoe 


1 19 


1 ditto • 


ditto. 


150 


Margaret Murphy- 


18 


3 years 


- ditto. 


194 


Ellen Newell 


! IS 








Mary Johnston 


20 . 


9 months 


- ditto. 


195 


Margaret Dermody 


i 10 


1 year 


ditto. 


162 


Mary Kirwan 


18 


1 year 


- ditto. 


196 


Mary Burke 


1 17 








Bridget Brien 


17 


9 months 


- ditto. 


197 


bndget Henly 


! 18 


1 ditto - 


ditto. 


154 


Uatliarine KaUeUy 


19 


9 ditto 


- ditto. 


198 


Honor Glynne 


1 19 






156 


■ Mary Connell 


— 




— 


199 


Anne Fleming 


i 18 


1 .ditto - 


ditto. 


168 


Judy Ryan - 


16 


4 years in 


workliouse. 


200 


Mary Perkinson - 


! 18 








Bridget Murphy - 


16 


2 ditto 


- ditto. 


201 


Mary Lee 


17 


Uyear - 


ditto. 


158 


Bridget Sherlock - 


18 


6 mcnclis 


- ditto. 


202 


Bridget Boyle 


19 






159 


Sarah Farrell 


15 


1 J year 


- ditto. 


203 


Mary Cooke 


19 


1 ditto * 


ditto. 


160 


i Biddy Connolly - 


15 


1 J ditto 


• ditto. 


204 


Celia Cooke - 


17 








biddy Duggan 


16 


1 ^ ditto 


- ditto. 


205 


Mary Philbin 


18 


1 ditto - 


ditto. 


162 


Mary baker - 


15 


2 J ditto 


• ditto. 


206 


Mary Hughes 


19 








brioget Koche 


17 


1 1 ditto 


- ditto. 


207 


Honor O’Neill 


18 


6 months - 


ditto. 


164 


Mary Tierney 


15 


3 ditto 


- ditto. 


208 


Bridget Perkinson - 


17 






165 


bridget Uempay • 


15 


1 ditto 


- ditto. 


209 


Honor Donohoe - 


17 






166 


Celia Darcy • 


15 


1 ditto 


- ditto. 


210 


Mary Dunne 


18 


1 ditto - 


ditto. 


167 


Judy Kenny- 


17 


3 ditto 


- ditto. 


211 


Bridget Tierney 


13 


I Sisters; 3 




168 


Mary Kyne - 


18 


1 ditto 


- ditto. 


212 


Margaret Tierney - 


17 


/ workhouse. 




169 


Ellen Kyne - 


16 


1 ditto 


• ditto. 


21 a 


Catharine Newell - 


18 










0 




214 


Ellen O’Donnell - 


19 


9 months - 


ditto. 


171 




' 17 


2 ditto 


- ditto. 




Mary O’Brien 


18 


6 ditto > 


ditto. 


172 


Kitty Rhatligan - 


19 


1 ditto 


• ditto. 


216 


Margaret Shaugh- 
























2 years 


ditto. 














Bridget Magrath • 


17 






174 


Honor Berne 




2 ditto 


- ditto. 


218 


Mary Thornton 


18 






175 


bally HosBion 


18 


2 ditto 


- ditto. 


219 


Catharine Costelloe 


19 






176 


bllen IJeskin 


17 


1 ditto 


- ditto. 


220 


bndget byrnes 


20 


2 years 


ditto. 



Westport Union. 

Gentlemen, Westport, 14 July 1849. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th July 1849, (No. 45,673/49), 
transmiitli^ a copy of a communication received from the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury, relative to the expediency of aflPor.ding assistance for the emigration of 
destitute persons in the distressed unions. 

With respect to the union of Westport, I beg to slate that I do not consider any portion 
of the advances now being made for their support could with advantage he applied to the 
purpose. If all the landed proprietors were in a position to improve their estates by 
introducing a better system of farming than has hitlierto been pursued, and if the 
immense quantity of land now lying waste was under cultivation, and in the hands of 
persons who could employ a fair number of laltourers, the amount of labour now in the 
union would by no means exceed that which would be required. To reduce the relief lists 
■by a system of emigration for the able-bodied men and their families (the only class for 

0.44. Y whom 
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whom it would be available) would be desirable, if tliere was no prospect of a change for 
the beuer in the condition of ilie union; but when some of the landlords are taking 
advantage of the Land Improvement Act, and where there appears a hope of men with 
capital taking the lands of those who can do no good with them, I do not think such a 
step could be recommended. Extensive employment, the want of vyhich has been so_ 
seriously felt, is what is principally required, and were it obtained, I think, independent ol 
the able-bodied men and their families, that numbers of those destitute persons under the 
classes of ao-ed and infirm, deserted women, widows and orphans, who now are a burden 
to the union, might by degrees find other support, as their relatives would if employed, 
and in the receipt of fair money wages, be in a position to afford ihem assistance. 

I have, 8c.c. 

(signed) James M. PrimTose, 

The Poor Law Commissioners, 8cc. See. Captain 43d Light Infantry, 

Dablin, Temporary Poor Law Inspector. 



Gentlemen, Dublin, 21 July 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th iristant, 
requesting me to report upon the subject of a letter from the Lords of Her Majesty s 
Treasury, ''dated the lOtii insiani, referring to the emigration of destitute persons from the 
unions under my charge. 

I am not quite certain that I understand the meaning of the letter, which in one point 
of view would appear to have reference only to a relief of the rates to be expended between 
this time mid the approaching harvest. Bui as this period is so short, that it is obvious 
that no emigration could be so speedily conducted as by any possibility to influence the 
expenditure to be made during its cours'e for the support of the poor, I assume that my 
opinion is desired as to the effect which emigration miw set on foot might be presumed to 
have on the future demands to be made from the rate-in-aid for the inaintenaiice of the 
destitute poor in the distressed unions under my charge. 

Upon this point I may state that I have great doubts whether any expenditure to be. 
made from lhe funds of the raid-in-aid for the purposes of emigration would materially 
affect the ordinary expenses necessary for the support of ilie poor. Very little more could 
be expected from it than that ihe numbers of poor to be supported would be less by the 
exact number sent out. The only addition lo this calculation would result from the fact 
that these persons being sent out from the workhouses would, pro taiito, increase the 
means of testing the destitution of others now receiving relief out of doors, by reason of 
the want of room within the workhouse, and according to the known effect of this test, 
the numbers of those supported by the rates might thus perhaps be reduced. I do not 
believe that the emigration of any number of persons who could be expected to be removed 
by the funds available from the rate-in-aid could indirectly influence the amount of 
pauperism, whether the funds were provided exclusively from this source, or in conjunction 
with others ; and if I am right in this, it is clear that the only effect it can produce, must 
be sucli as I have previously alluded to. 

At the same time, I must beg to guard myself against being supposed lo express an 
opinion unfavotirable lo a judicious system of emigration. On the contrary, I should 
anticipate the greatest benefits as likely to result from such a measure, not perceptible 
to any very great degree on the present expenditure, but mateiially affecting it after the 
lapse of some years. \he classes of persons 1 should point to as being emigrants calculated 
to effect this good are young single men and women ; of these (especially the latter) our 
houses are now full, and not only would their removal produce a most valuable extension 
of workhouse accommodation, but by touching the sources of future population, I think it 
is to he expected that an ultimate advantage of no inconsiderable character would be 
obtained. 

I have, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners (signed) Richard Bourhe. 

for Ireland. 



Gentlemen, Dublin, 21 July 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th instant, re- 
questing a report on the suliject of an enclosed letter from the Treasury, relative to the 
appropriation of a portion of the sum granted in aid of the distressed unions to the purpose 
of emigration. 

The distressed unions in my district which have received aid from advances consist of 
Cahirciveen, Kenmare, Banlry, and Skibbereen, all of which unions, in my opinion, contain 
portions of country from which the removal of parties by emigration would be highly 
desirable. 

In 
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In my opinion, if any emigration was to take place from these unions, almost the entire 
amount necessaiy to that purpose would have to be advanced, as under present circum- 
stances I think it highly improbable that the ratepayers of any electoral division would be 
willing to assess themselves for this purpose to any considerable extent. I therefore am 
of opinion that no portion of the sum estimated to be necessary for the purpose of aidino- 
the distressed unions, for the period ending the 4tU August, can'be applied to this object, 4 
the cost of cmigiution being so great as compared with the small sum necessary for the 
maintenance of parties on the relief lists up to the time of harvest, the appropriation of any 
portion of the advances to this purpose must necessarily leave the guardians without the 
means of relieving many parties who are in a state of destitution. 

The question of the expediency of appropriating any part of the rate-in-aid to emigration 
purposes appears to me to depend altogether upon there being a surplus of that funa found 
to exist, after assistance being rendered to the distressed unions. I fear, liowever, that it is 
vain to expect that these unions will contribute any considerable amount for the purpose, 
and that tjius the expense of any emigration which took place would fall almost entirely 
upon that fund. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed)- Charles S. Crattford. 

Poor Law Inspector. 



Limerick, 21 July 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the igtli instant, trans- 
mitting a copy of a letter which the Commissioners liave received from the Lords of Her 
Majesty’s Tieasuiy, in reference to the expediency of aftbrding assistance for the emigration 
of destitute pei’smis in the distressed unions, who would otherwise be dependent upon the 
ponr rates for their support ; and in reply, I have to report, for the information of the 
Commissioners, that in my opinion it wnuid be most desirable to expend a large portion of 
the advances now being made to the distressed unions iu tissisting some of the most 
eligible destitute persons to emigrate ; and the class to whom I would in the first instance 
recommend that this assistance should be exieiided,are the young unmarried women between 
the ages of 18 and 25, more particularly to those who have been for any considerable time 
inmates of any of the wt>rkhouscs. I nni induced to recommend this class from the very 

f real difficulty which exists of testing the real destitution of these young women, except 
y the workhouse, for while young men cair be placed on out-door relief and compelled to 
perfoim a task of work for eight hours each day, there is no means of applying the labour 
test to females, except within the walls of the workhouse; and from the readiness with 
which this cia>s come into the house, I am quite satisfied there is little or no employment 
for them outside; besides, where there are so many young unprotected females, reduced to 
the necessity of applying to the )ioor rates for their very subsistence, the most serious 
consequences to their mornlit}' may be apprehended, and this danger is considerably 
increased from the great falling oft' which has lately taken place in flie nmnber of mar- 
riages, more pmticularly in the more distressed districts. From the anxiety evinced by the 
young female inmates of the several workhouses when the emigration agent lately made 
his selection of those who were to be sent out to Australia, I have no doubt that there are 
many thousand young women who would gladly avail themselves of a free passage to the 
Canadas, and where they might be sent for about the same sum which they cost tne union 
for one year’s support in a workhouse. 



To W. Stanley, Esq. 

Secretary, Poor Law Commission, Dublin. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) 2?. M. Lynch, 

Poor Law Inspector. 



— No. 167- — 

Treasury Minute; dated 11th September 1849. 

Wp_TB to the Poor Law Commissioners, that looking to the small balance 
remaining which the Treasury is authorised to advance on the credit of the 
rate-in-aid, and the probable demands on that fund of a more pressing nature, 
my Lords do not feel that they sliould be justified in authorising any expendi- 
ture for this purpose at the present time. 



— No. 168. — 



No. 167. 
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— No. 168. — 

Kenmare Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
12th December 1850. 

N®. i68. I have the honour, by direction of the Commissioners for Administering ther 

Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland to state, for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that the Commissioners have 
received from the Board of Guardians of Kenmare Union a resolution request- 
ing the Commissioners to allocate from the rate-in-aid a sum of 2,000/. for 
the purpose of forwarding the emigration of able-bodied young men and women- 
from the Kenmare Union. 

With reference to this resolution the Commissioners desire’ to observe, that 
the workhouse buildings at present occupied by the Board of Guardians of 
Kenmare Union, according to the last return received by the Commissioners, 
are capable of accommodating about 2,500 persons, but that there were on the 
30th ultimo a larger number of inmates in the workhouse than the number 
above stated. 

Steps are being taken, with as much dispatch as possible, for providing 
additional workhouse accommodation, but the Commissioners apprehend that 
the accommodation which it is intended to provide by means of a grant already 
sanctioned by their Lordships, will not be sufficient to meet the increasing 
pressure for relief, and that all the workhouse accommodation which can be- 
provided will speedily be occupied. 

If the Board of Guardians should be enabled to carry out the proposal to 
afford assistance to able-bodied young men and women to emigrate, the relief 
which would thereby be afforded would be twofold, by relieving the union of the 
cost of maintenance of such persons for some indefinite period, and at the 
same time providing room in the workhouse without additional expense in 
buildings, as it is intended to restrict the application of the funds proposed to 
be expended in emigration to persons now receiving relief in the workhouse. 

Rates varying from 2 5. to 4 6 d. in the pound were made in the Kenmare 

Union in the month of July last, and the Board of Guardians have agreed at 
their last meeting to make additional rates equal to 5 s. in the pound, where 
rates of that amount or upwards are now required. 

Such rates appear to be requisite in nearly all the electoral divisions of the 
union, and the Commissioners have no reason to think that any exertion of the 
guardians would enable them to provide funds from the rates to carry the pro- 
posed plan of emigration into effect. 

The Commissioner are desirous, under these circumstances, to recommend 
the application of the Board of Guardians of Kenmare Union for a grant of' 
2,000 1. from the rate-in-aid for the purpose of emigration to the favourable 
consideration of their Lordships. 



— No. 169.— 

Treasury Minute ; dated 17th December 1850. 

No 169. Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, that before my “Lords come to a 

decision on tbe subject of the grant of 2,000 /., recommended by them to be 
made to the Kenmare Union for the purpose of emigration, they request to be 
furnished -with information on the following points : — ^ 

1. Whether an order has been issued for striking a new rate-in-aid. 

2. What is the estimated surplus of the previous rate-in-aid, and of the one 
now ordered, or about to be ordered to be struck, after providing for the repay- 
ment of the Government advances, and for all other expected demands except 
emigration. 

3. Under what regulations it is proposed that the grant to the Kenmare- 
Union (supposing it to be acceded to) should be applied in aid of emigration. 
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— No. 170. — 

Kenmare Umon. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
3 1 St December 1850. 

In reply to your letter of the 20th instant^ relating to the proposed grant of 
2j000 1. from the rate-in-aid to the guardians of Kenmare Union for the pur- 
pose of emigi’ation, I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the 
Laws for ReUef of the Poor in Ireland to furnish, for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the following answers to the 
several inquiries contained in your letter : — 

1. In reply to your inquiry whether any order has been issued for striking a 
new rate-in-aid, I am to state that such an order was issued on the 23d instant, 
declaring it to be necessary to raise the sum of 99,3621. 3s. 3d., being the 
amount leviable by a rate of 2 d. in the pound on the property rateable for the 
relief of the poor in Ireland. 

2. With regard to the estimated surplusof the previous rate-in-aid and the rate- 
in-aid raised by the order of the 23d instant, “ after providing for the repayment 
of the Government advances, and for all other expected demands, except emigra- 
tion,” I am directed to state, that the entire surplus of the fund derivable from 
the above sources, after meeting the demand of the Treasury on that fund, is 
102,7321., over and above a sum of 9,5851. already appropriated to provide 
additional workhouse accommodation, bedding, and clothing for certain unions, 
but not yet issued from the Bank of Ireland, where it still lies to the credit of 
the Commissioners. 

It is difficult for the Commissioners to anticipate with precision the manner 
in which they may be called on to recommend the residue of this fund to be 
applied, but they are prepared to explain to their Lordships the nature of the 
necessity which they have considered to exist for raising an additional rate-in- 
aid of 2d. in the pound at this period of the year 1850. 

Although there are now very few unions in which some of the electoral 
divisions will not be able to meet their probable requirements for the future by 
means of their own poor mtes, and without again receiving external assistance 
from any source, there are, on the other hand, many unions comprising one or 
more electoral ffivisious, which, from the peculiai- circumstances of the locality, 
have not been enabled to raise rates equivalent to the extent of their existing 
iabilities and the amount of their current expenditure. 

Tlie guardians of the unions in which such electoral divisions are situate have 
generally of their own accord, and in a few cases at the urgent instance of the 
Commissioners, made rates on these electoral divisions to the fullest extent to 
which it was reasonable to expect the rates so made could be collected ; but on 
a comparison of the rates so made with the existing liabilities and current 
requirements of such divisions, it is manifest that a present necessity exists for 
providing a fund to assist in relieving the destitute poor now belonging to and 
chargeable on such distressed electoral divisions. 

The amount appropriated in aid of distressed unions and electoral divisions 
during the last season was 76,000/., but it must be borue in mind that there 
was a concurrent expenditure of not less than 300,000/. in liquidation of debts, 
and in many cases of all debts, incurred before the change of the boundaries, 
and in a few cases of debts incurred to the 17th May, the date of the Act 
which authorised those advances. This process relieved very materially the 
pressure on the Rate-in- Aid Fund during that period. ' Such, however, is the 
improvement in the financial prospects of most of the unions that the Commis- 
sioners indulge a hope that they have, by a further rate of 2d. in the pound 
provided a sufficient fund to meet the existing necessities of distressed electors, 
divisions in Ireland, and their anxious desire is so to apply that fund, under 
their Lordships’ sanction, as to prevent if possible any future necessity for 
assistance on the part of such electoral divisions. In a number of unions, 
situated in the western parts of Connaught and Munster, and comprising elec- 
toral divisions which it is necessary to assist, there are at present in the work- 
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houses above 5,000 able-bodied niales'and 10,000 able-bodied females, fox'ming, 
together with the families of such inmates of this class as have children with 
them in the workhouses, a body of more than 20,000 persons to which the pro- 
vision made by the Rate-in-Aid Act for assisting emigration from distressed 
unions appears to be applicable. 

The Commissioners apprehend, however, that if emigration from the work- 
houses were made generally applicable to these classes, the cei'tain result would 
be a lai’ge influx of persons into the workhouses, who would seek admission there 
for the purpose of sharing in the benefit of emigration at the expense of this 
fund, and they therefore propose to restrict the application of any sums which 
their Lordships may sanction from time to time for this purpose to such persons 
as have already been inmates of the workhouses for a definite period. 

By recent returns from not more than 20 of the unions above referred to, it 
appears that there are about 1,500 males and 2,800 females between the ages of 
15 and 40 who have been inmates of the workhouse for at least one year, and who, 
together with the children of such of them as have children with them in the 
workhouses, amount to a body of about 6,000 persons, who might be assisted 
to emigrate witlx much advantage to the unions and electoral divisions to which 
they respectively belong. 

The application of money to the aid of such distressed unions and divisions 
in the way proposed would have the twofold effect of making a complete and fina l 
provision for a class of destitute poor, who otherwise appear likely to burthen 
the poor rates for an indefinite period, and of supplying at the same time 
a large extent of workhouse accommodation, which otherwise it may be found 
necessary to provide by additional expenditure from the poor rates. 

Estimating the cost of emigration at 6/. IOj. per head, the Commissioners 
ai'e of opinion that a sum of about 40,0007. might be at once applied in aid of 
emigration from distressed unions and electoral divisions with the utmost benefit 
to the destitute poor and to the ratepayers thereof, and with the best results in 
regard to the future solvency of such unions and electoral divisions. 

The Commissioners are, however, by no means prepared to say that so large 
a sum as that above stated will he found available for the purposes of emigration 
after the more pressing and immediate wants of the distressed unions and elec- 
toral divisons in Ireland have been provided for fi'om the fund which has been 
raised, and which amounts in the whole to little more than 100,000/. 

3. In reply to your inquiry as to the regulations under which the sum of 
2,000 L applied for to assist emigration from the Kenniare Union is intended to 
be applied, I am to state that the following are the only conditions which have 
yet occurred to the Commissioners as those which it would be desirable to 
insist upon in the case of Kenmare Union and other similar cases. 

1 . That the persons selected for emigration shall have been inmates of 
the workhouse for a certain period previous to the time of selection, say 
in the case of Kenmare Union for one year. This condition would in 
that union admit at the present time a total of 380 persons, including 
children, from whom it would be necessary to select such a number as 
might be assisted to emigrate by the proposed grant of 2,000 Z. 

2. That the above rule be dispensed with only in favour of individuals 
who may be members of a family falling within the rule, but who are 
either not inmates of the workhouse, or have not been so for the required' 
period. 

3. That the persons selected be of good health, and of such physical 
ability as to afford a reasonable prospect of their being able to maintain 
themselves and those dependent on them by labour in the countries to 
which they are about to emigrate. 

4. That in addition to the necessary outfit and the cost of the voyage 
outwards, a sum not exceeding 1 1. for each member of the family be pro- 
vided for their use on lauding in the country to which they ai-e to 
emigrate. 
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— No. 171. — 

Treasury Mixute; dated 21st January 1851. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners in Ireland that my Lords are pleased 
to sanction the grant of 2,000 1. from the Rate-in- Aid Fund to the guardians 
of the Kenmare Union for the purpose of aiding the emigration of such persons 
from that union as would in all probability be a burthen upon them during the 
ensuing year, and subject to the conditions recommended by them, and such 
other regulations as they may consider desirable for the proper application and 
the economical administration of this fund. My Lords are inclined to think, 
although they will not insist upon it as a necessary condition, that the sums to 
be applied from the rate-in-aid for tliis purpose should only be given in aid of 
funds provided from other sources. 

My Lords will be prepared to consider applications for further grants for the 
same object to distressed unions to which this description of relief is applicable 
as the cases may arise ; but they must remind the Commissioners of the danger 
of interfering with the provision which must he I'eserved from the Rate-in-Aid 
Fund for meeting the more pressing and immediate wants of the distressed 
unions and electoral divisions. 

My Lords deem it right, while thus giving their assent to the application of 
a portion of the Rate-in-Aid Fund to the purpose of emigration, strongly to 
call the attention of the Poor Law Commissioners to the fact that the entire 
sura remaining available for affording any further assistance to distressed unions 
and electoral divisions barely exceeds 100,000/.; and that the Commissioners 
must be responsible, in recommending any grants for the promotion of emigra- 
tion, that they are kept within such limits as will leave an adequate amount from 
the Rate-in-Aid Fund for the main and principal object for which it was in- 
tended by the Legislature, namely, the relief of the suffering poor in the western 
districts of Ireland. 



— No. 172.— 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Treveli/oji ; dated 
20th March 1851. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that an emi^ation agent is now engaged, 
under the instructions of the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, in 
selecting suitable persons from among the female inmates of the Irish work- 
houses for emigration to Van Diemen’s Land, and at the suggestion of the 
Commissioners he is at present limiting the selection to the inmates of the 
workhouses of the unions in the County Clare, viz., Ennistymon, Kilrush, 
Scariff, Ennis, Ballyvaghan, Corrofin, Killadysert, and Tulla. 

It is intended to grant a free passage to the persons who may be selected, on 
the condition that the cost of their conveyance to the port of embarkation is 
paid for them, and that they are provided with a proper outfit. This expense, 
however, which will amount to rather more than 5 /. per head, the Commis- 
sioners fear that none of the unions in the county Clare will be able to defray 
from the poor rates, and the Commissioners think that a portion of the Rate- 
in-Aid Fund might be applied with much advantage to assist the unions referred 
to in complying with the conditions on which the benefit of the proposed emi- 
gration is offered to them, thereby relieving the unions from the burthen of the 
support of the parties chosen, and placing at the disposal of the respective 
Boards of Guai’dians an amount of workhouse room equal to the number of 
persons sent out; and as in several of the unions in question the workhouses 
are quite full, and in all of them workhouse accommodation is urgently required, 
this is a matter of considerable importance. 

The number of persons to he selected from the workhouses of the eight 
unions above named will be somewhat more than 200 ; and the Commissioners 
estimate that a sum of about 1,100 1. will be required for the purpose of enabling 
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the unions to comply with the requirements of the Emigration Commissioners, 
that a proper outfit shall be provided, and the cost of conveyance to the port 
of embarkation paid ; and the Commissioners recommend, therefore, that a sum 
of IjlOOh be placed at their disposal out of the Rate-in- Aid Fund, to be applied 
in the proportion of the number of persons selected from each union towards 
the necessary expenditure to be incurred in providing for the contemplated 
emigration. 



— No. 173. ■ 



Treasury Minute; dated 2 1st March 1851. 

Write to the Commissioners that the Paymaster of Civil Services has been 
authorised to pay to them the sum of 1,100 1. from the Rate-in-Aid Fund, for 
the purpose of meeting the expense of conveying to the port of embarkation, 
and providing with a proper outfit, female inmates of the Irish workhouses 
about to proceed to Van Diemen’s Land, from the eight unions in the County 
of Clare mentioned in their letter. 



~ No. 174. — 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan-, dated 
14th June 1851. 

Adverting to your letter of March last (received on 26th March), intimat- 
ing that the Paymaster of Civil Services had been authorised to place at the 
disposal of the (!)ommissioners the sum of 1 , 1 00 L from the Rate-in-Aid Fund 
towards defraying the expense of providing a proper outfit and conveyance to 
the port of embarkation for young women proposed to be sent out as emigrants 
to V an Diemen’s Land from the workhouses of eight unions in the county of 
Clai'e, named in the Commissioners’ letter to you of 20th March, I am directed 
by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland to state that one ship has been dispatched from Plymouth with 
emigrants of this class from some of those unions, as follows, namely, 



Ennis - - 


- 55 Emigrants 


Ennistymon 


- 50 „ 


Kilrush - - 


- 45 „ 


Ballyvaghan 


- 2 „ 




152 



At the date of the Commissioners’ letter to you of 20th March they had not 
received from tlie officer appointed by the Emigration Commissioners to select 
the emigrants his report of the entire number of persons approved and selected 
by him for such emigration ; and on receipt of that report it appeared that the 
total number selected in the unions in question amounted to 272, selections in 
addition to those in the unions above named having been made in the other 
unions as follow, namely, 



Scariff - - 


- 40 


Tulla - - - 


- 30 


Killadysert - 


- 30 


Corrofin - - 


- 20 




120 



These parties are to leave the respective unions and proceed to Van Diemen’s 
Land by an emigrant ship which is to sail from Plymouth on or about the 7th 
proximo. 

In their letter of 20th March the Commissioners anticipated that the expense 

of 
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of outfit and conveyance to Plymouth would amount to rather more than 5 1 
per_ head. It has been found from the actual expenses incurred and those rel 
maimng to be paid, that the average cost -will be from 6/. 35 yd to 6/ 45 
per head. Of the sum of 1,100 1. authorised to he applied to this purndse a 
portion has been paid for seven of the above unions ; in each of them except 
one, a balance of the expenses incurred remains to be paid, and in one’no part 
of tim expense has yet been paid. The sum ah-eady authorised being found 
insufficient to provide for the payment of the whole expense, a further sum. of 
600 <.. will be Inquired for the purpose; and the Commissioners request that 
you will be good enough to move their Lordships to authorise the Paymaster of 
Cim Services to issue to the Commissioners this further sum out of the Rate- 
in-Aid Fund, to be applied to the purpose stated in the eight unions named. 



— No. 175.— 

Treasury Minute ; dated l/th June 1851. 

Write to the Commissioners, that under the circumstances stated bv them 
my Ixirds have authorised the Paymaster of Civil Services to pay to them the 
further sum of 600 I from the Rate-in-Aid Fund, to be applied towards defray- 
ing the expense of a proper outfit and conveyance to the place of embarkation 
for young women sent out to Van Diemen’s Land from eight unions in the 
county oi Clare. 



— No. 1/6. — 

Dingle Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
12th April 1851. 

I AM du-ected by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor m Ireland to transmit to you, to be laid before the Lords Commissioners 
ol Her Majesty s Treasury, the accompanying extract from minutes of 
proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Diugle Union, on the 29th ultimo in 
which the guardians set forth the embaiTassed condition of the finances of the 
union, and request external assistance, either by means of Government 
emigration or Government grants. 

The Board of Guardians have, as their Lordships are aware, made great 
exertions to carry on the administration of relief by means of the ordinary 
resources of the union, rates having been made during the year 1850, varying 
in amount from 5 5 . to 9 5. 4 d. in the pound, and the amount actually collected 
in that year being equal to 3 J in the pound on the average of the entire 
union ; a further rate, vai-ying_from 2 5 . to 5 5 . in the pound, has just been put 
into collection, but this rate will not realize a sum nearly sufficient to dischar°'e 
the outstanding liabilities, and carry on the affairs of tlie union to the close of 
the current half year, and it would be impossible therefore for the guardians to 
apply any part of the rate towai'ds defraying the expenses of pauper emigration. 

The Commissioners, however, are fully convinced of the great advantao-e 
which may be expected to result from affording assistance to the union for the 
purpose of providing for the emigration of a number of the pauper inmates of 
the workhouse, not only in regard to the future expenditure of the union, but 
also in reference to the present administration of relief, the pressure for admission 
to the workhouse being very gi*eat, and the guardians being much embarrassed 
in consequence, as the present number of workhouse inmates considerably 
exceeds the number which the several buildings are calculated to contain. 

Under these circumstances, the Commissioners respectfully recommend their 
Lordships to place the sum of 2,000 1. out of the Rate-in-Aid Fund at the 
Z disposal 
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disposal of the Commissionei-s, to be applied in defraying the expense of the 
emigration ot pauper inmates of the Dingle workhouse, in the same way, and 
subject to similar regulations as those adopted in regard to the emigration from 
Kenmare Union, for which their Lordships granted a sum of 2,000 1. from the 
Rate-in-Aid Fund. 



Enclosure in No. 1/6. 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes; dated 29th March 1851. 



The finance committee having assembled this day in pursuance to requisition, by circular, 
to the guardians, to take into consideration the present and future prospects of this union, 
find the affairs to be in Ihe following alamiiug manner, viz. : 



Debts due on the 25th March 1661 - 



£. 

3,800 



d. 



Expenses likely to be incurred for the ensuing six months, from 
25 March, nt ihe lowest estimation, viz. : 

In maintenance and clothing - - £. 6,000 - - 

Establishment charges, &c. Scc. - - 1,135 - - 

7,135 - - 



£, I 10,935 - - 



Out of which, after deducting the amount of rate to he collected (3,600 ?.). aa at present 
in collector’s hooks, we will be in debt ou the 29th September ne.vtto theamoimi of 7,335/.; 
so that in estimation of a rate to be struck at that period, vve should take into account, 
together with the above 7,335/., an estimate for 1 lie following s_ix mouths, ainminting to 
about 7,200 leaving the amount to be provided for outlie 29th September no less Uiaii the 
larcre sum of 14,535 L, which would require an union rate of 1 3 s. 4 i in t.ie pound, and 
winch, if proportioned to liability of each electoral division, would in some exceed the 
valuation. 

Under these painful circumstances, and without any, even remote prospect ot an unprove- 
metit in our condition, we must of necessity look to something beyond out ov^ resources 
for relief, v hich can be only afforded to us either by Government emigration or Government 
grants ; at all events, we ftel vve have discharged our duty by iayitig this statement before 
the Poor Law Commissioners, and now respectfully await their advice and assistance. 



— No. 177. — 

Treasury Minute; dated IStli April 1851, 

Write to the Commissioners that the Paymaster of Civil Services has been 
directed to pay to them the sum of 2,000 1. from the Rate-in-Aid Fund, to be 
applied in defraying the expense of the emigration of pauper inmates of the 
Dingle workhouse, in the same way, and subject to similar regulations as those 
adopted in regard to the emigration from Kenmare Union. 



— No. 178. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. £. Trevelyan ; dated 
20th May 1851. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to request that you will be so good as to bring under the 
consideration of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury the cases 
of the unions of Cahivciveen, in the county of Kerry ; Clifden, in the county of 
Galway ; and Ennistymon, Kilrush, and Scariff, in the county of Clare, and move 
their Lordships to grant assistance to each of those unions out of the Rate-in- 
Aid Fund, as has already been done in the unions of Kenmare and Dingle, for 
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the purpose of emigrating a number of the workhouse inmates, and thus nor 
only relieving the present pressure for workhouse relief, which in those iiniorw 
IS very severe but permanently diminishing the future expenditure, by reducin' 
the number of persons hkely to continue chargeable to the union if not enabled 
to emigriite, as now proposed. 

The financial state of these unions has already been placed before their Lord 
ships in reference to previous recommendations which the Commissioners have 
made for assistance to them from the Rate-in-Aid Fund ; and the following 
statement of the i-ates made and collected since the commencement of the year 
1850, will show that the resources of the respective unions have been made 
available to the utmost possible extent to provide for the support of the destitute 
poor, while, from the amount of the rate at present in collection, and from the 
estimated requirements tor the ouiTeut half year, it appears dear, that uotwith- 

granted, none of these unions 
wiR be able to do more than to provide for their ordinary weekly expenditure 
out of the poor rates, and they may not, in every case, be enabled quite to 
accomplish even that. ^ 



NAME 

of 

UNION. 


Poundage of Bates 
j made since 

1 January 18^. 


Poundage of Bate 
Collected 

on the entire Union 
since tliat Date. 


Poundage of Bate 
at present 
in Coilectipn. 


Poundage Excess 
of estimated 
fiequiremeots, to 
29 September 1851, 
above tbe 

Amount of the Hates 
now in Collection. 






». d. 




s. d. 


Cahircivoeu - 


- - From 4 s. Qd. 
to 7s. ed. 


6 6 


1 s. to 4 s. • 


5 - 


Clifden - 


Us. - 


6 e 


5 s. - 


5 6 


Ennistymon - 


- From 4 s. 10 d. 
tolls. 3 rf. 


5 7 


3 s. 4 (2. to 6s. 3<f. 


6 - 


Kilrush - - - 


- From 5 s. 10 d, 
to 11s. 2 rf. 


7 lOi . 


3 S. 4 <f. to 4 s. 8 d. 


3 - 


Soariff . , . 


- - From 7 s. to 
16s. 0rf. 


7 S 


1 s. 4 c/. to 5 s. - 


• 3 C 



The state of the workhouses of these unions renders it a matter of gi-eat and 
urgent importance that assistance should be given in the way now recommended 
inasmuch as it will not only relieve the unions from the future support of the 
persons who may be sent out, but will also, by placing the workhouse room at the 
disposal of the guardians, enable them more satisfactorily to meet the pressure 
which at present exists, and more effectually to provide for the wants of the 
really destitute. 

In each of the unions referred to very extensive additions have recently been 
made to the workhouse accommodation, but notwithstanding such additions the 
accommodation does not appear to be sufficient to provide for the relief of ail 
the destitute poor. This will be seen from the following Statement : 



NAME OF UNION. 


Amount of .Aceoinmodation 
on 10 May 1851. 


Number of Workhouse 
Inmates on 
10 May 1851. 


Number on Out-door 
Belief on 
10 May 1651. 


Cahirciveen ... - 


- 3,682 - 


3,035 




Clifden - 


- 2,890 - 


3,138 


11 


Ksnistymon - - - - 


- 4,335 - 


- 4,094 


2,667 


Kilrush ----- 


- 5,243 - 


5,039 


• 3,746 


Scariff - - - 


• Abou 1 3,600, including 
some recently erected 
sheds, which are occu- 
pied, hot the exact capa- 
city of which has not yet 
been ascertained. 


■ • 4,087 
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Although in the Cahirciveen Union there is apparently a considerable excess 
of workhouse accommodation beyond the number of inmates, the Commissioners 
are informed that some of the premises now in occupation, consisting of 18 
small bouses, many of them of very limited dimensions, are extremely unsuitable, 
and it would be most desirable to enable the guardians to discontinue the use of 
some of them. 

Under the circumstances above detailed, the Commissioners suggest that a 
sum of 2,000 1. from the Rate-in- Aid Fund should be granted to each of the 
five unions of Cahirciveen, Clifden, Ennistymon, Kilrush, and Scariff, for the 
purpose of defi’aying the expense of emigrating a number of suitable workhouse 
inmates, in the same manner, and subject to the same regulations as already 
sanctioned by their Lordships in the unions of Kenmare and Dingle, and the 
Commissioners respectfully recommend the present application to the favour- 
able consideration of their Lordships. 



— No. 179 . — 

Treasury Minute ; dated 23d May 1851. 

Write to the Commissioners, that under the circumstances stated in their 
letter my Lords have been pleased to authorise the grant of 2,000 1. from the 
Rate-in-Aid Fund to each of the five unions of Cahirciveen, Clifden, Ennistymon, 
Kilrush, and Scariff, for the purpose of defraying the expense of the emigration 
of a number of suitable workhouse inmates, in the same manner, and subject to 
tbe same regulations as already sanctioned by their Lordships in the unions of 
Kenmare and Dingle ; and directions have been given to the Paymaster of Civil 
Services to hold a sum of 10,000/. at the disposal of the Commissioners 
accordingly. 



— No. 180.— 

Westport Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. 2'revdyan ; dated 
31st July 1851. 

I have the honour, by direction of the Commissioners for Administering the 
Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of the me- 
morial from the Board of Guardians of Westport Union, dated the 17th instant, 
referred to the Commissioners on the22dinstant, applying for a grant of 3,000/. 
from the Rate-in-Aid Fund for the purposes of emigration. 

It is represented in the memorial, that the pressure of destitute poor persons 
in the Westport Union has been such that the Board of Guardians have 
occupied buildings as workhouses capable of accommodating upwards of 4,000 
persons, and that about the date of the memorial there were upwards of 3,800 
persons in the workhouses, and the guardians apprehend that nearly 1,000 
persons are likely to remain in the workhouse. 

Under these circumstances, and having regard to the rates which they estimate 
will hereafter be required in the union, the guardians apply for a grant of 
3,000 /., with a view to assist 500 persons, inmates of the workhouse, to emi- 
grate. 

The Commissioners find that since May 1849, various sums, amounting to 
24,980/., have been granted to the Westport Union, 22,410/. being for the 
purpose of providing for the maintenance of the workhouse inmates, and 
2,570 1. for providing temporary workhouse accommodation and bedding and 
clothing for applicants for relief ; a sum of 2,000 1. has also been recentiy 
borrowed by tlie Board of Guardians from the Public Works Loan Commis- 
sioners, for the purpose of adding to the permanent workhouse accommodation 
in the union. 

One of the grounds on which the Commissioners have heretofore recom- 
mended to their Lordships’ consideration grante to assist inmates of workhouses 

to 
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to emigrate, has been the expediency of obtaining further workhouse accommo- 
dation. It appears, however,, from the above statement, that this ground does 
not now exist in the Westport Union in such a degree as to justify the Com- 
missioners in recommencling the application of a large sum from the rate-m- 
aid for emigration ; and the Commissioners entertain a sanguine hope that 
some of the auxiliary workhouses now in occupation of the guardians at 
considerable expense, may be soon given up without creating any necessity for 
the resumption of out-door relief. 



There is no doubt this desirable object would be materially promoted by 
emigrating some of the present inmates, but considering the extent of the funds 
now available, the Commissioners think this object is not now one of pressing 
urgency in the case of Westport Union. 



The memorial of the Board of Guardians is returned herewith. 



Enclosure in No. 180. 

Westport Union. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Guardians of the Poor ofthe Westport Union, 

Humbly showeth, 

That your memorialists have had charge of this union since the month of November find, in No. i8o. 
1840, when the authority of the late vice-guardiana terminated, a period of great privation 
and distress. 

That so great was the pressure in 1850 that seven auxiliary workhouses had to be rented 
by your memorialists, the number under roof, including the main workhouse, having been 
at one lime 4,850. 

That your memorialists entertained the hope that a considerable reduction would take 
place iu the number receiving relief this year, but there is at present in the house and eight 
auxiliaries 3,880 paupers, which, allowing for the number taken to Newport Union Work- 
house, by the separation of that union from Westport, leaves the pressure as severe in this 
year as it had been in the last. 

That your memorialists are clearly of opinion that the property of this union could not 
support the paupers of it, and this is evident by the estimate just made for the purpose of 
striking a new rate. 

That it appears by this estimate that of the 20 electoral divisions wliich comprise tlie 
union, the following pound^e rate would be required to discharge the present liabilities of 
the union and to raise a sufficient sura to support the inmates or the bouse and pay esta- 
blishment charges for one year ending 29th September 1852, namely : 



In 1 


Electoral Division - - - 


2 s. 8 d. ii 


a the pound. 


In 4 


- ditto - - - - 


over 7s. and under 8r. in 


the pound. 


In 6 


- ditto - - - - 


over 8 s. , 


, 13 s. 


- ditto. 


In 3 


- ditto - - - - 


over 13 4. „ 


20 s. 


- ditto. 


In 3 


ditto - - - - 


over 20 s. „ 


22 s. 


- ditto. 


In 2 


- ditto - - - - 


over 22 a. , 


, 38 s, 


- ditto, 


In 1 


- ditto - - - - 


at 40s. in the pound. 





Your memorialists submit from this statement, that not alone would it be impossible by 
the striking of rates to carry out the objects of the law, but they feel that should the 
number of paupers be not diminished by emigration, their exertions to meet the difficulties 
of the unfortunate position of the union will be utterly unavailing. 

That bearing in recollection the very liberal aid granted to them from the rate-in-aid, 
your memorialists feel great scruples in applying for more money than is needed for the 
daily wants of the workhouse ; but considering that the workhouse and auxiliaries now 
contain 3,880 paupers, and that the lowest nuniber in the house during the past 12 months 
was 1,280 ; it is clear that there are now in the workhouse nearly 1,000 persons who will 
probably end their existence there. 

0.44. Z 3 That 
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That of these 1,000 a great many, say 750, are young and healtliy men and women, who 
would "ladly emigrate it they liad the means, bui under the circumstances detailed above, 
it would be impossible for your memorialists to raise the necessary means by a rate. 

That a grant of 3,000 would enable your memorialists to provide for the emigration 
of 500 persons, which would probably diminish the yearly expenses of the union by a sum 
of from 2,000 /, to 2,500 /. j and though the remaining necessary outlay will still be much 
larger than the present circimstances of the country will warrant them in believing could 
be raised, yet so great a relief would encourage a perseverance in carrying forward that 
which at present is aho|)etess tajk. 

That your memorialists have heard, and believe it to be true, that advances from the 
rate-in-aid have been made 10 the Clilden and other unions for emigration purposes, and 
they respectfully submit that tiie unfortunate circumstances of this union render an appli- 
cation of a portion of this fund equally necessary here. 

Your memorialists therefore respectfully submit tlieircase for consideration, and trust the 
Poor Law Commissioners may be authorised to make such an arrangement as will effect the 
desired object. 

jAnd your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

Signed, on behalf of the Board of Guardians at Westport, this 17th day of July 1861.- 

Sligo, Chairman. 

(countersigned) John Effan, Clerk of the Unioir. 



— No. 



181. — 



Galway Union. 



The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
1.5th June 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissionei*s for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to forward herewith, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a statement received from the vice- 
guardians of Galway Union relative to a sum of 50 1. transmitted towards the 
expenses of cholera in the union, which sum appears to have been expended, 
leading still a sum of 238 Z. 1 2 J d., due for expenses incurred for cholera 

treatment, of which 102 /. 7 1 1 i rf. appears due for necessaries and medicine, 

87 1. 5 s. for medical attendance, and 48 Z. 8 s. 3 d. for coffins and grave-digging. 

The Commissioners request that their Lordships will be pleased to sanction 
a further grant towards the expenses incurred, as before set out. 



Enclosure in No. 181. 

Galway Union. 

Gentlemen, Galway, 9 June 1849. 

Kr.cl. in Ko. 181. We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo, observing 
ihat you had directed a sum of 60 1 . to be transmitted to us for the purpose of meeting the 
expenses of treatment of cholera. 

We now beg to furnish an account showing the manner in which this sum of 50 Z. has 
been expended, and the amount remaining due to each party. 

We have, See. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, 

Custom House, Dublin. 
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GALWAY UNION. 

STATEMENT of Bills due for Cholera Purposes, and Sums paid on Account, out of £, 50 received 
from the Poor Law Conunisaioners, 36th May 1849. 



Xsmcs of I’aTties to whom 
Bills are due. 


Article Supplied. 


Amount of 
BUI. 


Amouat Paid 
on Account. 


Balance 


due. 






' £. 


«. 


d. 


£. 




d. 


£. 




d. 


James Fynn & Co. 


Coals and candles 


7 


12 


6 








7 


12 


6 


Margaret Small . - . 


Milk 


12 


10 


7i 


9 


Ifl 


2 


3 


- 




William Elwood ... 


Beef, &c. - 


11 


1 


6 








11 


1 


6 


James Forbes ... 


Bread 


19 


11 


- 








19 


11 


- 


John M'Naughton 


Groceries, &c. - 


40 


5 


1 




- 




40 


6 


1 


Patrick Stauntoa 


Medicine - 


20 


17 


0 








20 


17 


S 


Dr. Brown, medical officer 


. 


22 


10 


- 


i - 


- 




22 


10 


- 


Dr. Mahon, medical officer, 
Galway Hospital 




11 


5 


_ 


i 


5 


_ 









Dr. Richardson, medical officer, 
Galway Hospital 




1 

13 


_ 


_ 








13 






Dr. Maunsell, medical officer, 
Spiddal . - - - 




11 


.. 






. 




11 


- 




Dr. Whistler, medical officer, 
Oranmore ... 


. 


23 


15 


_ 


. 






23 


16 


_ 


Dr. Keavin, medical officer, 
Annadown ... 




3 


10 


. 








3 


10 




Dr. Davis, medical officer, 
Oaghterard - - - : 


. 


13 


10 


_ 








13 


10 




Nurses, &c. attending at hos- ! 


. 


15 


9 


.. 


15 


9 


_ 




_ 




Michael Jennings 


Coffins 


13 


9 


10 


13 


0 


10 




— 




William Burke ... 


Ditto 


37 


14 


- 








, 37 


14 


_ 


Martin Burke ... 


Nails 


- 


10 


3 










10 


3 


Martin Brown ... 


Making graves - 


10 


4 


- 








10 


4 


- 




£. 


288 


1 


H 


1 50 


- 


- 


333 

1 


1 


n 



1° 



— No. 182. — 

Westport Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
I6th June 1849. 



I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to forward herewith, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty Treasury, a copy of a report of Captain Prim- 
rose, temporary inspector at Westport, of the I4th instant, relative to the 
expenses incurred for cholera treatment, and the Commissioners i-equest that 
their Lordships will be pleased to sanction a furtlier grant for the jiurposes of 
liquidating those expenses. 

The sum already sent by the Commissioners to the Westport Union was 
50?., and it appears that the expenses of treatment and precautionary measures 
amounted to 204?. 18^. 7d., leaving 154/. 18^. 7 d. unhquidated. 



No. 182 . 



C.44. 



Enclosure 
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Enclosure in No. 182. 

Westport Union. 

Gentlemen, Westport, 13 June 1849. 

End. in No. i8s. In compliance with the request contained in your letter of the 26tli May 1849, 
No. 33,133/40, I beg herewith to forward an account of the manner in which the sum of 
60Z. has been expended which was transmitted to me for the purpose of meeting any 
expenses of cholera that might be considered absolutely necessary. 

The expenses which were necessarily incurred by the vice-guardians in fitting up a tem- 
porary hospital for the tieatment of patients and providing medical attendance have been 
somewhat heavy, although not exceeding the demands on the occasion. The former 
amounted to 204/. 18«. 7</., which sum included the amounts due for repairs and altera- 
tions to the house, furniture, bedding, and a supply of medicines. The salaries of the 
medical officers, &c. would at the present time more than consume the amount of 50 /. 
transmitted to me. 

This amount I handed over to the vice-guardians, by whom the payments were made. 
Some of the small bills have been cleared on altogether, and the balance was divided amongst 
some of the other claimants. £. 10. were given to one of the medical gentlemen sent from 
Dublin, on account of his salary. 

Much good has been effected by the steps the vice-guardians have taken, and I have 
no hesitation in saying that many lives have been saved by the judicious arrangements 
tiiey have made with respect to the sanitary condition of this union. Should any other 
funds be placed at your disposal, I trust this union will come under your favourable con- 
sideration, as 1 believe I need not state how deficient in funds the vice-guardians are to 
meet the numerous demands upon them. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) James M. Primrose, 

See. Sec. &c. Captain 43d Light Infantry, 

Dublin. Temporary Poor Law Inspector. 



Westport Union. 



Payments which have been made on account of Expenses incurred for Treatment 
of Cholera. 



Dr. Halahan, on account, for salary as medical officer 
Appointed 4th May 1840, at 21s. per diem. 

Neal Stephens, on account, for salary as porter 

Appointed 5th May 1849, at 15 s. per week. 

Nurses, on account, for salary - - - _ - 

John Milling, bedding ------ 

John May, flanuel ------- 

Connel M’Donnell, buckets ------ 

Edward Kelly, repairs, on account - - . _ 



£. s. 
10 - 



1 11 
17 10 

1 17 

2 7 
14 8 



d.. 



G 

6 

4 

8 



Jo?<n Egan, Clerk of Union. 



— No. 183. — 

Treasury Minute; dated 19th June 1849. 

Ke. 183. Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, that my Lords have had before 
them their letters dated the 16th and 16th instant, .on the subject of expenses 
incurred in the Galway and. Westport Unions for the ti’eatment of cholera 
patients. 

My Lords desired by the letter from this Board, dated 14th April last, that 
when the Commissioners should he satisfied that a case had occuiTcd in any 
of the distressed unions to which advances were being made indispensably 

requiring 
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requiring that a certain portion of those advances should be applied to the 
object of defraying the expense of treatment of cholera patients, tlie Commis- 
sioners should name a fixed sum to be appropriated to that object, and instruct 
the vice-guardians and inspector of the union to expend only such sum as 
might be absolutely necessary within that limit. 

It appears from the correspondence now before the Board, that the Poor 
I^w Commissioners appropriated the sum of 50 to this object in each of the 
unions of Galway and 'Westport, but that the sum actually expended in the 
Galway Union was 288 1., and in the Westport Union 204 /. ; and the Com- 
missioners request that further grants may be sanctioned equal to the difference 
in each case. 

Neither the letters of the vice-guardians nor the report of the Poor Law- 
Commissioners furnish any detailed information which would enable my Lords 
to judge whether the teraporaiy inspectors and vice-guardians were justified in 
incuj’ring an expenditure so much in excess of the sums authorised, or whether 
the charges are reasonable, and ought all of them to be allowed in full. The 
Poor Law Commissioners have transmitted the demand witliout any such in- 
formation, and without even expressing any opinion upon this subject, and 
my Lords must therefore request them to supply this deficiency, by stating what 
the circumstances were under which the extra expenditure was incurred, what 
number of persons received medical treatment for cholera, and such other par- 
ticulars as may be required to enable their Lordships to come to a just con- 
clusion on the subject. The Commissioners are also requested to state their 
own opinion as to the propriety and reasonableness of the charges. 

The same course should be adopted on future similar occasions, as it is not 
right that their Lordships’ Board should be called upon to sanction the dis- 
bursement of public money without their being furnished with the means of 
judging whether the expenditure is correct, or being assisted with the opinion 
of the responsible heads of the department immediately concerned. 



— No. 184.— 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevehjan ; dated 
4th July 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissionera for Administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th 
ultimo, in reference to the Commissioners’ letters of the loth and 16th ultimo, 
on the subject of expenses incurred in the Galway and Westport Unions for the 
treatment of cholera patients, in which you refer to the directions of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, conveyed by your letter of the 14th 
April last, to the effect that when the Commissioners should be satisfied that a 
case had occurred in any of the distressed unions to which advances are being 
made, indispensably requiring that a certain portion of those advances should be 
applied to the object of defraying the expense of treatment of cholera patients, 
the Commissioners should name a fixed sum to be appropriated to that object, 
and instruct the vice-guardians and inspector of the union to expend only such 
sum as might be absolutely necessary within that limit ; and you state that, in 
the cases in question, neither the letters of the vice-guardians nor the Com- 
missioners’ reports furnish any detailed information which would enable their 
Lordships to judge whether the temporary inspectors and vice-guardians were 
justified in incurring an expenditure so much in excess of the sums authorised 
by the Commissioners, or whether the charges are reasonable, and all of them 
to be allowed in full; that the Commissioners have transmitted the demand 
without expressing an opinion upon this subject, and that their Lordships 
therefore request the Commissioners to supply this deficiency, by stating what 
the circumstances were under which the extra expenditure was incurred, what 
number of persons received medical treatment for cholera, and such other 
particulars as maybe required to enable their Lordships to come to a just 
conclusion on the subject, and to state their opinion as to the propriety and 
reasonableness of the charges. 



No. 184. 
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In reference tliereto, the Commissioners beg to remark that they understood 
their Lordships' directions, according to the terms of your letter of the 14th 
April last, to apply to the expenditure, by the vice-guardians of distressed 
unions, of the monies weekly issued to them for the relief of destitution, but 
they did not suppose that it was their Lordships’ intention that the instructions 
so to be issued to the inspectors and vice-guardians should prevent them from 
taking such measures and incurring such liabilities as might be indispensably 
necessary for providing lor the treatment of cholera patients, in accordanoe 
with the tenth section of the 12 Viet. c. 123, and the directions and regulations 
of the Central Board of Health issued in pursuance of that Act. 

In accordance with this view of the meaning of their Lordships’ instructions, 
and the legal obligations of the vice-guardians, the Commissioners appropriated, 
on the 26tli May last, for the expenses of cholera treatment, the following 
sums : — 

£. 100 to Clifden Union. 

50 to Ballinrobe Union. 

50 to Castlebar Union. 

50 to Westport Union. 

60 to Galway Union. 

100 to Skibbereen Union. 

accompanied by letters, of which copies are annexed, in which it appeared to 
the Commissioners that their Lordships’ instructiops were fully carried out ; 
and, in pursuance of those instructions, they reported the circumstances to their 
Lordships in their letter of the 26th May last. 

In addition to the above-mentioned sums, the Commissioners have, from time 
to time, appropriated for cholera pui’poses the following sums out of the monies 
advanced weekly by their Lordships for the current expenses of relief of 



destitution : — 










£. 


To Castlebar Union 


- 


- 




- 


50 


Clifden Union - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


100 


Scariff Union - 


- 


- 


- 


- ■ 


60 


Westport Union 


- 


- 


- 


- 


60 


Galway Union - 








£. 


23 
1 283 



Out of the sum of 1,280 1 , which was appropriated to Castlebar Union out 
of the fund placed at the Commissioners’ disposal towards the previous defi- 
ciency in the advances to that union, as stated in their letter of the 1 1th ultimo, 
the sum of 280 1 . was authorised to be applied to meet the expenditure for 
treatment of cholera patients in that union. Captain Farren, the temporaiy 
inspector, having reported that that expenditure had been unavoidably incurred 
from the 23d April to the 9th ultimo, in excess of the remittances weekly made 
to the union. 

In each of these cases such advances were accompanied by instructions to 
the same effect as those contained in the Commissioners’ letters of the 26th May 
last, herewith enclosed. The Commissioners have not yet received the detailed 
statements required of the expenditure of the above-mentioned sums, with the 
exception of Galway and Westport Unions, but they will report the particulars 
to their Lordships as soon as these statements are ^rnished to them. 

The Commissioners did not, however, at any period fix any limit to the ex- 
penditure which the vice-guardians should incur to meet the contingency of 
the further extension of cholera in those unions. 

It will be obvious to their Lordships that from the extreme rapidity which 
marks the progress of that disease, and the irregular and unexpected manner 
in which it makes its appearance, the Commissioners could have no alternative 
between the course which they adopted of relying on the discretion of their 
officers, the inspectors and vice-guardians of the distressed unions, to meet 
cases of sudden emergency by such measures as local circumstances should 
require and permit, or that of imposing such restrictions as should render the 
provisions of the above-mentioned Act, and the directions and regulations of 
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tLe Board of Health practically unarailiug for the relief of districts iu which 
cholera should appear. The latter alternative the Commissioners did not feel 
justified in adopting. Under these circumstances the vice-guardians of Galway 
and Westpoi’t incurred liabilities, amounting to 238 1 2 and 154L 18«. 7t/. 
respectively, over and above the sum of 50 1. which had been issued lo each of 
those unions on the 26th May last. The accounts of the expenditure of those 
sums, together with the accompanying reports, were forwarded to their Lord- 
ships on the 15th and l-6th ultimo, and as the Commissioners had no reason to 
call in question the propriety of that expenditure, and were aware that in the 
present state of the finances of those unions no means exist for meeting the 
liabilities so incurred, they requested their Lordships to sanction a grant of the 
amounts 

In accordance with the instmctions contained in your letter of the 19th 
ultimo, the Commissioners have requested the vice-guardians of Galway and 
Westpoi*t Unions to furnish further detailed statements of the expenditure 
which has been incurred in those unions, and they have the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of the explanatory statement furnished by the vice-guardians 
of Galway Union on the 26th ultimo, with a copy of the account previously 
furnished to their Lordships, accompanying the Commissioners’ letter of the 
15th ultimo. The Commissioners also forward a copy of a report, dated 26th 
ultimo, from Captain Primrose, temporary poor law inspector of Westport 
Union, accompanying a detjuled account of the liabilities incurred in that union 
for cholera treatment up to the 23d ultimo. 

With I’eferenee to the statement furnished by the vice-guardians of Galway 
Union the Commissioners have to observe, that within two months, from the 
1 0th of April to the 9th June last, 504 cholera patients were treated in hospital, 
and 814 appeal' to have received medical treatment in their own houses, at the 
extraordinary low cost of 288 1. Is. 2 J d., being an average of not more than 
4 s. 4:hd. each for 1,3 18 patients. The Commissioners have fui'ther to remark, 
that the sum of 23 1. issued by them to the vice-guardians of Galway Union, as 
hereinbefore stated, was on account of the expenditure incurred during the 
week ending 16th June, and subsequent to date of the account furnished by the 
vice-guardians. 

In the report furnished from Westport Union the number of cases treated in 
Newport electoral division is not included, the return not having been received 
from the medical officer employed in tliat district. 

The returns furnished by Captain Primrose state that 382 cases had been 
under treatment in the remaining districts of that union, and the total liabili- 
ties incurred, up to the 23d ultimo, amount to 3781. 12 s. 5 £?. 

With respect to this expenditure, which appears considerable, the Commis- 
sioners beg to direct their Lordships’ attention to tlie e.xplanation afforded in 
Captain Primrose's report ; and they also desire to remark, that the peculiar con- 
fit^uration of this union, which includes several inhabited islands and extends 
through a considerable tract of mountainous country, appears to have required 
the appointment of a larger number of medical assistants than would have 
been required under ordinary circumstances. 

As the vice-guai'dians of Westport Union hav'e received on account of cholera 
expenditure 100/. (in two sums of 50 /. each), as hereinbefore mentioned, the 
amount now required to meet their liabilities is 278 /. 1 2 j. 5 d. 

Since the dates of the Commissioners’ letters, with reference to Galway and 
Westport Unions, they have received a report from Mr. Horsley, temporary poor 
law inspector of Gort Union, accompanied by an account of expenditure in- 
curred for the treatmeni: of cholera in that union. 

The Commissioners have the honour to transmit a copy of those documents, 
and of the remarks made thereon by Mr. Richard Bourke, the permanent 
inspector of that district. 

The whole expenditure for the treatment of 1,370 patients appears from the 
enclosed account to have amounted to 894 /. 1 1 s., of which 265 /. 9 s. 7 d. was 
defrayed out of the sums weekly advanced for the relief of destitution, leaving 
629 /! 1 5 d. still due to the parties therein named. The 'Commissionei's have 

0,44. A A 2 to 
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Enel’. 1, in No. 184. 
£.£0to Ballinrobe, 
Caillebar, Wesi- 
poTt, and Gahvaj). 
£. 100 to Ciifdeo. 



to observe that no special authority was given by them to the vice-guardians 
to apply any portion of the weekly advances for the relief of cholera patients, 
but as most of the patients treated for cholera appear to have been previously 
in the receipt of relief, the vice-guardians seem to have considered that they 
were at liberty to employ in providing for the relief of the sick the funds which 
would have been applied for the ordinary recipients of relief if they had not 
been attacked by the disease. It appears therefore that the additional cost 
incurred in this union for the treatment of 9 1 0 cholera patients in hospital 
and 460 extern cases did not exceed 629 Z. 5d., or about 9^. 2d. for each 
case, which appears to the Commissioners an exceedingly moderate charge. 

With reference to the suggestion contained in Mr. Horsley’s report, that the 
sum due on this account should be advanced as a loan to the union, the Com- 
missioners find that the amouiJt of debts due by this union on the 1 6th ultimo 
was 12,070^- 

The sum collected during the eight months ending SOth April 1849 was 
10,448 and the expenses of the same period 14,137 

It appears from these facts that with the utmost practicable activity in 
enforcing the payment of rates during the ensuing year, the available funds 
of the union can only with great difficulty be made to cover the existing 
obligations and the future expenditure, and under these circumstances the 
Commissioners feel justified in recommending that their Lordships will be 
pleased to sanction a grant of the sum of 629 1. i^. od. on account of these 
liabilities. 



The total amount of grants which the Commissioners have to recommend 
for the sanction of their Lordships, on account of cholera expenditure, will 
consist of the following items ; 

Galway Union - 
Westport Union . _ - 

Gort Union - 



Which will amount altogether to 





£. 


s. 


d. 


- 


238 


1 


2 h 


- 


278 


12 


5 


- 


629 


1 


5 


£. 


1,145 


15 





The Commissioners therefore request that their Lordships will place funds 
at their disposal for the purpose of defraying the above expenditure, if they 
shall be pleased to accede to the Commissioners’ recommendation. 



Enclosure 1, in No. 184. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. 

Sir, 26 May 1849. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland direct 
me to state that out of a limited sum at their disposiil they liave directed a sum of (ss in 
margin) to be forwarded 10 you, to enable you to supply such funds for the purpose of mcei- 
ing the expenses of treaiment of cholera as may be considered absolutely necessary for the 
purpose. 

The Commissioners request ihat you will furnish at your earliest convenience a strict 
account of the manner in which the money shall have been expended, and it is to be 
distinctly understood that only so much as is absolutely indispensable is to be e.xpended of 
the sum now sent, for the purpose of cholera treatment. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. Stanley, Secretary. 

To the Temporary Poor Law Inspector, Ballinrobe, Castlebar, Clifden, and Westport. 

To the Vice-Guardians, Galway Union. 
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Enclosure 2, in No. 184. 



Skibbereen Union. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 26 May 1849. 

Adverting to a report entered on minutes ofproceeditiga of an extraordinary meeting of End, '* in Ko 184 
tlie Board of Guardians of the Skibbereen Union of the igth instant, to the etfeci that the 
cholera had broken out, and that there was danger of a spread of disease from the want of 
funds to procure proper supplies and treatment, I am directed by the Cooimissioners for 
Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland to stale, that out of a limited 
sum now placed at their disposal, they have this day forwarded to you a sum of 100 1 . to 
enable you to supply to the guardians such funds for tlie purpose of meeting the expenses 
of cholera treatment, as you may consider to be absolutely necessary for the purpose; and 
you will leserve whatever portion of the money advanced as may not be absolutely neces- 
sary to be expended in the manner above specified. 

The Commissioners request that you will furnish at your earliest convenience a strict 
account of the manner in which the money shall have been expended to the extent which 
may be necessary, and you will retain the balance until you receive the Commissioners’ 
directions. 

I have, &c. 

To J. F. Rollesione, Esq. (signed) W. Stanley, Secretary. 

&c. &c. Sec. 

Skibbereen. 



Enclosure 3, in No. 184. 

Galway Union. 

Gentlemen, Galway, 26 June 1849 . 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22d instant, Encl.3 iiiNo 184. 
No. 40 , 826 / 49 , requiring a report as to the circumstances under which the expenses ‘ ‘ * 

connected with the treatment of persons attacked with cholera were incurred. 

We beg to inform you that early in April last the disease broke out in its most malignant 
form, and we found it necessary to provide an hospital in the town of Galway, and anoint 
three medical officers and fourieen nurses to attend the immense numbers wlio were 
attacked with the disease and conveyed to the hospital for treatment. 

We agi-eed to pay one of the medical officers of this establishment IO5. per day, the 
other two 5s. per day each, and the nurses 6s. each per week, tlie latter with diet, &c. 

This hospital was open from the lOtli of April till the 1st of June, during which time 
604 patients received in it medical treatment and food. 

We also found it necessary to establish five dispensaries in the villages throu<vhout the 
union, and for each of those places we bad to procure a medical attendant at 5 s. per day, 
and to provide the requisite supplies of medicine. See. 

In the account submitted to you there is an item for groceries, &c., amounting to 
40 L 17 s. 6ri., which includes the large consumption of whiskey, brandy, &c., required" for 
the use of the patients. 

During the period cholera prevailed in this union there were 1,318 persons who received 
medical treatment, and the expenditure was as small as could possibly be incurred, con- 
sistent with due regard to the lives of the great number of persons who were attacked with 
the disease. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) James Ward, Tv 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Lwis FUzmaurice, } '^e-tjiiardians. 

Custom-house, Dublin. 



Enclosure 
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Enclosure 4, in No. 184. 
GALWAY UNION. 



End, 4 ,in No. 184 . STATEMENT of Bills clue for Cholera Purposes, and Sums paid on Account, of £. 60 received 
from the Poor Law Commissioners, 20th May 1849. 



Names of Parties 
:o wlioiu Bills are due. 



James Fynn & Co. 

Margaret Small - - - 

William Ehvood - - - 

James Forbes . - - 

John M'Nnughton 
Patrick Staunton - • - 

Dr. Brown, medicsal officer 
Dr. Mahon, medical officer, 
Galway Hospital 
Dr. Richardson, medical officer, 
Galway Hoepital 
Dr. Maunsell, medical officer, 
Spiddal - 

Dr. Whistler, medical officer, 
Oranmore - - • 

Dr. Keui'in, medical officer, 
Annadown - 

Dr. Davis, medical officer, 
Oughternnl . . - 

Nurses, &c., attending at hos- 
pital - - * 

Michael Jennings 
William Burke . - - 

Martin Burke - . - 

Martin Brown ... 



Galway, 0 June 1840. 



Coals and candles 

Milk 

Beef, See. 

Breoid 

Groceries, &c. - 
Medicine - 



Coffins - 
Coffins - 
Nails 

Making graves 
Total - 





Amount 
of Bill. 


Amount Paid 
on Account. 


Bnlaoce. 




£. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 




7 12 6 




7 12 6 




12 16 7^ 


9 16 2 


S - 5J 




21 1 6 




11 1 6 




10 11 - 


- 


10 11 - 




40 5 1 


- 


40 5 1 


- 


20 17 5 


- 


20 17 5 




22 10 - 




22 10 - 




11 5 - 


, 11 6 - 


- 




13 - - 




13 - - 


- 


11 - - 


- - - 


11 - - 


- ' 


28 15 - 


- - - 


23 15 - 


- 


3 10 - 


- - - 


3 10 _ 


- 


13 10 - 


- - - 


13 10 - 




15 9 - 


15 9 - 


_ 


_ 


13 9 10 


13 9 10 


— 


. 


37 U - 


- 


37 14 - • 




- 10 S 


... 


- 10 3 


- 


10 4 - 


. 


10 4 - 


- £. 


288 1 2 i 


60 - - 


238 1 2 J 



r.rf, |vioo-Gu.rdi™. 

X. I/ttzmaurice,) 



End. 5, in No. 184. 



Enclosure 5, in No. 184. 

Westport Union. 

Gentlemen, Westport, 26 .Time 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledee the receipt of your letter of the 22 d June 1849, 
requiriim tor the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury detailed information 
with reference 10 the expenditure to be incurred on account of treatment 01 cholera m tne 
Westport Union. 

I bew to state that the epidemic having some time since made its appearance in some 
the adioinino' unions, the vice-guardians considered it incumbeni on them 10 make such 
pieparaiions as might be essential for the treatment of poor persons who might be attacked, 
should the disease visit the union. It was in consequence determined that a house should 
be fitted up as a temporary hospital in the first place, and a commodious and laije bmld- 
ine having been procured, the necessary repairs, alteraiions, and fittmgs-up for 46 patients 
were executed, and bedding, utensils, medicines, &c. were supplied for the use of its 
inmates. At the same time a consultation was held in the board-room, at which the 
rr.edical gentlemen of the town of Westport were present, at which it was decided that 
additional medical assistance would be necessary should the epidemic make its appearance. 

The Board of Health were then applied to, and Dr. Hallaghan was sent down from 
Dublin for the purpose of taking charge of the temporavy hospital on the 4th May 1849. 
Soon after his arrival the first case of cholera was admitted, and up to the 23d of J une the 
number of cases treated in the hospital amounted to 41, of whom eight were still under 
treatment on that day. 

An assistant to Dr. Hallaghan was also sent from Dublin, on application to the 
of Health, as there seemed a prospect of his duties becoming very extended, and the 

attendance 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



UNDER GENERAL RATE IN AID ACT, IRELAND. 191 

attendance of one medical gentleman only, at an hospital to which he micrht be called at 
any hour, day or night, was move than could be expected, and Mr. Dobson therefore 
amved for the puipose of assisting him in the duties ; but as these proved to be not so 
onerous as was at first anticipated, this gentleman was directed to take charge of the elec- 
toral division of Kilmeena and Kilmaclasser, the cholera having made its appearance in 
those localities also. The number of cases he has attended amount to 38 . 

Dr. Woodhoiisewp also appointed to take charge of the town of Westport, and 10 
attend such persons in their own houses as were not sent to ilie temporary hospiial. This 
gentleman s services, I am happy to state, have been considered no longer necessary, and 
have been discontinued from the 23d June. 

Dr. Drukan was also appointed to take charge ol the electoral division of Loiiisbui'o'li 
and the different islands in the electoml division of Clare Island. ® ’ 

Dr. Davis took charge of the Newport electoral division, in which the epidemic also 
made tts app^rance. but which has up to the'present time been confined to bu t few cases. 
As cholera bad broken out in the workhouse and auxiliaries in a more virulent form than iii 
the town of Westport, and as the cases became very numerous, it was found that the medical 
officer in charge could not possibly attend to these in addition to other patients. The vice- 
guardians ip consequence appointed Dr. J. Burke to assist him, but I trust his services 
may soon be dispensed with. 



The following Table will show ihe names of the medical officers, their districts, and the 
number of cholera cases they have attended : 



1 




Number 






Medical Officers. 


Disblcts. 


of Cases of 
Cholera 


Fatal Case& 


Hemarks. 






S3 June 1849. 






Dr. Hftllaghaa - 


-- Temporaryhospital,'! 
Westport - -j 


41 


18 




Dr. Dobson 


-- Assistant to tempo-t 










rary hospital, West-1 
port, and in charge of [ 




14 






electoral divisions oi) 
Kilmeena and Kilma- 
dosser . . -j 










Dr. Drukan 


- - Electoral divisioni 
1 of Louisburgh and | 
Clare Island - - f 


'T 

}28 


3 


- . In charge of dispen- 
sary at Louisburgh. 




Jdatbn island • -J 


nj - 


no return. 




Dr, Woodbouse - 


Town of Westport - ' 


29 


3 


- • Besides sending 35 










cases to be treated in 










bospital ; services djg. 
continued June 23d. 


Dr. Davis ... 


- • Newport electoral) ■ 










division, and dispen- ^ 


1 - no returns. 






sory ■ * J 








Dr. Burke - - - 


- - Assistant to work-) j 
house and auxiliaries -J I 


246 1 


ss 1 


- - This is the total 
number of cases in the 
three houses. 





I have also attached a return from the clerk of the union of the total expenses incurred 
to the 23d June, including the salaries of the above gentlemen, amounting in all to 
378Z. 12s. 5i., for the payment of which the sum of 50/. was received on the 27th May, 
transmiited in your letter of the 26th May, No. 33,133/49, and a further sum of 50/. in 
one of the weekly estimates ; thus leaving a balance of 278 Z. 12s. 5 rZ. to the 23d June 
1849. 

At first sight the expenses which the vice-guardians have incurred with respect to the 
treatment of cholera may appear large, but 1 am of o[>inion they were ail essential fur tlie 
due preservation of the lives of ihe poor in this union ; and although the number of cases 
to the present time has been somewhat less than was anticipated, owing in a ffreat measure, 
I consider, to the precautions taken under the Nuisances Removal and Di'eases Preven- 
tion Act, yet the pieparatior.s for the treatment of the few were just as necessary as if 
the epidemic had been more extended in its attacks. 

I have. See. 

(signed) James M, Primrose, 

To the Poor Law, Commissioners, Capt. 43d Light Infanirv, 

5tc. &c. &c. Temporary Poor Law Inspector. 



Enclosure 
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Enclosure 6, in No. 184. 



"Westport Union. 

End C in No. 184 Return of the Expenses inciiiTed in providing Hospital Accommodation and Medical 
Treatment for Persons affected with Cholera and its Premomiory Symptoms, up to 
23d June 1849. 



John Melling 
John May - 
R. Talbot - 
F. Woodhouse 
C. M'Donnetl 
E. Kelly - 



Leslie Sc Co. 

I). W. Kearns 
Thomas M'Gveal - 



Bedding for Cholera Hospital 
Flannel - - ditto - 

Bedding - - ditto - 

Utensils &c. - ditto - 

- ditto - - ditto - 

Furniture, stretchers for beds, 
and repairs for Cholera Hos- 
pital. 

Medicines for Cholera Hospital 
Necessaries, rice, 8tc., ditto 
Meat - - - - ditto - 



£. s. 
17 10 

1 17 

4.3 10 
11 14 

2 7 
60 3 



50 18 
8 12 

- 12 



6 

8 

4 




5 S 



DATE OP APPOINTMENT. 



Dr. Hailagaii, medical officer 
Dr. Woodhouse - ditto 

Dr. Burke - - ditto - 

Dr. Dobson - - ditto 

Dr. Durkan - - ditto - 



Dr. Davis - - ditto - 

Porters, nurses, &.c. 



£. s. d. 

4 May, at 1 1 - per diem 

26 „ 1 1 - „ 

26 „ „ 1 1 - „ 

2 June „ 1 1 - „ 

5 Mav, „ 5s. per diem up to 

7th June, and ZL 3s. per 
week since. 

5 May, at 5s. per diem 



53 11 - 

30 9 - 
30 9 - 

23 2 - 

15 16 - 



12 10 - 
15 10 - 



181 



7 - 



£. 378 12 5 . 



25 June 1049. 



John £!gan, Clerk of Union. 



End. 7, in No. 184 



Enclosure 7, No. 184. 

GoRT Union. 

18 June 1849. 

transmit a full statement of the I, abilities aoj expenditase incurred on 
UEUEw iTii 1 Union and trust you will not think me unreasonable m 

account of to the Gort Union to enable the 

Se'e.iSclians to discharge the debts contracted for ihe purpose of staying and mitigating 
dm of ^ cholera must always be when not met by prompt 

t™kri™mA?'tIiis appeal to you on behalf of the creditors named in the accom- 
^ „ ll if ihere wme any probability of their claims being speedily liquidated 

o”o "f he pom rates, hut the vice4»avdians cannot by possibility be m a position to pay 
Ts" cSnls out of poor rates before November next, and there are so many judgment debts 
tiles.- Claims out o p doubtful whether the vice.^uardians could even then 

it must a oLlornemmirid tbatthemedical appointments and other arrangements rnade 

for b?speeM purpose of meeting an extraordinary visitation were of a temporary nature, 
nt d thy“onseqomtly oi. the extinction of such appointments and arrangements the 
cmdiioi^ created\heriby are clearly entitled to a speedy and final settlement of them re- 
spective olaims. j 

To the Poor Law Commissloaers, C«igned) Samuel Bordey. 

Poor Law Office, Dublin. 
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Enclosure 8, in No. 184. 

Gort Union. 

TiENTS, cotnmeii 
mil June 1H40, inclusive. 



193 



3, in No. 184. 



Medical Officers : 
William Millville, M.D. 
Martin I). Nolan, Jt. d. 

Dr. Hogan - - - - 

Dr. Hynes - - 

Dr. M'Namiira - 
Mr. Hyacinth Cunnilfe, L.A. 
Mr. John Glynn, assistant - 
Mr. Terence Gill, l.a. - 
Mr. Sinmiey, L.A. 

Mr. PatricK Taaffe, l.a. 




Mr. Ctiniiiffe’s shop, Gort - 
Mr. James Jordan, sanitary 
officer, Gort - - - 

Ho.->|htal mirse, River View - 
Two hospital nurses, W'ork- 
house Cholera Hospital 
Two hospital nurses, Kinvarra 
Cholera Hospiial 
Mr. John Hurney, sanitary 
officer, Kinvarra 
Porter at River View - 

Ditto, at Mr.Cunniffe’s shop 
Ditui, lit workhouse - 
Post-cars for medical officers, 

Gort - 

Loughrea, carriage of patients 
Halloran - - ditto - 
Glynn - - - ditto - 
Nestor - - - ditto - 
Patrick Glynn’s van and car 
hire- - - - - 

Cost of curt, stretchers, and re- 
pairs at River View Hospital 
Rent of River View Hospital 
Cosi of roofing a house at 
Kinvfirra for an hospital - 

Ciinied forwurtl - - £■ 1 515 16 10 



Brought Ibrward - - 
Ciish expended by relieving 
officer for extern patients - 
Coffins fordeaihs inworkhouse 
Diito to River View- 
I’rovisions and necessaries - 
Meclicinrs (estimaied) - 
Martin Liimane, for coffins, at 
Kinvarra - - - - 

Thomas Faliy’s bill for gro- 
ceries, at iCiiJvarra - 
Moran & Carrigg’s bill for 
lime, at Kinvaira 
Buckets, whitewash brushes, 1 
and brooms, at Kinvarra - ! 
Car-hire for medical officers, 
at Kinvarra - 
Groceries, wine, 8ic. by re- 
lieving officers, at Kinvarra 
Coffins, by relieving officers, 
at Kinvarra - - - 

Postage and carriage of par- 
cels at Kinvarra 
Thomas Boland, for medicine 
for e.xtern cases 
Lime whitewashing at Gort 
and vicinity - - _ 

Total - - £. 

The sums marked thu8*,amoont- 
ing in all to 265 9s. Td., 

have been paid out of the 
monies advanced by the 
Commissioners from week 
to week for the maintenance 
of the destitute 

Balance now doe - - £. 



£. s. 
515 10 ] 

*50 10 
*22 10 
*10 - 
* 180 10 
50 — 



Number of patients in Workhouse Cholera Hospital, to 
Number in River View Hospital, to - 
Number in Kinvarra Hospital, to - - - - 

Nmubev of extern cases reported to - 



- 435 

- 146 

- 329 

- 460 



Average cost of each patient, to 
18 June 1849. 



13a. -^d. 

Samuel Harsh-i/. 



Enclosure 9, in No. 184. 

Gort Union. 

Observations of Mr. It. Bourhe^ dated 22d June 1849. 

The cholera attacked this town and neighbourhood with great severity. I wa.s theie Enel, g.in N0.184.. 
during the first week in April, and assiste^d in making the arrangements, which I think 
were on the smallest scale that the violence of the disease required. The medical attv ndtints 
ouly received one guinea a day for physicians, and 15s. or 10s. 6d. for apothecaries. 

The Town Hospital was about two miles from Gort, which caused some iddiiior.til 
expense for car-hire. 

The disease also visited the rural districts and villages of Ardrahan and Kinvarra. 

I vccmninend the sum demanded to be advanced if possible. The vice-ouardians Imd no 
altemniive but to incur it, and the hardship to the pereons employed will be great if llieir 
payment is to be delayed until it can be made from the rates. 



0.44. 



Bb 



Enclosure 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




194 CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING AMOUNTS RAISED 



No. 185. 



Treasury Minute; dated 20th July 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners in Ireland, acknowledging the receipt 
of their letter dated 4th instant, in which they state that thev understood their 
Lordships’ directions contained in the letter from this Board dated 14th April 
last, to apply to the expenditure by vice-guardians of distressed unions of the 
monies weekly issued to them for the relief of destitution, but that they did not 
suppose that it was their Lordships’ intention that the instructions so to be 
issued to the inspectors and vice-guardians should prevent them (the Commis- 
sioners) from taking such measures, and incurring such liabilities as might be 
indispensably necessary for providing for the ti’eatment of cholera patients in 
accordance with the tenth section of the 12 Viet. c. 123, and the directions and 
regulations of the Central Board of Health issued in pursuance of that Act 
_ The terms of the letter written to the Poor Law Commissioners bvthe direc- 
tions of this Board were, however, so positive and explicit, that rav Lords 
cannot understand how any misconception can have arisen of the meaning- and 
intention of it. That letter was written in reply to a previous communiclition 
Irom the Poor Law Commissioners, dated on the 2d of the same month, in which 
the question was asked, “Whether in any case of emergency arising from the 
prevalence of cholera, the funds advanced for the distressed unions m Ireland 
may be applied to defraying the necessary expense of treatment of cholera 
patients, where no other funds can be obtained for the purpose and the answer, 
dated 14th April, was as follows: “Their Lordships concur in opinion with 
you, that in cases of emergency arising from the previdence of cholera, the 
tunds advanced for distressed unions in Ireland may be applied to defravino- the 
necessaiy expense of treatment .of cholera patients, where no other funds can 
be obtained tor the purpose ; but the circumstances described in Captain 
Kennedy s report on the Kilrush Union, dated 3d instant, as well as former 
experience of the subject, show that great caution ought to be observed in the 
application of public money to purposes of this description. 

“ My Lords, therefore, desire that when you shall be satisfied that a case has 
occurred in any of the distressed unions to which advances are being made, 
indispensably requiring that a certain portion of those advances sliould be 
applied to the object of defraying the expense of treatment of cholera patients, 
you will name a fixed sum to be appropriated to that object, and instruct the 
vice-guardians and inspector of the union to expend onlv such sum as may be 
absolutely necessai-y within that limit; and their Lordships also request that 
the instructions so given in each separate case of the kind may be immediately 
reported to this Board. ^ 

It is evident from this correspondence that the authority given by this 
Poor Law Commissioners was to appropriate such fixed sums out 
° j distressed unions as might be con- 

sidered by the Commissioners to be indispensably necessarv for the treatment of 
cholera. My Lords never gave any general sanction for incurring any liabiUties 
toat might be considered necessary in accordance with the tenth section of the 
It Vv directions and regulations of the Central Board of 

Health, issued in pursuance of that Act, and their Lordships are not prepared 
now to give any such sanction. The fund applicable to the disti-essed unions 
IS not more than sufficient to relieve their pressing necessities connected with 
tbe execution of the poor law, and a limit must therefore be put to the 
demands made upon this fund for tbe purpose of carrying out the precautionary 
measures prescribed by the regulations of the Board of iHealth. 

My Lords will now proceed to make such observations as may appear to 
sanSon °° ™ espenditure which has been submitted for their 

Galway Union 1,318 cases were treatedfrora the 10th April to the 
io each ease ; and as the neces- 
sary measiires-appear to have been adopted in this union, with a due regard to 
“y lords sanction the grant of the difference between the sum ex- 
pended and the sum of 50 1 . which was appropriated by tbe Poor Law Com- 
missioners to the treatment of cholera in this union. 

In 
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In the Westport Union the reported cases are 382, and the total expenditure 
3/8?. 12 5. bd., being an a-perage of about 19 s. Qd. each, -which will be 
subject to a slight reduction on the arrival of some returns not yet received. 
Although this rate of expenditure is high, and some of the charges for medical 
attendance are open to question, as -will be hereafter e.xplained, my Lords will 
not, in consideration of the circumstances advei'ted to by the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, refuse their sanction to the account, and they are accordingly 
pleased to authorise a gi’ant of the difference between the above-mentioned 
sum of 3/8 1. 12 s. 5 d. and the sum of 100 1. which had been assigned to this 
"union. 

It appears from the correspondence, that the vice-guardians of the Westport 
Union applied to the Board of Health to send two medical officers from Dublin 
to West]iort, aud as no mention is made of this step having been sanctioned 
by the Poor La-w Commissioners, my Lords presume that it was taken by the 
vice-guardians on their own authority. If this be so, and nothing has since 
been done to introduce a different practice, it appears to my Lords that 
the vice-guardians in the disti*essed unions should be instructed to make 
all their future communications with the Board of Health through the Poor 
Law Commissioners ; and that the Poor Law Commissioners should revise the 
applications -which may he made for medical assistance from the Board of 
Health, and should send forward to that Board with their recommendation only 
such applications as, in their opinion, ought to be complied with. 

The vice-guardians of the Gort Union, to whom no authority had been given 
for applying any portion of tlie weekly advances to the relief of cholera patients, 
are reported to have expended on the treatment of 1,370 cases the sum of 
894 1. 1 1 s., of which 265 ?. 9 5. / d. has been already paid out of the weekly 
advances, and the Poor Law Commissioners recommend that the remaining sum 
of 629 ?. 1 5. 5 d. should now be granted. 

Independently, however, of the absence of proper authority for any portion 
of Ibis expenditure, my Lords are not satisfied that the arrangements in the 
Gort Union were conducted with a due regard to economy. 

The vice-guardians of tlie Galway Union reported that they had agreed to 
pay one medical officer lOs. a day, and the others 5s. a day each, and the 
highest sum stated to have been paid to any one medical officer at these rates 
was 23 /. 15 s., while in the Gort Union, besides the cost of medicines, and two 
charges for car-hire for medical officers, amounting one to 24 1. and the other to 
16?. 12 5 . 6 d., the medical attendants are stated to have received one guinea 
a clay each for physicians and lbs. or 10 s. 6 d. for apotnecaries, at which rates 
10 individuals received an aggregate sura of 363 1. 15 s., the payments in two 
cases amounting to upwards of 74 1. each. In tlie Westport Union also four 
medical officers, two of whom only were sent for fi'om Dublin, were allowed a 
guinea a day each, and one three guineas a week. 

My Lords desire to be infonneci of the cause of the great difference between 
the rates of remuneration allowed for medical attendance in the Galway Union 
and those allowed in the Westport and Gort Unions. 

My Lords deem it right to observe that it does not appear that the vice- 
guardians were furnished with any instructions with a view to secure the 
exercise of due economy in regard to the remuneration of the medical officers 
and the quantity and price of the articles ordered ; and that after the accounts 
had been rendered, they were forwarded for payment to this Board without an)' 
explanations being called for in order to ascertain whether the several amounts 
had been properly expended. 



— No. 186. — 

The Poor Law Commissioners to Sir C. E. Trevelyan ; dated 
17th August 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st 
ultimo, respecting expenditure incurred by the vice-guardians of certain of the 
distressed unions for the treatment of cholera patients in those unions. 
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The first para°japli of your letter is in the following terms : “ I am com- 
manded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 4th instant, in which you state that you 
understood my Lords’ directions, contained in the letter from this Board, dated 
J4th April last, to apply to the expenditure by vice-guardians of distressed 
unions of the monies weekly issued to them for the relief of destitution, but 
that you did not suppose that it was my Lords’ intention that the instructions 
so to be issued to the inspectors and vice-guardians should prevent you from 
taking such measures and incurring suclx liabilities as might be indispen- 
sably necessary for providing for the treatment of cholera patients, in 
accordance with the tenth section of the 12 Viet. c. 123, and the directions 
and regulations of tlie Central Board of Health issued in pursuance of 
that Actj” and you further observe, “the terms of the letter written to ynu 
by the direction of this Board were, however, so positive and explicit, that ray 
Lords cannot understand how any misconception can have arisen of the meaning 
and intention of it.” 

The meaning of the passage in the Commissioners’ letter of the 4th ultimo, 
alluded to in your obseiwations above quoted, appears to have been misappre- 
hended by their Lordships. The Commissioners stated that they did not 
suppose that it was the intention of their Lordships that the instructions to he 
issued to the inspectors and vice-guardians should prevent the latter officers 
from incurring such liabilities as might be indispensably necessarv for providing 
for the treatment of cholera patients ; it being out of the question that the 
Commissioners should themselves incur any liabilities for that purpose. 

The Commissioners beg respectfully to observe, that under the several Acts 
for the relief of the poor in Ireland the guardians of each union, or the paid 
officers appointed to perform the duties ot guai’dians, are the parties upon whom 
the law has placed the responsibility of providing for the relief of the destitute 
poor ; and in the absence of any legal provision to that effect, the Commissioners 
have not at an_v jDeriod held that they could relieve tlic guardians or vice- 
guardians from their obligations, or restrain them fi'om incurring debt for the 
purpose of providing necessary relief according to law. 

1 he duty of guardians or vice-guardians to provide for the medical relief of 
the poor attacked with cholera arises under the provisions of the tenth section of 
the 12 Viet. c. 123, and it does iiotappear to the Commissioners that they would 
be justified in imposing any restrictions to the proceedings required by that 
Act which are not applicable to the provisions of the other Acts for the relief 
of the poor. Accordingly, as the Commissioners stated iu their letter of the 
4th ultimo, in all cases in which they have authorised the vice-guardians to 
apply to the treatment of cholera patients a definite sum out of the advances 
weekly authorised by their Lordships, they have carefully followed their Lord- 
ships’ instructions, by directing that no more of the sum remitted than the 
amount named by them should be expended for cholera purposes, and by 
requiring a detailed account of the expenditure so incurred ; but while guarding 
themselves from holding out expectations that any further expenditure for the 
same purpose would be defrayed out of the advances authorised by their 
Lordships, they did not feel justified (as they have stated in their letter of the 
4th ultimo) in fi.xing any limit to the expenditure which the vice-guardians 
should incur to meet the contingency of the further extension of cholera in 
those unions ; and they added in the same letter some observations which 
appeared to them to show that they could not, with due regard for the lives of 
the poor who might be attacked with the disease, interfere with the discretion 
of the officers locally responsible for the adoption of efficient means for their 
relief. 

The Commissioners beg further to observe, that while they have taken this 
view of their own dut}', they are most anxious to afford to their Lordsliips, the 
Com^missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, all the information which they can 
obtain, for the purpose of enabling their Lordships to decide whether they will 
be pleased to authorise the payment of the expenses incurred on this account 
in the distressed unions out of the monies advanced -on the credit of the rate- 
in-aid. 

With reference to the general grounds upon which the Commissioners have 
felt_ themselves justified in applying to the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty s Treasury to authorise the payment of the extraordinary expenses 

incurred 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




UNDER GENERAL RATE IN AID ACT, IRELAND. 



97 



incurred in the treatment of cholera, they desire to observe that, in the first 
place, this expenditure has arisen only in cases 'where there is reason to believe 
that an extensive sacrifice of human life must have ensued if efficient medical 
relief had not been provided without delay; the necessity, therefore, for the 
expenditure -which has taken place appears to be of the same character as that 
•which has at various periods induced Her Majesty’s Government to authorise 
advances to the distressed unions, namely, tlie impossibility of otherwise 
presei-ving the lives of the destitute poor in those districts. It is further to be 
obsei-ved, that although the parties to whom the various sums for which 
application has been made to their Lordships are due may be left to seek the 
payment of their claims along -with the other creditors of the distressed unions, 
such a course appears to be ifraught with considerable hardship to persons who 
are for the most part in a different position from the ordinary union creditors. 
The latter ai'e chiefly contractors, who must be sujjposed to have derived some 
profit from former or subsequent contracts with the distressed unions, or 
officers pennanently employed, to whom a portion of their salaries remain due ; 
hut the salaries and expenses due on account of cholera are princijjally owing 
to parties who have been induced to give their services upon an emergency, 
and who liave no permanent connexion with the union establishments. 

With reference to your observations upon the application of the vice- 
guai'dians of Westport Union to the Board of Health to send two medical 
officers to that union, and to the directions which the Lords Commissiouers of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury are pleased to communicate to the Commissioners for 
Administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland, requiring that 
they should direct the guardians or vice-guardians of unions to make their 
applications for the assistance of medical practitioners to tlie Board of Health 
through the Commissioners, instead of directly addressing the Board of Health, 
the Commissioners have to observe, -with great respect, that their practice as 
to this portion of the administration of the law having been grounded upon 
mature consideration of the provisions of the Nuisances Removal and Diseases 
Prevention Act, and of the Acts for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland, they do 
not feel that they would be justified in departing therefroui. 

The 10th section of 12 Viet. c. 123, gives power to the Commissioners of 
Health to authorise and require the guardians of the poor in Ireland to perform 
certain acts, amongst which is the affording to persons afflicted by or threatened 
with epidemic, endemic, or contagious diseases, such medical aid as may he 
required ; and the directions and regulations of the Central Board of Health, 
issued in pursuance of the provisions of said Act, authorise and direct the 
guardians, where it may appear needful, to appoint such additional medical 
officers and such other officers as may be required to execute those directions 
and regulations. 

The 12th section of the same Act empowers the Commissioners for Adminis- 
tering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland to require the officers and 
persons acting under them to inquire into, superintend, and report on the 
execution of the directions and regulations of the Commissioners of Health, 
but it does not direct or require that their preliminary sanction should be 
obtained for the carrying out bj'^ the guardians of the directions of the Coni- 
missioners of Health. 1-or the reasons stated in their letter of the 4th ultimo, 
the Commissioners have thouglit it their duty to rely upon the discretion of 
the vice-guai'dians of the distressed unions as to the adoption of means for 
carrying out the directions of the Centi'al Board of Health, and have not 
thought themselves justified in imposing restrictions which are not provided 
in the above-mentioned Act, and the effect of which must be to delay the 
adoption of the necessary means for meeting the advance of cholera in those 
districts. In case of improper conduct on the part of the vice-guardians those 
officers are liable to reprimand or dismissal, and any illegal expenditure 
incurred by them is liable to disallowance by the auditor, who would be bound 
to recover the amount from them. 

The Commissioners, however, have no reason to disapprove of the manner 
in which the rice-guardians of the unions mentioned in their letter of the 4th 
ultimo have used their discretion in respect to the provision made by them 
for the treatment of cholera. In the instance referred to in your letter, the 
Commissioners were informed on the 24th ultimo that the application made 
by the vice-guardians of Westport Union to the Board of Health was caused by 
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tlieir finding that the medical practitionei-s resident in the union demanded 
salaries of one guinea and a half per da}^ for their services during the con- 
tinuance of cholera in the union. The Commissioners consider that the course 
thus adopted by the vice-guardians merits their approval. 

With reference to your observations upon the proceedings of the vice- 
guardians for the treatment of cholera in Gort Union, the Commissioners 
observed, in their letter of the 4ih ultimo, that the vice-guardians had applied 
a portion of the funds weekly advanced to that union, amounting to 265 9s. 7d., 
towards the relief of cholera 25atients without having received any e.x;press 
sanction from the Commissionei’s ; but they stated that the vice-guardians 
appeared merely to have applied towards the medical treatment of persons 
already in receii)t of relief, funds which would otherwise have been aiJidicable 
to the purposes of ordinary relief to the same persons, and it did not appear 
to the Commissioners that the vice-guardians had acted imimoperly in adopting 
that course. 

The Commissioners applied to their Lordships to sanction the payment of 
the sum of 629 1. 1 s. 5 d., which appeared to be the amount of the additional 
cost incurred for the treatment of cholera in Gort Union, having no reason 
to call in question the projudety of the charges set down in the account 
furnished to them by the vice-guardians. In accordance with the instructions 
contained in your letter, the Commissioners have obtained from Mr. Horsley, 
temporary poor law ins^^ector of Gort Union, a report, a copy of which is 
herewith forwarded, explaining the cause of the rate of remuneration in that 
union being higher than in the adjoining union of Galway. The Commissioners 
'desire to remai’k with reference to this subject that the amount of remuneration 
to medical officers temporarily employed during an emergency of this nature 
necessarily varies very much in different districts, owing to a variety of causes, 
and if it were attempted to lay down general rules on the subje‘.d;, it is probable 
that no economy of money, but a conti'ary effect, would be the result. 

You slate in the concluding [laragraph of your letter, “My Lords deem it 
right to observe that it does not appear that the vice-guardians of these 
unions were furnished with any instructions with a view to secure the exercise 
of due econom)'^ in regard to the remuneration of the medical officers, and 
the quantity and price of the articles ordered, and that after the accounts had 
been rendered they were forwarded for payment to this Board without any 
explanation being called for, in order to ascertain whether the several amounts 
had been properl)' exj^ended.” 

In re])ly, the Commissioners have to state that the)' have not issued any 
S])ccial instructions to secure economy in the eX2)enditure incuiTedforthe relief 
of cholera jjatients as distinguished from the ordinary expenditure of the dis- 
tressed unions, nor did they in the case of Gort Union (more especially alluded 
to) require any explanation in order to ascertain whether the several amounts 
had been properly expended. 

In respect to the first point above mentioned the Commissioners have, as 
they believe, taken every suitable opportunity for impressing upon the vice- 
guardians aijpointed by them the necessity for using the utmost possible 
•economy consistent with the due performance of their duties, and they have 
reason to believe that their recommendations on this subject have in general 
fully accomplished their intended object. 

With reference to the means which the Commissioners should take for ascer- 
taining that the several amounts set down in the account furnished by the vice- 
guardians and inspector of Gort Union were properly expended, they have to 
observe that the expenditure in question, in common with all the other expen- 
diture of the union, is subjected to half-yearl)' examination bv the auditor, 
who is bound to disallow all charges which may appear to have been improperly 
•incurred, but in the absence of any apparent ground for objection to the items 
in that account, all of which have been expended under the superintendence of 
officers of the highest chai-acter and competency, the Commissioners did not 
feel called upon to require from them further explanation than that contained 
in the account which has been already furnished to their Lordships. The 
Commissioners beg, however, to state that if their Lordships will be pleased to 
point out any item in that account which appears to them to be excessive, the 
Commissioners will require from the vice-guardians such further explanation as 
may be necessary for their Lordships’ satisfaction. 

In 
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In conclusion, the Conisiissioners beg to thank their Lordships for the sanc- 
tion to the payment of the balances due in Galway and WestjDort Unions 
amounting to 238 1. \s. 21 d. and 2^8 /. 12 bd. respectively, and to repeat 
their request that their Lordships will be pleased to sanction the payment of 
629/. U. bd. being the expenditure incurred in Gort Union for the treatment 
of cholera. 

The Commissioners will further address their Lordships with respect to the 
expenditure for cholera purposes in some of the other distressed unions. 



Enclosure in No. 186. 

Gort Union. 

Gemlemen, 2 August J849. 

In reply to your letter of the 31st ultimo, (No. 30,968/49, receivfd by me ihis day) I bee- e 1 -n N tRC 

to state, for Ihe information of the Lords Coiiimisstoners of Her Majesty’s TreHSury, tha'c 
alliiougli the scale of reiiiuueration to be given to physicians imd apothecaries for the 
treatment of clioleia patients in Gort Union may appear high,,as compared with that allowed 
for similar services in the Galway Union, the vice-guardiiins of the first-mentioned union 
could not have piocwed competent practitioners to imdertalce the duties required of them 
upon more reasonable terms ; indeed the vice-guardians had great ditficulty in findino- a suf- 
ficient number of medical men, within the union or from a distance, to meet efficiently the 
widely-spread epidemic. On consulting tlie Commissioners of the Central Board of Health 
as to their ability to recommend medical gentlemen from a distance to undertake the ireai- 
meiit of cholera patients in the Gort Union, and also as to the rate of remuneration which 
should be given to such practitioners, the vice-guardians were informed that the usual scale 
of remuneration was from two to three guineas per diem when a tnediciil man left his own 
field of practice, and one guinea per (fiem when he was engaged in it. All the resident 
medical practitioners in the Gort Union, and they are very limited in number, deniiinded a 
higher scale of remuneration for iheir attendance (3n cholera patients than iliat ultimately 
fixed by the vice-guardians, and tliey (the vice-guardians) would not liave fixed that scale if 
they could have obtained the assistance of qualified medical men from a distance, upon the 
same or upon more reasonable lenns. Gort union is a rural district, and consequently there 
are but few tneiiical men in it. The town of Galway abounds in medical men, and therefore 
competition among them would necessarily reduce the scale of remuneration there on an 
occasion like the outbreak of cholera, or any otherformidable epidemic. 

'I’lie vice-guardians did not hastily ailopt the scale of remiineratiun of wiiich an explana- 
lionisnow sought. They made inquiries at Limerick, nt Ennis, and in all the districts 
around the Gort Union, in the hope of obtaining medical assistance upon more economical 
terms than tliose which they were ultimately compelled to accede to. 

I may mention thatyour inspector, Mr. Richard Bourke, was present at the Gort Board 
when the cholera arrangements were made, and lie can inlbrm you that one of the Gort 
medical practitioners (Dr. Millville) endeavoured lo induce the vice-guardians to allow him 
two guineas per diem. In no case did the vice-guardians promise mure than one guinea per 
diem to a physician, or more than 10 s. Qd. per diem to a licentiate apothecary. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) Idanmel Horslcv. 

Poor Law Office, Dublin. 



— No. 187. — 

Treasury Minute ; dated 21st August 1849. 

Write to the Poor Law Commissioners, that their Lordships have had under 
their consideration the Commissioners’ letter dated the 17th instant, transmitting 
a copy of a report from Mr. Horsley, temporary poor law inspector of the Gort 
Union, in explanation of the charge of 621/. J 5 d. for expenses connected 
■with the treatment of cholera in that union, in addition to the sum of 265 1. 
9 s. 7 d. previously paid out of the weekly advances to the union. 

Inform the Commissioners that my Lords have directed Deputy Commksarv- 
general Dobree to issue to them the above-mentioned sum of 621 /. 1 5 d. on 

account of the Gort Union. 

State with reference to the observations offered by the Commissioners, in reply 
to the letter from this Board dated the 2 1st July last, that the precautions to 
which their Lordships called attention in that letter as proper to be taken in 
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order to secure due economy in the expenditure connected with the cholera, 
had regard only to the distressed unions in which the above-mentioned expen- 
diture has been defrayed, wholly or partly, but of grants issued under the direc- 
tions of this Board, and that as certain conditions were prescribed l)y the Trea- 
sury Minute dated the 16th January 1849, for the purpose of ensuring the 
economical application of the grants for the relief of destitution in the dis- 
tressed unions, their Lordships in like manner consider it right to require that 
every necessary and proper check should be placed upon the expenditure, which 
they have lately been called upon to defray, for the treatment of cholera in the 
same unions. 

If, therefore, application shall be made to this Board to sanction further 
grants for expenses connected with the ti'eatment of cholera, iny Lords will 
expect that the Poor Law Conimissioners will give such insti’uctions to the vice- 
guai-dians and temporary poor-law inspectors of the distressed unions for which 
such gi-ants may be required as may, with reference to the peculiar nature of 
this expenditure, be necessaiy for the purpose of maintaining an efficient control 
over it, in addition to any general instructions which the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners may have issued on the subject of the economical administration of the 
funds applicable to the relief of the poor, and to the half-yearly examination 
by the auditor to which the expenditure for the treatment of cholera is subjected 
in common with al) the other expenditure of the union. 

Let a warrant be prepared for issuing the sum of 62 H. 1 *■. 5 d. (in part of 
1 50,000 1.) out of the growing produce of the Consolidated Fund, as an advance 
for the relief of distressed poor law unions in Ireland, 12 & 13 Viet. c. 63. 
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